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PREFACE.. 

* ♦ 

An impartial history of the Jews of Spain and Porta- 
gal has long been a desideratum, it is a link uniting 
the Hebrews of the present day with the Israelites of 
antiquity; for, during the many centuries they resided 
in the Iberian Peninsula, they continued to pursue 
their studies and cultivate the arts and sciences. 

The writings of the learned Rabbins of Spain, 
served to preserve the works of the ancient philoso- 
phers, while Europe in the Gothic ap^cs was exclu- 
sively occupied in the art of war. Seeking only to 
live in tranquillity, every man under his vine, and 
under his fig-tree," from their peaceable habits they 
could dedicate themselves to study, in which their 
powerful intellects and cultivated minds gave them 
greater facilities than the other inhabitants of Europe, 
and in proportion to their population, even in the 
present enlightened age, they can boast a much larger 
number of men of genius and learning than any single 
country in the world can produce. 

The Jesuit, Iluarte, in his "Examination of 
Genius," in the 16th century, considered that the 
Jewish mind was better fitted for learning tlian that 
of others; and the author of " Coningsby" would 
lead to the supposition that it yet remains unchanged. 
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In the present volume by arranging those Hebrew 
authors, in the respective ages in which tiiey flourished, 

their learning cau be better appreciated by a compar- 
ison with other writers of the same periods, than in 
a modem work^ where that order has not been ob- 
served. 

The digressive chapters in that work have no con- 
nection with the history of the Jews of Spain and 
Portugal, but appear solely as a tirade against the 
Talmud and Cabala, subjects not understood by 

the author; but, from the influence he mentions in 
his preface, it is not surprising that the work is writ- 
ten more in the style of a convcrsionist than in that 
of an impartial historian. Nor does he seem to 
have been better acquainted with the idiom of the 
Spanish language, or he could not have committed so 
gross an error as to state, in Law VI., of the Fuero 
Real," that the legal interest was three per cent., 
where the original says, tres par qmiro^ three for 
four,'' that is thirty-three and a third per cent. 

Basnage, Maynard, and Jost, in their general his- 
tories of the Jews; and Mihnan, in his excellent 
abridgement, give tolerably correct accounts of the 
Spanish and Portuguese Hebrews; but the author, 
during a visit 'to Spain, having had access to many 
ancient Spanish manuscripts, has obtained information 
from sources with which those able historians were 
probably unacquainted. 

' *^Sephatdim,*' by James FiiiD. 
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The petitions to tiie various Cortes and the answers 
of the sovereigns^ are all from mflnuscripts which, 
until now, have never been printed, even in the origi- 
nal Spanish, and therefore are for the most part un- 
known. In a work of this description many events 
recorded by oilier historians must be found ; but tlie 
autlior has derived his information from many origi- 
nal and most autlientic Spanish, Portuguese, and 
Hebrew sources; he has only to regret that some 
more able pen has not undertaken the task of giving ' 
to the world a detailed account of the persecutions the 
descendants of Israel suffered in the Peninsula ; the 
causes that led to them, and an exact translation of 
the edicts of the Catholic sovereigns that affected 
them. 

Their history, from the high position they held in 

those countries, is so connected with tlie histories of 
Spain and Portugal, that many ev^ts in the histories 
of those kingdoms are necessary for its elucidation; 
therefore, there will be found, in the following pages, 
circumstances recorded that apparently do not belong 
to Jewish history. 

This work being confined to the Hebrews of the- 
Peninsula, is the reason the names of numerous cele- 
brated writers in France, Germany, and Italy, are not 
mentioned; as R. Solomon ben Isaac (Rashi), 
R. Levi ben Gershon, and others, although terming 
themselves Spaniards from following the Spanish 
ritual, which differs in some minor points from the 
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German. But that Germany, at those periods, gave 
birth to men of first-rate talents and kamingy is 

evident from the enlightened Spanish Jews appointing 
Eabenu Asher, of Kottenburg, Chief Eabbi of the 
Jews of all Spain. 

Hoping for the same indulgent consideration, the 

« 

anthor has received for his Jewish Calendar/' and 
his translation of the " Conciliator of Rabbi Manasseh 
Ben Israel,'' he ventures to submit this work to the 
British public. 
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THE JEWS IN SPAIN AND 
POIiTUGAL- 



CHAPTER I. 
Early Settlement of the Jews in Spam and Portugal, 

Thb first settlement of the Jews in the Iberian 

l*eninsula is lost in the obscurity of ages ; but no doubt 
can exist of its having been at a very early period ; 
for if Tarshish was, as is supposed by many learned 
writers, the ancient Tarte^sus, a city of the Peninsula, 
some may have established themselves in this part of 
Europe in the time of Solomon, upwards of seven 
centuries before the Christian Era, or even earlier. 

The Bible leads us to this conclusion; and the 
inference may fairly be drawn from the following 
passages. 

" For the king had at sea a fleet of Tarshish : with 
the fleet of Hiram» triennially came the fleet of Tar- 
shiah bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and 
peacocks."' 

And King Solomon constructed a fleet of ships at 
Ezion-geber, which is close to Eloth, on the shore of 
the Red Sea in Idumea. 

And Hiram sent in the fleet his servants, navi* 

B 
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FLBBT OF SOLOMON. 



gators who had a knowledge of the sea, with the 
servants of Solomon. 

" And they came to Ophir, and took from thence 
four hundred and twenty talents of gold, and brought 
it to lung Solomon."* 

This shews that Solomon had two fleets ; one that 
took its departure from £zion*geber for Ophir^ in the 
East Indies; and one for the Mediterranean that 
sailed from Joi)i)a, which we Icam from Junuh, was the 
port of embarkation for Tarshish.* 

Therefore, there is no reason to suppose, although 
the fleet arrived triennially, that they took the same 
route as that of Pharaoh Necho, who, it is recorded, 
employed skilful Phcenkiaii mariners, who having 
sailed out of the Red Sea, to discover the coasts of 
Africa, went successfully round them, and the third 
year after their setting oat returned to Egypt, 
through the straits of Gibraltar/ 

The closest friendship and connection existed not 
only between the two kings, but likeAvise between 
thdr subjects, the Hebrews and Phoenicians. The 
immediate vicinity of the kingdoms, their similarity 
of language, habits and dress, contributed to render 
them, as it were, one people. Jews appear to have 
resided at Tyre, even betore the reigu of Solomon, 
for it is said : — 

And King Solomon sent and took Hbam firom 
Sor [Tyre] . The son of a widow woman, he waa* of the 
tribe ai Napthali, and his hXhet was a man of Tyre.* 

' I Kin^s, IX. 26. * Jonah, i. 3. * KolKn's Anc. Hist. vol. k 
^ 2 Chi\>. iL H. Thi» k the ejLact traoslatioa trom the Hebrew. 
From tbevordiAt wm being misplaced in tilo English TcrrioiK the widow 
n%ht herappoMd tohm hecn of the tribe <tf KapthftE inaleftdttrthe 
m. •iKkV^vii.lS. 
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" The son of a widow woman of the daugiiters of 
Dan, and his father was a man of Tyre." 

He being a Naphthalite proves that His ^ther, who 
was married to a daughter of the tribe of Dan, be- 
longed to that tribe ; and from being termed a man 
of Tyre, it must be supposed he enjoyed the same 
rights of citizenship as the inhabitants of that city, 
and that the Hebrews settled in foreign countries at 
that early period. 

From ancient history learn, that the Ph<Bmcian8 
were among the earliest navigators. They founded 
(Jarthage iive centuries before the foundation of Eome, 
and made voyages to Spam, from which country they 
drew incredible quantities of silver; for Aristotle 
assures us that when the Phcenicians first arrived in 
Spain, they exchanged their naval coniuiodities for 
such immense quantities of silver, that their ships 
could neither contain nor sustain its weight, although 
they used it for ballast, and made thdr anchors, and 
other implements of silver. And Jeremiah informs us 
that "plates of silver were brought from Taisliish."^ 

The Hebrew and Phoenician fleets sailing together 
for Tarshish, accounts for the incalculable quantity 
and superabundance of silver at that time in Jeru- 
salem, as stated in Scripture. 

*' Silver was accounted as nought in the time of ^ 
Solomon."* 

And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem as 
atones for abundance."* 

When the Cartha;cini«n» ^wt went to Spain, they 

fcjuiui the quantity of silver undiminished, as the 
iuhabitants at tliat time made all their utensils, and 
even their mangers, of that precious metal. 

Wer. X. 9. •I King!!, x. 21. » Ibid. ». 27. 

r 
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Alter the Romans gained possession of Spain, this 
immense quantity was greatly reduced ; but yet in 

the space of nine years they o«irried away 111,542 
pounds of silver, and 4,095 of gold, besides a large 
quantity of coin, and other articles of value. Making 
allowance for the exaggerations of ^bulous historians, 
there is no doubt Spain at this time was exceedingly 
rich, for if we may believe Strabo, tliere was a mine 
near Carthagena, that yielded daily 25,000 drams of 
silver, or about £300,000 per annum. 

According to the Targum of Onkelos, he considers 
Tarshish to have been in Africa/ That he may have 
l)oen led into that opinion is easily accounted for. The 
Phc&nicians are known to have been very jealous of 
strangers knowing from whence they drew their 
riches. It is even said, that if at any time they 
observed a strange sail keeping them company, or 
following in their track, they wore sure to get rid of 
him if they could, or deceive him if possible; in 
which policy they went so far as to venture the loss 
of their vessels and even their lives, so jealous were 
they of foreigners and so tenaciously bent on keeping 
the whole trade to themselves."* 

This being the case, and Carthage being a colony 
of theirs, it is probable that, in later times, to deceive 
other nations and particularly the Romans when 
Rome became their powerful rival, the Tarshish fleet 
touched there in their voyages, which led Onkelos 
and the Romans to suppose that they drew their 
wealth from Africa. 

This early settlement of the Jews in Spain is 
further corroborated by an ancient history of Toledo," 
wherein it is stated that 500 years before the Chris- 

»• Ency. Brit, • »» Bojasi. 
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tiaii Em, their [)<)|>ulation had so increased in timt 
city (which could not have been the case unless they 
had been long settled there )^ that they spread and 
built the towns of Escalona, Magueda, Cadaholsa, 
Guardia, Romeria, Alnioroz, Noves, Nonibleca, and 
the present Temblequ j, which they had named Beth- 
lehem. Toledo is iiho said to have been built by 
them on theii* tirst establishment in that conn try, to 
which they gave the name of Toledoth ; although the 
Hebrew writers of the middle ages call it Tolitola, 
probably the name given to it by the Moors, who 
held pobses^ionof it for four centuries, or a cormptioa 
of its Latiu name Toletanum. 

Some authors of high authority^ and to whom 
the greatest erudition cannot be denied, entertain the 
opinion that Jews existed in Spain from the earliest 
iimes. 

Mariana, and some other Spanish historians, date 
tlic establishment of the Jews after the destruction 
of Jemsalem and the temple by Nebuchadnezzar; 
and that many came to Hispania with Hispan, who 
hud accompanied him as an auxiliary in his expedition 
against Judea; as tiiis event only took place 550 
years before the Christian Era, they could not then 
have built the above-named towns at the period stated, 
yet Father Mariana, who was no friend to the Jews, 
and ac(|iiainted with the assertiun, says, he will 
neither atiirui nor attempt to disprove it wiiich he 
would readily have done if he could. 

Some assert it to have been seventy years later, on 
the rest(jration to freedom hy Cyrus; at which period 
they say, one of his capt4iins named Pyrrhus came to 
Spain, and brought many Hebrews with him. 
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Whether at the former or latter periods, their early 
settlement is confirmed Don Isaac Aharbanel; for 
in his commentary on ZechaTiah,he states that his and 

another family resided at Seville during the time of 
the Second Temple, 

Many probably emigrated from the Holy Land 
daring the troubles in the time of the Judges, as we 
learn Elimelech did**; and also during the wars 
between the kings of Judah and Israel. 

Later writers assume the great influx to have taken 
place after the destruction of the Second Temple. One 
says, ^"Afiber Titus the son of Vespasian subjected 
Judea, many of those that could escape from the 
swords of the Roman le<rions, or the flames that 
reduced the beautiful Jerusalem to ashes, fled, seeking 
an asylum, some in the East, some in Babylon, some 
in Egypt ; and the families of the greatest considera- 
tion were brought to Spain, among whom were the 
remnants of Benjamin and J udah, descendants of the 
house of David."^* 

At this period many went to Merida; for the 
historian of that city states, ^^ihat they always made 
their residence in the best towns of a state, and from 
their general endeavours to assist each other, those 
expatriated from Jerusalem after the second destruc- 
tion being destitute, came to seek th^r brethren, who 
had long resided in that city.'* 

The anonymous author of the Memorias of Majorca, 
considers their settling in the Balearic Islands to have 
been sixty-live years before the Christian Era. 

After the conquest of Either, and the suppression 
of the revolt against the Roman power caused by 
Barchochab, the last effort of the Jewish nation to 

>3 Kuth i. 1, 2. >^ Morejon. Vargas. 
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regain their independence, Adrian, who was a native 
of Spain, transported to it a large number of prisoners 
from Judea ; some authors say as many as 50,000' 
families, thus greatly increasing the Hebrew popula- 
tion of those Roman provinces. 

Although the Spanish title of Don is generally 
supposed to be derived from an abbreviation of 
the Latin Bominua, and for which, seemg its univer- 
sal application, there might be good grounds were 
the word Dorriy yet, when the ancient establishment 
of the Jews in that country is considered, it 
is by far more probable that it originated from the 
Hebrew word pnK Adan (Lord, Master), which is 
used by Jews, as commonly as Sir in English con- 
versation. 

This opinion has also been entertained by some 
ancient l^uned lexicographers.*^ 

^ Minsbeu, Guichard. and others. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Edict of Augustus — PhUosophy taught by Jews at Car- 
dam^ ToledOj and Oafard — Proficiency in Astro- 

nomy — Causes of their Medical knowledge — Council 
of Elvira in 304 — Gothic Invasion — Fersecution 
at Minorca — Third Council of Toledo — Perseeution 
by Siz^nO^Fourth Council of Toledo, 

The edict of Augustus in the year 15 B.C., upwards 
of half a century before the destruction by Titus, 
addressed to all the Governors of the Roman provinces 
even to Britain,* in ftvoor of the Jews, proves, that 

while iSpain was under the dominion of the Romans, 
they enjoyed security and tranquillity ; yet we have 
no accounts of the Hebrew Philosophers, Mathemati- 
cians, Astronomers^ Historians, Grammarians, Physi- 
cians, Theologians, Jurists and Poets of that period; 
their names are unknown, but the germs must have 
existed, that produced so many who in after ages 
illustrated the Peninsula, and rendered it so famed 
for learning. At the tame that the rest of Europe was 
veiled in superstition and ignorance, and when it 
could boast of no other literature than Monkish 
legends that were unknown beyond the cloisters 
where they were penned, Jewish Rabbins occupied the 
highest chairs of Philosophy and Mathematics in the 
renowned Moorish Schools of Cordova and Toledo. 
Even in England the first school where experimental 
Philosophy, Geometry, Algebra and J^ogic were taught, 
was that of the Jews at Oxford, in the reign of Henry I. 
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It has yet the record of its ancient teachers in the 
Hebrew names of Moses' HaU, and Jacob's Hall. 

By them was the philosophy of the ancients made 
known to Europe. Accustomed from the carUest 
times, in the clear unclouded Oriental sky, to watch 
and observe the courses of the planetary system, their 
attention was incessantly directed to all the secret 
mysteries of nature; and they may be classed amongst 
the earliest astronomers. 

In medicine they excelled. Various causes combined 
to give them this pre-eminence, their industry had 
rendered them masters of commerce. They travelled 
more than other pe nile; and their knowledge of 
foreign languages led them to seek in Greece and the 
ruins of the Roman Empire for ancient manuscripts. 
They knew where the choicest drugs were to be found, 
and how best to preserve them. Their close connection 
mth the East (for every doubtful legal question was 
sent to the famous Oriental schools for solution), and 
with Spain, which had become the centre of Arabian 
medicine, made them the chosen physicians of kings, 
princes^ popes, and nobles, in preference to otliers. 
The Antbian medicine was the o£Pspring of the Jewish ; 
yet some historians have imjustly confounded them, 
giving to the former the honor that belongs to the 
latter. The Spanish Hebrews educated at Cordova, 
Toledo, and Zara, furnished masters to the celebrated 
* schools of Montpelier and Salerno. 

Europe has scarcely acknowledged, much less repaid, 
the debt she owes to the illustrious Hebrew schools of 
Spain. 

They appear, in that country, not only to have been 
cultivators and possessors of the soil; but numerous, 





10 COUNCIL OJf ELVXBA. [304. 

wealthy, respected and lioii(n*ed by its other iTiluibit- 
ants. Unhnpedcd, they observed their religion aa 
when in the Holy Land; but as early as in 304, we 
find the Catholic Clergy, fearing the connection of the 
inhabitants with the Jews might prove obstructive to 
the propagation of Christianity, enacted at the Council 
of Elvira the ibUowing Canona against the descendants 
of Israel*' 

"CamOM 16.— The daughters of Calholica dballnol be given in 
muriage to heretiosi unless they submit themsolTes to the Catholio 
CShuToh; the same is also ordaiiied for Jewv and schismatics. Parents 
who transgress this order shall be exoommimicated for five years." 

Jews were not then, as in later periods, considered 
heretics, or they would not have been pardcolarly 

named. 

*' Canon 4;:>. — LandlioMoi-s are to be adinonisliod not to permit 
the produce they thanklully rttceivo from God to l)e blessed by the 
Jews, lest our beticdictiou be rendered invalid and laiprotitable. 
Should auy person presume to do so aller this interdiction, let him 
be entirely ejected iVom the chiurch." 

This shews that the bishops of that synod feared 
that the Hebrew benediction would be held in higher 
estimation than that of the Catholic Church ; aod that 
the inhabitants, from the example of the Jews^ had 

learnt to praise and thaiik the Oinni})otent Creator, 
who had bountifully supplied their wants. 

Canon 50. — If any person, whether clerical or one of the 
faithful, shall take food with Jews, he is to abstain from our com" 
munion, that he may learn to atnend.** 

This proves the happy social state that existed 
before intolerance and bigotry- broke the fraternal 
bond. The clergy as well as others partook of the hos- 
pitable meal, and joined the festive board of their 
♦icwish neighbours. 

' Aguirre, C«^*Max.* 
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" Cakon 78. — If one of the faithful, having a wife, commit nrinltery 
witli a Jewess or Pagan, he is to be ejected from our communion." 

Tills w ould almost lead to the supposition, that 
the Church permitted other adulteries. The Tahnud, 
which has since been considered as inducing the Jews 

to be hostile to Christianity, was not then written. 

Yei^rs elapsed "without the annals of Spain re- 
cording any event that affected the Hebrew race. 

In 410, the hordes of barbarians from the North, 
like a desolating torrent, inundated the Peninsula, 
and drove the Roman Eagles from the Northern 
provinces. While its conquerors professed Arianism, 
the Jews lived undisturbed under the new rulers of 
the land. Kings assumed the regal power only to 
be assassinated by their more fortunate rivals. 

In 418, the Catholic bishop of Minorca persecuted 
them, and took away one of their two synagogues at 
Mahon, where the Jewish population was three hun- 
dred families. They were also numerous at Palma. 
I^ye hundred and forty are said voluntarily to have 
become converts ; which is not probable, as we learn 
they returned to Judaism on the Moors conquering 
the islands. 

Euric, the ninth sovereign, laid the foundation of 
the Fuero Juzgo, the Yisigothic code, which was 
subsequently enlarged. His son Recared abjured 
Arianisni, and was the first Catholic Visigoth king of 
Spain. Zeal for his new faith induced him, in the 
fourth year of his reign, anno 589, to convene the 
Third Council of Toledo. Amongst its canons the two 
following respecting the Jews were enacted.' 

** C.^NOK 14. — In couformity with the opinion of di« Council, OUT 
glorious king has ordered to be inserted among the canons, that 
Jews shall not be permitted to have Christian wives or concubines. 

^ Aguirre. 
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All children born from stich union are iv \xi brought to l iii ti.sin; 
nor shall they he permitted to purchase Christian slaves lu serve 
til' 111. If Christian sluvus arc circumcisocl, they shall i>e lil)erated 
without ransom, and they iihall revert to tlu; Christiaii religion. 
Nor shall they hold any public office whereby they can iiiliict any 
piuiibhment on Christiana." 

Although they might not buy shives to serve them, 
they were not prohibited a commerce which then was 
carried on to a great extent in Spain. From the latter 
enactment, it appears Jews previously held judicial 

offices. 

" Canon 24. — It is decreed, that Jews, in carrying their dead, 
shall not l>e permittetl to sing Psalms; but they are to observe their 
ancient custom of bviiring and interring their dead. The |>enalty for 
truoijgrcssing this decree is six ounces of gold to be paid to the 
coimt of the city." 

iPhis seems to be an infringonient on a custom then 
prevalent, and probably considered a religious duty. 

Sizebuti the twenty-fourth sovereign in two cen- 
turies, being raised to the Gothic throne in 612 after 
the assassination of his three predecessors, took from 
the Romans many cities they yet possessed in An- 
dalusia and the South, Seeking to secure his conquests, 
he sent an ambassador to the Emperor Heraclius at 
Constantinople to negociate a peace. The emperor, 
who had been foretold by an astrologer that Ghrist- 
enduni would be in great danger from a circumcised 
people, considered it was the Jews, whose bravery he 
had experienced in his Eastern expedition, and whom 
he knew to be numerous in Spain, made it an article 
of the treaty, that Sizebut should compel them to re- 
nounce Judaism and be baptised, or quit the kingdom. 
That monarch made no difficulty to accept it, not- 
withstanding the remonstrances of some bishops who 
represented it as being contraiy to Christianity; -for 
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Gregory I. who then filled the papal see, desired that 
the concesfflons that had been granted to the Jews 
should be faidifully observed. Nevertheless Sizebat 

imprisoned many of the most wealthy, and sanctioned 
the murder of those who would not embrace Christ- 
ianitj. Numbers abandoned all they possessed to 
preserve their faith, and emigrated to that part of 
Gaul occupied by the Franks. Others passed over to 
Africa; yet a Spanish historian asserts that 90,000 
received baptism, more to escape the horrors that 
awaited the refusal of those who were steadfast to the 
religion of their ancestors, than with sincerity. The 
severity of this barbarous chieffcain, who is otherwise 
represented as governing mildly, can only be ac- 
counted for by the supposition, that he feared the 
immense number of the Jewish population in his 
dominions might fulfil the prediction made to He- 
raclius. On his death in 621, many of the converts, 
who had dissembled to accommodate themselves to 
the times, returned and openly professed Judaism. 

The Jews seem to have had some respite from 
persecution, during the short reigns of Recared IL 
and Snintila, whom Sisenand, with the assistance of 
Dagobert, king of the Franks, deposed. lie immediate- 
ly convoked the Fourth Toledan Council, to secure 
himself the usurped Cro^vn; for although Councils 
were originally established to regulate ecclesiastical 
matters, to suppress the scandalous irregularity and 
misconduct of the clergy, and to reform Church 
discipline, those of Spain, a few days aft«r assembling, 
invited some nobles to join in their deliberations, 
thus constituting themselves a legislative assembly, and 
enacting canons that were to be the law of the land. 
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At this council held in 633, St. Isidor, the bi^op 
of Seville, presided; and the following canons Wiere 
enacted regarding the Jews/ 

^ Canon 67 ••^Jn respect to JewB, this holy synod has fwAved, 
tliat in. iVitnre _no one shall be comp elled to recei ve our fait „l]i ; for 
God bath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will 
he hardeneth ; as such persons are not saved imiviUingly, but by 
consent, that the attribute of justice be preserved entire. For as 
man perished hy his own tree will in tnbmitting to the serpent, so 
when the grace of God ealleth, every man is saved by believing, by 
the conversion of his own mind. Therefore thej are not to be 
constrained, but persuaded into conversion, by the free agency of 
the will. As to those already forced into Ghristaaoity, as was done 
in the time of the most devout prince Sicebut, since it is evident 
they have partaken of the holy sacrament, have received the grace 
of baptism, have been anmnted wjth the cfarispi, and received the 
body and blood of our Lord; it is right they should be obliged to 
retain the &ith they have undertake, although under compulsion 
and necessi^, lest the name of God be bbsphemed, and Ihe ^Ih 
they have assumed be considered worthless and despicable.** 

Jews were no longer to be forced against their 
will to adopt th6 Catholic faith ; but the cruelty of 
the other enactments of this Council were such, as a 
bigoted clergy would, in their thirst for domination in 
those dark ages of Gothic ignorance and saperstition, 
devise against those who would not submit to their 
rclif^ous creed; and, as micrlit ( xpected, would be 
sanctioned by vSovercigns, who raised to the throne in 
general, on the blood of their predecessors, required 
the powerful aid of the clergy to maintain on their 
heads the crown they had usurped. 

Canon 66. — ^The avarice of some persons is so great, that, as 
the Apostte saith, through oovetousness they have erred irom the 
faith. Many ec d esiastacs and laymen have, by accepting presents 
from the Jews, bestowed their protection on infidelity; such perscns 
are-desOTedly .to behdd as belonging to Antidirist, who thus act 
contrary to Christ Tber^re, whoever henceforth, whether bidiop 

* Aguirre. 
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ecclesiastict or lajmaQ, ahali afford them his protection for rewaid 
or favor, to the disparagement of the Christian faith, let him b^jome 
an alien from the Catholic Church and* the kingdom of God, as a 
truly profane and sacrilegious person ; for it is light that he should 
be severed from the body of Ghiist, who makes himself a patron 
of Christ's enemies/' 

This sbews tiiat even the highest clergy could not 

resist a tempting bribe; and, notwithstanding their 

pretended zeal for the CathoUc &ith, Jewish money 

cuuki purchase their protection. 

*' Canon 59. — Many who have formerly been elevated to the 
Christian faith^ are now known, in contempt of Christ, not only to 
practise Jewish ceremonies, but have even dared to practise the 
abomination of circumcision. By the advice of our most pious and 
religious prince, Sisenand the king, this holy Synod hath decreed 
that such transgressors, being apprehended on the authority of the 
prelates, shall be recalled to the true worship, according to Chris- 
tian doctrine, so that those who will not amend of their own accord, 
may be compelled by sacerdotal correction. Should such persons as 
tliey may have circumcised, be children of the above, they shall 
be taken from the society of their parents; and if slavesi they 
shall be liberated in compensation for the injury." 

This proves that the forced converts returned as soon 
as possible to the reli^on of their fathers, and practised \ 
its earliest sacred rite. The sacerdotal correction of 
those who would not again be persuaded to follow 

Catholicism is not stated. Whatever it might have 
been, this is certain, priests became executioners. 

** Canon 60. — We decree, that the sons and daughters of Jews 
are to be separated from their parents, lest they be involved in their 
errors. They are to be placed in monasteries, or with Christian 
men and women who fear God, that by their society they may learn 
the worship of the true faith, that, being thus better instructed, they 
may improve in morals and belief." 

In the present age, it is hardly possible to believe 
that men, considered as ministers of Grod, could have 
enacted so barbarous and unnatural a decree, as to 
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separate children from their parents. How discordant 

to the religion they preached! 

«Canoh61. — If Jews thai have been biytiaed, afterwaids re- 
noonce ChrutSanitj, aad thus become liable to any penalty, their 
believing children ahall not be ezclnded inheriting tibeir property; 
for it is written, The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father.^ 

Policy may have dictated this, as fear of losing 
their portion of their father's property might have 
operated on children who had been converted, and 
induced them to renounce their newly*adopted creed, 
for the religion of their forefathers. 

'* GANOir 62.— The oonqpany of the wicked frequently comipteth 
the good, how much more tiiat of the viciously inclined. Dicarefiwe, 
there is to be no comnmnion between Jews that haye been eon- 
verted to the QiristiaR faith, and those who adhere to l2ieir ancient 
rites, lest by associating with them they be perverted. Therefiire, 
any that have been baptized, that do not avoid the society of un- 
believers, shall be given over to Christians, and the former be 
pnbKcly scourged." 

By another barbarous enactment worthy of that 
age, a convert speaking to a Jew became a slave, and 
the Jew he spoke to was to be publicly scourged. On 
what a fragile reed must that faith then have rested, 
when two individuals conversing together became dan- 
gerous to it. The severity of this law is a proof how 
easily the newly made converts returned to their duty 
to their God. 

" Canon 63. — Jews who have Christian wives are to be advised 
by the bishop of their diocese, that if they wish to live with them 
they must become Christians; and if, after being bo admonished, 
they reftise to obey, they are to be separated, as an tmbeliever 
cannot remain in wedlock with a woman who has become a Christian, 
The children are to brought up in the faith of their mother; and 
those bom of unbelieving mothers and believing fathers, are to 
follow the Christian religion, and not the Jewish soperstitions.'' 

Separating husband and wife never was Christian 
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doctrine, this law enabled a faithless wiie^ by the act 
of embracing Christianity, to divorce herself without 
further ceremony from her injured husband; if such 
there were, could the Christian faith gain hy the ac- 
quisition of such proselytes? 

G^OH. 64.— He who is fldtfaless to God oaimot be tnte to man. 
Thereibre Jews who were fomorly Chi'is^m, but now deny die 
fiuth in CbiuC, are not to be ffdmitted as witneases* although they 
declare ihemsdves to be Qiristians. For if suspected in zespect to 
their fidth in Clirist| their testimony on hmnan affiurs is nnsafe. 
No confidence can be placed in the testinumy of those brought up in 
ftlaehood; nor is credit due to those that rq'ect the true fidth." 

Persons suspected of haying no religion might justly 
be excluded from giving evidence; but hereby Jews 

who continued faithful to their religion are not pre- 
vented being mtnesses. 

" Canon. 65. — By command of the most excellent Lord and King 
Sisenand, this holy council has decreed that Jews and their de- 
scendants are not to hold public employments, as scandal would 
thereby be given to Christians ; therefore, provincial judges, to- 
gether with eoelesiastics, are to prevent their fraudulently obtaining 
such employments, and their succeeding therein. Should any judge 
tolerate such proceedings, he is to be excommunicated the same as 
tot sacrilege, and the petson that obtains the offioe shall be publicly 
seoorged.** 

This interdict shews that. Jawa nt^thAt jimeiii hftM 

piiKi;^ ftffir**") and is opposed to their conversion ; for 

no benefit could accrue therefrom^ since even their 
descendants were precluded from holding public em- 
ployments; yet the severity of the enactment against 
the judge who clandestinely permitted it, indicates 
they were in tiie habit of conniving at it. 

** Cahon. 66. — By the decree of the most glorious prince, this 
council has resolved, that no Jew shaU hare CSiristian serrants, nor 
purchase Christian slaves, nor retain such by ptt of any person. 
As it is shameful that the members of Christ should serre the 

C 
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ministers of Antichrist. HeOGeforwafd, should any Jew dare to 
keep Christian slaves of either tex, they shall be liberated, and re- 
stored to their freedom." 

This was an infringement on their trade, which 
former Councils had not interfered with, the Third 

Toledaii Council had only prohibited their keeping 
Christian slaves as servants, -svliii li it would appear 
had not been attended to, or they would not have 
found it necessary to repeat the injunction. 



CHAPTER III. 

Sixth, Eighth^ Ntnth^ Tenth, Twelfth, and Sixteenth 
Counal'S of Toledo. — Settlements in Africa,— 
SevefUeenth Council of Toledo^ 

Chintilla having been raised to the throne on the 
demise of Sisenand, who had in 635, the last year of 
his reign, convoked the Fifth Council of Toledo, which 
probably, considering the preceding one had done 
sufficient against the Jews, niakeitj no mention of them. 
But the Sixth, assembled by Chintilla, in 638, con- 
firmed all f&aner enactments agunst that innocent 
people; for we find no crime on record imputed to 
them individually or collectively, except their ad- 
herence to the law their forefathers Lad received at 
Mount Sinai, could be so deemed. 

Tliis Council less liberal than that bt. Isidor had 
presided over, enacted by.^ 

Canov. 8.— The inflexible treachery of the Jews has \j piety 
and divine grace been overeome; Ibr inajdred by the Most High 
God, our most excdlont and Christian prince, inflamed with ardour 
for the ihith, together with the clergy of his kingdom, has resolved 

> Aguirrc, Coll. Max. 
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to destiny their prevarication and superstition to the utmost, by not 
permitting the residence of any person in the land who is not a 
Catholic. For which zeal we give thanks to the Almiglity King 
of Heaven, that lie has created so illustrious a soul, and endued it 
with His wisdom. May he grant him a long life in this world, and 
everlasting glory in the future. 

"We therefore now decree, and confirm what has hitherto been 
enacted in gimeral synod respecting the Jews, seeing that all re- 
quisite for tlieir salvation has been done with circumspection. We 
now declare all such edicts to be valid." In addition to ivhich they 
added: "We hereby deliberately resolve, that whoever in future 
shall obtain the sovereignty, shall not ascend the throne before he 
has sworn not to permit the Jq^vs to infringe this holy faith, and in 
no wise to be seduced, eithex tlirough neglect or cupidity to favor 
their perfidy.** 

The latter part of this Canon shews^ that the Glei^ 
suspected that even these intolerant Yisigothic kings, 

might be hribed not to enforce the execution of the 
conciliary decrees ; and is thejirrit instance of their 
aasuminfi^ in Spain to dictate laws to their^Sove- 
r eign. 

It might he supposed this rigorous decree would 

have struc]; a mortal blow to the Hebrew nation in 
the Peninsula; but the frequent revolutions of the 
throne, the instability of the royal authority, and the 
troubles that accompanied each election and accession 
to the crown, added to the ignorance .of the admin- 
istrators of the law and the clergy, who in general 
could neither read or write, were causes that prevented 
the strict execution of the decrees of the Councils, 
and rendered them ineffective. An extraordinary 
£M2t is, that these laws ndther ^cted the conversion, 
nor extirpation of the Jews ; but there were Christians 
who embraced Judaism. Attached to their domes- 
tic hearths, the productive returns of the soil they 
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industriously cultivated, tlidr extensive commerce, 

and the graves of their dearest ties, they yet remained ; 
aware that their wealth and tlie venality even of the 
Clergy could secure them protection in time of need. 

They do not appear to have been molested during 
the short rdgn of Ids son Tuiga, nor in the succeeding 
one of Ghindasvinto who had deposed him ; although, 
to legalise his usurpation and obtain the su[)port of 
the clergy, he took the prescribed oath. Contrary 
to the fundamental laws of the kingdom and the 
rights of the nohleSy the crown being elective, he as- 
sociated with him in the regal power his son Rece»- 
vintlius, who ascended the throne on the death of his 
father in (>49. 

At the Eighth Council of Toledo, he presented a 
memorial recorded by Aguirre, and embodied in the 
Fuero Juzgo,' said to be from the newly converted 
Jews of Toledo, who feared a threatened enquiry into 
their conduct as good Catholics. This seems to be a 
spurious document, and probably was some forgery 
imposed upon him; for it can scarcely be believed to 
have emanated from persons who had professed Ju- 
daism; that they would abrogate its most sacred 
rites, and break off all connection with their Jewish 
relatives, solely under condition that they should not 
be forced to eat pork. 

We find no further mention made of them during 
Ids reign ; if we except the twentieth canon of the Ninth 
Toledan Council held two years after, which enjoined 
all baptised Jews strictly to observe all the festivals 
of the New Testament, and to attend all solemnities 
of the Church, under pain of being sentenced to fast, 
or to be scourgied. 

* Vide infra, Chap. IV. law xvi 
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Notwithstaddiugthe decrees of Gounoils, the Clergy 
sold their slaves to Jews ; and the trade was so openly 
carried on, that the Tenth Council of Toledo, held in 
656, found it necessary to enact a Canon against 
ffiich traffic. On the death of Recesvinthus in 672, 
Wamba, against his will, was forced by the Nobles and 
Clergy to accept the Crown. He found his Jewish 
subjects numerous ; for during the tranquillity they 
had enjoyed for some years, they had greatly in- 
creased, to wUch their early marriageB and active life 
mainly contributed. As the new king was obliged 
to take the prescribed oath, and to order all uncon- 
verted Jews to be expelled from the kingdom, the 
decree was rigidly executed. Some went to Africa; 
and numbers who would not submit to baptism, passed 
the Pyrenees, and sought an asylum in Narbonne 
and Gascony, where they were kindly received. Dur- 
ing his reign, the Saracens made their first attempt 
against Spain, but this attack his bravery defeated. 
Recovering from the eflfects of poison administered at 
the instigation of £rvig who, dazzled by the brilliancy 
of a diadem, sought his death, he retired to a mon- 
astery in 680, ulxlicating with pleasure to his am- 
bitious rival a throne he had been forced to occupy. 

To secure his ill-acquired dignity, Ervig, in 681, 
assembled the Twelfth Council of Toledo, when the 
following was enacted f 

** Canon 9.— .We have read with careful attention the laws lately 
promulgated bj our most glorious prince, in various divisions, upon 
die execrable perfidy of the Jews. With due consideration, we 
likewiae have approved all those regulations ; and, as they have been 
justly orduned and approved by synodal examination, they shall 
benoeforward be held as an irrevocable course in judicial pro- 
oeedings against the tran^ressors of them." 
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\ <« Tbe laws ia repetitum of fiwrner laws againft Jewiah trana- 

gressionsy and the lata ratificadon of tlie same " 

" That Jews sball not abstain themselTes, nor withhold their 

children or slaves from baptism.** 
4 " That Jews shall notedebiate liie Passorer as accustomed, nor 

practise dreomcisionj nor dissuade any one from the Christaaa faith.** 
^ That Jews shall not presmne to obsenre the Sabbath, or any 

festival of tfadr retigion.'* 

^ That Jews shall not work on the Lord's day nor on other speci- 
fied days.** 

« • " That Jews shall make no distinction in food." 
. ** That Jews shall no longer many near relations.** 
( , ** That Jews shall not dare to defend their religion to the dis- 
paragement of ours, nor flee anywhere to avoid the iaith; nor shall 
any person harbonr such.** 

That no Chiistian accept any gift whatever to die prgudice of 
the Christian faith.** 

. • ** That Jews shall not read books abhorred by the Christian ftith.** 
^ That no Christian slave shall belong to Jews.** 
. If a Jew declares hunself to be a Christian, and on that aocount 
refuses to give up a slave.** 

' ' Eveiy Jew on embracing the failih to deliver his profession in 
writing.** 

The coaditiima Jews are to swear to, on renoimdog Judaism 
ibr the laidi.** 

^ ** Concerning Christian slaves of Jews not declared to l^e Christians, 
and respecting those who shall denounce them.** 

" "No Jew shall dare to govern, strike, or arrest any Christian in 
virtue of any authority, except by royal ordinance." 
. **That unconverted slaves of Jews receiving the Christian faith, 
shall receive their freedom. 

' « That Jews ahall not presume on tiie authority of land proprietors 
or others, to govern a Christian family, and the penalties to be in- 
flicted on those that give them such authority.** 

" That a Jew arriving from any other province or territory of 
our domimoos, shall without delay present himself before the bishop 
or priest of the place, and what is proper he should observe.** 
''The manner in which bishops are to muster Jews at stated times.*' 
" Any person having a Jew in his service, shall deliver him up 
on the demand of any priest.** 
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^L> That the duty of distinguishing Jews belongs solely to priests '* 
V " On the penalties priests and magistrates incur for delay in 

executing the laws against the Jews." 
^ 5 "That magistrates shall not presume without the sanction of the 

priest, to decide any matter of Jewish transgression." 
y ' " Tliat bishops are exempt from penalties when tlieir presbyters 

have not sciit for their abjudication, what they have failed to correct." 

' ** The prerogative of mercy towards those who are truly converted 

to the Christian faith is reserved to princes.'* 
^ ' ** Every bishop shall furnish the Jews of his diocese with a l)ook 

written against their errors, and shall store in the archives of his 
^cathedral, their professions and conditions." 

^ ** The promulfrutiou of all these Jaws as approved by synodal 
decision, by uui uiiaiamous consent, shall be enforced against those 
that transgress them." 

These elaborate laws as will be seen could not be 
carried into effect. Probably the severity and prolixity 
of th^ enactments, rendered them as fruitless, as all 
other anterior decrees of councils had proved. 

Ervig having named as his successor Egica, the 
nephew of VV'amba, he was succeeded by him on his 
death in 687. The year after his accession, Egica 
convoked the Fifteenth Coancil, but nothing was said 
or duue respecting the Jews. At the Sixteenth, held 
in 693, as he found the Oppressive laws of his prede- 
cessors had proved ineffective, he sought by rewards 
to keep the converts to their newly assumed faith. 

His patent for its convocation contains the follow- 
ing;' "in conformity to our late proclamation, none 
of those Jews who persevere in their obstinacy, shall 
approach the tribunal of justice on any subject what- 
ever, nor shall presume to transact any business with 
Christians. Nevertheless, if any of the said Hebrews, 
their wives or children, shall hereafter sincerely em- 
brace the Catholic faith, renouncing all prevaricating 

* Agiuite. 

r 
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errors and the ceremonies of their former idigion, let 
him be free from every subjection be was under while 
in his state of error, and was accustomed to contribute 

to the public service." The council r-nacted : — 

" Canon 1. — Notwithstanding many writers of the ancient fathers, 
and promulgated laws extuut, condemning tlie false belief of the. 
Jews, yet, as the proplietic record declares, ' tlie sin of Jndah 
is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a dianioud,* 
they still pt;r&evere in the blindness of their obstinacy on a yet 
harder rock. It is too plain that the walls of the Catholic Church 
are often attaclced by the engines of their infidelity. Therefore 
they must be unwillingly corrected, or awfully crushed while per- 
ishing for ever under the judgment of God. 

" It is the laudable practice* of skilful physicians to press the 
art of healing on those who sutier various diseases, until they accept 
the wholesome remedy. Then, as the earnest desire and ready 
devotion of our glorious and Christ-loving kin?, Fcrica, are willing 
to provide the virtue of this admirable niedicme lor them, that 
either they be converted to the faith, or if adhering to their infidelity 
be niorc severely treated, by Ids command and exhortation our 
Qouncii has unanimously resolved: — 

** That all provisions contained in the decrees and laws of our 
predeoe^rs in, the Catholic faith, for the destruction of their per- 
fidy, shall be more strictly enforced by all ecclesiastics and ma- 
gbtrates; and what we now ordaiii shall be equally zealously 
observed. Namely* 

" That all those who shall be sincerely converted, and withoul 
subterfuge ftithiuUy keep the Catholic faith, shall remain secure 
in their poaaessions and property^ and exempt from erery tax they 
have been accustomed to pay to our sacred treasury ; but such aa 
continue in their infidelity shall pay the full amount of their cus- 
tomary taxation for the public benefit. 

Those who have abandoned their errors, shall only pay to the 
revenue tlie same as other freemen, and be at fxiW liberty to carry 
on business, and equally with Christians, shall discharge any public 
du^ihey maybe appointed to by the king; for the rule of faith 
requires that every one adorned with the faith of Christ, should be 
Jield as noble and honorable among men. 

We Miy confirm the said law, which, as aboTe stated, has been 
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promixlgated by our lord the king, %iGa, for the suppresssion of 
contumacj, and by this decree of our oonalitutioD, declare it to be 
of inmioTeable stabilitjr." 

But Egica did not succeed, in his purpose; for 
although some fer^, allured by becoming nobles and 
being relieyed from heavy imposts, may have abjured 
the religion of their fathers, they remained firm in 
their faith ; and they appear to liave been numerous. 
In the early part of his reign, instead of prosecuting, 
he was favorable to his Hebrew subjects. He annulled 
the capital punishments they were liable to, and sub- 
stituted banishment or scourging, which was not even 
inflicted. They were at first tolerated, and then owned 
lands, houses, and slaves; for we find a colony of Jews 
at this period existed in the Pyrenees. Repeated 
emigrations had led them to form settlements on the 
opposite coasts of Africa, and naturally a mutual 
sympat hy for absent friends and mercantile enterprise 
led to a constant correspondence and communu ation 
between the opposite shores of the Mediterranean, as 
Jews were located in most of the seaports, for the 
benefit of their commerce. 

^Vlthough history is silent as to the Saracens making 
any attempt against Spain since their defeat by 
Wamba^ it may yet be supposed the design was not 
' abandoned. Egica suspected the Hebrews of the two 
shores had combined to assist them in the conquest of 
the Peninsula, a suspicion founded on the idea that 
they would gladly embrace the opportunity of aveng- 
ing the wrongs and persecutions they had suHered 
since Catholic Visigoth sovereigns had wielded the 
Iberian sceptre. Proofs he had none, or he would 
have laid them before the Seventeenth Council of 
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Toledo, held the following year, {)04, instead of the 

vague accusation, "that lie hud recently learnt by open 
avowal, that the Hebrews had plotted witli others 
beyond the sea to effect the ruin of Christendom.' ' 
That Council enacted; — 

" Canon 8. — By command of our most pious 'kiiv^, Kgica, wlio, 
intlamed with zeal for the Lord, and impelkd by ardour for the 
lioly faith, not only wishes to avenge the insult offered to Christ's 
cross, hut to prevent by severity the ruin tlicy had savagely en- 
gaged to bring on his country and people, that the perjurers them- 
selves and their posterity be deprived of all their property and 
possessions, the same being confiscated to the national trerrurv, 
tliat they be deprived of their homes in all the provinces of Spain, 
and be subjected to perpetual slavery under those he may assign 
them to ; and so remain for ever. Nor shall any opportunity by 
connivance be afforded them of recovering their liberty, while they 
continue obstinate in their unbelief^ for they are branded with 
numberless transgressions. 

Wc likewise ordain, that certain Christian slaves that belong' 
to such Jews, as shall be selected at the king's will, shall eitln r 
receive from their owner's property as much as the king by his 
authority shall grant, or written letters of manumission; and the 
duties hitherto performed for the public l»v those Jews, are to be 
performed to the full extent, without diminution by the said slaves 
whom our said prince may have selected, 

" Finally, the persons to whom the said Jews shall have been 
appropriated l)y our said Lord the king, shall sign a bond on their 
honor, not to permit them to perform their worship, or celebrate 
Uieir rites, or in any way to follow the perfidy of their ancestors. 

" We further decree that their children of both sexes of seven 
years old and upwards, are not to reside or associate with their parents, 
but their owners shall give them to be brought up by faithful Chris- 
tians, keeping in view that the males are to be united in marriage 
with Christian women, and the females married to Christian men. 

" And as before said, permission shall not be given either to tlie 
parents or children, to observe the ceremonies of Jewish super- 
stition, nor opportunity bc afiorded them of again walldng in the 
paths of their iinbelief." 
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The foregoing demonstrates how inefficient all for- * 

nier decrees had been to eradicate Judaism from the 
Hebrew breast. Taiif^ht from their earliest iiifiincy to 
acknowledge the unity of God, the Creator of heaven 
and earth) by Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord is our God, 
the Lord is One!"' it remains indelibly imprinted on 
their souls, and vnth their last expiring breath, they 
repeat the sacred verse. Nor could anterior enact- 
ments be carried into eflt'ect, from causes before stated; 
to which probably may be added, the reluctaDce of 
the inhabitants to oppress a people with whom ihey 
had lived in friendly intercourse for centuries before 
the Gothic conquest. 

Notwithstanding former interdicts, they yet were 
possessed of slaves, and served the State; and the 
latter part of the Canon corroborates the assertion of 
Lloiente, that many of the present grandees and 
nobles of Spain are descended from Jewish ances- 
tors. 

This, like preceding condliary decrees tended only 
to the involmitaiy apostasy of a few, and the emigra^ 
tion of many ; for as Aguirre says, "Many edicts were 

ill Vciiu laade by the Gntlilc kiiiLi> against the Jews." 
The_JFjiero Juzgo was iixst compiled in 634 ; but by 
the following translation it will be seen that many later 
laws are added to it, and that those regarding Jews 
t»»e iiK>ie BpeciaUy directed agaiiist ^ 

* 0eut. Ti, 4. 
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iffUtxa B^it^ VisigoHUc CodeJ' 

BOOK zii. TITLE 2. 

Laws on Hbrbtics Aim Jews. 

IV. — No Jew is in any manner to revile or abandon the 
holy Christian faith which the saints received by baptism. 
Ko person shall impugn it by word or deed, nor attack it either 
secretly or overtly. Ko one shall hide himself to avoid re- 
ceiving it, nor shall any pei*son secaete one that Ke may escape. 
No Jew shall in future think to return to his errors and ex- 
oommimicated religion; no one shall imagine, utter, or by any 
act publish the deoeitfiil religion of the Jews, wHch is con- 
trary to that of Christians. No one shall attempt by force to 
infiinge or to murmur against the Christian establishments* 
No person shall harbour any one acquainted with the said 
prohibitions, nor delay givirtg information against the person 
who hides one, and the place wlierc he is secreted. Whoever 
transgresses what we here ordain, shall receive the punishment 
the law enacts. — The King Don Recesvinthus, 

y. — ^No Jew shall cdebrate his passover on ihe fourteenth 

day of any month, nor make holidays on the days they have 

been accustomed to, nor observe any of tlie great or minor 
festivals coulbimable to their former error. No one shall in 
future observe the festivals, sabbaths, or other feasts, nor 

* IMrid Edit. 1600. 
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sball any one presume to respect or keep them hereafter. If 
any person is found to do it he shall reodve the puniahment 
tpedally established. — Ibid, 

VI. — No Jew flhall presume to marry or commit adultery, 
or incest with a relative within the sixth degree, nor make 
marriage leasts unless according to Christian custom: any 
person that docs so shall be punished and fined. — Ibid. 

VII. — No Jew shall circumcise himself, nor permit another 
person to do it to a freeman, shnre, or one who has been 
liberated) whether a native or foreigner; he is neither thus to 
mutilate hia flesh, nor that of any other person ; and any one 
who does, or permits another to do it, shall receiYe the punish- 
ment establbhed by law. — Ihid^ 

VIII. — The apostle St. Paul saith, that all things arc pure 
to men whu are pure in faith, but that nothing is pure to 
those that arc defiled by not being of the faithful; therefore it 
is right that the impurity which is the greatojst of impurities 
ought to be removed and rejected from among Christians; 
therefore we establish that no Jew shall make a distinction 
between one meat and another, according to their custom and 
the usages of their religion. No one shall abstain from eating 
such things as he ought, and that from their nature seem good. 
Ko person is to eat one food and reAise another, except such 
as Christian custom ordains, and should it be proved that 
any person tranBgiesses this ]aw be shall be punished aooor* 
dingly. — Ihid. 

IX. — We specially command by this decree, that no Jew 
in any cause can be- a witn^ against a Christian, although 
the Christian be a slave; nor can he in any trial have a Chris- 
tian put to the torture, nor can he be received as the accuser; 
that the faitli of an infidel may not be more valued than that 
of the faithtul, and tlie members of Christ be rendered sub- 
servient to their enemies; but Jews may give testimony in 
causes between each other or against their slaves. According 
to law they may plead, and bring them to judgment before 
Christian judges. — Ibid. 
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X. — A liar to man is disgraced, and ought to be panished, 
how much moic so should those who are prored to act de- 
odtrollj against the law of God, such persons ought not to be 
admitted as witnesses against Christians; we therefore forbid 
Jews whether baptised or not, being reodved as witnesses 
against Christians; but their descendants may give testimony 
together with Christians, proyided their good conduct and 
sincere faith is proved to the priest, king, or judge. — Ihuf. 

XL — This law is made to punish the perfidy of the Jews, 
more severely than enacted by former laws, therefore we ordain, 
that every Jew who transgresses the enactments and prohibitions 
contained in the aforesaid laws, and refuses to observe and 
maintain them as they have engaged, is to be put to death by 
their hands, and to be stoned or bnmt If the prince desires 
to spare the life of any person convicted of such crime, he 
shall make him a slave to whomever.he chooses, and his property 
shall be given to other Jews, in such manner that it never 
again come into his possession, nor shall he ever be released 
from slavery. — Ibid, 

XII. — We order that no Jew shall purchase or accept as a 
gift a Christian slave; and if he buy or receive one as a gift, 
(and circumcise him, he is to lose the sum he paid, and the 
sUve is to be manumitted) whether male or female. All the 
property of a Jew who circumcises a Christian slave shall be 
confiscated to the king. — Sigdmt 

XTll. — Whereas the law made long since by our ancestor 
King Recared, that Christian slaves should not be in the pos- 
session of a JcAv, would have sufficed had the Jews not sub- 
sequently beguiled the hearts of princes to benefit them con- 
trary to justice; and whereas we have made laws against them 
and in various ways opposed their deceit ; as in former times 
they have transgressed the law made by the said prince, our 
ancestor, we therefore by this law ordain, that any Chiistian 
slaves that were in the possession of Jews when the said law 
was made, whether liberated or not, are to have the rights of 
Boman citizens, and according to law axe to be free. And if 
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any of the slaves liberated in consequence of that ordinance of 
the kini^ liavc been sold, or by deed, or otbcrwisc placed in 
the li mils of another person, such bond is invalid, aiicl such 
sale annulled. The slave is to be free, the seller receiving the 
value ebtablished by law, and he is to live in freedom by his 
labour, the same as other working people ; and in proportion 
to the wages he earns, he shall be bound to pay a part to his 
former master. And if they have obtained any slaves since the 
law of the said prince was made, we command that they sell 
or libeiate them by the calends of July. Christians who have 
been circumcised by Jews, and observe their customs, shall be 
punished accoidrng to law. Those who again become slaves 
to Jews, or that according to law ought to be fiee, and are 
jet held by them in slavery, shall receive amends for it ac- 
cording to law, the same as a free man would. Jews that are 
converted to the holy Christian &ith, shall have their portion 
of their &ther's slaves, bnt neither the father or son shall make 
the apportionment in the sale of slaves; it shall be done by 
the purchaser solely. And Jews who have craftily obtained 
any concessions from our predecessors, the same are cancelled 
and devolve again to the king. Slaves of Jews that have had 
themselves baptised, or are found desirous to do so, and are in 
the possession of their masters, are to be immediately liberated; 
they are to pay the amount on receiving their freedom, and 
not having the means, and being unable to do it, they are to 
serve him at the same wages as a freeman, until the amoimt 
is paid.. — Ibid. 

XIV.— We give health to the poor of our kingdom when 
we relieve the finthful to God &om the power of infideb; for 
the &ith of Christians is much exalted when the craft of the 
Jews exercises no power over them: then the power of God 
can walk in the love of Christ Therefore by this law which 
Is to be valid hereafter for ever, in presence of all the barons 
of our court, we enact, that from the first year of our reign, no 
Jew shall have under him any Christian freeman, slave, or 
youtli, nor have them to serve him gratuitously; nor do we 
permit him in any manner to exercise authority over such. 
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but we pemit him to sell his slave with hia earnings and 
property to a Chrisdan in our dominions. And we ordor 
that no person shall have the power to sell hia slave out of 
the kingdom, but only in the places where they redde. And 
we order that if the slave has no property of his own, the 
vendor shall give the purchaser sufficient to clothe and main- 
tain him; this we order, that it may not appear that the 
seller throws him on the wide world. And if a Jew wishes 
to liberate his slave, and he turn Christian, he is tu do it 
aocordnig to tlie usage of Roman citizens, in such manner 
that he shall not be boimd to serve any Jew, but may if he 
chooses, live away from them and their society. And if a Jew 
fraudulently liberate or sella slave, and Fuch sale or release 
cause injury to the person he had previously sold him to, if a 
fieeman discovers the fraud, the Jew shall make good the 
loss, and if the Christian who assisted in committing the £raud 
have no property, he shall be giy^ as a slave to whom- 
soever the king pleases; and should it be a person of rank 
half his property is to be confiscated, and he is to be de- 
graded fi>r ever. And if a dave discover it, he shall be 
Uberatedand released by his owner, which freedom is valid 
for his whole life, and he is to receive a pound of gold 
from those who committed the fraud, and the king shall give 
another slave to the owner iu lieu of the one liberated. And. 
if a Jew circumcises a Christian, or converts a Christian 
woman to his religion, he is to be beheaded, and his property 
is to be confiscated to the king, and the informer is to be 
rewarded. 

Slaves bom from the connection of Christians with Jews 
are by our order to be Christians. If they will not consent, 
they are to be publicly scoiiiged and branded, and by order 
of the king shall be given to some Christian as slaves. If such 
connections are clandestinely carried on in our kingdom, the 
Jew may, if he chooses, become a Christian ; but if he will 
not, the connection is to be broken off, and he is to be 
banished from our kingdom for ever. To the above we add, 
that if a Jew wishes to turn to the Christian £uth, and receive 
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the holy baptism, he shall retain unmolested all the property 
he then possesses. And we command that this law, and sdl 
we bave ordered herein, is to be carried into fuU effect by 
the calends of July, and if sfter the said time until the 
calends of July next following, any Jew ahould be found po«- 
eesdng a Ghiistian ekve, half his property shall be' confiscated 
to the king, and the slave will be &ee; nor may the Jew 
demand any payment for his person, nor anything fi^m his 
future earnings. And this law, which we maice from tbe love 
of mercy and religion, for the preser^tion of our people, we 
order with God's help is to be for ever in force. 

Jesus Christ who conquers, will make all the kings our suc- 
cessors, who observe the enactments of tliis law, conquerors^ 
and prolf)ng the reign of those who shall be inclined to keep 
it; and although we do not believe, that the enactments of this 
law will ever be violated, yet should any one infringe or not 
observe it, let him in that age be degraded more than othormen, 
and his life be destroyed at the time he thinks of acting con- 
trary thereto; may the load of his sins for transgressing this law 
and its enactments be so heavy, that, on the awful day on 
which he is to come for judgment and our Lord is to appear, 
he be separated from the fiiithfol flock of Christ, and placed 
with Jews on the left hand, and burnt in flames of fiie with 
the devil for his companion. And we declare this, that the 
punishment of those who violate this law may be severe, and 
that those who enforce its provisions be well rewarded. 

XV. — In the execution of the foregoing laws, which we and 
our ancestors have made to eradicate the perfidy of the Jews, 
we have been pleased, in confirmation and to enforce the same, 
to add the following : for where we have given shelter to the 
enemies of the faith, and established guards against all the de* 
ceptions of infidels, it is right that we should confirm what has 
been done, and that we respect those that have been confinned; 
for inasmuch as the architect only demonstrates the inge* 
naity of art, while the work remains firm and is most re* 
spected, then, that the deceit of the Jews, which we have 

D 
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always in every way endeayomed to suppress, and to prevent 
the formation of their communicated establishments, we there- 
fore by this law enact: — 

That no person of any religion, or of any rank or quality, 
or attached to our court, either great or small, or any per- 
son of any people, or of any note, or of princes or grandees, 
shall endeavour or devise to assist Jews who will not he 
baptised, to remain in their faith and customs ; nor those that 
have been baptized to return to their perfidy and bad customs. 
No person, from being powerful, shall presume to defend 
them to remain in their wickedness; no one shall endeavour 
by word or deed to aid them therein, as it is opposed to 
the holy Christian fidth. Nor shall any one attempt to prove, 
say, or do^ either privately or publicly, any thing against it, 
should any one dare to do it, whether he is a bishop, eccle- 
siastic, or layman, of whom it be proved, he shall be sepa- 
rated from the society of Christians, and excommunicated by 
the Church. A fourth part of his property shall be confiscated 
to the king ; as it is just, that those who go in opposition to 
the love of Christ and the truth, in favour of its enemies, 
shoidd be separated from the society of the faithtul, and lose 
their property. 

Whoever transgresses this law, shall receive the sentence 
promulgated in the preceding of King Sizebut. 

XVL — ^The abjuration and protest made by the Jews 

against their religion in the time of king Rescesvinthus : — 

To our Lord the most merciful and much honored king, 
Rescesvinthus. 

We, all the Jews of Toledo who have signed, and put our 
usual signatures hereto, salute you. 

We remember that in former times by command of king 
Chintila, that we truly and justly promised and engaged by 
writings, that we all would receive and observe the Christian 
faith ; but as the errors of our fathers prevent our sincerely 
believing in our Lord Jesus Christ, and firmly to practise 
the Christian fiiith ; we therefore now of our free will and 
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accord, answer to your bighnees for ourselyes, our wives and 
childreii, that henceforward we ynSl not practise any JewiBh 
custom. 

We will in no way associate with Jews that will not be 

baptised. 

We will not marry with any relative within the ax^k 
degree, nor commit incest with any female of our family; 
and hereafter, we, our sons, and descendants botli male and 
female, will marry Christians. 

We will not have our llesh circumcised, nor keep the pass- 
over, sabbaths, or the other festivals ; nor refrain from meats 
according to Jewish custom; nor live or perform anything 
as they do: but we all wiU with sincere fiiith, great devotion, 
and willing accord, belieye in Christ, the son of the living God, 
as is ordained by the evangelists and apostles whom we acknow- 
ledge and reverence. All will sincerely profess the holy 
Christian faith, in the observance of the festivals, marriages, 
food, ud ev«y other cnatom. without hedtatioit, lesenration. 
or any reason on our part against fulfilling all we here pro- 
mise. In regard to swine's flesh, we promise, ihat although 
from not being accustomed to it we cannot eat it, yet, 
without objection or scruple, we will eat anything seasoned 
or cooked with it. 

And ?liould any of us be accused of transgressing the 
least of the aforesaid, or do anything contrary to the Chris- 
tian faith, either by word or deed, or delay performing what 
we have promised, we swear by the said Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, which are one God in Trinity, that we will 
stone and bum any of those who are reported to have 
trBn<:gressed anjrthing of the above. 

And should you in your mercy wish to preserve his life, 
he shall immediately become a slave ; and you may give 
him with all his property to whomsoever you please, and do 
wiUi his person and property whatever yon think fit, not 
only £rom the power yoa possess as king, but by this our 
act and deed we willingly sanction, under date of the 12th 
of the calends of March, in the sixth year of your reign (655). 



Digitized by Google 



30 



THE FUBBO JUZGO« 



XVII. — As Christianfl necessarily complain of the evil that 
arises from those opposed to the Christian fuith, on that ac- 
couiii tlnjy are not to pardon those that ainmdon the best 
promise and turn to the worst ; and, in proportion as the 
presumption is more cruel and surprising, so ought the punish- 
ment to be more severe and cruel. 

We therefi;^:^ by this law enact» that any Christian, parti- 
eularly those so bonii whether man or woman, that should 
hereafter be found to he circumcised, or that piactiBe 
Jewish ouBtonis, which, God forbid, shall suffer the severest 
puxiishmenti and be put to death by us and Christiaiis, 
to know how detestable and excommunicated is the crime 
he has committed, and all his property shall be confiscated 
to the king, that nmther his heirs nor relations derive bene- 
fit from such error. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Jews recalled by Wiiiza — Invasion of the Moors — 
Jews protected by them — Capitulation of Toledo — 
Pelage farms a Christian- Monarchy — Manitscripta 
of Granada burnt — Muley Hassan's Library at 
Tunis destroyed — Change of Moorish dynasty — • 
The Persian Schools closed— Moses clad in Sack- 
cloth — Heroic Conduct of his Wife — Talmud translated 
into Arabic* 

On Witissa, vho had £or some years previously 
shared with his &ther Egica the regal power, beconung, 

in 701, sole sovereign of Spain, brighter prospects 
opened for the Peninsula. He sought to lieal the 
wounds tyranny and persecution had inflicted on it 
during nearly three centuries. He reduced the taxes ; 
he recalled those whom his father had banished ; he 
reinstated them in their honors and offices and re- 
stored their property. That no remembrance of the 
accusations agamst them might remab, he ordered^ 
the proceedings to be burnt; and permitted the Jews 
who had forcibly been baptised, to return to the reli- 
gion they had involuntarily abjured. Thousands 
returned to their abandoned homes and a country 
endeared to them by long residence, so that when a 
few years after, Granada was taken by the Moors, they 
found it a Jewish town. l>ut so sudden a transition 
from the warlike habits of his people, to the enjoyment 
of peace, raised many enemies against him, the intole- 
rant clergy was not among the most backward. 
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The monkiBh chroniclers of the time asBert, that he 

assassinated the duke of Cantabria, and had the eyes 
of Theodofred, the brother of Rescesvinthus, pulled 
out. A rebellion broke out in Andalusia f Roderic, the 
son of Theodofredf was elected king in 709. By the 
assistance of the Romans, he defeated the armj of 
Witiza, whom he took prisoner, and after depriving 
him of sight, sent him to Cordova, where he died in 
confinement. 

Three centuries in a deUdous southern climate had 

enervated the Northern warriors. They had degenfi::^ 
rated into an effeminate, licentious, and dissolgtfi^ 
people! The court became a scene of debauchery; the 
newly" dected king, Roderic, gave the rein to his 
passions and violated the beautiful Florinda, daughter 
of Count Julian, governor of the Gothic possessions 
in Mauritania. On learning the insult and dishonor 
offered to his noble fekmily, the enraged father con- 
spired to deliver the southern promontory of Spain, 
where he commanded, to the Moors, who were anxious 
to avenge the defeat they had experienced from 
Wamba. 

Muza, the lieutenant of the Caliph Walid the First, 
who then ruled over the immense Arabian empire, and 

resided at Damascus, dispatched his freedman Tarik 
with a small force for the coast of Spain. He landed at 
the foot of the rock Caipe, the present Gibraltar, in 
April 711, and was shortly after joined by Muza. 
Roderic had- wielded the sceptre but two years, when 
the Mahometan arms came to arouse him from his 
stupor and licentious pleasures. He hastily assembled 
an army to check the victorious African chieftains. 
The forces met at Xeres de la frontere: a bloody 
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l)attle, which furiously raged ihv eight days, ensued* 
The combatants on both sides performed mostyaloroQB 
and chivalrous deeds ; but the crescent was triumphant. 
The y isigothic empire was annihilated ; and the ban- 
ners of Muza and "^arik flew from one extremity of 
the Iberian peninsula to the other. Town after town 
surrendered to their indomitable arms ; they garlsoned 
the principal cities of Seville, Cordova, Granada, etc., 
with Mahometans and Jews, secure in their fidelity. 
They had been quiet spectators of the dreadful con- 
flicts; but the injuries they had suffered under their 
persecutors must have induced them inwardly to 
pray for the success of the invaders, and to hail 
them as their deliverers from worse than Egyptian 
bondage. 

Notwithstanding the assertion of some historians, 
that the Jews opened the gates of Toledo to the 
Mahometan forces, the capitulation proves it to be 
groundless. The Saracens had for some time besieged 
the capital of the Visigothic empire, and had been 
repulsed in various assaults, when bigotry caused its 
falL On Palm Sunday a grand procession, attended 
by the major part of the inhabitants and the principal 
officers, proceeded to Sta. Leocadia without the walls. 
The Moors were watching an opporLunity to render 
themselves masters of the city, and seized that moment 
to attack it. The commanders, finding their remaining 
forces inadequate for its defence, surrendered on thefol- 
lowingterms, wmdijin mildness and tolerance, were not 
less honorable to tnfe conquered than to the conquerors. 

All who wished to quit were at liberty to do so 
in perfect safety, with their property; those who 
preferred to remain, wei« to have the free exercise of 



Digitized 



40 



SCHOOLS OJf COJIDOVA. — PELAGE. [718. 



their religion. Seven churches were appropriated to 
the Christians; the remainder were oonverted into 
mosques. Ko new churches were to be erected. 
Taxation to continue the same as under the Grothic 

sovereigns. Christians and Jews were to have justice 
administered by their own magistratss, according to 
their Qwn laws. 

At Cordoya and Seville, they had been equally 
tolerant, and the Jew in his synagogue, tlie Christian 
in his church, and the Moslem in his mosque, might 
be seen at the same time worshipping the Creator of 
all. Can it be supposed if the Jews had acted as 
traitoriously as archbishop Rodrigo asserts, that the 
Christian «^overnors would havt^ provided for them in 
the capitulation. What a contrast between the con- 
duct of Mahometans and Christians towards non* 
conformists to their &ith. 

As soon as the Moors were settled in their con- 
quests, the conformity of manners, opinions, sentiment, 
and even similarity of language, brought numbers of 
Jews to the Peninsula to partake of their prosperity 
and science^; they were freely allowed to practise that 
worship, their Christian rulers had imputed to them 
as a crime. Attached to their new governors, their 
only rivalry was in learning ; both united in the dis- 
semination of knowledge. Foreigners flocked from 
all parts to receive instruction at the renowned Hebrew 
and Arabian schools of Cordova; for both flourished 
greatly under the protection of the Moors. 

A few of the Visigoths had escaped the carnage of 
the bloody field of Xeres, they fled to the mountainous 
Justnesses of the Asturias, where, under Pelage, a 
scion of the royal race, they formed a small Christian 
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sovereignly, the capital of which was Oviedo; and 
their successors, after seyen centuries of constant 
warfare, regained inch by inch the land the Saracens 
had taken from thera. The Gothic prince and his 
handful of adherents, compelled to devote their whole 
attention and study to the, war against the Moors^ 
were ignorant of commerce, and unaccustomed to 
industrial pursuits. They required the enterprising 
genius of the Jews to furnish them the means of 
existence j they therefore left them unmolested ; and, 
though less fortunate than their brethren in the 
South, they lived in tranquillity, and ultimately be* 
came valuable assistants to the Castilian crown. 
The followers of Pelage required the aid of the He- 
brew people; for they could not maint^iin themselves. 
War was their noblest occupation, their supreme 
necessity. They regarded with the utmost contempt, 
and considered unworthy their valour every art un- 
connected with warfare. The hushandman scarcely 
cultivated the land, the cavalier only knew to un sheath 
the sword, or brandish the lance. The gains of war 
and the field were in the end insufficient to supply the 
wants of life. The elements of cultivation were in the 
hands of the Jews, and they became indispensable to the 
Christians. The odium, although never extinguished, 
was diminished* The services they rendered were paid 
with contempt and regarded with mistrust; but at 
least their industry served to satisfy the caprices of 
some young magnates. The secret of the sciences, 
they cultivated, from not being understood, were 
believed to be necromancy and witchcraft, for which 
many in 845 were burnt alive in various towns, for 
they had been admitted in all the cities retaken from 
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the Moors. The descendants of the Goths, with few 

exceptions, regarded with contempt any literature but 
Catholic scliola^stic thcol<^)gy and legends of saints they 
themselves had canonized. 

This continued in a^r-ages; for the destruction 
carried by Ferdinand and Isabella to Granada^ ex- 
tended to its valuable library of five thousand ma- 
nuscripts. Cardinal Ximenes issued the barbarous 
decree, that deprived the lovers of tlie Bciences of those 
predoiis volumes. He ordered all to be burnt exc^ 
about three hundred on philosophy and medicine, 
which he sent to his college at Alcala, " without per- 
miitiiig (as his historian states) that the gold and 
pearl clasps and bindings should be taken from them, 
although they intreated, and would have paid the 
10,000 ducats at which i^ey had been valued ; he did 
not permit it, because they had been instruments of 
that accursed race.*** 

Even when Tunis was sacked and pillaged by the 
troops of Charles V. in 1535, an immense number of 
valuable Oriental and Arabic books, that were in the 
library of the Bey, Muley Hassan, and where it is 
supposed the remains of the taiiious Alexandrian 
library of the Ptolemies existed, were destroyed and 
reduced to ashes. There were works on the human 
sciences and liberal arts, many on the Alcoran and on 
the history of the sovereigns of his family. The his- 
torian of the emperor, not being endowed with 
suficient feeling to regret properly such a loss, although 
accustomed to unrol the mouldy parchments of bar- 
barious ages in his Benedictine monastery, says, 
"What Muley Hassan felt most, as I have read, was 
the loss of his large and valuable library; the bindings 

^ QointaniUa y Meudosa, 
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and illiimmations in blue and gold were worth an 
immense sum.'** The historian, Jovius, who was pre* 

sent on that liorrible day, heard Muley Hassan say, 
that for the whole city of Tunis, iie would not have 
lost such a library." Where such fanatic fuiy raged 
in those more enlightened times, it is matter of sur- 
prise that so many learned Hebrew and Arabic works 
have been preserved ; numbers must have been 
destroyed in the continual wariarc between the Chris- 
tians and Moors; for under their reigns, Cordova^ 
Seville, Toledo, Valencia, and other cities, were proud 
of their rich and valuable libraries. 

The revolution that took j^lace at Damascus in 750 
to which nearly the whole of the Oineyade dynasty 
lell victims, and which raised Abul Abbas to the Cali- 
phate, could not Ml being felt in the West. Yusef 
Alphezi, then emu* of Spain, declared himself in 
favor of the usurper, while the Moorish chiefs, desirous 
of independence, espoused the cause of the deposed 
&mily. They resolved to revolt against the Abbasides, 
and erect a Moorish Caliphate in Spain. But there 
was a difficulty as to whom they could place for 
sovereign of the new kingdom; this was obviated by 
the discovery that Abderaclunan ben Moaviah, a 
branch of the Omeyade family who had escaped the 
slaughter that had extirpated most of his relatives in 
Syria, was living concealed on the coast of Barbary. 
The discontented chiefs invited him to Spain. He 
crossed with a few followers; but soon found himself 
at the head of a' numerous army, with which he 
defeated Yusef and the partizans of the Abbasides, 
and seated himself on the throne, assuming the title 

Caliph of Cordova, in gratitude for the zeal which 



Digitized by Google 



44 B. UASDAl MU^mKli TO ABDEKACHMAN U. 

that city had displayed in his cause ; and to declare 
the independence of himself and his kingdom of the 
Eastern Caliphate. 

Under the wise government of Abderachman, Spain 
became a place of refuge for the persecuted friends of 
the Onieyades. Civil dissensions had materially re- 
duced the population; but the immigration of numer* 
0U8 agricultural and industrious Moors and Jews, 
soon, under his mild and paternal sway, restored it 
to its former ])rosperous state. The Omeyade Emirs 
had founded schools for their own people, and encour* 
aged those of the Jews, which had been established at 
Cordova, Toledo, Granada, Barcelona, etc., and they 
could proudly boast there was not a Jew in Spain 
that could not read the Bible. The appreciation in 
whi6h the talents of the Hebrews was held, by their 
enlightened and liberal Moorish sovereigns, cannot be 
better exemplified than by the fact, that Abderachinan 
IL, the third Caliph of Cordova, appointed R. Hasdai 
ben Isaac, who was his physician, and an able astro- 
nomer, to be his prime minister. He placed the utmost 
confidence in him; and, on the arrival of ambassadors 
from Germany, desired him to receive and give them 
the requisite information, before their presentation at 
Court. 

In the East^ they had long heea known as useful 
subjects, Omar the second Caliph, and his successor 
Abdul Meleck, confided the important duty of the 
coinage to a Jew. 

While the famed Oriental academies of Persia and 
Pumbedita existed, the Jews of Spain respected them 
as the head of the Hebrew nation, and referred every 
weighty point, or legal difierencc to their decision* 
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Notwithstanding the distance and the dangers of the 
voyage, they sent their sons to them for the study of 
the law and education. This may account for the 
paucily of Spanish Jewish writers in Spain, before 
the Eastern colleges were closed by the Persian Sove- 
reigns. The only work that has been handed down 
to us, is the biblical dictionary of K. Menahem ben 
Saruch, written in 836, he therein arranges in alpha- 
betical order all the Hebrew words in the Bible, with 
their meanings and derivations. Cordova, under the 
Moors, became the centre of civilisation, literature, and 
the arts and sciences. The Jews enjoying equal rights 
and privileges, rivalled their masters in wealth, splen* 
dour, and cultivation. Their superior intelligence gave 
them a large share in the high ministerial and confi* 
dential offices of the court; and they industriously 
pursued their commerce ^vith success. 

After the Persian dynasty had gained the Caliphate, 
it commenced persecuting the Israelites. Without 
regard to the flourishing state literature had attained 
in those Oriental Academics, they expelled the Jews 
from Babylon, closed their renowned Colleges, and 
dispersed their illustrious teachers. Four of these 
learned men were captured by a corsair, despatched 
by Aijderachman from Cordova to ( i-uise in the sea 
of the Grecian Archipelago. lie sold ii. Shemaria at 
Alexandria, who became head of the Jews in Egypt. 
R. Hofihiel he sold on the coast of AMca, whence he 
went to Alldrohan, at that time the most powerful of 
the Mahometan Western provinces, where he became 
Chief Rabbi. The other two, R. Moses, and his son 
R. Hanoch, he carried to Cordova. During the voyage 
he became enamoured of the handsome wife of 
R. Moses, and endeavoured to force her to his wishes. 
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She asked her husband in Hebrew, if those drowned 

at sea would be resuscitated at the resurrection ; he 
answered her with the verse, The Lord said, I will 
bring agun from Bashain, I wiU brmg again from the 
depths of the sea,"* on hearing which, to save her 
honor, she plunged into the sea and perished. On 
the vessel's arrival, the Jews of Cordova redeemed the 
two captives, although their abilities were not at the 
time known. One day, Moses, habited in sackcloth^ 
with his son entered the college over which R. Nathan 
presided. The discussion was on a difficult passage of 
the treatise Joma:' alter listening for some time, he 
explained it so satisfactorily to all the students pre- 
sent, that R. Nathan rose from his seat and said, The 
stranger in sackcloth is my master, and I am his 
scholar and turning to those learned in the law, 
continued, " Do you make him judge of the congrega- 
tion of Cordova," which they immediately did, 
paying him great honor, and giving him sumptuous 
apparel and a carriage : this occurred in 980.* On the 
♦ captain discovering the worth of his late captives, he 
wanted to cancel the sale ; but the Caliph would not 
permit it. R. Moses allied himself to the highest 
&mily of the congregation of Cordova^ by the marriage 
of his son R. Henoch, with a daughter of the house of 
Pcliapr, which was so wealthy, that when they went to 
Zahara, the pleasure seat of the Caliph, they had a 
retinue of seven hundred Israelites, in carriages, richly 
drest in the Moorish style. Although this may be con- 
sidered an exaggeration of the Hebrew historian,® 
still, when the immense wealth of tlie Cordovese at this 
period is considered, it may be perfectly correct.^ 

' Ps. Ixviii. 22. * Day of Atonement. * JuchasiD 

* Ibid. ' Appendix, No. 1. 
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The fame of E. Moses' learning spread through all 

Spain and the West. Xuinbers flocked from all pai'ts 
to receive instruction from him. Among his disciples 
was R. Joseph ben Isaac Shatnesh, -who by desire of 
the Caliph Hakim, translated the Tahuud into Arabic, 
R. Moses wished in his latter days to return to his 
nutive land; but was dissuaded by the Caliph, who 
was pleased at the opportunity afforded to his Jewish 
subjects, of being able to receive instruction in their 
law, without having recourse to the East, then in the 
possession of his enemies, the Abbasides. 

R. Hanocli, on the death of his father, succeeded to 
the post he had held w ith so much honor, and in which 
he had raised the academy of Cordova to the greatest 
renown. K. Joseph, who felt sorely aggrieved that 
R. Hanoch should have been chosen president in pre- 
ference to himself, caused a great disturbance in the 
congregation, and was so violent, that they excom- 
municated him. He complained to the Caliph, in the 
hope that the monarch would have protected him; but 
the Caliph gave his support to the community, and 
said to liim, " Had the Mahometans spurned me as 
the Jews have you, I would flee from them, and 
advise you to do the same upon which he quitted 
Spain, and, after wandering about, died at Damascus." 

A heavy tribute having been imposed on the people 
in 997, the authorities sent Aniram ben Isaac to 
remonstrate against it. He was a philosoplier, physi- 
cian and astronomer of Toledo. The Governor of 
Seville, offended at the boldness of his representations, 
put him to death. 

* Juchasio. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Abderachniaa 111. his remarkable Opinion — Saracens 
form petty States — The Kingdoms of Navarre 
Aragon^ and Portugal commence — Rabbinical estalh 
Hakmenta in Spain — R, Samud a Lem^ the Prince 

— R, Joseph his son succeeds him — Assassinated 

— Sufferings at Granada — Council at Coyaca — 
Learned Men — Solonum ben Gabriol, compari- 
son of his writings with Rousseau — Five Isaacs 
— Anecdote ofAlfez* 

The Jews settled in every part of Spain. Under 
the counts of Barcelona they were numerous Pope 
Silvester XL, in 1002, assigned those of Gerona to the 
bishop; for the Pontiffs had assumed the power of 
disposing of them as they pleased. 

Moorish Spain, under the wise government of the 
Omeyade Caliphs, had arrived at the highest degree 
of civilisation, through their toleration and the pro* 
tection afforded to the arts and sciences, agriculture, 
and commerce; the Eastern magnificence of their 
alcazars and mosques was beyond conception. Their 
description, and that of Cordova their capital, can only 
be equalled by those of the Arabian nights J 

Israel was at its zenith in the time of Solomon; so 
were the Mahometans of Spain under Abderachman, 
111. Like the Avise king of Israel, he knew the 
vanity of mundane glory ; for at his death, among his 
papers, was found this remarkable memorandum 

* Appendix No. 1. 
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written by himself. " I have reigned fifty years in 

victory and peace, Moved by my subje'cts, feared by 
my enemies, and esteemed by my allies. iiiches, 
honor and pleasure await my call, nor does any 
earthly blessing appear wanting to complete my feU- 
city. In this situation, I have carefully reckoned the 
days of perfect happiness that have falloa to my lot: 
, they amount to fourteen ! Man, appreciate hence 
the value of splendour, worldly enjoyments, and even 
of life itself : place not thy dependence on this world/' 

Dissensions that daily increased among the Sa- 
racens, led to tlie dissolution and final overthrow of 
their empire. Almeria, Saragossa, Valencia, Toledo, 
Seville, and many other cities, became independent 
and separate sovereignties. The smaller were soon 
overpowered by their more powerful neighbours, or 
conquered by the Christian nionarchs. 

Navarre had been erected by Don Garcia Ximenes^ 
a Spanish noble, into an independent kingdom 
separate from Leon in 850. Ramirez in 1035 placed 
the crown of Aragon on his head. Castille first 
became united to Asturias and Leon, in 1037. Por- 
tugal declared its independence in 1139. 

The Jews took no part in the unceasing struggle 
for power between the Christian monarchs and the 
Saracen chieftoins. Their utility as peaceable subjects, 
their talents jim I industry were acknowledged by all, 
and made useful to both Christian and Mahometan 
Governments. 

On the death of R. Hanoch in 1015, one of the moat 
distinguished of his disciples, R. Samuel a Levi, suc- 
ceeded to the Chief Rabbinate of Spain, with the title 
of pruice (Nagld), from which it may be reckoned 

E 
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that the government of the Jews was transferred from 
the banks of the Euphrates to the Iberian soil. 

Owing to the intestine wars between the two rival 
Moorish chiefs tor supreiimcy, many of the inhabitants 
quitted Cordova. Some went to Saragossa, others to 
ToiedOi and R« Samuel a Levi to Malaga, where he 
kept a drucrgist's shop. His profound knowledge of 
Arabian literature, and his beautiiul writing, brought 
him to the notice of Algiiarif, prime minister of Habuz 
of Granada, who made him his secretary, and on his. 
deatli*bed lecommmended his sovereign to be guided 
by him. In 1020, he was raised to that high 
post, and in 1027, secured the crown to Baarini, 
the eldest son of the deceased king, although the * 
grandees had sought to place Balkin, the younger son 
on the throne of his father. R. Samuel a Levi, con* 
ferred great benefits on the Hebrew nation: his 
charity was not coniiued to Spain, but extended to 
his brethren in Africa, Egypt, and the Holy Land. 
Being exceedingly wealthy, he purchased many copies 
of the Talmud, Mishna, and other religious works, 
which, to disseminate learninpr, he distributed gratui- 
tously. His fame and renown attracted many Jews 
to Granada from all parts of Spain. His son, R. . 
Joseph succeeded to all his titles and posts of honor; 
but, unlike his father, whose mildness of disposition 
and humility had gained him universal esteem, 
R. Joseph was haughty and proud, and although he 
was very charitable, he raised himself many enemies 
among the grandees, who were jealous of his wealth, 
power, and ostentation. A conspiracy was fonned 
against him, and at the same time a fanatical zealot 
sought to convert the Mahometans. This assisted the 
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conspirators; for, although the madman was hanged 

and R. Joseph assassinated, the enraged population, in 
December 1068, murdered 1,500 families, who, by 
enjoyiDg tranquillity under the Saracens for upwards 
of three centuries and a-half^ had become immensely 
wealthy. Plunder probably had, in the Moorish 
breast, as much influence as religion, in the barbarous 
act of immolating men, women, and children. Tiie 
Jews feared it might have extended to all the Moorish 
dominions ; but it went not beyond Granada. Although 
at this time, by the laws of Spain, it was death for a 
Jew to commit adultery with a Christian woman, it 
was only punished by confiscation or scourging. The 
charter of Barcelona of 1024 records the confisca- 
tion of an estate at the foot of Mont Juich, belonging 
to a Jew named Isaac, convicted of adultery with a 
Christian woman. 

The various Christian states were torn by civil 
wars. I>iq[>ttted successions were constant causes for 
bloodshed; and the nobles had become so powerful, as 
in many instances to dictate to their sovereigns. The 
wealth and industry of the Jews became necessary to 
all; they were intendants of their households and do- 
mains, and were protected by all. The power of the 
bigoted clergy bad lost much of its influence ; but it yet 
exercised some authority with mildness. At a council 
held at Coyaca in the Asturias, it was enacted^ — 

Canon. 6. — That no Christian shall reside in the same 
honae with Jews, nor partake of their food ; whoever tiana* 
greases this decree shall perfoim penance for seyen days, or 
refusbg to do it, if a person of rank, he shall be ezcommuni- 
ealed tor a year; if of an inferior degree, he shall receive 
lOOhuiheB.*' 

* Aguirre. 
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B. SOLOMON BEN OABBIOL. [1070. 



Don Soncho Ramirez having, in 1070, peopled 
Estella, many Jews settled there, and had their Syna- 
gogue and scpamte quarter. 

Althoagh Cordova was the focus of Hebrew learn- 
ing, it was not confined to that dty of the arts and 
sciences. Many distinguished men were to be found 
in various cities of the Peninsula, wlio flourished at 
nearly the same period; among whom may be enu- 
merated: — 

R. Samuel Copuni a Cohen — a renowned philosopher 
and jurist of Cordova, where he died in 1034. He wrote 

Expoflitioxis on the Law/' and a treatafle on buying and 
selling aoooiding to the Talmudioal Canons. 

R. Solomon ben Gabriol — a native of Malaga, and re- 
sident at iSaragossa; a poet of great repute, an excellent 
philosopher, astronomer, musician, and linguist. He wrote the 
" Azaroth/' the 613 precepts in verse; a " Collection of 
Itubies,** a moral work containing the sentences of the ancient 
Greek and Arabian philosophers, and some other moral works; 
He died in 1070. His beautifid (and probably ihe first) as- 
tronomical epic poem, entitled " The Royal Crown," based on 
the Ptolemaic system, was closely imitated by a celebrated 
French author seven centuries after, as the following extracts 
will shew. That of R. Solomon loses much of its beauty by 
being rendered in prose. 



R. SOLOMON BEN GABliiOL. i 

Man, iruiu liifl existence, is distres- 
wd, needy, mortified, and afflicted; 
from his beginning he is chaff that 
the wind blown away. From the time 
he came from his mother's womb, his 
night is sorrow, his day sadness. To 
dajr ho is elevated, to morrow he 
breeds worms; a straw makes him 
draw back, a thorn wounds him. If 
in abundance he becomes wicked; if 
hunf^'v, a loaf of bread renders him 
crirniii^kl He comes into the world, 
but knows not whence; he rejoices, 
bat knows not why; he livee, bat 



J.J. ROUSSEAU. 

Que rhomme est durant la vie 
Uu parfait mirroir de doulcurs, 

Dds qu'il respire, il plcurc, il crie, 
£t semble prevoir ses malheurs. 

Dans I'enfancc toajours des pleurs, 
Un pedant porteur de tristesse, 

Des KTres de toatet coaleoiR^ 
Dee chfttimens de toale espice. 

L*ardmle et joycuse jeonesse 
Se met encore en pire etat, 

Des creanciers, une maitreese 
Le tourmootent, oomme aa fbr^ 
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Dans Vigc mar, nutrc comlNt^ 

L'ambition le frolicite^ 
lUcbesses, dignites, ^cliiA, 

ae fiunille^ tout l*agitay 



Vietix, on ]« mcprise, on r^^ite,' 
Miiuvaise humour, infirmit^s, 

Tuiuc, gravellot guutte, pUtiite 
Attilg«iit M caducHfc 

Pour cofflble do calamite, 
Un directeur M rend le maHraj 

II meurt enfin peu regrette, 
C'4(oit bleu la peine de outre. 



knows not how long. In his youth 
be walks in his depravity. When 
nsMon begim to give atnngth to his 
mind, he (liligeiitly seeks to acx:umu- 
latc wealth. He is constantly liable 
to troable and the endless ehangee of 

events, subjcrt tf> evil of'rurr.-in;i'S 
that happen every moment, until his 
becomes a biurden to him; in fait 
honey he finds the venom of vipers. 
As the infirmities of increase, his 
inteltectnal powers diminish; youths 
mock him, they rule hini; he becomes 
a burden to those who sprung from 
his Icniu, and all his acquaintance are 
flslfangcd finm hiiik. 

Oxford possesses a MS. copy of Gabriors poetical 
works. 

B. Abraham ben Hita — samamed the Pimoe» bom in 
1070, was much esteemed for his proficiency in astronomy. His 
works are held in high estimation: they are, — 1. A desciiption 
of the ^rm of the earth, the arrangement of the firmament, 
and revolutions of the pUinets. — 2. A highly moral woik 
entitled, ** Meditations of a Penitent Soul, on reaching the 
Gates oi licpciiLiincc." — 3. A work on arithmetic, and the 
intorculation. — 4. Another on the planets, the two spheres, 
and the Greek, Roman, and Mahometan kalendars. — 5. A work 
on geometry, with an explanation of spherical triangles, and 
the conversion of angles and circles. — fi. A Treatise on Music. 

Aben ZoATt — born at Penaflor in 1070, was a great oh- 
siTver of imture, profoundly versed in the Hebrew, Arabic, 
and Syriac languages; his talents were equal tor either poetry 
or prose. Youseph, the Almovaride chief of Morocco, made 
him his physician, and was so attached to him, that the prince 
one day having entered his study, and found among his papers 
some verses regretting his separation from his family, which 
had remained in Spain, he secretly had them brought to 
Moroooo, settled them in a fine house, and then enjoyed the 
agreeable surprise of his physician. Zoar died in 1161. 

At this period, Cordova boasted of £ve sages, all 
having the name of Isaac. 
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B. Isaac bbm Giath— a &inoii8 Greek scholar, and an 
ezoellent poet. He was the instructor of B. Azariah, son of the 
unfortunate B. Joseph a Leri, and gaye him a home, in grati- 
iude for the kindness he had leceiyed iiomhis &ther and 
grand&ther. 

R. Isaac ben Jacob ben BARucn Alcalia — of a noble 
Jewish family that settled at Merida after the destruction by 
Titus. His father removed to Cordova, where he was bom; his 
profound knowledge of Hebrew, Latin and Greek, caused 
him, at ihe age of thirty-four, to he appointed head of the 
ikmous college of his natiye city. From his proficiency in 
mathematics, he was inyited by Ahdallah, King of Granada, a 
great admirer of that science, to instruct him; and he made 
him chief of his household. He died there in 1094, aged 
fifty-nine. 

K. Isaac ben Moses — who, to his knowledge of the law 
and learning, added the talents of a first>rate poet. He was 
complete master of all the Greek authors. 

E. Isaac ben Reuben — of Barcelona, where he was bom 
in 1073, was also a poet, and wrote in verse the 613 precepts; 
a commentary on the Talmudical treatise, ** On Marriage 
Contracts;" and translated firom the Arabic into Hebrew, a 
work of K. Hay Aaron, On Buying and Selling." 

R. Isaac AL Fez — so denominated from being a native of 
that kingdom. Persecution and jealousy induced him, at the ad- 
vanced age of seventy-five, to quit his native country for Cordova. 
Joining its academy, he taught and lectured on the Talmud. 
He formed an abridgment of it, omitting those laws that were 
only obligatory in the Holy Land. It is much esteemed, and 
termed the Little Talmud; it is firequently consulted at the pre- 
sent day. After being chief of the Synsgogue for some years, he 
retired to Luoena, where he died at the age of ninety in 1103. 
A seyere quarrel had taken place between him and B. Isaac 
hen Giath, who died in 1089. The latter on his death-bed, 
when his yoice was scarcely audible, called his sou K. Baruch, 
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ADdiMid to Jhis, ^ Go to B. Isaac al Fez, and tell hiin, I am 
leaving tliis world for the next, and sincerely forgive him all 
tlie hatsh expieesions, whether by writing or verbally, ibat he 
hafl made use of against me, and beg he will also pudon me. 
He wiU instruct thee. Remain with him ; for I know he will do 
thee much good, and teach thee with all his heart. Af^ my 
funeral, go to Lucena, and tell him all I'haye desired thee." 
When K. Isaac al Fes heard this, he rent his garments and 
wept. After being consoled, he said to him, "As thy fitther 
(blessed be his memory), is dead, I will be a fiither to thee, and 
thou shalt be my son; remain in my house until i iiavc tuugiit 
thee the whole Talmud."^ 

K. Joseph ben Meib a Levi bsn Megas — a native of 
Seyille, bom in 1077, receiyed his instructions from K. al Fez, * 
whom he succeeded in the Plresidency of the College of 
Oordoya, which post he held for thirty-^ght years, and was the 
instructor of Maimonides. He is highly eulogised by Aboab.* 

) E. Moses aben Ezra — of Granada, celebrated for his great 
• ability iii peltry and music. He coin[) >-cd a ritual for the 
! Spanish Jews, by whom m-jny of hispocnis are recited on the 
' New Year and Day of Atonement. He also wrote some exceUeut 
moral works, and died in 1100. 

Moses Oohbn — a native of Huesca, physician to Alphonso 
YL, became a convert to Christianity. At the age of forty-:four 
he was baptized in the Cathedral of his native city in 1106, on 

St. Peter's day; and, in honour of the saint, and his godfather 
the king, lie took the name of Peter Alphonso. 

* JncbasiiL ^ Nomologia, Par. 2, Ch. 23. 
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CHAPTER VU. 

Ferdmand I^—FersecuHans prevented.-^ Jem protected 
hyAlphomo VI, — Capituku^on of Toledo — Claim of 

Exemption from Capitation Tax, — Peter of Aragon — 
Nicholas de Valencia. Physician of Alphonso 
interferes with the Marriage of the Princess Un aca 
— ctasists in the Attack on Burgoe.—Leamed Men — 
R, Judah a Levi, extracts from some of his Writ- 
ings. — MaimonideSj his Opinions of Aben Ezra. — 
Anecdote of Saladin — His Opinion of the Deity 
, compared toith Voltaire^s* 

The religioas chivalry of the age led many Chris* 
tian WBXTiors to join the banner raised by Ferdinand 
I. to humble the Saracenic power. His bigoted 
Queen, Donna Sancha, thinking to sanctify his war 
against the Moorish sovereigns, instigated him to ex- 
tirpate the Jews; the bishops arrested his zeal; and 
their conduct was highly conunended by Gregory, 
who then filled the papal chair. The revolution of 
. the Moors in Africa in 1080 so distressed his succes- 
sor, Alphonso VI., that he found himself obliged to 
befriend and &yor the Jews. In order to &ake their 
purses and assistance serviceable to him, they were 
promoted to considerable posts, and obtained such 
privileges that Pope Gregory YIL disapproved of 
his conduct; but his censures were disregarded. Al- 
phonso would not retract what he had done, nor 
withdraw his protection from them. Alphonso sought 
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refuge from bis brothers at Toledo. The reigning mon- 
arch Almamen Mndly received and hospitably enters 

tained him. In return he promised him liis friendship 
and assistance against a meditated attack of the 
Caliph at Cordova. But after the death of Almamen 
and his son Hussein, Alphonso, considering himself 
relieved from his promise, laid siege to the ancient 
Visigothic capital, whicli resisted his forces during 
three years. At length, in 1085, Toledo capitulated. 
A large number of Israelites resided in the city and 
the surrounding country, and they suffered severely 
from the desolating waifare. The capitulation secured 
both to floors and Jews undisturbed residence, the 
free exercise of their religious rites, and permission to 
be judged by their own laws; but, although respected 
by the monarch in their religious ceremonies, the He* 
brews were not treated with that consideration the 
laws of nations demanded — a' right ill-defined and 
worse understood at that period. After the surrender 
they demanded exemption from the capitation tax of 
thirty deniers, levied on all Jews in Castile, above 
sixteen years of age, on the plea, that their ancestors 
resided there at the time of tlie crucilixion, and there- 
fore were not accessories to it. 

Peter, king of Aragon, was preparing, in 1096, to 
join the crusade. Nicholas de Valencia endeavoured 
to dissuade him from it, representing that he need 
not go so far in search of foes, for he had too many 
dangerous enemies in his kingdom, alluding to the 
Jews, who he wisely asserted hated the Christians so 
much, that they never met them without ejaculating 
curses on their heads ; thus pretending that the 
bigotry and intolerance of the Jews, was equal to 
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tboae qualities inbereat in the hteunis of Domiuicaii 
friars. But the king, avene to perBecatkm, turned a 
deaf ear to his advice, and protected them from the 
massacres they sufiered in other Christian states. 

In Castile under Alphonso the Jews exercised great 
influence at Court ; for, notwithstanding the ancient 
prohibitions of Christians holding intercourse with or 
consulting them in case of iibiess, his ph3rsician was a 
Jew named Isaac, the author of a Iramed work on 
fevers, which a modem medical writer of note, says, 
is worthv of being printed at the present day."^ He 
wiL» ix'quested by the Castiliaa nobles, who were 
averse to the marriage of the princess Urraca with a 
foreign prince, and wished her to be manned to the 
Count de Candespina, the most poweifril and wealthy 
grandee of Spain, to represent to the king the wishes 
of the nation, and to dissuade him from giving his 
daughter to the king of Aragon, tearing, from his im- 
petuous temper, to address him themselves. Alphonso, 
irritated at the assumption of so much authority on 
ihdr part, as to wish to control the maniage of the 
princess, dismissed his physicijui for conveying to him 
their ivpreseutations, and hastened the nuptials, which 
took place at Toledo in 1106 with extraordinary pomp. 
Uis treasurer, a Jew, was sent wi^ a guard of cavalry 
to demand the payment of tribute from Abenabed, king 
of Seville, and the restoration of some towns said to 
belong to the kingdom of Toledo. The envoy had his. 
eyes put out, and his escort was cut to pieces. 

In 1123, the castle of Burgos, which had been seized 
by the king of Navarre, was invested. The Jews of the 
city and the neighbouring Castilian towns, desirous 
of signalizing themselves in the service of their 

1 Morejou. 
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legitimate sovereign, raised a large force to assist in the 
siege. Their division attacked the place so vigorously, 
that the Governor, Don Sancho Azna, fearing an 

assault in that quarter, hastened to the spot with hia 
troops, and was sliot by an arrow of the besiegers. On 
his death the castle immediately surrendered.^ 

Spain, about this time, gave birth to many eminent 
men among the Jews; they were the ornaments of 
their age, and cast an imperishable lustre on Hebrew 
literature. 

B. Joseph abbn SACHAL^raieed in 1113, to be judge 
of Coxdova, possessed a lefined* taste for poetiy, and was a 
profoimd philosopher. He wrote an " Expositioii of the Pre- 
cepts of the Decalogue;'* and a philosophic work under the 
title of The Small World." 

R. BarucH ben Isaac — also of Cordova, died in 1123, 
liis great erudition obtained him the title of *' lather"; he 
finished, '* The • Merchant's Chest, or Hebrew Jurispru- 
dence," begun by his father R. Isaac. 

B. Abbaham aben Ezba— bom at Toledo in 1119, em- 
phatUallj termed the Sage. He w^ an excellent philosopher, 
astronomer, physician, grammarian, arithmetician, poet, and 
cahalist; to which he added a complete knowledge of Greek 
and Arabia To him the world is indebted for the Equator 
to the celestial globe. His thirst for knowledge induced 
him to travel into Italy, England, and Greece; during 
his travels, he wrote his numerous works, as his '* Epistle 
on the Sabbuih,' written in Loudon, testifies. He wrote 
commentaries on the whole Scripture, which adhere strictly 
to the literality of the text, They are highly esteemed, 
and were recommended by Maimonides to his aon as the 
b^t. The following is an enumeration of most of his works: — 
1. " The Secrets of the Law," written at Rome. — 2. " On the 
Tetrdgrammaton." — 3. ** On the Mysterious Form of the Letters," 
•—4. '*An Enigma," on the four quiescent letters ^VlK-'~ 
* SaodoTftl lliit. de lot Rejei de CastilU. ^ 
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5. "The Pure Speech," on the aenrile Icttere — 6, "The 
Gvden of Wiadom."— 7. " The Elegance of the Language." 
— 8. " Acuteneai of Thought," on Ptonunctation. — 9. " The 
House of Customs," on Moial Philosophy. — 10. " The Book 
of Logic."*-ll. "The Book of Lights."— "The Book of 
Fractions," on Geometry and Algebra. — 13. "The Value of 
Numbers." — 14. "The Gate of Heaven," on Astronomy.— 
15. " ] lio liook of Chance," on Astrok)gy; witli various other 
works, and a number of poems, among whicli is one on 
" Chess." His knowledge of Arabic enabled him to throw 
considerable light on the book of Job ; he died at the age of 
seventy* £ive, at libodes. 

B. AlBraham ▲ Levi ben Daob — born at Toledo, in 
1120, one of the most renowned TalmndistB of his time, higlily 
esteemed for his historical knowledge. His work, ♦* The Order 

of the World," shews the uninterrupted transmission of the 
Oral Law. He wrote '* Chronicles of Rome," fruni its founda- 
tion, until the Mahometan Empire; *' Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel during the Second Temple." In Arabic an answer to 
Abu Alpharagc, and under the title of " Exalted Faith," on 
the elements of nature, and how faith is attainable through 
them; and on medicine for the soul. 

B. Jonah ben Oanagh — of Cordova, bom in 1121, a 

celebrated physician and grammarian ; the learned Abcn Ezra 

styled luiii the most perfecL master of language, and every 
ingenious argfument. Pococke terms him the Prince of 
Grammarians; he wrote a Hebrew Dictionary, Lexicon, and 
Grammar in Arabic. 

B. JuDAH A Levi ben Saul— « celebrated poet and 
philosopher; many of his sublime poems are in the Synagogue 
serrioe of the New Tear and the day of Atonement. Although 
much of the beauty and cdegance of poetry is lost by a trans- 
lation in prose; yet, centuries later, his stands the test, and 
is not surpassed, as is shewn by the following extracts :~ 

Reflect and consider the secret of thy soul, what thou art, and 
whence thy existence ; who hath framed thee, and endued thee with 
understanding, and by whose power Ihon, hast self-motion. Atten- 
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tiTelj consider tlie mighly powers of God; awake thy soul; scrutinize 
luB worksybttt beware that thou attempt not to inyestigate the 
nature of his Divine Ess^ce, where thou art oontemplatiDg the be- 
ginning and end of things, and into the wonderful and occult eanses 
thereof." — JR. Judah a Levi. 

A ta faible raison gardes-toi de te rendre ; 

Dicu t'a fait pour Taimer, and non pas pour le compreudre, 

Invisible ii tes yeux, qu'il regne dans ton cacur: 

II confond Tinjustice, il pardunne a Ferreiir: 

Mais il punit aussi toiite erreur volontuiic, 

Mortel, ouvre les yeux c^uaud son soleil t'eclaire. 

La Henriade^ Chant 7. 

Some that were inedited have lately been given to the admirers 
of Hebrew poetry, by the learned Dr. Sam D. Luzato, of Padua, 
under the title of the " Maid of Judah." His philosophical, 
theological, philological, and cabalistical work, **The Cuzari," 
translated from the Arabic into Hebrew, by the celebrated 
linguist aud scholar, R. Judah aben Sibon, has sino& appealed 
in moflt modem languages* In his latter days he went to the 
Holy Land, and was trampled to death by a troop of lawless Arabs. 

R. Behaye (the elder) BEN R. Joseph Pekuda — The 
exact time of his birth is not known; but from his famed work 
**The Duties of llie Heart," having been translated into 
Hebrew from the Arabic (in which it was writt^), by 
B. Judah aben Tibon, is supposed to be about this time; 
he was a native of Barcelona, and judge of the Jews of that 
city. It proves the existence of a God to the most obstinate 
atheist, and by illustrations caniea conviction to the most 
ignoiant. 

R. Mod£8 BEN Maimun — more generally known by the 
name of Maimonides, was born at Cordova, in 1131, where his 
£&ther R. Maimon was judge. Ills talents far eclipse the long 
line of sages he descended from. In his boyhood he was indo- 
lent, and so disinclined to study that his father sent him at an 
early age from his paternal roof. During his absence from 
home he was unremitting in his studies. An elegant oration 
made by him at the age of fourteen, reconciled father and son. 
Acquainted with all the writings of the ancient philosophers. 
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be became the most eminent of his age. He wes an able 
matbematSoian and metaphysician. When only twenty-three 
yean of age, he began bis imperisbable work, *' The Powerful 
Hand,** wbicb is a complete digest of Hebrew juiisprudence? 
customs, and religion; be completed it in the short space of 
seven years. About tbis period, be pretended to embrace 
Llamtsm, tbe Abmobad monarcb, Abdulmumen, baving de- 
creed tbat all Jews and Cbriatians should become Mahometans. 
Tbe Jews weie particularly persecuted, in consequence of the 
rich coffin tbat contained the embalmed body of Mahomet at 
Mecca, having been robbed of many diamonds and Taluable 
jewels, by a band of Arabs, aided by some accomplices in the 
town. The guards, to screen their negligence, accused the Jews 
that had coinc from Toledo of the act, saying, they had been 
scat by the otiier Jews of Spain to coniinitit. The report being 
believed, many were put to death, iurtj Synagogues were 
burnt, and this decree issued.^ Maimonides escaped from Spain, 
and settled in Rgypt (troni which he is iVequeiitly called 
T?. Moses, of I'^gypt), where he maintained his family at Cairo, 
by the sale of precious stones and goods he had brought with 
him. He declared himself to be a Jew, and opened an academy 
of philosophy and Hebrew, to which many scholars repaired;, 
be joined the Medical School of that city. His talents brought 
him to the notice of Alphadel Abdelrahim ben Ali Ahaisaa, 
who greatly befriended bim, and on becoming minister, ap- 
pointed him physician to the court with a yearly salary. 
Tbe estimation of bis medical abilities is shewn, by the fol- 
lowing letter to bis friend, B. Samuel aben Tibon (son of 
R. Judab, and like bim a profound scholar in the Arabic and 
Hebrew language), who wished to visit him. 

" Come and welcome,** says be, " when you like; for X 
shall have tbe greatest pleasure in seeing and talking with 
you; but I regret you should take tbe trouble of crossing the 
sea; and I advise you not to expose yourself to any danger, 
under tbe idea of deriving any benefit in literature from me, 
ft)r, from my constant occupation, not a single liour will you 
ei\joy of being alone with me. I reside at Cairo, the capital 

* Utqu* ConaolofftM u TribnUfoeos dc Y«rael< 
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of Egypt, and enjoy tlie greatest intimacy with the Sultan. In 
fulfihneDt of my duty, I visit him every moniing and evening. 
When he or any of his wives or children m indisposed, I do 
not leave the palace the whole day. I am also engaged to 
attend the govemora in thdr illnesses. Every morning I go to 
court; and, if nothing new occurs, at noon I return to my 
house, which 1 find full of Jews and Gentiles, nobles and plebdans, 
magistrates and merchants, fiiends and those who are not, 
waiting for me. As soon as I get home I salute them civilly, 
and beg them to permit me to take some food. Immediately on 
leaving tabic I go to leam their compkants, and prescribe what 
I consider requisite. Numbers have to wait until night; for so 
many apply, that they occupy mc through the whole afternoon ; 
and soTiK limes, being exhausted, sleep so overpowers me that I 
remain transfixed in the conversation, unable to utter a word." 

His medical aphorisms are considered not inferior to those of 
Hippocrates. He made an abridgment of Galen, which a 
modern physician of note writes, " is a most useful work, and 
merits the highest ealogium, by forming a methodical and 
learned extract and compendium of the clinical and hygcian 
spirit of the Greek, Hebrew, and Arabic works. It was a 
beneficial and glorious undertaking."^ He had perfected him- 
self in the -^culapian art under the celebrated Averroes; and, 
while physician to the famous Saladin, was invited to attend 
Bichard Goeur de Lion during his iliness, an honour he do- 
dined. He instructed the first-named sovereign in philosophy 
and humility, and he proved a worthy disciple of so great a 
master; for, at his death, he ordered his corpse to he interred 
without pompi and that the banner carried before it should be 
a piece of linen the nze of his shtoud; the bearer loudly pro- 
dairoing, ** Behold the trophies of Saladin, Sultan of Kgypt, 
Caliph of Cairo, King of Bamascus^ and the conqueror of 
Jerusalem.** 

His " Sanctification of the Months," proves his proficiency 

III ii^jtronomy. ^Va a philosopher, the following extract from his 
pruliicc to the Mishna may not prove unaccepuLlc. " Know," 
nys ilkiaimonedes," that every thing uudci- the Lunar sphere is 

* MongoD* 
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cicated for the use of man. If there arc atumals and plants, 
tbe utility of which ie not apparent, it is because our ignorance 
has not been abk to diacover it. The proof is that every age 
makes discoveriea of the utility of certain animab and [tiants; 
objects that to ub seem poisonous poeee&s their salutary qualities: 
we have an evident proof in vipers, which, although noxious 
reptiles, have been rendered useful to man. Then since man 
is the end of all the creation* we must examine for what pur- 
pose he eodstBy £ot what end he is created. We see eveiy olrjeet 
of the creation produce the efiect for which it is created; the 
palm yields its dales, the spider weaves its cobwebs. AU their 
qualities render the animal or plant proper to attain their pur- 
pose. Then what is that of man ? It cannot be to eat, drink, 
propagate, build walls, or to command; for these occupations 
are separate from him and add not to his essence, and he pos- 
sesses nearly the whole of them in common with other animals. 
It is then intelligence only that augments his being, and ele- 
vates him from a lowly condition to a sublime state. It is but 
by reason that man distinguishes himself iVom the other ani- 
mals; he himself is but a rational animal. By reason, I 
mean the understanding of comprehensible subjects, and above 
all of the unity of God, all other knowledge tends to conduct 
him to that; but t^) arrive at it he must avoid luxury, for too 
much c-are bestowed on the body destroys the soul. The man 
who abandons himself to his passions, who renders his under- 
standing subservient to his corporal desires, does not demon- 
strate the divine power that lies within him, that is to say 
rcason,^hich is a matter floating in tlie ocean of space. 

"It results from what has been said, that the purpose of our 
world, and the objects contained therein, is man endowed with 
knowledge and goodness. For a man to be perfect, he must 
combine in himself science and actions, that is, the knowledge 
of truth with the practice of virtue. This is what not only 
our prophets, hut the ancient philosophers taught us, and it will 
be found more detailed in my exposition of the **Ethics of the 
Fathers." Throughout the law you find this precept " Leam 
and then practise.*' It inculcates that knowledge precedes 
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action, for knowledge leads to actions, while tli</v du not lead 
to knowledge. This is the reason why our .sages have «aid 
that * learning begets practice.' But, probably, some persons 
will say, if the purpose of man is to acquire Icnowlcdcre and 
perform good actions, why do we see the major part of man- 
kind deficient in knowledge and even despising it; giving reiiis 
to their passions, and devoting themselves to mundane occupa- 
tioQS? To this I answer: Man has many material wants; it 
reqiures the labour of a midtitude to satisfy them. The length 
of Methuaalem's life would not suffice were every one obliged 
to exercise all the arte neoesBary to supply his physical wants. 
The study of philosophy can only be the portion of a small 
number. Were every one to apply himself to that study, in a 
short time the human race would become eztinct." 

Maimonides had advanced in knowledge &r beyond his 
time; and he wlio was and still is considered the greatest man, 
not only of his nation but of bis age, came to be treated as a 
heretic by the bigoted French Talmudists, and some few of 
the Spanish Rabbins, for bis invaluable work " The Guide to 
the Doubtful," written in Arabic, and translated into Hebrew 
by his Mend, R. Samud ben Hbon. They excommunicated 
him and caused the work to be burnt; but the more enlightened 
Spanish schools not only supported it, but placed under 
amithema his Frengh antagonists, E,. David Kimchi endea- 
voured ill vain to reconcile tlus schism. At length the deter- 
mined COM duct of the Spanish Kabbins effected it after his 
death; an I a deputation was sent in 1232, to his grave at 
Saphet, to ask pardon of his ashes. He is now acknowledged 
by all Jews to have been the greatest man among them since 
M(^s; for they say, " From Moses until A loses there was not a 
Moses." His death, which took place in 1204, was considered a 
national misfortune by the Egyptians as well as the Jews; they 
observed a general mourning for three days, and called it the 
lamentable year. 7 At Jerusalem a &st was observed, and the 
section of the law read on the occasion was: If ye walk in 
my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them," 

' Jucbasin. 
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etc.* And from ihc prophets, **A]id the word of Samuel 
came to all Israel,*','^* 

Id addition to the above mentioned works he wrote 

" The Boole of the Precepta." ** The Book of Logic." «» On 
the Kcsiurrectioii, an Eplttlc against the prevalent opinion of 
Astrology." Another to the Jews of the South, exhorting 
them to remain firm to their rehgion. ** On the Preservation 
of Health." " The Garden of Health." ** On Natural His- 
tory." ** The Knowledge of God through his Creatures." " On 
Dreams." *' On the Soul — solutions to various questions on 
religious points." A Commentary on Avicenna." Another 
on a part of the Guemara." ** Sermona." ** The Thirteen 
Articles of Faith," and various other treatises too numerous to 
detaiL Many of his writings are in Arabic; those in Hebrew 
are in the purest style. His works are uniYeraally admired* An 
eminent English di'vine says — The memory of Mumonides 
has flourished^ and will flourish for ever," ^® 



CHAPTER VIIL 

Learned Mm, — Nachmanides^ his Conference mih 

Fr. Paul,^E{oi at Toledo Synagogue at EsteUa 

taken from them, — Privileges in Aragon. — Al- 
pho7iso JL of Aragon luis two Christians executed 
far the murder of a Jew. — Letter of Innocent IIL 
— Fuero Vi^, — Caraites. — Alphonso IX, opposed 
to ihdr Innovations. — Fuero Real, 

This may be considered the "brightest period, the 
golden age of Hebrew Literature; for many other 

• Lev.xx?!. 8. » i Suiu iv. It«1 1, 

» Dr. Ck?eriQg, Bishop of Petcrboroogii. 
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learned men flourished cotemporaneously witli tliose 
noticed in the preceding ciiapter, among whom may 
be reckoned : — 

R. Moses ben Tibon Mabimon — a native of Granada, bom 
m 1134, who even excelled his talented relatives, R. Judah 
and R. Samuel. His proficiency in tlic Hebrew and Arabic 
languages enabled him to translate li om the latter into the 
former, the most classical works on Jurisprudence, Phil ^sopliy, 
Ai-tronomy and Medicine ; and those of Muimonides, Averroes, 
Aristotle, Alphncrran, and Euclid's Element". He obtained for 
his abilities the title of " The Father of Translators." He 
wrote in Hebrew a philosophical work, solving the problem 
why the sea and waters do not inundate the earth. 

R. Benjamin ben Jonah — of Tudela, in Navarre, cele- 
brated for his travels in the East, which he commenced in 
1 160, and continued for fifteen years. His itinerary has been 
translated into various languages. M. Asher, of Berlin, has 
lately made it familiar to the English reader with valuable 
notes. 

fi. MOSBB GlOUikTILLjl — born at Cordova in 1148, was a 
poet of great repute; he tranilated Job and various Hebrew 
writmge into Axabic, and composed a Hebrew Tocabnlaiy. 

R. Joseph Knicui — was bom at Narbonne, in 1160, but 
styled himself a Spaniard j niucli esteemed for his knowledge of 
sacred and profane literature, and particularly grammar and 
poetry. He wrote various controversial works against Chris- 
tianity; " A Commentary on Jeremiah;" The Holy Shekels;" 
a collection of poems; and ** The Book of Memory," a gram- 
matical work. His sou— 

B. HoBKB iCiMCHi — bom in 1190, was also an esoellent 
£xd.unve of his grammar, lie wrote vaiious 
wosks on it» ha;ving the titles of ** The Entnmoeto the Bead ef 
SBowledge;" «<The Fsihs of the Holy Tongue;*' "The 
Gate of my Words;" Good Undeiskanding;*' The fiodk 
that heab." He also commented on Proverbs and Ens, and 
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wrote a moral pbiloiophical work, entitled '* The Delight of 
the Soul." But the gmtMi of thia talented family which had 
fiimiahed Rabbins to variooa oongregatkiiis of Spam was his 
brother — 

R. David Knicai — bora In 1199, denonunated, fiom his 

excellent Hebrew dictionary and Grammar, ** The Prince of 

Gmiauiunans." Hifl ** Commentaries on Scripture" are highly 
esteemed; aiul considered necessary fur the perfect understand- 
ing of the holy writings. He endeavoured, in vain, to effect 
H reeonciliation between the French and Spanish schools on 
the subject of Maimomdes' Guide. 

B. Abraham ben Hasdai — Chief Kabbi of Barcelona, 
oontempoiaiy with R. David Kimchi, was a moral philosopher 
of note and a profound scholar. Under the title of The 
Apple," he translated from the Arabic into Hebrew, a work 
containing numerous moral sayings and sentences of philoso- 
phers; "The Just Balances," a moral work of Algazali; ^ 
and wrote a moral work entitled^ Dlrecdons for the Soul," 
and ** The King's Son and the Nasarene also " Arguments on 
the Fear of God.** 

R. Moses ben Nachman — more commonly known by the 
name of Kachmanides, was a native of Gerona, fix>m which he 
is sometimes called li. Moses of Gerona, bom in 1198. From 
his great erudition, he obtained the title of The Father of 
Knowledge." He was a profound philosopher, cabalist, and 
physician; and particularly iamed for his abilities in the 
obstetric art. His reputation as a' learned doctor in the law, 
led to his being nominated on the part of the Jews, to the 
public disputation with Fr. Paul CShxistiam, by the decree of 
James I., king of Aragon (to which kingdom Catalonia be- 
longed), to put a stop to the daily disputes that took place 
betwesn the Jews and Dominican firiais who had studied 
Hebrew and Arabic. This decree induced the adverse parties 
to select thai ablest advocates, and the above named were 
chosen. The conference took place in the presence of the 
king and court; the two oratora defended their respective 
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causes with great erudition and eloquence. As usual in similftr 
cases, each party claimed the victory. R. Moses drew up an 
account of the proceedings, and proved that his arguments 
were answered only by sophisms. The king was so pleased 
with his conduct and talents, that he presented him with 300 
crowns* In his latter days he quitted Spain^ and retired to 
the Holy Lond^ where he built a handsome coU^, and died 
in 1260. He left a number of learned scholars, and the fol- 
lowing learned works: — 

** The Garden of Desire," and a dozen other Cabalistic 
works. Epistles on the " Sauclity of Marriage; ' on moral 
subjects, addressed to liis son; and one in defence of JMai- 
monides; '* An Exposition of the Law;" " A Commentary 
on Job;" another on some " Treatises of the Talmud;" 

On tbe Works of Maimonides " The Law of Man" — 
directions how to conduct himself in Sickness, Trouble, 
JDeatli, and the Hope of a Future Life; On the Coming of 
the Messiah;" his sermon on the Excellence of the Law, 
preached before the king of Castile; "On the Redemption 
fi-om Captivity;" a lament on the "Destruction of the 
Temple;" and his " Conference with Friar Paul" 

Toledo had offered hospitality to the learned Hebrew 
stran^fTs, who, emulating the thirst of glory and sci- 
ence which the sectarians of Mahomet had cultivated, 
contributed on their part to inoculate the Spanish 
people with it; but the^r, exclusively attachedto the 
art of war, little heeded such pursuits. The favour 
shewn by the king to the Jews incensed the people 
against them. In 1108, a riot took place at Toledo, 
probably instigated by the fanatics then about joining 
the crusadey the archbishop, Bernard, having taken 
the cross. The populace, under pretence of the hatred 
they bore towards their religion, murdered numbers; 
the streets of Toledo streamed with Je\\ish blood. Fire 
consumed immense wealth ; plunder and violence lett 
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every where the trace of desolation. This fatal ex- 
ample was a precedent for the many massacres that 
are indelible stains on the history of the Spanish 
nation. In vain did King Alphonso, animated hj 
humanity, attempt to punish the perpetrators of the 
liorrid attack. The mob, irritated at the privileges 
granted to the Jews, plundered the synagogues, and 
immolated the Rabbins at the foot of their altars; 
nothing had been respected. The laws were disre- 
garded, or were too impotent ; and the people carried 
their thirst for blood to the utmost excess. The 
Hebrew people, amidst the troubles of 'which they 
were the victims, sought protection from the king and 
church, by large contributions, exclusive of their 
ordinary taxation and capitation. The latter was 
frequently assigned to grandees for some signal action, 
or in exchange for some privilege, in lieu of a pension 
on the royal revenues. 

The king of Navarre, Don Garcia the Honk, so 
called from having been bishop of Burgos and Pamp- 
lona, in 1135 assigned them to the citizens of Estella, 
for the services rendered him ; and with the Catholic 
feeling of the time, deprived them of their principal 
synagogue, and gave it to his successor in the latter 
see, who dedicate^ it to the mother of God and all 
saints.* 

The Jews had, in 1170, obtained many privileges at 
Nagera. King Sancho, the Wise, extended them to 
those of Tudela, to induce them to settle in Castile, and 

for their protection; they are thus detailed in the 
archives of Navarre (Dr. Asso y Rodrigues, the 
compiler of the ancient Spanish Laws, could not dis« 
cover them complete) : — 

' LezBun, MS. Hem. of Estella. 
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The power of ^eUing the houses they quitted within their 
barrier* 

** To pay no tax, under ocmdition that, with the exception of 
the principal tower, tibey should keep the castle in repair. 

"That should they be attacked in CSastile, and kill any 
person, they shoidd not be punished for murder. 

That in taking oath on the demand of Christians, they 
should answer: * I swear' ten times; and * Amen/ ten times. 

** The king will appoint a Christian judge to whom Chik- 
tians are to apply in complaints against Jews. 

" In trials between Moors and Jews, thoy are to be proved by 
Jews nnd Moors only; the same as is done between Christians, 
Jews, and Moors. 

Finally, he granted them land ^^r a Cemetery." 

Charles n. confirmed all the above in 1855.' 

In the following year he granted the same to the Jews 
of Fiimes.^ Jews were not to pay tithes on what they 
inherited from their progenitorS| but only on what 
they acquired from Christians.^ 

During the constant warfare carried on in Castile, 
Navarre, and Aragon, from disputed successions and 
the differences among the Moorish sovereigns, the 
services of the Jews were required by all the belli- 
gerents, and they were employed in the highest offices 
of state, both by Christians and Moors. 

Alpliunso \'IIL, who at an early age had been 
married to Eleanor, daughter of Henry 11. of Eng- 
land| proved a second Marc Anthony. In 1171, he 
became enamoured of a beautiful Jewess, named 
Fennosa; neglected bis queen, abandoned public 
affairs, and for seven years confined himself to his 
capital with his inamorata; although after his defeat 
at Alarcos, bis states were menaced by the kings of 

* Arab. Nat. Case 1, No. S4^. • Ibid. No. 86/ 
* Fiteio de Sobarbe, No. 990. 
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Aragon, Leon, and Seville. The superstitiouB people 
attributed the disasters that befell the kingdom, to the 

impious love of the prince. They did not hesitate to 
sacrifice the mistress of the king to what they con- 
sidered the welfare of the nation. A riot broke out 
at the residence of the king; the rebels entered his 
palace, and under his eyes assassinated the handsome 
Jewess, to whose influence they attributed all the 
public calamities. Alphonso, seeing the fury of the 
people, dared not punish any of the assassins, from fear 
of experiencing the fate of his favourite ; but, aroused 
from his lethargy on the plains of Tolosa, he repaired 
the disgrace of Alarcos. 

Alphonso II. of Aragon had two Christians exe- 
cuted for the murder of a Jew. As he owed 100 
marabotins to one of the assassins, he is accused of 
having done it, not as Bn act of justice, but to rid 
himself of an importunate creditor. 

Through the mediation of Henry II. of England, 
peace was concluded between Castile and Aragon; 
by which the rev^ues &om the Jews of Estella and 
Euvenes were ceded to the former.* 

Alphonso IX., whose reign began 1188, was parti- 
cularly favourable to Jews and Moors. The favour 
shewn them by this liberal monarch, induced Pope 
Innocent III. to address him on the subject in 1205. 
He accused him of elevating the synagogue and 
mosque at the expense of the church ; that he exon- 
erated elews and Moors from paying tithes, and per- 
mitted them to acquire landed property as they 
liked. That the slave of a Jew becoming a Christian, 
by that conversion became free, and instead of paying 
the owner the amount fixed by ecclesiastical canons, 

• MS. Mem. ofKstcIla. 
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the Jew .was pennitted to claim what indemnity he 
chose ; that, latterly, the hishop of Burgos was com- 
pelled to pay 200 pieces of gold for a girl not worth 

ten sous, as the pope says. This latter part shews 
that the letter had been written through the influence 
of the Spanish clergy at the court of liome. R . Hay, 
a native of Granada, was physician to the king. 
Finding the laws so inoperative, Alphonso, in 1212, 
revised the Fuero Viejo of Castile, a code formed by 
SaiK li <) (Jarcia, count of Castile, between 995 and 
1000, but which Dr. Asso y Kodrigues, who has pre- 
served the revised code, could not discover. The 
following are the only ones wherein Jews are men- 
tioned, and which place them on an equality with his 
other subjects: — 

FuEBO ViEJO OF Castm — BooK III. Title 2. 

On Proofs. 

If a OhristiaiL or Jew demand a debt firom another Christian, 
which the latter d^es, and the creditor asaerts he can prove 
it, arbitratora shall be named in presence of the Alcalde 
(magiatrate), whose decision after the examination of witnesses 
shall be binding; but if arbitrators are not appointed, the case 
remains nndedded, and the parties may commence the snit de 

Title IV. — On Debts. 

§ 1. — If a knight is indebted to a Jew or Ghriscaan, and 
the debt is recognised and acknowledged, the debtor, if he 

possesses moveables, must deliver them to his creditor, and 

they are to be sold to pay him within nine days; but if im- 
moveable property is deposited for the payment, the debtor is 
to keep possession, and enjoy it until tlie debt is paid; and 
should he incur any expense on it, he is to reimburse himself 
before the debtor receives anything from it; but if he will not 

/J 
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uphold the property, be is to retain it in its depreciated state; 
but he may not sell it to another person. 

§ 3.— If any person 18 indebted to a Jew, and has given a 
bond engaging all his property for the payment, be may dis- 
pose or mortgage a part of it before the Jew is in possession ; 
but if he, or the sb^nfP in bia bebalf, ia in poaseflaion of it, ho 
may neitber sell nor mortgage it to any other person until tbe 
Jew ia paid. 

{ IB.— If a Jew sues s man of ihe town, and he appeait 
before the Akalde, if .he wiahea to make tma with the Jew, 
the Alcalde shall fix the time at ten days. 

§ 19.— If a Jew demands a bond debt, and the debtor denies 
it, the Alcalde is to take the bond; if the Jew proves it accord- 
ing to law, he must have his debt, and the person who denied 
it must pay a fine of sixty sous to the judge; if the Jew cannot 
prove it according to law, the bond is to be cancelled, and the 
Jew is to be fined sixty sous. If a Jew demands a bond wliich 
is proved to have been paid, the Alcalde shall tear the bond, 
and fine the Jew sixty sous; but the Christian who gave the 
bond must prove the payment by anotlier Christian or a Jew, 
as his testimony alone is not sufilcient. 

Title V. — On Pledges. 

( 3^If a person pledges wearing apparel, bedding, plate, 
or other articles to Jews or Ghnstiaas, and the holder claims a 
sum that the other disputes, and the holder dedaies the amount 
he advanced, and ofieis to proye they were pledged fi>r that 
amount; if he cannot prove it, the other is to pay no more 
than he acknowledges, and is to receive his pledge. If Ihe 
pledges are deposited with a Jew, as the Jew is to be secured 
for the sum he claims, ihe Ghristaan must pay it, and fiHy per 
cent, per annum for profit, unless he can prove he has not 
received as much. 

§ 4. — It' a Jew takes pledges of apparel, bedding, furniture, 
or plate, from a Christian, on interest, and another person 
claims them as having been lost or stolen from him, and de- 
mands their restitution: if the Jew declares that he took the 
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articles in pledge, but does not know the person that pledged 
tlicm, the Jew mubt sweai in the synagogue that he does not 
know the j^rson, nor hag any understanding with him to re- 
turn them, and also the amount he advanced, if tlie Christian 
wishes to redeem them. If they do not in right belong to the 
Jew, he must pay the amount advanced, and the Jew 19 to 
g;ive them up without iuteieflt. 

Many foreignerB, for sucli they termed the Navar- 

rese and Aragonese that had joined Alphonso 
against the Moors, being encamped in the vicinity 
of Toledo, with pretended zeal ill-treated the Jews 
and killed jSome. The nobles and Toledans took anns 
in thdr defence against the strangers; bat it required 
all the aathority and prudence of the king to quell 
the riot and secure the Jews from injury; and many 
quitted bpain at the time and settled in Barbary. 
During this reign,-the Caraites made their appearance 
in Spain, and caused so much disturbance irom their 
difference with the tenets of the Spanish Jews that 
the king was obliged to interpose his authority. At 
Burgos, they attempted to overthrow the customs and 
usages that had been practised for ages. The king sided 
with the majority; he prohibited the Caraites from 
practismg their rites, and enjoined them to conform 
to the religion of the mass of the Hebrew people ; 
wlucii they either did or quitted the country, for no 
further mention is made of them in Spanish history. 
Ue protected the Jews in the free exercise of their 
religion, and prevented apostasy, as is seen by the 
8ul]joined extract from the code of laws which he added 
to his revision of the Fuero Yiejo, for the gOYemment 
of hia kingdom. 
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FuBBO Rbal (Rotal Statute) of Alfhonso IX. 
Book IY. Tttlr 2 Oh Jews. 

I. — ^We forbid any Jew reading or keeping concealed books 
opposed to his religion, or that woidd invalidate it; any one 

possessing or finding such is to bum them publicly at the 
synagogue gates. We further prohibit tlieir reading, or know- . 
ingly possesi?ing any books that speak against our religion, or 
in disparagement of it. But we permit them to read and pos- 
sess all hooka on their religion, as those given by Moses and 
the other prophets; and should a ])eisuu read or keep any 
book contrary to this our prohibit ion, his person and property 
shall be at the mercy of the king. 

II. — ^We strictly forbid any Jew to induce any Christian to 
turn from his religion, or circumcise him. Whoever doe8» shall 
die for it, and his |>rop6rty be confiscated to the king. 

ITT. — If a Jew utters anytliing reviling against God, the 
holy Maria or other saints, he shall be fined ten maravcdis for 
each ofienoe, and the king shall order one hundred lashes to 
be given to him. 

lY.— No Jew or Jewess shall presume to rear the child of a 
Christian, nor give his or her child to be brought up by a 
Chrislaan. Any person so doing shall pay a. fine of one hun« 
dred maravedis to the king. 

V. — No Jew is to advance money at interest, or otherwise^ 
on the person of a Christian. Whoever does shall lose whatever 
he may have lent, and the Christian can go free whenever he 
chooses. No law-suit or sentence to prevent him is valid. 

VI. — No Jew shall lend at a higher rate of interest than diirty- 
three and a third per cent per annum. If he lends at a higlier 
laic, it is void; and if he receives more, he shall pay double the 
amount he received to the person who paid it ; and any law-suit 
instituted contrary hereto shall he of no avail. Furthermore 
we order, that no one f=hall presume to use any pledge he may 
have taken, or lend it to any other person: whoever does 
shall be fined half its value for the owner; nor shall any suit he 
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may enter to use it be admissible, unless the pledge be free of 
interest duxing the time. We further forbid any further in* 
teiest to be charged af^ the interest amounts to as much as 
the capital; nor is the bond to be renewed until the year is 
completed. Should any suit be craftily instituted to obtain 
more, it shall be void. And if in any way he receiTes more 
than the law permits, he shall refund it as said be&re* This 
law is &r Jews, Moors, and Christians, or any one who lends 
on mterest. 

VII. — We do not prevent Jews observing their sabbaths, 
and the holidays enjoined by their religion. They may practise 
whatever the holy church aiiti kings have permitted ; and no 
person shall oppose or obstruct them. No one shall compel 
them to appear before a tribunal, nor condemn them, nor seize 
nor arrest their persons on those days, that they may not do 
anything contrary to their religion. Neither may they sum- 
mon any other person to justice on those days. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Learned Men, — Poignard of Faith Christia?! Con- 
quest — Moorish Dissensions. — Cortes of Barcelona 
— of Saragassa,-- Capitulation of Cardova. — Fo- 
lenda surrendered. — Eeecript at Gerana, — Ordinance 
ofLerida*'''SemUe reduced, — Kindneesof Fer^nand^ 
— CoUege of Cordova transferred to Toledo. — 
ported Crucijixion of a Chorister. — Alpkoaso X, the 
Wise^ succeede his Father, — Astronomers employed by 
him, — Jealousy of the Catcdans. — A Duty levied an 
Fareign Jews and Moore. — Protected by Alphoneo — 
his ordinance respecting Pledges, — Charter of 
Alcala — of Salamanca — • of Sahagun, — BvU of 
Alexander IV, 

Perhaps there are none in the present centaiy whose 
fame is so great as that of those of the preceding one; 

but Spain yet could boast of many learned Hebrew 
writers, who do honour to its literature. Barcelona in 
1200 gave birth to— 

B. Joseph Caspi — a renowned philolo^st and grammanan. 

On the latter subject, his works yet extant are, " The Treasure 
of the Holy Tongue," explaining ail the words in scripture. 
His dictionary, entitled " Silver Chains," contains the roots of 
all Hebrew words. He wrote an exposition of the precepts, 
with the title of, " The Book of Mystery." He also com- 
mented on Lamentations; the Guide of Maimonides; the Ten 
Predicaments of Aristotle ; Plato's Government of States and 
the Commentary of Aben Ezra. 
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E. JoKAH OF Gerona — was born about this period. He 
wrote on the Ordinances of Women;" The Gates of Re- 
pentance/' shewing its neoean^; another work on lawful 
and prohibited things. The fame of hb great pety and mo- 
rality brought him to the notice of James of Aragon, who 
commanded him to write a work to instruct man in the dutiea 
of religion and piety ; which he did, under the title of» On 
the Fear of God*" He died and was buried at Seville in 
1264. 

It is affinned of this prince that he bo highly re- 
spected the learned rabbins, that he claimed their 

assistance for instruction on moral subjects, and 
also borrowed their prayer-books for his private de- 
votions; so that, although hated by the populace and 
the ignorant among the clergy, the great and learned 
not only protected, but admired and encouraged them.' 
Although this prince persecuted the Albigenses, he 
treated the Jews kindly; his confessor, Raymond de 
Pennatortc, having recommended mild measures as 
the most effectual means of converting them. Penna- 
forte is by some supposed to be the author of ^ The 
Poignard of Faith/' a violent attack on the Jews; but 
from its not appearing until three centuries later, it 
is far more probably the production of the envenomed 
])en of another less humane Dominican friar, named 
Kaymond. This monarch would not permit a Spanish 
translation of the Bible in his dominions, probably from 
that of R. David Kimchi (from which the Ferara 
edition is supposed to have been printed) being the 
only one tiien known. 

R. Jacob Antolt — a native of Granada, born in 1210, waa 
a profound mathematician, hntrnigt, and expositor. He toins- 
laied into Uehrew MaimonidfiB' Compendium of Logic; the 
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Isigoge of Porphyrus; the Book of Aristotle on the. Intcr- 
pfetation; the First and Second Book on Syllogisms, with the 
Commentary of Averroes, and the Arabic of Alphragan on the 
Celestial BeTolutions. He wiote a philoeophioid exponlian of 
the Pentateuch in Hebzew, bearing the title of **The In* 
fltniotor of Seholan." 

IL Jacob bex Machir Tibon — born at Cordova m 1215, 
resident at Seville, was a matliematician, astronomer and philo- 
sopher of high repute. He wrote on the Astrolabe, under the 
title of" The Quadrant of Israel;" another astronomical work; 
a coramcntarv on the Pentateuch; and translated Averroes' 
Arabic comment on Aristotle, and Euclid's Elements, into 
Hebzew. 

B. Isaac abek Latiph — iroa alao highly esteemed as a 
pliiloflopher, astronomer, geographer^ and phyenciaa. He wrote 
a theological philosophical work, entitled, "The Gate of 
Heaven;*' " The King's Txeasuzy," or qnesdons on philoso- 
phical subjects; The Form of the Universe," on tiie ter- 
restrial and celestial globes, and some theological works. 

R. Moses Micozzi, of an Italian family, but a native of 
Toledo, was a famed preacher of great repute and eloquence. 
He seyerely reprobated a custom, then prevalent, of marrying 
strange women; he travelled much in Spain, and taught the 
law in his native city. His learned commentary on the pre- 
cepts is highly esteemed. 

B. Joseph Ben Shoshan — must have held an important 

office under the Moorish king of Seville, for, among some 
tombstonet tijun i at Seville, where he died in 1233, his epi- 
taph expresses, that "he was mighty in the law, a prince in 
government, and that all the nobles of the king bowed their 
heads to him."^ 

R. Joseph ben Daoud — is another proof of the high con- 
sideration the Moorish sovereigns entertained for their able 
Jewish subjects. Although no mention is made of him in 
histoiy, his epitaph states, that " the Arabian kings conferred 
honour and power on him." He died at Seville in 1240.^ 
' Appendix, No. Sr. * ApiH»idis« No. S. 
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R. Meir ben Tqdros — a native of Burgos, taught the 
law at Toledo, where he died in 1244; he wrote various cabalis- 
tical works; a letter against Maimonides; and a treatise on the 
Masorah, entitled '* The Fence of the Law." 

B. Abbaham ben JgDAU — of BarceLona, bom in 1230, 
was a saperior Theologiati and Jurist; be wrote, under the title 
of, Hie Four Orders,** an excellent work on Hoe ezistenoe of 
God, Divine Ptovidenoe, the final oauae of the law of Moses, 
and the purport of its precepts. 

R. Peuez a Cohen — a Jurist of high repute, a great 
cabalist, and celebrated physician, was born about 1241, at 
Geroua ; his work, ** The Dispositions of the Divinity,** is 
much esteemed. 

R. Gbbsboh BBH SOLOMOii — ^also a native of Catalonia; 
his work, " The Gate of Heaven," treats on natural objects, 
•stionomy according to the systems of Ptolemy, Alphragaui 
and Averroes, and on theological subjects. 

The victorious arms of the Christian piiiiLes 
achieved conquests from the Moors, notwithstanding 
they bravely defended the possessions which the in- 
domitable courage of their ancestors had wrested from 
the Visigothic monarchs five centuries before. By 
their subdivision into numerous petty states, for 
almost every town of note had declared its independ- 
ence, the extensive Cordovese empire had become 
eight separate kingdoms; Toledo, Seville, Cordova^ 
Jaen, Granada, Murcia, Valencia, and Badajoz, each 
had its sovereign. Their mutual jealousies, and the 
hope of retaining their small dominions, often led 
them to join their forces to those of the Christian 
princes; and the bantler of the crescent might fre- 
quently be seen, with that of the cross, unfurled on 
tJie field of battle against their more powerfiil Moorish 
neighbour. 

o 
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The six catholic kingdomB of Castile, Leon, Astu- 
% rias^ Aragon, Navarre, and Portugal, had by inter- 
marriages, notwitlistaiiding their frequent quarrels, 
becuiiie iuorc united against the Saracens. These 
causes led to the gradual waning of the crescent, 
destined no longer to cast its refulgent light over the 
fertile fields of Andalusia; and a few years later it set 
for ever on the most fruitful portion of Europe. 

In 1224, Ferdinand III. commenced the conquest of 
Andalusia, by taking Baeza; upon which all the 
neighbouring towns of that small state surrendered. 

The cortes held in 1228 at Barcelona, deprived the 
Jews of a privilege they had long enjoyed in Catalonia ; 
it decreed, if there was no document pit>\ ins: a debt, 
that the oath of a Jew was not alone sufiicient for 
the recovery of it. 

James L, in 1230, added Majorca to the crown of 
Aragon, and held a cortes at Tarragona in 1233; 
among other laws are found ^: — 

{ 15.-^We also enact, that Jews are not to lend at a higher 
rate than twenty per cent, either in Aragon or Catalonia, nor 
ia the interest to exceed the capital. 

§ 20.»Jews are not to become Mahometans, nor are Moors 
to embrace Judaism. 

In the following year, he issued another, entitled^ — 

" Regulations against the Avarice of the Jews, and the 
Cnielty of Usury." The preamble states, that Christians had 
almost renounced usury; but that the insatiable avarice of 
Israelite usurers had reached the poii\t of overthrowing fortunes, 
and knew no bounds, particularly by the accumulations on the 
capital. The intention of gOTemment is not to prevent Jews 
lending money; for those transactions are useful to Christians. 
But to stop abuses, it is ordained that all Jews in town, or 

* Marca Hitpanica, App. dl5. * Idem, ^1. 
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eonatiy, iShat would lend on interest, aie to awetr in piesence 
of a notaij, that they oonfonn- to the law. The oal^i is not > 
to be taken in tlie sjnugogue or a private place, but in a 
court of justice, or the place where oaths are administered to 
Christians. They shall swear on the law of Moses and the 
Decalogue, and add all the ceremonies and curses as practised 
by tliG .Jews of Bfircclona. The notaries sliall register their 
oath, aiul draw up no acts lor Jews that are not registered and 
sworn to. The interest, whatever may be the term of the 
loan or quality of the security, in no case shall exceed four 
deniers on a livre per month. No Jew is permitted to add 
the interest to the capital, and cliarge compound interest; nor 
may he demand a larger amount of interest than the capital. 
All contracts and demands that are not conformable to these 
statutes shall be void ; and the Jew who lends on illegal terms 
shall lose the amount of the loan, half to be for the informer, 
and half for the king's lieutenant. Notaries who draw up 
such contracts are to be deprived of office for ever. Christian 
borrowers shall make oath before the notary, that the capital 
and interest are really the amounts expressed in the bond. 

In Navarre, it appears no distinction was made be- 
tween Christians and Jews; for, in 1234:, Pope 
Gregory IX. ordered the king, Thibaut I., to compel 
the Jews to dress differently to Christians) as estab- 
lished b}' a general council, which he was informed was 
not enforced in Navarre.' By the Fuero of Sobarbe, 
Jews were permitted to marry as many wives as they 
could {ffobemary maintain, but might not leave one 
without divorcing all. If a Jew cohabited with a 
Christian woman both were to be bumt.^ 

After au obstinate resistance, Cordova, the capital 
and seat of the Spanish caliphs, " surrendered to the 
Tictorious forces of Ferdinand in 12^6^ the inhabit- 

* Arch. Isav. Case 2, Mo. 12. • Query— To govern P 
' Arch. Nsv. Case S. Faero de Sobatbe» 79. 
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ants, by capitulation, were aUowed to retire with thdr 
property. Many Jews, with regret, quitted a city 
that had become dear to them, from the tranquillity 
they had for centuries enjoyed under the Moslem 
sovereigns, and the reminiscence of the glory shed by 
their schools on the literary character of the Hebrew 
nation. 

Two 3^arB after, a similar &te attended the city of 

Valencia. It surrendered, after a prolonged siege, to 
the army of James, who, by his many conquests 
during a long successful reign, had greatly enlarged 
the kingdom of Aragon. Upwards of 50,000 Moors 
are said to have quitted those (to them) Elysian fidds, 
amon^r whom "were many Jews; the inhabitants being 
permitted to carry away their gold, silver, and other 
property. 

In 1240, James issued a rescript at Gerona,* ordain- 
ing that on doubts arising in a court of law between 
a Christian borrower and a Jew lender, they were to 

be decided in iavour of the former; and that a Chris- 
tian might prove a debt against a Jew by Christian 
witnesses only; thus abrogating the privilege that no 
debt could be proved against them without a Jew 
witness. In Valencia, it was necessary that all debts 
above five sous should be jDroved by Christian wit- 
iiesses or writing. Although kindly dibpused towards 
the Jews, he wished for their conversion ; and to en- 
courage those who became Catholics, he issued an 
ordinance in 1242 from Lerida, authorising it uncon- 
ditionally, and securing to them their property of 
whatever nature it might be, and that the children or 
relatives of the convert should claim no part of it 
during his life-time, but on his death might inherit such 

* Mar. Hm. 518. 
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portion as though be apostatised to Judaism or Pa- 
ganism. This decree also included Moors. 

In 1244, Ferdinand compelled Granada to become 

tributary; and, after an obstinate resistance, his son 
Alphouso, in 1248, forced Seville to capitulate: 
400^000 persons of all ages and sexes, fearing new 
persecutions, are said to have quitted the Andalusian 
capital^ among whom were a number of Jews. Many 
retired to Africa; others, to various parts of Spain; 
from whence many afterwards returned, which may 
be attributed to the conduct of the prince, who, desir- 
ous of the Jews remmning in the conquered city, 
shewed them particular &voar. In dividing Seville^ 
he appropriated the three parishes of Santa Maria 
la Blanca, St. Bartholomew and Santa Cruz, to them 
for a Jewry. He also gave them three mosques, situ- 
ated within those parishes, for synagogues; and for 
their protection surrounded it with a wall, extending 
from the Alcazar to the gate of Garmona, of which 
vestiges are yet remaining, as well as some mutilated 
Hebrew inscriptions in a synagogue they built in the 
parish of St. Bartholomew. Within the Jewry they 
had their exchanges, markets, courts of justice, and 
slaughter-houses; and in an adjacent field their 
cemetery. The liberality of Alphonso, bis son, the 
Infante who headed the aTiny, went farther; he 
granted the rights of inheritance to those who had 
dwelt there under the Moorish sovereigns, as well as 
to all those that might be attracted to it by its im- 
mense population. Ferdinand, who was afterwards 
canonised, protected learning, and with it the Hebrew 
Hclii)l!irs; for under his auspices the famous college of 
Cordova was in 1249 transferred to Toledo, which 
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becauie the principal seat of Jewish liter4.ture, 
although Seville, Bw^ona, and other cities possessed 
schools of hi£:h repute and many learned men. His 
physician was Solomon ben Da4d, and he had n«ny 

Israelites in his service as receivers and auditors, who 
administered the royal revenues. In the general divi- 
sion, on the conquest of Seville, he rewarded those Jews 
who had accompanied him, by giving them lands in 
the Loza, afterwards called the Patemilla of the Jews. 
In seekin;^ to luneliorate their condition, he not only 
attended to the voice of humanity, but likewise to the 
progress and diifusion of the elements of civilisation ; 
and established professorships of Hebrew at Toledo, 
Seville, and other important cities of his donunions. 
In gratitude for these favours, on his public entry into 
vSeville, the Jews presented him a kev of most curious 
and elaborate workmanship, bearing in Hebrew and 
Spanish the inscription, " God will open, the king shall 
enter." It is yet preserved in the cathedral. To the 
protection of St. Ferdinand may be attributed, that 
the Jews were not persecuted from the false report 
that they had stolen and cruciHed a young chorister 
of the cathedral of Saragossa, named Dominic, whose 
murder it is said was discovered by a miraculous light 
appearing over his grave, from which he was disin- 
terred and sainted. This attempt of the clergy by 
-svhom it was concocted, only exposed the Jews to the 
insults and hatred of the populace ; but they suifered 
no violence from it. 

The tolerant spirit of this prince is demonstrated 
by the liberal code of laws under the title of Las 
Siete Partidas," which he left nearly completed at his 
death ; for in those superstitious times, it was no easy 
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task to protect the Jews and conciliate the clergy. 
The laws that appear severe against them, are only 
conformable to papal and concUiary decrees, which 
could not, from the influence of the clergy, be abro- 
gated, either with safety to the sovereign or those they 
wished to protect. He was succeeded in 1252 by his 
son AlphoDSO X., sumamed the Wise. This iUustrious 
prince was much attached to astronomy and mather 
matics. At an early age he sought the aid of the many 
Jewish proficients in those sciences, and in the Arabic 
language. At his desire, before his ascension to the 
throne, his physician E. Judah Mosca, translated a 
curious ancient Arabic manuscript into Spanish, which 
had originally been written in Obaldee. It treats on 
360 stones, their colour, virtues, where found, and the 
figure of the celestial sigrt from which each derives 
its strength; thus combining mineralogy with the 
superstition of the day — astrology : the work, yet in the 
library of the Escurial^ is elaborately illuminated. He 
also translated, by the king's desire, the astronomical 
work of AU ben Ragil, of which another translation was 
made by R. Judah a Cohen, who, by order of his sove- 
reign, translated the astronomical treatise of Avicenna 
on 1022 stars; and wrote a work on the forty-eight 
constellations formed by the 1252 stars which he 
reckoned in the firmament, contrary to the jjeneral 
opinion of Avicenna and cotemporary astronomers. 

K. Zag, of iSujurmenza, by command of this learned 
prince, wrote on the various astrolabes then in use, 
and gave rules for making dials. 

R. Isaac ben Said, the reader of the Synagogue of 
Toledo, where he was bom in 12 12, was also employed 
by him to assist in forming the lamed Alphonsine 
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tables; he was one of the profoundeat mothematiciana 
of the age. 

The protection afforded by this learned monarch, 
greatly increased the Hebrew population of Castile. 
As many as 12,000 students are said to liave resided 
then at Toledo. Although astronomy was his favourite 
atady, the learned and sdentific were equally pro- 
tected and patronised by him; but, notwithstanding 
his liberality, he could not attract all the Hebrew 
sdiolars Spain then could boast of. Exclusive of these 
Castilian subjects^ Aragon and the principality of 
Catalonia possessed many learned Jews; although the 
Hebrew peculation was not as numerous as in Cas- 
tile, owing to the jealousy of the Catalans, who had 
sought to place their cormuerce on the same system as 
Genoa and Pisa. The privileges Barcelona had ob- 
tained from the kings of Aragon, had rendered it a 
vast emporium. They no longer required the aid of 
foreigners, and obtained permission from the king to 
expel the Lombards, Pisans, and Florentines ; nor 
were foreigners permitted to establish banks at Barce- 
lona. The native Jews were tolerated but Moors 
and Jews coming from foreign parts were subject to 
an import duty, and figured in the tariff among silks, 
saffron, soap, and other merchandise. 

Tlie Jews had claim to the benevolence of the 
Castilian monarch; their doctors of the law pos- 
sessed the arts and soirees in the highest perfection; 
and it was impossible for a king who devoted to thdr 
study the moments of leisure that state affairs left 
hi Hi, not to feel a lively syiupathy towards their most 
renowned cultivators. Alphonso used all the means 
within his power that did not place him in direct 
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oppositioii to his vassak, to protect the Jews; as 
thereby he protected the adyaacement of human 
knowledge : giving thus an impulse to Spanish civili- 
sation. 

The removal of the Cordovese schools to the ancient 
capital of the Visigoths was of the utmost importance 
at the time. The learned Rabbins who had competed 
with the Arabian Ulemas, made their voices heard in 

the «Tewry of Toledo ; and when the star of Arabian 
civilisation l)ecame eclipsed in the capital of the Wes- 
tern Caliphs, the learning of the descendants of Judah 
seemed to shine with more brilliancy in the first me- 
tropolis of Christian Spain. 

The reason is not ^ven ; but some cause must have 
induced Ai^ilionso to issue the following ordinance 
respecting pledges to the Jews. 

We ordain that Jews may lend to the amount of eight 
maravedis on pledges, without being bound to swear or requiring 
disinterested. witnesses; and should an article, pledged without 
witnesses for a sum not exceeding eight maravedis, be afterwards 
claimed from the Jew as having been lost or stolen, the Jew 
shall be bound to disclose who was the person that pledged it; 
.but if he does not know him, or the person is not known, 
he shall swear in the prescribed form on the book of the law 
in the synagogue, that he does not know the person; that it 
was deposited with him by a respectable person, and that it is 
not (lone as a cover. If then the claimant wishes to redeem 
it, he shall j)ay the amount to the Jew, who shall not be liable 
to any penally. We further ordain, that if a Jew lend more 
than eight maravedis on a pledge, he must receive it in presence 
of witnesses, and take the prescribed oath before the notary 
who draws up the agreement, that he is not to receive more 
than thirty-three and a third per cent, and that he lends it on 
those terms. And should an article pledged for more than 
eight mantvedis be claimed, as having been robbed .or stolen, 
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and the person who pledged it is known, but deaieB it, if the 
Jew cannot prove or will not denounce the penon, he shall 
deliver up the pledge to the claimant without being paid, but 
shall incur no further penalty." 

Almost every city of Spain enjoyed its particular 
Fuero or Charter, which charters were granted by difFer- 
eDt sovereigns. In most, certain privileges were given 
to the Jews. In that of AlcaLa we find the following — 

"Any Chri-iiun inhabitant that wounds or kills a Jew, 
^hall pay the same Eue as a Christian would for a similar act 

to anotlier. 

A Jew that wounds or kills a Christian, shall be fined the 
same as if it were committed by a Christian. 

" Jews that wish to rende and settle in Alcala, m&y do so 
in fiill security." 

In that of Salamanca, — 

** Jews have the same rights as Cliristians, and any person 
that kills or wounds them is to suifer for such crime, the 
same as if it were committed on a Chxistiany or on an inhabitant 
of Salamanca. 

^* Jews and their heirs are to be treated the same as if they 
were inhabitants of Salamanca; and their sentences are to be 
signed by two Jews and a Chiistian, or two Christians and 
a Jew." 

In the charter given by Alphonso to the town of 
Sahagun, is the following : — 

" We order that the Jews of Sun Fagund shall enjoy the 
same privileges as the Jews of Carion. They shall be judged by 
the chiefs appointed by the Rabbins of Burgf s ; and the chiefs 
so nominated, shall, in presence of the abbot, swear to act 
justly and impartially; and should they object to the decisions 
of the said chiefs on points of their law, they are to appeal 
to the said Rabbins. 

" In disputes between Christian and Jewy or Jew and Chris- 
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tian, they shall be tried by the Alcalde of San Fagund, and 
they may appeal, in conformity to the charter of the town. 

All claims between Christians and Jews must be proved by 
two witnesses, a Christian and a Jew, or two Christians if 
there is no Jew, or two Jewa if there is no Christian. 

A person who kills a Jew shall pay 500 sous to the abbot: 
this and all other fines shall be given to the town, or according 
to their law, in conformity to the charter.*' 

Don Moses Levi Abulaphia practised medicine at 
Seville with great celebrity. He died 1255 ; he had 
been physician to the last Moorish king. 

By letters patent, dated Segovia, 16th September 
1256, addressed to the High Alcaldes, Kodrigo Estcvan 
and Gonzales Vincente, the king granted to the metro- 
politan church of Seville, a tax of thirty deniers, 
which all other bishoprics received from every Jew 
above ten years of age within their diocese. 

A bull of Alexander IV., in this year, empowered 
the king of Navarre not only to prevent the usury of 
Jews, but to deprive them o£ the property they had 
BO acquired, and to return it to its owners, or appro- 
priate it to charitable purposes. 

Tn 1261, Alphonst) c()in[)leted the Code of Las 
Siete Partidaa. They exhibit the protection afforded 
by these enlightened monarchs to the persons and 
property of the Jews, and the free exercise of their 
religion. The laws made under the influence of the 
clergy do not appear to have been cnibrced. 
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CHAPTEE X, 

iM Sim {tartiliafl;, ar^'Seom Codes:'' 

Ok th£ Saoiu.M£nts of the Chdbch.^ 

Law 63. — What Jew and Moon are to do on meetinff the 

Host. — It sometimes happens that Jews and Moors meet the 
Host, when being carried to administer the iracriiiiiunt to some 
sick person, as stated in the preceding law. We therefore 
say, that if any person not of our faith, and who does not 
believe it, sliould meet the Host, he will do right to kneel 
the same as Christians, that being nothing more than true 
religion. B\it if he (1<h'h not wish to kneel, we order that he 
withdraw Irom the street, that the clergyman may pass without 
interruption; if it should be proved of any person that he 
would not, the judge of the place where it occurs shall 
commit him to prison for three days. And should he act 
thus again, we order the punishment to be double, and that 
he be imprisoned six days. If thereby he is not warned, but 
a third time should act contraiy heieto, we order that he .be 
arrested and taken before the king» who shall inflict the punish- 
ment he may think proper for such act. Should the king be , 
&r £rom the place, the person so acting shall be properly secured 
until he be informed tliereof, that he may order the punish- • 
ment such person deserves. We order this for two reasons 
First, — That Jews and Moors may not say that we injure or 
wrong them in our dominions. Secondly, — That the judges 
and those charged witli the execution hereof, perform it without 
being induced to condemn them from envy of their property, 
nor the pleasure of personally injuring them from anv ill-will 
th(?v rviny bear against them. The aforesaid punishment is to 
be understood only for those Moors and Jews who are in- 
habitants of places within our dominions; but if they are 

' Mad. Edit. 1711. * Code i. Title 4. 
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strangeis that oome from foreign parts and lure unacquainted 
herewith, we conaider it just that they should not he liable 
thereto, as such persons do not deserve punishment, unless 
knowingly and maliciously they act contiwxiy. 

On Lavtebs.' 

Law 5. — Furthermore, we say that no Jew or Moor may 
act as advocate for a Christian; nevertheless he may act as such 
for himself, or any person of his religion. 

Os Oaths.^ 

Law 1 1. — Jews having to make oath, must do it in the fol- 
lowing form: — The person who demands that a Jew be sworn, 
must accompany liiiii to tlic sjnugugue, to witness his swearing 
ill presence of Christians and Jews. The Jew that is to be 
sworn must place his hand on the book of tlie law from which 
they read ; and the pt r<on who administers the oath shall con- 
jure him as follows :— You A. B., a Jew, swear by that God 
who is Omnipotent, ^vlio created heaven, earth, arid ail other 
things, and who said, Swear not falsely by my name: by 
that God, who made Adam, the first man, placed him in 
Paradise, and commanded him not to eat the &uit which he 
forbade him; and because he ate thereof, drove him from 
Paradise: by that God who accepted the offering of Abel 
and refused that of Gain; who at the time of the Flood saved 
Noah, his wife, hb sons, their wives and all living things in 
the ark, that they might afterwards people the earth: by that 
God who saved Lot and his daughters £rom the destruction 
of Sodom and Gomornih : by that God who said unto Abraham, 
that in his seed all the nations of the earth should be blessed, 
and commanded that aU people proceeding from him should 
be circumcised, and chose fer himself his son Isaac and Jacob 
as patriarchs: who saved Joseph firom the hands of his 
bretliren, that they did not kill him, and gave him favour with 
Pharaoh, that his family might not perish during the famine : 
who preserved Moses trom perishing when cast into the 
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river, and aftenmrds appeared to him in the nmilitude of fire : 
who inflicted tan plagues on Egypt, hecanae Pharaoh would 
not let the children of Ineael go to flacrifice in the desert; and 
made a path in the sea that they might pass on dry land, and 
diowned Pharaoh and his host that pursued them therein: 
who gave the law to Moses at Mount ^nai, and wrote it with 
His finger on tables of stone: who made Aaron his priest, 
and destroyed his sons for nciifi<»ng with strange fire, and 
caused the earth to swallow Dathan, Abiram, and their com- 
panions alive: who gave the Jews manna to eat in the 
wilderness, and made the water that came from the rock sweet 
that thov might drink, and sustained them during forty years 
in the ilesert, tliat their clothes neither became old nor broken; 
and when tlie chiltlren of Israel fought with the iin iple of 
Amalek, made Moses to raise his liand so that they conquered ; 
and commanded Moses to ascend the mount, and he was not 
aftttwards seen ; and, except Joshua and Caleb, would not 
permit any of those that came out of Egypt, for their dis- 
obedience, to enter the promised land ; and turning the waters 
upwards, made them cross the Jordan dry : who cast down 
the walls of Jericho, that Joshua might take it the sooner; 
and further, made the sun stand still at noon, until Joshua had 
conquered his enemies: who chose Saul for the first king of 
His people Israel, and after him made David reign, and put 
the spirit of prophecy upon him and the other prophets | 
guarded him from many dangers, and said he should be called 
a man after his own heart: who took Elijah up to heaven 
in a tdiariot of fire, and performed many wonders and miracles 
among the Jewish people: and you further swear by the 
Ten Commandments that God gave to i\Ioscs : to all which he 
must answer '* I swear." The person wlio receives tlie oath 
must then tell him that as he has sworn, if he knows the 
truth and denies or conceals, and does not avow it, may all 
the plagues that came on the Egyptians, and all the curses 
denounced in the law upon those who despise the command- 
ments of God, come upon him. This being said to him, he 
must answer, Amen." 
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On Eblationbhip in Mabbiages.^ 
Lav 6. — Moor or Jew, being married accoidmg to their 
religioii to a relatiye or m8ter-ixi-law, and afterwards becoming 
a Christian, the maniage of such as have been so married, is 
not on that account to be annulled, notwithstanding they aie 
related within the fourth degree. 

On Divorce.^ 

Law 7. — A person who becomes a Heretic, Moor, or Jew, 
cannot accuse his wife of adultery, because he has committed 
^iritual adultery* And whereas, the person wKo carnally 
commits adultery, may, on its being proved, be ejected ; much 
more may it be done to those who commit it spiritually, by 
changing theb belief, and perristing in their wickedness. In 
another case, a wife may not be accused of adultery; which is, 
if a Jew, having been married and .separated from hu wife, by 
giving hqr a bill of divorce according to the Jewish law, 
should afterwards become a Christian, and she should many 
anoiher Jew. And if it so happen, that after being mar- 
ried to the second husband, she becomes a Christian, and 
claini.« fur her liusbund, the man who had turned Christian, to 
whom shii was formerly married, before he has married another, 
she may do it; he must receive her, and cannot accuse her of 
adultery, nor may he, on account of her second marriage, eject 
or rciuse to receive her again. 

On Slaybb.' 

Law 8. — No Jew, Moor, Heretic, or other person, not of 
our religion, can possess any Cluistian slave. Persons acting 
contrary hereto, and knowingly possessing a Christian as a 
slave, shall suffer death, and their property be confiscated to 
thf^ king. We furthermore declare, if any of tlie aforesaid per- 
sons possess H slave who is not of our religion ; if the said 
slave becomes a ChrisUan, as soon as he has b^n baptised, and 

• Code iT. tit 6, estnM^t. ' Code iii. tit. 6, estnct. 

' Codoif. tit. 21. 
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leo^ved our faith, he must be liberated, and is not bound to 
paj an3rthlng to the master he belonged to before his conver- 
aion. And, even if his former master subsequently should be- 
come a Christian, he has no right or claim on the slave that 
became a Ohristiaa before him. 

This k to be understood, when the Jew, or Moor, has 
bought the stave, who has thus turned Chrisdan, for tihe pur- 
pose of serving him, and not as merchandise for ssle: but if 
he purchase him for ssle, he must dispose of him within iihree 
months. And if, before the expiration of three months, while 
the owner is endeavouring to dispose of him, he should turn 
Christian; the Jew, or Moor, ought not to lose the entire simi 
they may have paid for him. On the contrary, we ordain, that 
the slave himself", or the person who induced hiui to turn 
Christian, shall be bound to pay the sum of twelve maravedis, 
current money of the place, to the owner. Should he not have 
the means of paying that amount, he iiiiu-t serve, not as a slave 
but as a free man, until he has earned it. And if tlie slave has 
not been sold within the t^rm of the three months, although 
the master afterwards turns Christiau, he has no right to, or 
daim upon him. 

On Moors.® 

Law 10. — J%e Punithmenis to be h^fiieted on Moon and 
ChrMmt that eokabit together, a Moor cohabit wiih a 
Christian woman, he diall be stoned for it ; and for the first. 

time she shall lose half her property, and her father, mother, 
or grandfather, shall have it, Mid, in default of such relatives, it 

shall go to the king. And for the second time, she is to lose 
the whole, and the uiorcuanied are to have it, or, in default, 
the king ; and she shall suffer death. We further coninmnd, 
that the same shall be done with a widow. And if he should 
be connected with a married woman, she shall be delivered 
into the hands of her husband, that he may burn, acquit, or do 
what he chooses with her. And if he cohabit with a prostitute, 
for the first time boUi shall be scourged together through the 
town; and for the second offence they shall suffer death. 

* Caderiim2I. 
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On Jbw8.» 

Jews are a deacriptioii of people that will not believe in the 
fiiith of our Loid Jesus Christ; hut Christian potentates have 
always pennitted them to reside among them. Whereas, in 
the preceding title, we treated on diviners, and other persons 
who assert that they are acquainted with events that are to 
happen, which in a measure is a contempt of God, pretending 
to render themselves equal to him, by knowing his acts and 
secrets, we shall licrc treat of the rfcws, who contradict and 
deny his name, and the miraculous and holy deed he perform- 
ed when he sent His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, into the world 
to save sinners. We shall shew : — 

The meaning of Jew, and whence the name is derived; — 
the reason why the Church and Potentates allowed their 
residing among them; the mode of life they must lead among 
Christians; what they may not practise or do according to 
our reli^on ; the Judges who are to pass sentence on them 
for any crime they commit, or for debts they may owe ; that 
Jews who become Christians are not to be molested ; the ad- 
vantages Jews who become Christians have over those who 
are not converted ; the punishment to be inflicted on those 
who injure and insult converts ; the punishment Christians 
are to receive who become Jews ; and, on Jews who make 
Moorish slaves belonging to them turn to their religion* 

Law 1. — The meaning of Jew, and whence the name is derived, 
— Those are termed Jews who believe the Law of Mofief, fol- 
lowing it to the letter, who practise circumcision, and perform 
other ceremonies enjoined by their religion. The name 
is derived from the tribe of Judah, which was the noblest, and 
braver than the other tribes ; it also had another pre-eminence, 
the king of the Jews was to be elected from it ; besides, in 
battle that tribe was the foremost. The reason the Church, 
emperors, kings and princes, permitted Jews to live by them- 
selvee among Chrisdans, is, that they might always live as in 
captivify, and that they may ever be a memorial to mankind, 

» Code vii. Tit. 24. 
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that they arc from the geneftlogj of tboee who cruoified our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Law 2. — TU way Jewt mutt hoe among Christiam^what thetf 
mojf not practise nor do according to our religion^ and the 
punishment of i^iosc %chu act contrary. — Jews residing among 
Christians must live humbly, and without evil intention, 
ohfienring their religion, and not speak ill of the fiiith o£ our 
IrfOrd Jesus Christ, which Christians observe. They must be 
careful not to preachi prairing thdr religion, and disparaging 
OUTS, nor to convert any Christian that he turn Jew, any per- 
son so doing shall suffer death, and all his property be confis- 
cated. And whereas, we are informed, that some Jews, by 
way of derision on Good Friday, in commemoration of the 
passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, steal children and crucify 
them, or make images which they crucify, when they cannot 
procure children. We order, that if it can be proved that 
surh act is committed in any place of our dominions, all per- 
sons concerned therein are to be arrested, imprisoned, and 
taken before the king; and, when the king has ascertained tlie 
fact to be true, he must order all the parties concerned therein 
to be executed immediately. Furthermore, we forbid any Jew 
leaving his house, or going without their barrier on Good 
Friday, they shall be confined to the Jewry until Saturday 
morning; iliuuld they act controrj, no reparation is to be 
made for any insult or ill-treatment they may receive fix>m 
Christians. 

Law 3. — No Jew to hold amy pubUe affiee or postf enabUnff 
him to pan sentence on Chrittiana, — ^The Jews weie formerly 
highly honored, and possessed greater privileges than all other 
nations. They only, were called the people of God. But as 
they would not recognise him who had honored and bene- 
fitted them; and instead of rendering him honor, ihey disgraced 
and put him to death on the cross, it was just and proper that 
for such an enormous crime and wickedness as they committed, 
they should be deprived of the honor and privileges they 
enjoyed J and ever since the day they crucified our Lord Jesus 
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Chiist, they have not had a king or priest of their own, aa 
they had before. The emperors, who were formerly masteni 
of the whole world, consideied it jnst and right, that foi the 
treason committed in putting their Lord to death, they should 
lose the honors and prerogatiyes they formerly enjoyed, so 
that no Jew should ever hold a post of honor, or public 
office, by virtue of which he would have to pass sentence 
on Christians. 

Law 4.— How Jem may have Synagoguee among ChrieHam, 
— Synagogue is a place where Jews perform thdr devotions. 
In no part of our dommions without our pemussiony may 
any new one be erected ; but should those they have &11 
into decay, they may rebuild and repair them on the same site, 
and in the same manner as before; but they may not enlarge, 
elevate, or beautify them. The Synagogue that is otherwise 
constructed is to be taken from them, and to be given to the 
principal church of the place where it is erected. As a Syna- 
gogue is a building where the name of God is praised, we 
forbid any Cliristian presuming to destroy or to take anything 
from it, except a criminal who lias sought refuge therein. 
Such may be lawfully seized by force and brought to justice. 
We further forbid Christians putting animals in or near tliem, 
or cauang any molestation to Jews, while engaged at their 
psayenb aooording to thdr religion. 

Law 5. — Jews not io have sentence passed on them on Satur- 
days; and what Judyes are iopass sentence on them. — Saturday 
is a day whereon Jew8 observe their Sabbath, and arc tranquil 
in their homes; they neither work, trade, nor carry on lawsuits 
thereon. And as they are boimd by tlieir religion to observe 
this day, no pmm may summon them, or bring them to judg- 
ment thereon. We therefore oider, that no judge shall 
gftndftpi'ft or anest Jews on Saturdays, or bring them to 
judgment for debt, or ssiie, or do them any hurt on that 
day. There are other days of the week sufficient to arrest and 
demand what may justly be demanded j&om them ; and Jews 
shall not be compelled to answer any summons made ihem on 
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ihftt day; and we fiirtKer oommand, that any sentence passed 
on them on that day shall Be null and yoid. But should Jews 

wound, kill, rob, steal, or commit any similar crime, for which 
tlicy ought to receive corporal punishment, in such cases 
Judpfes may have guilty persons arrested on Saturday. Wi 
further command, that all demanda Christians may have 
against Jews, or Jews against Christians, shall be heard and 
determined by our Judges and not by their ehlers. And as 
we forbid Christians punishing Jews or bringing them to judg- 
ment on Saturday, we also declare, that Jews neither personally 
nor by their representatives may have Christians tried or 
punished on that day. Furthermore, we forbid any Christian 
to dare to seize or do any injury to the person or property of a 
Jew; but if he has any demand against him, he is to bring it 
before our Judges; and should an v j^erson presume to steal, or 
forcibly take anytliing &om a Jew, he shall be compelled to 
return double the value. 

Law. fi. — Jews nut to he cotupelled to turn Chrisiiam; tlie 
advantage granted to Converts, and the punishment of Jeurs that 
injure them. — No force or compulsion is to be used to make 
Jews turn Christians, but by good example, kindness, and the 
maxims of the Holy Scriptures, should they be conyerted to 
the Mth of our Lord Jesus Christ, for he neither requires nor 
desires compulsory service. Furthermore, should any Jew or 
Jewess hereafiier wish to become a Christian, other Jews axe in 
no mauier whatever to prevent them, and should any of them 
stone, wound, or kill those that wish to become Christaans^ or 
that have been baptized, if proved, we order, that the murder- 
ers and advisers of such outrage are to be burned. And if they 
should not kill, but should strike or illtreat them, we command 
the Judges of the place where it occurs to have reparation made, 
and inflict such punishment, as they consider the persons who 
committed the offence deserve. We furthermore order, that all 
persons in our kingdom are to respect Jews that become 
Cliristians, and no one insultingly shall reproach them or their 
descendants with having been Jews. And they shall keep 
possession of their property and all belonging to them, sharing 
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with their brothers, and inheriting from their fathers, mothers, 
and other relations, the same as if they were Jews ; and they 
are to be eligible to every honour, post, and employment held 
by other Christians. 

Law 7. — The punishment of a Christian turning Jew, — Such 
evil results itom Christians turning Jews, that we order, that 
any Christian who does shall Buffer death, the same as if he 
had become a heretic. We furtliermorc ordain, that his pro- 
perty is to be treated in tlic same mannci as we Lave ordained 
that of heretics to be treated. 

Law 8. — Christimis not to live with Jews. — We forbid Jews 
presuming to have Christian slaves in their houses; but they 
may employ them as labourers and cultivators of their outdoor 
possessions, and to guard them when travelling on a road con- 
sidered unsafe. We fiirthermore forbid Christians to invite any 
Jew or Jewess, or to accept an invitation to eat and djnnk wine 
with them, or to drink wine made by Jews. Further, we 
order, that no Jew is to presume to hathe in the same bath 
with Christians. We abo prohibit Christians receiving any 
medicine or purges made up by Jews, nevertheless they may 
take it on the advice of an experienced person, provided it be 
compounded by Christians, who know and understand the 
ingredients of wliich it is composed. 

Law 9. — The punishment of a Jew cohabiliny v ifh a Chris- 
tian liotnan. — It is liitrbly disrespectful and insolent for Jews 
to cohabit with Christian women. We therefore order, that if 
it be proved of any Jew, that he has committed such an olFence 
he shall suffer death for it. For where a Christian deserves 
death who commits adultery with a married woman, Jews 
that cohabit with Christian women deserve it much more; as 
spiritually, by reason of &ith, and the bi^sm received in his 
name, they are spouses of our Lord Jesus Christ; and we con- 
sider it right that a Christian woman guilty of such a crime 
should not go unpuuished; we therefore order, whether she be 
a virgin, married woman, widow, or prostitute, she shall suffer 
the same punishment, as enacted for a Christian woman who 
cohabits with a Moor.^^ 
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Law 10. — The fimukmentJeufimaer for possessing Christum 
$hve$. — Jews may not purchase or poeeess Chxifltian fllavesi 
either male or female. And if any one should act contiary, 
the Ghriatian shall he leatored to freedom 'without repaying any 
part of the oost price; unless when the Jew made the pur* 
chase he did not know he was a Christian. But, if the Jew 
knew it when he bought him, and afterwards treats him as a 
slave, the Jew ought to suffer death for it. Furthermore, we 
forbid any Jew presuming to make his slave a Jew or Jewess, 
although they are Moors or otlier Barbarians.^ ^ SlioulJ any one 
act contrary hereto, wo order that the slave who has become a 
Jew or Jewess, shall in consequence be froo, and released froin 
the power of the person he or she belonged to. And if, per- 
chance, a Moor who was a slave to a Jew should turn Christian) 
he must immediately be liberated. 

Law 11. — Jem to wear a ixHineHee mark or eitftL-^Muaj 
mistakes and injurious occurrences take place between Ghiie- 
tians and Jews and Jewesses, and Christian women, from their 
living and residing together in towns and dressing alike. 
Therefore, to avoid the errors and evils that may thereby hap- 
pen, wc order that every Jew and Jewess residing in our do- 
minions shall wear a particular sign on their heads, tliat people 
may publicly know who are Jews and Jewesses. And we 
order that any Jew who appears in public without it, shall be 
fined, for each time, ten maravedis of gold; and if he has not 
the means to pay the fine, he shall publicly receive ten lashes. 

" Natives of fiarbtrj. 



Digitized by Google 



103 



9 



CHAPTER XL 

Jem accused of Murder ai Oasuna. — Diseovertf of 
the Plot. — Sahudano, Minister to James IT. — 

Client IV. wishes Janies to expel the Jews and Moors. 
— An additional Tax laid on them. — Join ike Autho- 
rities to preserve EsteUa for Donna Johanna. — Orders 
respec^ng Ddyts due to them in Navarre, — Their 
Petition to the Cortes of Barcelona. — Alphonsds 
conduct to Don Zag de la Malea. — Cortes o f Palencia. 
— Hebrew PopuLaUon in Castile and Murcia. — 
A<^<^essment, — Phi/sieian to Don San4^. — His 
Treatment of Fever, — Learned Men. — Cortes of 
VaUcuMid, 

The protection afforded by the laws and this inonarch 
to the Hebrew people, inflamed the zeal of the bigots 

against them ; for about this [x^riod luaiiV were uias- 
sacred at Ossuna, in Andalusia, from the f ;ilowing 
circumstance. Three villains threw a corpse into the 
house of a Jew and accused him of the murder; the 
calumny spreading through the toi\Ti, the populace 
massacred every Jew they met. Many soucfht refuge 
in the hvjuses of their Christian friends, wiio readily 
granted them an asylum ; but they suffered great pri- 
vation, for, being the week of passover, they would not 
eat the leavened bread of their hospitable protectors. 
Many from the same cause were killed at Pahna. 
The Jews, to prevent the extension of the massacres, 
found it necessary to send a deputation to claim the 
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protection of the king. The envoys, R. Joseph, the 
(jiiiet' Kabbi) K. Samuel bcu Shosban, and K. Abraham 
Benevista, travelled through bye-roads to avoid their 
persecutors, who, thereby, were enabled to make 
their accusation before the Jewish deputies arrived. 
R. Joseph pleaded his cause so powerfully and elo- 
quently, that he was admired by the whole court, and 
the Jews were acquitted of the crime. Their imiocence 
was subsequently proved. Owing to a reward offered 
by the Mng, it was discovered that one Juan de la 
Vera, to avoid payment of a debt he owed to the Jew 
into whose house it had been thrown, had with the 
assistance of some friends exhumed the corpse, and 
the empty grave was found. The accusers wanted 
the Jew to be put to the torture ; but the king refused, 
as a few years previously two brothers, Judali and 
Samuel Ankoah, had, ^vhile on the rack, confessed 
having stolen two of the royal golden goblets. Three 
days after their execution, the goblets were found in 
the possession of one of his servants. The horrid 
sufferings of the torture frequently induced the inno- 
cent victims of this barbaiuus punishment to ac- 
knowledge themselves guilty of the crimes they were 
accused of, seeking in death relief from their cruel 
persecutors. 

The king recommended the deputation, at their 

departure, to advise their people to suppress their 
iisuiy, the costliness of their dress, and their public 
display of state and grandeur, as those things tended - 
to excite the rage and hatred of Christians. 

On the marriage of the Infanta Constance wilih 
Don Pedro, the Infante of ^nYiivrr. in 12G2, the 
town of Gerona, and the Jews residing in it, were 
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assigned for her dowry. James of Aragon in 1263, 
sent out a fleet to protect the coasts of his Idngdom 
against the Moors of Barbary, who had come to assist 

the Castilian revolters. His minister and treasurer, 
a Jew named Sahndano, to wlioin he entrusted the 
chief business of state, furnished him the means for 
its equipment, as well as to garrison the city of 
Valencia; he was a man of such probity and honor, 
that the writer of the Aiiiiules de Aragou" only 
regrets that he was a Jew.' 

Alphonso being at Seyille in 126B, the Alcalde of 
Burgos applied to him for instruction on various 
doubtful points. The following is found among the 
answers: — " AVhen a Christian has borrowed money 
from a Jew, and a time is fixed for tlie paymf*nt, if 
the Christian wants to acquit his tx)nd and pay the 
amount, with the interest for the time he had the 
money, and the Jew will not receive it, then I order 
what you are to do. I say that when such a case 
happens, act rightly and justly towards the hon-ower. 
On the Christian paying the capital and the interest 
then due, the Jew must receive it." 

After the disputation between Fr. Christiani and 
Nachmanides, Pope Clement lY. wished James to 
punish the Rabbins, and drive the Jews and ^loorn 
from his states as dangemus to the faithful j but the 
only thing he did was to levy an additional tax cm 
them, to defray the expenses of Christiani, who went 
in 1265 to the principal cities, with power to assemble 
the Jews to h<Jd conferences wh^jever he cho^e, and 
to make tbcm exhibit their UkjIch, Aifled by a 
number of monks^ he willingly undertrxik the missfOfi ; 
the censorship was so inconsidemti'ly exei;ated, ibat 

> Z Mu. 
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the Jews complained to the court of the inquisitorial 
proceeding; upon which they were ordered to take 
them to Barcelona to be examined. Foreseeing that 
they would not be treated better by the clergy of that 
city, than they had been by the missionaries, they 
only took a few, and secreted a large number. 

The Jews were not only numerous in Navarre, but 
so wealthy and powerful, that on the death of Henry 
in 1274, they were invited by Don Juan Sanchez de 
Moiitagueda, governor ol* the castle of Estella, to join 
the civil and miiita.ry autiiorities in an oath to 
maintain and defend the castle, city and Jewry, for his 
infant daughter and successor Donna Johanna (which 
they did on the book of the law), until she was 
twelve years of age. The document, dated 14th No- 
vember, is yet preserved in the archives of Estella. 
In consequence of many pretenders for her hand, this 
oath was again confirmed by the same parties three 
years after, when Philip III. of France, as guardian 
of the iuiiuit queen, ordered that the Jews should 
wait eight years for the payment of debts due to 
them, rerrnixig an eighth part annually.'' 

In 1276, Don Meir and Don Joseph, sons of the 
high treasurer, Don Zag, farmed the royal taxes of 
Castih^, Ibr 500,000 maravedis, of the coinage of the 
Algeriiie war."^ Alphonso in 1280, being in want of 
money for his expenses, in paying a visit to the king 
of France at Bayonne, taking example from the sove* 
reigns of England and France, issued an order from 
Yalladolid, to seize all the Jews on one Saturday, and 
thus extorted from them 2,000 maravedis a day until 
his return.^ 

' Arch. EtteJla. ' Arch. Agutlar del Campo. * Chroo. Alph. 10. 
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In consequence of the delay granted by Philip, 
for the payment of debts due to Jews, the inhabitants 

of other towns in Navarre ap])lied to him; in 1280 
he ordered the Viceroy to atteiid to the remonstrances 
of the inhabitants of liibaforada, who were indebted 
to the Jews of Tudela, and not permit them to molest 
Christians for usury due to them on loans; and 
that the Hebrews of Bunuel should only be repaid 
the capital without interest.* 

From the conflicting claims to jurisdiction over 
them in Catalonia, at the cortes of Barcelona, in 
1283, they petitioned that the laws which attached 
them to the lord of the soil, or the fortified places 
where they had their domiciles, might be observed. 
The cortes con&rmed those ancient laws subject to the 
privileges and special agreements that may have been 
stipulated. They yet possessed in Aragon the right 
to own slaves; but that right became almost illusory 
by the ordiiiance of Peter II., which liberated the 
slaves of Moors and Jews when they embraced Chris- 
tianity; thus they had only to be baptised to become 
free. 

Alphonso could not forget the unfortunate result of 
the siege of Algcsiras in 1281. He knew that the 
Infante, Don bancho, had been the cause of the ir- 
reparable injury; but not daring to vent his anger 
on his son, he had the receiver-general, a powerful 
Hebrew, Don Zag de la Malea arrested, for having 
delivered to Don Sancho the money destined for the 
expedition (who, by its misappropriation in giving 
it to the Queen Violante, had caused the disaster), 
which he could not resist; and for not informing him 
in time to enable him to remedy the mischief. 

• Arch. Nav. Let. ii, 170, 
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However specious the charge, the sole object of the 
king was to sacrifice a victim to his resentment; and 
what was at most an inconsiderate act, became an 
t'lionnoiis crime; and he condemiiefl him to death. 
The king, desirous of shewing his anger towards the 
most guilty party, ordered that Don Zag should be 
dragged to the place of execution, in front of the 
In^te's residence. Don Sancho wished to descend 
to rescue liim, but was prevented by his brothers; 
he swori! to avenge a death so insulting to himself, 
and rebelltd against his father. Another cause of 
his rebellion was, that Alphonso had named his 
grandson, the son of his eldest son Don Ferdinand, 
deceased, to be Ids successor. Sancho, his second son, 
considered himself more entitled to the crow'n; the 
discontented grandees joined him, and in a cortes held 
at Valladolid, they declared him king. He continued 
in arms against his father until a short time before 
his death, when, by nominating him for his successor, 
they were reconciled, and he succeeded to the throne 
in 1284. To regulate the administration of justice 
in the kingdom of Leon, a cortes was held at Palencia 
in 1286, when, at the request of the representatives, 
the first infringement of their ancient privileges took 
place. The sixteenth ordinance runs thus : — 

I consider it right that the Jews should not have separate 
and particular Alcaldes, as hitherto; but that one of the judges 
to whom the justice of the citj is entrusted shall be appointed 
to try their causes. That both Christians and Jews may have 
their rights, and no delay is to take place, through the neglect 
of the proper authorities, in passing sentence that my taxes be 
not withheld. 

This applied only to the Jemsh inhabitants of that 
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kingdom, in which, by the following assessment, there 
appears to have been upwards of 70,000 above six- 
teen years of age, as they paid a tax of tliree maravedis 
a head; and in Castile and ^lurcui G30,U00;*together, 
up^vards of 700,000 in the three kingdoms of Don 
Sancho. A satire written agsdnst the king, for the 
protection of the Hebrew population, states it to be 
upwards of ii luilliou aiid a-lialf.® 

The following is the division made at Iluete (that 
is the city of Huete), among the Jewries of the Jews, 
by command of Don Sancho the brave, in the month 
of September, 1290 (era 1328)/ 

La Fboktbba. 

At the meeting of the deputies they agreed that the appoint- 
ment should be made by Don Jacob Hajon, Bon Zag Abena- 

sor of Niebla and Xcres, and Don Abraham Abenfar, from 
Cordova, and the person chosen by tlic representatives of the 
bishopric. They are to apportion it in such niauner that no 
right of the king be injured; and if these do not agree, they 
shall apply to Don David Abudarhani the elder, and the Jewry 
of the Jews of Toledo, to divide among themselves 191,898 
maravedis. 

The Iungdom of Leon. 

By agreement made with the other Jewries, that in the 
kingdom of Leon among themselTes, in such manner as not to 
reduce any of the lung's rights in that amount. 218,500 
The kingdom of Murcia .... 22,414 

JVlAravedis. | Maravedis. 

Villareal 2,468 Madrid 10,605 

Toledo, together with 1 Alcala - ... - 6,800 

the places hiiherto > 216,505 Azeda 2,841 

taxed with it • - J Salamanca - • - • 1,014 

' Appendix 3. 

' Amo j Rodrigoev* Discurso aobre Um Judios de Eftpana. 
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Bajtraga- - - - - 
Guadalajara - - - - 



Maravedis. 
6,044 
16,986 



Aliooqiien - - - - 400,588 

Fita 13,588 

Dorita 6,833 

Briviega ----- 24,471 

Baguer 11,162 

Akani 12,771 

Moatial 1^22 



768,216 



Bishoprtc of Ctdahmu 

Calahora- - - - - 11,697 

VHoria 8^21 

Villabrea - - - - 12.850 

the king allowed half to'\ 

be paid as they had I gj i^g^ 

been robbed, and f , ' 
hereaftor - - - J 

Miranda 3,312 

Alfaro 3,236 

Najara 19,318 

Logrono ----- 15,008 

Alueda and Alfacel - • 15,110 

Asuedo - - - • - 3,617 



Cnen^a 
Udes- 



114,469 

Bishopric of CvMqa, 

. - 70,882 
. • 28,514 
. - 46,680 



m Alooua 



146,076 



Bishopne of PaUmti. 

Palencia 88,280 

ValladoUd" ... - 69.520 

San Fagund . - - - 2d,20d 

Carion,and tlie villages 1 ^ 

taxed with it - - / * 
Pared€8 dd Nava and \ 

Cisoeroa - - - J ' 



Maravedis. 

Sariega - - • - • 2,030 
Duefiaa ..... 1,827 
PenafidL ----- 6,597 
Gia 4,923 



236,845 



Bishopric of Burgos. 
Burgos ----- 87,560 

CastieUa 4,002 

Pancorvo- . - - - 23,850 
Muno and Lerma dej^ 



Buesca'* . - - . - 
Villadiego - - . 
Aguilar • - - 
BilforadO' . - - - 
Medina de Guzman ) 
OfiaandFrias - J 



7,850 



11,700 
13,770 
8,060 
8»500 

12,042 



177,334 

Biahoprk of Segovh, 

Segovia ----- 40,806 
Pedraza - . - • - 3,653 



Coa - - - 
Sepulvcda 
Fuente Diie&a 
Cuellar - - 



892 
18,912 
9,413 
933 

68,609 



Bi^ioprk of Sigu^nq^ 
Siguen^a and Medina 1 



Celi 
Atienza 
Almaran 
Berlanga 
Cifuentefl 
AlUon 



- - ■ / 



42,434 
25,083 
3,347 
2,029 
6,564 

105,292 



* The bishop granted a deduction to it, and the villages taxed with it. 

* The king issued an order for them to coDtiibate to the tax of Oaatfle 
whieh together vaa 12,060. 
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Bishopric of AvUa. 

Avila 59,692 

Piedi^tka^ BongilUO ^^^^ 

and Val 1( 1 1 r L orneja J 

Medina del Campo - - 44,084 

Olmedo 31.659 

Azeralo - - . . . 12«d27 



Uamvedis. 

Trugillo 3,763 

Medcliin .... 3,343 



26,785 

Bishopric of Osma. 

Osma 14,510 

SantEstevan ... 16,841 

Aza 2,529 

Soria 31,351 

Roa 6,085 



168.718 

Bishopric of J^Uuencia. Agreda and Cervera - 3,549 

Plasencia 16,244 tjAfMK 

Bejar ..... 3.430 

6nmd Total S,310,021 maravedis. 

The abore auMmnt is wHat we haye assessed this year, and have 
set our names to this act, and signed the same in a meelang of 220 
persons appointed by the bishop. 

In the rcigii of Don Sancho, an eminent physician 
practised at Toledo. His reputation must have stood 
very high ; by being called to attend the infant prince 
Ferdinand, wliosc life he saved, as is collected from 
his valuable manuscript in the Escurial, which Morejon 
says, is the first work in Europe on local medicine 
and medical topography. Piquer regrets it has not 
been translated from ^e Hebrew into Spanish. In 
treating on fevers, he says, " 1 witnessed this in my 
time, in the case of the young Don Ferdinand, son 
of the king, Don Sancho, who had been attacked 
with a violent fever. I was sent for at midnight, and 
found him with a burning fever, accompanied with 
headache, delirium, want of sleep, restlessness and 
pains. From the combination of these symptoms, there 
could not be a doubt but that the fever had a tendency 
to inflammation of the brain. I learnt they had given 
him all that day old Orihuela white wine to drink. 
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Considering his heated temperament, I resolved he 
should drink large quantities of very cold snow-water. 

After having drank it, the restlessness and piuiis 
subsided. He hnd a sound sleep, and in the morning 
had scarcely any fever. I continued this regimen, 
and on the third day he was completely cured.'' The 
name of this physician is unknown, as it is not affixed 
to the manuscript. Another Hebrew of great celebrity 
also Nourished at Toledo at this time. 

E. Isaac Isbabli — born at Toledo in 1262, was considered 
the most able niatliematician and astronomer of his age ; his 
astronoinlcal works und tables are highly esteemed. ^TJie 
Gate of Heaven" is on the planetaiy system, according to 
Ptolemy." The Foundation of the World," b conadered a 
first-rate work. 

Among the many learned Jews in Spain at this 
period^ may be mentioned: — 

B. Solomon BJBN Aderet — a native of Barcelona, deeply 
versed in philosophy and jurisprudence; he was in 1280 ac- 
knowledged Chief jtiabbi of all the Jews in Spain. He wrote 
a cabalistical treatise on " The Service of the Passover Eye;" 
^' A Commentary on the Allegories of the Talmud;** a work 
entitled The Law of the House;" on Domestic Duties; 
*' The Holy Service,** on Yaiions Ceremonies, and a num- 
ber of Answers to Judidal Inquiries. In conjunction with 
IL Asher, he prohibited the study of Grecian philosopliy until 
after twenty-five years of age. 

Ti. Jacob Saiiola — a celebrated orator and poet, died in 
1268; under the title of "Ancient Proverbs," he has left us 
a pleasing volume of moral fables and apologues. 

R. Jedidiah Hapenini B£N Abraham Badrasi — bom 
at Barcelona in 1250, more generally known hj the de- 
signation of Anbonet Abram. His celebrated work, " An 
Examination of the World," on its vanities, is translated into 
eretj European language; he addressed a letter to Aderet, on 
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**T\ui Fhihibilion of Philoaopliical Stadies." He wrote a 
Commentaiy on PlBalms, notes on varioiu tfeatisea of the Talmud. 
A Comment on Aben Ezra's ** Exposition of the Pentateuch;** 
a hymn, each line beginning with a 7, and another with a D; 
answers to some philosophical questions; a collection from 
the Grrecian and Arabic sages, and a work on the game of 
chess; which he sujs he did to arrest the pernicious vice of 
gambling with cards and dice then prevalent; thus proving 
that they were invented long previously to what is generally 
supposed. From his eloquence, his co-religionists called him 
the Orator; and Christians, the Hebrew Cicero. 

R. Don Joseph ben Jachia — of a noble Portuguese 
fiunily, bom at Barcelona, wheze he succeeded Aderet as head 
of its Hebrew college, he ranked high as a poet, grammarian, 
and theologian. All his learned works were burnt by Fr. 
Vincent Feirer, except some Talmudic deciaons, an elegy on 
Adeiet, and some poetry. 

R. Moses ben Siiemtob — a philosopher, poot and theo- 
logian of repute, was born at Leon; his Weight of Wisdom** 
contains the sayings of various philosophers, which he ably 
criticiscf^. He also wrote The Soul of Wisdom" and some . 
cabalistical worka 

ABMEB^a convert from Judaism, was born at Burgos, and 
pnMStised medicine at Saragoesa with great repute. Before his 
apostasy he wrote in favour of the Jewish religion ; after being 

gacri^tun of the cathedral of Saragossa, he wrote under his 
baptismal name of Alphonso of Burgos, in iuvuur of Christi- 
anity. 

R. BehatE ben Moses — a native of Saragossa and prefect 
of the synagogue of that city. Uis defence of Maimonides' 
Guide" against the French Schools, exhibits his great literary 
abtUlies. 

K. IIaim ben Samufx — a cabalist philosopher and poet 
of Tudcla, where he was born. He wrote a work eiiLitled, 
" The Bundle of Lite;" " A Commentary on Part of the Doc- 

■ r 
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trine of Galwk,'' and The Bundle of Silver;*' a work m verae 
on moral pMloaophy. 

At a Cort<»s held at Valladolid, in 1293, complaint 
was made that the Jews and Moors received interest 
at a higher rate thaa thirty-three and a third per 
cent.** 

Don Sancho confirmed that to be the legal interest, 
adding, as the Jews were suspected of receiving more 
(for no proof was adduced), — 

That the notary should msert in the hond the names and 
residenoee of the debtor and eeeiirify. That the debtor should 

only be responsible to the person who lends the money, or who 
presents the bond, as no Jew can recover a bond debt in the 

name of another. Ko bond debt to be exacted after six years; 
and if payment is not demanded within thirty days of the bond 
becoming due, the interest to cease. 

On the subject of pledges, the king ordered that the 
ordinance of his father should be observed : — 

We order that Jews and Moors who lend on pledges up- 
wards of eight maravedis, are to receive them in presence* of 
witnesses, and the parties are to swear before the notary : the 
Christian, that ho is to pay but four for three (or thirty-three 
and a third per cent); and the Jew, that he does not lend 
at a higher rate. 

Representations were made to this cortes against 
the Jews being permitted to purchase landed property 
at will, as it would appear their lands were not as 
heavily taxed as those of Christians. The king had no 
hesitation in ordainuig: — 

That, hereafter, they should not acquire, either by purchase 
or grant, any landed property from Christians; as those acqui- 
sitions were injurious to the royal revenue. That within the 
term of a year they should sell the properties so aoquiied, and 
M Petition 91. " Ibid. 22. 
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only keep poiwsnon of estates mortgaged to tbem, from the 
debtor not bdng able otherwise to pay for want of a purchaser, 
under condition that they dispose of Uiem within the said term 
of one year. 

This law neither affected their hereditary property 
nor such as they might acqmre from Moors; but 
seems to have been enacted to prevent their accumu- 
lating extensive landed piuperty from Christian land- 
owners, and hereby injuring the royal revenue. This 
cortes established in Castile the law respecting par- 
ticular magistrates, that had been enacted in 1286 by 
the cortes of Palencia for the Jews of the kingdom of 
Leon." 

James 11. , who hud succeeded in 1291 to the tlirone 
of Aragon, equally desirous as James I. for the con- 
Tersion of the Jews and Moors, coi^rmed the ordi* 
nance of 1242, and threatened severe punishment to ' 
persons who should insult a convert by calling him 
renegade, turncoat, apostate, etc. He at the same 
time ordered the Dominican friars to preach, argue, 
and explain the Christian faith to Jews and Moors, 
who should be compelled to attend their summonses, 
and listen atteniivdy to their discourses; and to avoid 
their suppressing the conviction of the truth they 
should answer the questions and objections of the 
scud brethren. They were also to be compelled, when 
ordered, to give free access to their books for the in- 
vestigation of any sulject. And if any new convert 
should refuse, or fail to attend the summons and 
admonitions of the said brethren, the magistrates, or 
other officers present, were to inflict corporal or any 
other punishment the said brethren sentence the of- 
fending party to. 

" Petition SS. 



Digitized by Google 



116 



COBTBS OF VALLADOLID. [1299. 



Ferdinand was only nine years of age on the deatli 
of Don Sancho in 1295. By his will, Donna Maria de 

Padilla, inotlicT of the infant king, was appointed 
regent. To lier wise administration in conciliating the 
turbulent grandees he was indebted for the preserva- 
tion of the crown. 

A Cortes was held at Valladolid in 1299. The 
answers given to petitions against the Jews, shew 
that the regent, acting: in the name of the kinfr, re- 
spected and adhered to existing laws, and would not 
infnnge on the privileges the Hebrews enjoyed. A 
petiti<m*' was presented against their having separate 
magistrates. The ordinance of 1293 was continued; 
and if there were no magistrates, the judge was to 
act instead. Another'* required that Jews might not 
be permitted to receive from the royal chancery let- 
ters of appeal against Christians, as they were not 
granted to Christians against them. The answer 
was : I order the same to be done, as was customary 
in the time of my grandfather, Don Alphonso, and 
my great grandfather, Don Ferdinand." A petition'"^ to 
reduce the period for the recovery of bonds due by 
•Christians to Jews to three years, was refused, and 
the law of Don Sancho limiting it to six was con- 
firmed. In 1299, Philip le Bel, as regent of Navarre, 
ordered, that the ordinance of St. Louis, king of 
France, respecting the usury of the Jews, should he 
observed, in Navarre, and that only the sum lent 
should be repaid.*' 

» F«Utioa n. M Ibid, u Ibid. IB. ^ Arch. ISfwr, Let. n. p. 170. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

FMvUeges enjoyed m CaalUe, — State of Society — 
Ordinance respecting the Capitation Too; at Se- 
govia. — Cortes of Medina del Campo. — Fei^dinand^s 
attachment to them, — Council at Zamora. — Cortes of 
Carrion, — The Shepherds — the Infante Alphonso^ 
and the Jem revise them. — Riot at Barc^ona, — 
Council of Salamanca. — Rdative Population of the 
towns of Aragon, 

Before entering on the gradual deprivation of the 
rights and privileges the Jews enjoyed under the 
Spanish sovereigns, which commenced about this 
period, it may be necessary to take a review of the 
state of society in Spain. 

^\'hile persecuted in every other part of Christen- 
dom, their worth had been learnt from the Moorish 
conquerors of the western parts of Europe; and for 
many succeeding ages they were protected by the 
monarchs of Spain, who, although strictly adhering 
to Catholicism, acted towards the descendants of Israel 
more in accordance with tlic tenets of Christianity 
than the sovereigns who wielded the sceptres of Ger* 
many, Fiance, and England. 

The Yisigothic code, too barbarous ever to be en* 
forced, was by the victorious arms of the sectarians of 
Mahomet driven, with the last of the Goths, from the 

r 
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IberiAn soil. This epoch was the commencenient of 
the great mflaence the Jewa subsequently attained. 

The Spaniards, conquered by the Moors, for many 
years had no other object in view than to regain their 
independence. Occupied solely in military expeditions, 
they could not apply themselves to the cnltivation of 
letters; nor were they able to ^vry on and extend 
their commerce, even had they known its benefits. 

The Jews were the only people acquainted with 
trade, for the Lombards onlv learned it from tlieiri 
after their expulsion from France by Philip Augustus ; 
they were, consequently, quick calculators, able and 
dexterous in conducting a mercantile enterprise, and 
above all excellent in the administration of tiie royal 
finances. These circumstances gave them great ad- 
vantages; for, although the clergy instilled into the 
people a hatred against them on account of their re- 
ligion, their services became indispensably necessary for 
many branches of the dvil government. They were 
the intendants, major-domos, stewards, physicians, 
and apothecaries of the court and grandees. These 
employments acquired for them the highest favour and 
confidence of the king. The direction and adminis- 
tration of the royal revenues were constantly under 
the management of Jews, who either administered 
them for the state, or farmed them according to the 
value, with the titles of almoxarifs, treasurers, 
farmers-general, receivers-general, etc. 

They not only enjoyed the same rights as other citi- 
zens, but particular privileges were conceded to them ; 
some placing them on an equality with the highest 
of the land. Their religion was not simply tolerated, 
but they were protected by the laws of the country ; 
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their sabbaths were inviolably respected, their cere- 
monies and observances performed without molest- 
ation; every thing held sacred in the Hebrew's breast 
freely practised. This endeared Spain to the descen- 
dants of Israel. Whilst driven as culprits from 
breathing even the same air inhaled by bigoted 
benighted Europeans; or, from dread of polluting 
by their tread the Christian soil, and ignominiously 
exiled from Germany, France, and England, Spain not 
oidy offered them an asylum and a resting-place "/or 
the sole of their feet^^ but granted thera extraordinary 
immunities. They formed an tmpenum in imperio. 

The trial of all causes, whether civil or criminal, 
T«« by their own chiefe, from whose sentence an ap- 
peal might b( made to the Rabbi, and from his de- 
cision to the king; but in criminal cases, the king had 
the power to order an enquiry, and that his Alcaldes 
should assist at the trial. 

Like nobles, except for king's dues, they could not 
be arrested for debt. 

They coidd acquire and hold landed i)roperty. 

For recovering loans made to Christians, the oath 
of the Jew was sufficient, unless the debtor and 
creditor disagreed on the nature of the debt, and the 
Jew sought to prove it was not usurious ; then the 
proof was to be remitted to the oath of the Christian 
also, or disinterested witnesses. 

They were not bound to divulge the names of per- 
sons who deposited pledges with them for as much 
as eight maravedis; but above that sum they were. 
And on swearing that he did not know the person who 
pl'dired it, the dew was to receive hb money, although 
the article had been stolen. 

r 
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But they paid a capitation tax of thirty deniera or 
three maravedis, as before stated. And when the 
kings of Castile entered a town that had its Jewry, 

it paid for every book of the law it possessed twelve 
maravedis to the king's body guards, to protect tiiem 
from insult and injury, requiring the safeguard of the 
king to defend thera from a lawless soldiery. 

Such was the state of the Jews when those dark 
clouds began to eclipse their glory, and disturb the 
prosperity and tranquillity by .storms they bad been un- 
accustomed to for centuries iu the Iberian Peninsula. 

The Moors enjoyed similar privileges to those of 
the Hehrew people. 

The Christian vassals of the Castilian crown may 
be divided into the following classes. 

1. — The high nobility which exercised an un- 
bounded authority over their vassals, and frequently 
were in arms against their sovereign. Jealous of the 
influence the Jews had acquired at court, they were 
constantly endeavouring to supplant them, although 
they protected them on their iimaense estates ; and as 
a means of ensuring their revenues, employed them as 
intendantSi collectors, and in every other confidential 
post. 

2. — The inferior nobility, proud of their noble 
descent, but too indolent to attend to their atiairs, 
were always in want oi money to supply their ex- 
travagant expenditure. They had recourse to the 
Jews, who by industry and frugality had become 
wealthy, and were able to lend to the necessitous 
Hidalgo. The legal interest was thirty-three and 
a thii'd per cent, per annum. In three years the 
debt became doubled; it daily was more incon- 
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TcnieDt, and often impoasible to pay. TIksi a ay 
waB raised against the usury of the Jews, and the 
murder of the too oonfidinsr dejiendant on Casdlian 

h« >no jr, was found to be an ca^j luudc of cauceliing 
the obligation. 

3. — The priesthood, with some exoeptions, proved 
to be their most determined enemies, and their most 
iDTetaate foes. An infatuated bigotry was sometimes 
the n]»]>arent cause^ but without reason. The Jews of 
Spain had never acted hostilely asrainst Christiaiiiry ; 
it was only at its coinmencement in the East tiiat 
religious fiinaticism led to those horrid scenes, alike 
repugnant to the Mosaic and Christian religion, that 
mA\ with bloody stains the pages of history, when 
the followers of each respective creed, inflamed by an 
intemperate zeal, sought to crush the other. Under 
the pretext that Judaism was inimical to Christi- 
anity, thousands were immolated. Priests whose 
duty it was to preach the peaceable doctrines of the 
gospel, by their haranjg^ies from the pulpit, instigated 
and then led on an inlui iated i)opulace to murder the 
hanideds unarmed descendants of Israel. They ac- 
cused the Jews of making- converts- -an accusation 
never proved or made against them in the many 
persecutions sufiered 1 >y the Hebrew people in evety 
part of Europe. Their religion is opposed to it; but 
many "who ha d forcil)lv been comi)elled to abjure the 
faith of tiieir lathers, |>robably returned to that which, 
only for the moment, they had apparently abandoned; 
this may have led to the &llacious assertion* They 
forbade the people employing Jews as physicians, 
apothecaries, and surgeons, under pretence that from 
the hatred they bore to Christians, they would 6eek to 
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kill them; but it was in reality to monopolise the 
practice to themselves. Except t^e Jews, monks only- 
practised the healing art; they gleaned from the bar* 
barous Latin of their scholastic theology an in^ght 
into the works ou medicine ; yet the Custilian mon- 
archs preferred confiding the health ot their bodies to 
Jewish practitionecsy rather than to cloistered quacks. 
Their chief ol^ject was to increase the wealth of their 
convents ; by constant attendance on the sick, when 
in extremis^ they worked on their fears, and deprived 
many an heir of his rightful property to enrich their 
. various monastic orders. Endeavouring to remove 
the Jewish physician from the death-bed of the dying 
Christian, suited their interested purpose; for chiefly 
thus was acquired the immense property the cortes 
have within the last few years taken from the clergy 
for the benefit of the state. Another cause also 
aroused the jealousy and envy of the clergy : they, 
likewise, were borrowers; and, although they at 
times accused the Jews of desecrating the Host, yet 
they pledged the church plate to them to laise money 
for unholy purposes. 

4. — The small landholders, whose scanty means 
and improvidence prevented them from cultivating their 
land without borrowing from their more wealthy 
neighbours. Their loans were not confined to money ; 
for the law established that if they borrowed three 
fanegas of com, four was tiie most that was to be re- 
turned. They were equally glad to be relieved from 
importunate creditors. 

5. The people who, through a bigoted veneration 
for the priesthood, were led to believe the Jews 
the authors of every public caluiiiity, were always 
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ready to wreak their vengeaxice by attacking the 
Jewries, plundering the hoases, butchering the in- 
mates, and enriching themselves at the expense of 

the wealth and lives of the Hebrew people. 

With such intiainmable materials as the Spanish 
population thus consisted of, the smallest spark readily 
ignited a flame not easily extinguished. The law was 
often too powerless to edflTord protection to the objects 
of popular fury, and the assailants too niunerous to be 
punished; ik vertlieless, on many occasions, the insti- 
gators and ringleaders met from the sovereign the 
punishment due to their crime; but the injuiy was 
irreparable — life could not be restored to the murdered 
victims of fanaticism and envy. 

But to resume ; shortly after Ferdinand assumed 
the reins of government, the bishop aud chapter of 
Segovia complained to him that the Jews defrauded 
them, by not paying the capitation-tax of thirty de- 
mersj whereupon he issued the following:' — 

Wc, Ferdinand, by tlie grace of God, king of Castile, 
etc., etc. To the Jews of the Jewry of Segovia, and all other 
Jewries of the towns and places within the said diocese, to 
whom this my order or a copy of it signed by the Notary 
Public, Cometh, health and grace. Know ye, that the bishop 
and dean hiiTe complained to me, and say, that you will not 
pay nor account with them, nor to their order, the thirty 
deoiers each of you have to give in memoiial of the death of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, when the Jews crucified him, and 
uitreat me to order what I deem right. You are bound to 
pay the same in gold, and I consider it just that you pay the 
amount m the current coin. * 

Therefore I command that jou give and pay the same, and 
annually make payment thereof to the buhop, dean, and 
chapter, aforesaid, or any of jhem, or the persons that receiTo 

' CoUneoarcs, lliat. Segom. 
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for them, thirty deniers of the cuirent coin, each of you well 
and truly, in Buoh manner that there be no deduction therefrom. 
And should they require assistance for the fulfilment hereof, 
1 command the councillois, magistrates, alcaldes, judges, and 
all other officers, or any of them, to whom thb my order, 
or a copy of it duly authenticated, cometh, to accompany and 
assist them in such manner that what I command he fiilfilled. 
Given at Paleneia, 29th August, 1304. 

Ferdinand was particularly attached to the master 
of his household, Don Samuel, who is represented to 

have been a man of great talents and trust; })usscssing 
great power, he is said to have used it despotically. 
Whether from that cause or jealousy, an assassin, who 
was not discovered, entered his house at Seville, after 
the king had left for Badajoz in 1305, and stabbed 
him.' Ferdinand had acted very ungratefully to his 
mother; and as the enemies of Don Samuel repre- 
sented that he had been the can:^e, she was not after- 
wards kindly disposed towards the Jews. 

Although the name of the Hebrew who succeeded 
Don Samuel is not mentioned, there can be little 
doubt but the new treasurer was an Israelite; for a 
league was formed by the grandees, clersr}^, and peo- 
ple, against these wealthy and powerful financiers. 
JealouffjT, from their rigid adminbtration of the royal 
iinances, was the cause (and to which, probably, a 
haughtiness in their high office contributed) that led 
to a petition against them,' in the cortes of Medina del 
Campo in that same year ; whereupon it was ordered 
that they should not be collectors nor sub-collectors 
of taxes. 

Ferdinand's attachment to the Jews led him to 

invite Don Guedalia Jachia, who was physician to 

' CbxoQ. Ferd. IV., cb. 18-]9« * Pet. 8. 
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Dennis, king of Portugal, to come and reside in 
Castile, and appointed him to be his physician. 

In the following year, a petition was presented to 
the cortes of Valladolid, to deprive the Jews of separ- 
ate judges in Castile ; but the king ordered that what 
had been done in the reigns of his grandfather and 
fatlier, should be followed. 

On the sudden death of Ferdinand in 1312, his son, 
Alphonso, a child of a few months old, was acknow- 
ledged as king; different parties clainied the re- 
gency, and intestine quarrels caused the renewal of 
those scenes that liad taken place during the minority 
of his &.ther. To calm dissensions, and guard the 
crown for her grandson, Donna Maria de Padilla came 
from her retreat ; and in conjunction with Don Pedro, 
uncle of the infant monarch, took the helm of state; 
but the civil wars of the regency belong to Spanish 
history more than to that of the Jews. 

Pope Clement V., who had removed the papal see 
from Rome to Avignon, in 1311, summoned the coun-- 
oil of Vienne. The intolerant spirit that pervaded 
that assembly conn nun icated itself to Don Rodrigo, 
archbishop of Saint lago, who, taking advantage of 
the disturbed state of the kingdom, held a provincial 
council at Zamora in 1313, which exercised so much 
influence, that public opinion and ideas became 
changed ; the people openly declared against tlie Jews, 
and began to regard them with a species of horror. 
At almost every cortes after, petitions poured in, either 
against them, or demanding that some privilege they 
enjoyed should be taken from them. But the l^sla- 
tOTs of OastUe had far different views; successive mon- 
archs continued their protection, and the effect of the 
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following constitutions of that council was only to 
awaken the ill-will and hatred of the populace to their 
laraelite fellow-subjects and citizens; for^ it will be 
seen, the aovereigna heeded neither its imprecations 
nor enactments. 

OoNSTiTUTiox 1. — Thirty days are allowed to all Jews^ 
thai now do or heieafier may xeaide in our province, for the 
execution hereof. 

That in cnminal, oivil, and all other canset » they shall not 
oppose nor defend themsdves by the privilege they have; 
saying, that as no Jew was summoned against them in the 
cause, they cannot be condemned ; nor may they claim that 
or any other privilege to the prejudice of the Chiislian fidth, 
nor presume to obtain such or similar privileges 

Therefore we ordain, that in criminal, and all other causes, 
the testimony of Jews against Jews diall be valid as heretofore ; 
but not of a Jew against a Christian, nor, as is proper or just, 
shall his testimony be received. Those persons that deairc 
to place Jews above Cliristians, and do not observe these and 
all other constitutions made against the Jews, whether they be ' 
ecclesiastic, layman, or secularised clergy; may the curse of 
Almighty God, of St. Peter and St. Paul, whose constitutions 
they are inclined to break, and the curse of St, lago come upon 
them. T"he ordinary prelates shall compel and oblige them to 
observe this. Those persons who act contrary shall receive 
from the holy church the punishment the sin deserves. 

2. —- 'Henceforth Jews shall hold no post or dignity from 
kings, or any secular prince; and within the aforesaid time 
they shall resign those th^ now hold. 

3. — They are not to be admitted into frequent association 
with Christians, lest from the intimacy, they adopt their errors 
which they do not understand. 

4. — That they do not serve as witnesses against Christians, 
nor claim as hitherto the benefit of the latrs. 

— That no Christian women, either temporarily or other- 
wise, act as wet nurses, or rear their children. 

* Aguirre. 
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6. — They are not to appear in public, from the Wednesday 
of Passion Week until Saturday ; and on Good Friday are to 
close tlieir doors and windows the whole day, not to mock 
the sorrow of Christians for the passion. 

V. — That Jews and Jewesses wear an ostensible sign, that 
tlicy may be distinguished and separate among ClunstiaiiSy 
which is right, and practised in oth^ states. 

8. — Notwithstanding their learning and Teputatiott» they 
are not to practise medicine with Christians. 

9. — - They are not to inirite Christians to their feasts, that 
Christians do not eat with Jews; in particular thej are not to 
eat their meat or drink their wine. 

10. » They are annually to pay tithes on their landed 
property, and the houses they occupy, the same as Christians 
did before ihey belonged to Jews. 

11« — Synagogues that haye been newly erected or en- 
larged, shall be restored to their former state between this date, 
and the next great festiTal of the resurrection; this term is 
peremptorily fixed, and if at its expiration the Jews have not 
executed it, the judges, alcaldes, communities, and universities 
of the cities, towns, and places where synagogues have been 
recently erected and elevated, are to fulfil and have tliis 
ordinance executed, in virtue of holy obedience uuder the 
penalty of Constitution 1. 

12. — They are not to practise usury, nor exact, nor take 
any interest from Christians, as is prohibited by the con- 
stitutions of Pope CicMient V., enacted at the council of 
Vienno; and any person who acts contrary, or attempts to hide 
it, incurs the penalties ordained by the said council. 

13. — On Sundays and other Christian holidays, .they are 
not to work publicly for themselves or other persons. 

In 1315, a cortes to regulate the affiubrs of the 

kingdom, was held at Burgos j among its ordinances 
are the following : — 

4. — Henceforward no Jew or Moor shall be called by 
Christian names; any that may be, are to be tried as heretics. 
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5. - - Christliins !iro not to live with Jews or Moors, or 
rear tlicir cliiKln'ii; the judges of town? and places where it 
occurs, are to make examples of those persons that do it, the 
Biime as on those who break their religion. 

26. — Wc consider it just, and order, that Christians in- 
debted to Jews from past times, shall pnv tliem as heretofore. 

27. — Wc order that no debtor ahall avail himself of any 
bull, papal decree, or anj other reaaon; not to pay aooording 
to this ordinance. 

28. — We consider it right, that henceforward no Jew 
shall presume to lend on luory, or at a higher late than thirty- 
three and a third per cent according to the ordinances King 
Alphonso and King Sancho enacted on that subject; and if it 
be proYcd and verified that any Jew has lent at a higher rate, 
his person and property ^hallbe confiscated to the king. 

30. — In places where Jews have an officer who recovers 
their debts, if the Christian debtor possesses moveables, he 
must secure the property until tlic cause is determined by law; 
if landed property it may not be sold during the suit; nor may 
it be ill-used, nor any injury be done to it, that no wrong may 
be suffered by the Jew. 

However prgudiced Donna Maria might have been 
against the Jews, the foregoing shews that she pro- 
tected their j)roperty from injury, and acted towards 
them with justice. It is also proved that she employed 
them in posts of high trust, for a petition was pre- 
sented to the cortes held at Carrion, '^That those 
persons who had not Rendered then* accounts to the 
receiyers-general, Don Juan Garcia and Rabbi Don 
Moses, might not be punished for it; and that all pro- 
ceedings in consequence might be staid,"* which she 
granted; as also, ^^That noblemen, ecclesiastics, or 
Jews, should not &nKi any king's dues or taxes; and 
that no punishment should be inflicted on those per- 
sons who had not attended to the summonses issued 

• » Petition, 7. 
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by them in the king's name."*' In 1321 , a rabble band 
of fanatics, who assumed the denomination of the 
Shepherds," sprang up in Languedoc. Friends and 
foes were alike the objects for pillage and plunder; 
the Jews, in particular, from iJmv wealifa, were in- 
humanly butchered. One hundred and twenty syna- 
gogues are said to have been destroyed by them. 
The Pope issued bulls and excommunications against 
them, but they were disregarded* By order of the 
king of France, the nobles armed against them; the 
count of Toulouse made some prisoners, but they 
were released by the monks. Driven from France, 
they entered Navarre and Aragon. At Montreal 
the Jews themselves repulsed thenu James XL sent 
an army under his son, the Infante Alpbonso, agfunst 
them; a number of Jews joined it. His master of 
horse killed the ringleader, and completely routed the 
remainder, which saved the Jews of Spain from the 
horrors their brethren had e:q»erienced in the south of 
France^ 

Donna Maria, queen of James XL, being at Barce- 
lona for the benefit of her health, a violent tumult 
took place on Easter Sunday between the Jews and 
her attendants, some of whom were severely handled, 
although no lives were lost. The queen was highly 
incensed that the civil authorities and the royal officers 
had not protected her servants. On the arrival of the 
king, he ordered the guilty })arties to be severely 
punished. From Zurita not stating that it was the 
Jews that were punished, it may be presumed justice 
was impartiaUy executed'. 

Councils respecting ecclesiastical diadpline were 

^ Petition, S. ' Seder Adoroth. * Zurita. 

K 
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held in varioua parts of Europe, but leaa frequently 
in Spain, although no dergy required it more; and 
until that of Zamora, the Jews had be^n unmolested; 

but that sncms to have aroused the donnant hatred of 
the Spanish clerg}' towards the descendants of Israel ; 
for although but a bmtum fulmen, as they were dis- 
regarded even by monarchs, which histoiy testifies^ 
the Council of Salamanca, held in 1322, enacted the 
following canons': — 

Ist. That infidels (Jews and Moors) be not permitted to 
be in churches during divine service, particidarly while mass 
iB performed. At its commenoement, they were to be expelled, 
or locked up by the aacristui in eome private place, un^ it 

was ended. 

2ud. Christians who were present at the marriages or Bme« 
rals of Jews or Moors, were to he eaECommunicated. 

3rd. Frohibited the appointment of Jews or Moors to public 
offices. 

4th* Ghrifltians were not to employ Jews as phyacians, 
surgeons, or apothecaries, nor tdce their medicines, from ihe 
danger of death they incurred by so doing. 

dth. CJonverts were to be provided for, by being admitted 
into monasteries, or other religious establishments. Those who 
were not of handicraft trades were to4)e taught them, and fiir- 
nished with tools; but no relief was to be afforded to those 
who could gain their livelihood, or had sufficient personal 
property for their maintenance. Such as were desirous, and 
by their learning competent for tlie pnesLhood, were to bo 
instructed for it, and the bishops were exhorted to provide 
them with churches; but caution was recommended in per- 
mitting them to preach to their lormer co-religionists. The 
customary laws of inheritance were to be observed. 

When the kings of Castile or Aragon visited a 
town, a tax was imposed on the inhahitants to defray 

the expense and maintenance of their retinues, exclu- 

' Aguirre. 
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sive of the ordinary taxes. The Jewries and Moorish 
Aljamas also had to contribute. By an account yet 

preserved, it appears, that from 1282 until 1336^ the 
Jews and Moors of Aragon, including Catalonia, paid 
the following : — 

Sous. Sous. Sous. 

Tortosa, 4000 Saragossa, 400 V^Uafranca, 200 

Barcelona, 500 Tcruel, 300 Tarrazon, 145 

Gerona, 600 Besalu, 250 and 

Valencia, 500 Daroca, 200 Calatayud^ 50 

which shews the relative population of the various 
towns. 



CHAPTER XIIL 

AlphonaoXI, — Their Fediions to him. — Amount of 
Dthts redwsed. — ProtecHon afforded them, — 

Revolt at Valladolid against Don Joseph of Ecija. — 
Murders at Estelia, the Instigator punished^ and tJie 
Ciiy fined. — Cortes of Valladolid. — Ordinance res- 
pecting bonds ViUoria> — Council of Salamanca^ — 
Martxne^s pkm to destroy them — his end. — Cortes of 
Alcala, — The Plague, — Massacre of the Jews. — ^i?a- 
benu Asher. — Suicide of his son.— Ordinance respect- 
ing Usury. — Eiot at Barcelona. — Fhyaidans, and 
mm of note. 

The Cortes of Valladolid, in 1325, declared Alphonso 

of age. He had, on the representation of his uncle, 
the Infante Don Philip,' learned that, in Castile, Jews 

^ Caproany, Com. 4e BareeloDt. * Chron* Alph. XI. 
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had long held the post of Almoxanf in the king's house- 
hold. At his recommendation, he appointed Don. 
Joseph of £Gija to the office, being a man of great 
talents; from the favour he received from the court, 
he exercised great authority over the kingdom. One 
of the first acts of Alphonso, on assuming the regal 
power, was to do justice to the Jews. Christians had 
sought to de&aud them of the debts they owed to 
them. His attention was called to it by their peti- 
tion,' and he issued the following ordinance : — 

Whereas the Jews have complained to me, that many per- 
sons of my dominions, as well clergy as laymen, have asked 
and obtained bulls and prelates' letters, excommunicating those 
persons that enforce debts due to Jews: I consider it just, 
and command that my ofBccrs of cities and towns anest all 
persons who exhibit such bulls and letters, who aie not to be 
released even under security, until they give them up, and they 
are immediately to be forwarded to me. 

At the same cortes, petitions' were presented against 
the Jews. Complaints were made of their usuries ; and 
the king was requested to cancel a third of the debts 
due by Christians, and to make the balance p ayable 
one-half in eight months, and the other ten months 
after. But the king, probably under the advice of 
Don Joseph, who knew that the Jews would willingly 
make some sacrifice to get their money, ordered— 

Hiat debts due by Clnistians to Jews on bonds or pledges, 
shall have the interest at the rate of thirty-three und a third per 
cent, added to the capital, and from the total amount, one 
quarter should be deducted, and the three-fourths should be 
payable in equal payments without further interest, in four, 
eiglit, and twelve months, so that the whole be paid within a 
year. And those persons who did not pay at the spcci^ed 
terms, were to lose the beuefit of this ordinance. 

'F^16. ^ Pet. 14. 
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The Jews having represented to him that since the 
death of his father, Don Ferdinand, many obstnictioiis 
and delays had been caused them in the recoveiy of 
their debts, he ordered— 

That all delays, general or special, that had been granted 
during his minority, whether instituted by councils, prelates, 
knights, or otherwise, to prevent the reooveiy of their debts, 
should be examined into; and that the six years and thirty days, 
foimerly allowed them, should not be reckoned in such delays. 

Furtheimoxe, Jews who may have gone to reside in other , 
kingdoms, and come to live in mine^ where ihey become tax- 
payers, I command that ihe councils, and persons in office, are 
to assist and protect ihem fiom injury. 

In answer to a petition that they might be permit- 
ted to acquire landed property, the king limited it 
to the value of twenty thousand maravedis north of 
the Douro, and thirty thousand south of it — a right 
they retained until the expulsion. The king placed 
the utmost confidence in his councillors, Garcilaso de 
la Vega, Count Alvar Nunes Osorio, and Don Joseph/ 
The latter had a large retmue of knights and squires 
for his guard. From the trust the king placed in him, 
lie sent him to Valladolid to bring his sister, Donna 
Leonora, to Toledo; and oi Jcred her chancellor, the 
bishop of Burgos, to accompany her. Her duenna^ 
Donna Sancha, told the chiefs of the city, in secresy, 
that they wanted to take away the Infanta to marry 
her to Count Alvar Nunes, who, being powerful, and 
possessor of many fortresses and castles, ^vould after- 
wards do what he chose with the king's person ; but 
she was not generally believed. The Infanta, ignorant 
of the report, prepared for her journey; when on her 
mule, a mob, instigated by those in the plot, riotously 

' Chro. Alpb.XL 
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wanted to kill Don Joseph and his attendants ; upon ' 

which she returned with him into the house, which 
was immediately surrounded. Donna Saiicha pre- 
tended to be much grieved at the occurrence; but 
privately encouraged them to enter the house and kill 
Don Joseph. The mob procured ladders to scale the 
walls. "When the lufanta leanit this, she requested 
that four of the principal men should come to speak 
with her. She asked them to permit her to go to 
the Alcazar of the city, and to protect Don Joseph in 
accompanying her, when she would give him up. The 
mob, on learning this, withdrew and dispersed. When 
the Infanta perceived this, she mounted her mule, and 
the Jew walked by her side holding her skirt. Some 
attempts were made on his life. On their arrival at 
the Alcazar, the princess ordered the gates to be shut, 
and would not deHver him up to the rioters. 

As soon as the king learned this, he summoned a 
council, and would have proceeded to Yalladolid to 
take summary steps against them; but was dissuaded 
by Alvar Nunes, who advised him to continue the 
siege of Escalona, and to notify hijs displeasure to 
them. 

The Jews, finding the king, from his friendship to 
Don Joseph, so well-disposed towards the Hebrew 
people, made many complaints of the excesses com- 
mitted against them, which he carefully looked into, 
and redressed, as the following shews. 

In 1327, the Jewries of Seville begged that the 
dean and chapter should not exact more from them 
than the thirty deniers imposed by Alphonso X. at 
the conquest of the city. The king, desirous of doing 
justice, entrusted the investigation of the facts to 
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Ferran Martinez of Valladolid, chief notary of Castile, 
who, on the iOth of November, pronounced a final 
sentence in the cause, ordering all Jews, without ex- 
ception, from sixteen years of age, to pay three mara* 
vedis of ten deniers each, making the thirty to which 
only they were liable. 

The many complaints made to the cortes of Val- 
ladolid against Don Joseph, induced the king to order 
an examination of his accounts, which was a prelude 
to depriving him of office. He dismissed him from 
the council and the post of Almoxarif ; and ordered, 
that none but Christians should in future hold that 
office, with the title of Treasurer instead of Ahnoxarif. 
Although Spanish historians attribute his dismissal 
to a deficiency in his accounts, it is &r more likely 
the king did it to quiet his rebellious subjects, who 
were daily in arms against him. At Soria, while at 
his devotions, they assassinated Garcilaso de la Ve^a, 
another of his particular friends; for Don Joseph, as 
will be seen, notwithstanding his dismissal from office, 
retained the friendship of his sovereign. The Jews 
of Estella compliuned (to Juan Pasta, dean of Char- 
tres, Hugo de Yisac, and Ferri de Piqueni, knights, 
who had been ordered by Charles le Bel, to remedy 
abuses in Navarre) against Juan Garcia, the collector, 
for exacting, during some time^ fifty sous a day from 
them for coUecting the king's taxes, and pUudng 
double guards at their expense, almost ruining them. 
The kniglits, desirous of preser\nn<r the property of 
the king, and of the Jews who belonged to him a« his 
own, ordered, that Juan Garcia should no longer be 
the collector of taxes from them, but that their bailiff 
should receive them as formerly customary.* 

* Arch. Nav. Case 6. 45. 



Digitized by Google 



136 



GOBTES OF VALLADOUD 



[1329. 



The Christians of Estella, irritated at the protection 
afforded to tlie Jews, who were generally envied and 
hated for their wealth aad usuries, prepared to take 
vengeance on them. The same spirit pervaded the 
other towns of Navarre.* Those of Tudela held their 
meetings at Codreita in 1328.' In the royal dis- 
bursements of that year, is a charge of three sous, 
given to Juan de Leet, for the letters he took respect- 
ing the acts of the populace in murdering the Jews. 
On the death of Charles le Bel, ihe people gave vent 
to their fury. Ten thousand are said to have been 
massacred at Estella on the first of March.*^ Many 
sought refuge in the fortresses of St. Adrian, Funis, 
and Yiana. Fr. Fedro Olligoyen was imprisoned, 
and prosecuted the following year, for having advised 
and favoured the pillage of the Jews in those places;* 
and King Philip imposed a fine of ten thousand livres 
on the Council of Estella, for not having prevented it.'* 

From having obtained a deduction of one-fourth at 
the cortes of Yalladolid) the Christians became embold- 
ened, and petitioned the cortes of Madrid in 1329, 
that debts duu by Christians to Jews should be reduced 
to one-half, and made payable in one, two, and three 
years". 

The king confirmed his former decree, and fixed the time 
of the payments to he Christmas, Midsummer, and Michaelmas. 

That in bonds notaries draw up between Christians and 
Jews, from the frauds and tricks practised in doubh'ng the 
amount of the debt, in future tlic notaiy and witnesses to the 
bond shall see the Jew pay the full amount to the Christian, 
and conformably to the ordinances, at the rate of thirty-three 
and a third per cent; and that any notary who aott otherwise, 
shall pay a fine of one hundred maravedifl for the indoeure of 

• Arch. Nav. Case 6» No. 88. ' Ibid. ■ MS. Mem. of Estell. 
• Arch. Nav. Case 6, No. 95. ^ Case 7» No. 29-38. " Pet. 1 1. 
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the town where it takes place, the bond to be of no value, and 
the Jew to lose his debt.^^ 

To which the king replied, 
I coneider it just, and grant it. 

JewB and Moors haying privileges, that a ChriB^an 'witness, 
without the testimony of a Jew or Moor, is not suificient to 

obtain sentence against them, either on bonds or contracts of 
debts, or in civil or ciaunal cases, we ask that sentence be 
passed on proof against tliem, of two respectable persons of 
good repute, and tliat it extend to trials now pending and 
undetermined, as well as to all in future^*. 

The king answeied, 

The same is to he ohserved as in the time of the kings, my 
pxedeoessors. 

That except their dwellings, Jews be not permitted to 
aoq^uire landed property, as in times of the kings, Alphonso, 
Sencho, and Ferdinand. 

The answer was — 

Wliat lias hitherto been done is to be observed. 

The teim within which Jews should claim their 
bonds was again limited to six years, but to those of 

Valladolid to ten, in consequence of the delay they 
had suffered ; and to those of Toledo, according to tiieir 
charter, thirty years. 

Don Samuel Abenhuacar, who waa an excellent 
astronomer, physidan to the king, and one of his 
councillors, obtained in 1330 for a certain sum the 
coina^xe of the mint, with license to pay 1 25 maravedis 
for the mark of silver; but depending on the friend- 
ship of the king he paid dearer for it, the Jews who 
collected it for him bought produce in all parts of 
the kingdom above its value, to export and bring 
back silver, whereby the price of every thing was 
raised 150 per cent., which lasted for some time. 

» Pet. 53. " ret. r>3. " Pee. 56. 

» Cbroo. Alph. XI. 
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Through the friendship and favor of the king, Don 
Samuel also fttrmed, at a low value, the frontier duties. 
The fdlowing curious document is yet presenred in 
the aTchives of V ittoria. 

Don Alphonso, by the grace of God, kmg of Castile, &c. 
Sm, to the Alcaldes and Magistrates of Yittoria, health and 
grace. — Enow ye» that the Council of Yittoria has sent to 
complain to me« and my, that £rom a long time thej have had 
the usage and custom, whidi has been pveserred until now^ 
, that Jews residing in the dtj or elsewhere did not make 
bonds for debts on the Christian inhabitants; but latterly » that 
the Jews, or some of them, do make Christians give bond for 
debts; and if it be pennitted, great injury will result herefrom ; 
^t the said city would become depopulated, and that it would 
tend to my diaeenrioe; they send to beg the fitvor of me to order 
what I consider right. — Therefore I command you, at sight 
of this my order, that if they have had the usage and custom 
for a long time, and have retained it until now, as is asserted, 
that henceforward you do not permit the fcuid Jews, or any of 
them, to make bonds ior debts on any of the Christian 
inhabitants of the said city; and if they do, thev shall be null 
and void. Therefore you are not to do it under tlie penalty of 
100 maravedis of the annual new coinage. And that you fulfil 
this my order on its being shewn to you, I command every 
Notary Public who may be called for the purpose, to give a 
certificate, under his hand, to the person who exhibits it to 
you, that I may know how yon execute this my order.**— 
Given at Buigos, 28tli April, 1332, (era 1370> 

Don Joseph, who had formerly been of the king's 
council, and his Mend, seeing the great profit Don 
Samuel made by his contracts, particularly from the 
export duty paid by the Moors, from jealousy and 
thinking to regain the king's favor, outbid Don 
Samuel for the frontier custom duties, by which he 
obtained them. Don Samuel, out of revenge to injure 

^ Arch. Yit. Cue B. No. 17. 
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bim, privately advifled the king to stop the exportation 
by the Moors, bo that he might not derive henefit. 

The king cousidering the advice giveii liiin to be for 
his interest, regardless of his treaties with the Moors, 
adopted it. In 1335, the Council of Salamanca en- 
deavoured to destroy the medical practice of the Jews 
anumg Christians, asserting — 

Ttat under the pretext of surgery and medicine, they 
craftily insinuated themselves with the people, to the injury 
of the faithful. — It prohibited Christian women giving suck 
or nmsing the childien of unbelieveis. All conespondaaoe, 
in writing, with them was inteidicted to the faithful. The 
penally for any of these acts was ezoommonication. The Jews 
in every town were to reside In a separate quarter, to be called 
the Jewry ; they were not to live in the ricini^ of a church 
or cemeteiy; Christians who leased houses to them in such 
situations, incurred excommunication. 

A urar with the Moors soon foUowed the infiinge- 
ment of treaties. Gonsalez Martinez, a brave man, 

who had served under Don Joseph, and hud by him 
been appointed to some command, became master of 
Calatrava ; envious of the favor his former benefactor 
enjoyed from his sovereign, and jealous that the Jews 
should enjoy so much power, he proposed to buy from 
the king ten of the principal Jews, for which he would 
pay into liis exliausted treasury 8001bs. of silver. As 
the king needed money to repel the Saracen invaders, 
he consented ; upon which Gonsalez seized Don Joseph, 
the physician, who died under torture ; Don Samuel, 
whom he put in irons, and who died of grief ; and eight 
others of the wealthiest Jews with their lainilies; by 
which he got a large sum in gold, silver, and money* 
The king, distressed for means to oppose the forces 

" Aguirre. 
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from Morocco under Abomeliquey whicli Gonsalez 
(plotting agunst Don Samuel Benayes and R. Moses 
Abttdiel) perceiving, advised the king to expel the 

' *Jew9 from his kingdom; for while the king was 
engaged in fighting, they were eating and drinking 
peaceably; and he would give 400,000 ducats, and 
the people as much more towards the expenses of the 
war. The king listened and was silent; the grandees 
reproved Gonsalez, and said the advice lie liad given 
was not good. Don Gil de Albornoz, archbishop of • 
Toledo, said to him, " Who has made you an enemy to 
the king, by giving advice that is degrading to his 
house, for the Jews are the king*B treasure, and you • 
want to destroy them, and for him to do what his 
ancestors never did?" so his purpose was not effected. 
The Moors collected a large force ; the king joined his 
army, and made Gonsalez general of it ; and he gained 
a complete victory. Becoming haughtier than before, 
he thought the king would fulfil his wish of destroy- 
ing the Jews; but some accusations being made to the 
king against him, he sent an ofiicer to arrest him. 
6onsalez retired to a fortress, and from the tower 
sent an insolent answer, whereupon his brothers were 
arrested, thrown into prison, and their property con- 
ji seated to the royal tn asury. The king sent to 
seize him ; but he had fortified himself in the castle, 
fi^m which he shot the envoy; The king ordered 
fire to be set to it ; Gonsalez was taken, tried, found 
guilty of the crimes imputed to him, beheaded, and his 
corpse burnt.'® Christian writers say he was accused 
of many crimes, and summoned to Madrid to exculpate 
himself before the king. He would not appear, and 
went over to the Moorish king of Granada. At length, 

Sbebct Jehudah. 
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being taken as a traitor, he was beheaded and burnt." 

This happened about 1340. 

Salhadin of Angleura, being governor of Navarre 
in 1336, ordered the land which had been appropriated 
for the Jewry of Pamplona by King GharleSy to be re- 
built. It had been destroyed by the French atmy Hbskt 
devastated the whole of Navarre in 1277. The new 
Jewry was to be enclosed and secured from injury; 
the Jews were to be obliged to build their houses 
within, and not to be permitted to reside in other parts 
of the city among Christians.*^ 

In 1344, the Jews were so numerous and wealthy 
• at Palm a , that the Bishop Villanova lined them 
150,000 florins for sheltering two German Christians 
who had embraced Judaism.*^ 

At the Cortes of Alcala de Hemires, in 1345, a 
petition was presented to grant time, and to cancel the 
interest on debts due to Jews. The king answered, 

I consider it right to grant the delay of one year, for the 
payment of debts due to Jews, during whidi no interest is to 
he charged, but if any delay has been previously granted, 
it is to be included in ihe said year.^ 

The Jews and Moors having complained of being 
arrested for debts due to Christians, the following 

ordinance was issued in 1347, by the Cortes of Segovia. 

Many complaints having been made to mc that Jews and 
MooEB, indebted to Christians on bonds and otherwise, have 
been arrested, where the debt is not fi>r our taxes and dues, 
contrary to the privileges granted bj the Kings fiom whom we ' 
descend, and ourselves; whereby the Jewries of the Jews and 
Aljamas of the Moors are wronged and injured ; and as the Jews 
and Moors reading in our dominions are separately ours, we order 

»• Chron. Alph. XI. » Arch. N»?, Case 7, No. 67. 

Anou^Qi. Hist, of Mallorca. " Pet. 4. 
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lliat in future no Jew, Jeweaiy Moor, or Moiifloa, shall be 
ainretfeed Ibr any debt or obligsation they may have given, to 
any penon of whatever lank or condition they may be^ except 
the debt ia for our taxes and dues; nor shall any CShtistaan be 
arrested for bonds due to Jews or Moors. 

Notwithstanding the protection afforded by the 
king to the Jews, he had been compelled to sign an 
order f<yt their banishment^ on account of an indignity 

pretended to have been offered to the Host by a Jewish 
boy, it was carried tlirough the streets. A council 
was immediately summoned to deliberate, whether 
thqr should be massacred or banished ; the latter advice 
was adopted. But the edict was not issued, owing . 
to the prince having obtained a revision of the pro- 
ceeding, when it was discovered that curiosity to see 
the procession, had brought a young Christian to the 
window, Who accidentally overturned a vessel of 
water over the chalice. The king upon this revoked 
the order, to the mortification of the zealots, who 
reported that the Christian had been bribed to depose 
in favor of their enemies ; nor did it prevent the 
populace murdering the Jews in another city on the 
same excuse; and the persecution would have extended 
much farther, had the King not have had ten of the 
ringleaders hanged. 

R. Joseph Levi Abulaphia, who died in 1351, 
appears to have been a great favourite with Alphonso, 
as his tombstone testifies, in saying, The man whom 
the long delighteth to honour; and he put a chain of 
gold on his neck." * 

The Jews had scarcely escaped the danger just 
recorded, when in 1348-49 a devastating plague spread 
from Germany to the Peninsula ; and they were accusect 

• Appendix 4. 
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of having cansed it by poisoning the waters of the 

Tagus. The iiituriated populace massacred them 
without mercy, particularly at Toledo, where the York 
tragedy was repented. One of the sons of the famed 
Babenu Asher (who, owing to the persecution in 
Germany, had in 1303, quitted his native land with 
his eight sons for Spain, where his great learning 
obtained for him the high post of Chief Rabbi of all 
the Jews in Spain, which he held until his death), 
perceiving the murderers breaking his doors, with the \ 
intention of massacreing them, became so frantic and \ 
desperate, that he stabbed his wife and all the family \ 
that had taken shelter under his roof, and then him- 
self to avoid the barbarous cruelties practised by the 
populace, under whose murderous weapons 15,000 
innocent victims are said to have been immolated, for ! 
a crime which reason demonstrates to be impracticable ' 
and impossible. / 
Alphonso, who was then besieging Gibraltar, was ] 
unable to suppress the outrages that were being com- i 
mitted. The plague was making dreadful ravage among ; 
his troops ; to arrest which his whole care was directed. <. 

^V^lc^ca9, usury is said to be a great sin, forbidden both by 
the laws of nature and by scripture and grace — a thing that 
weighs heavy with Grod, which brings trouble and misfortuiiea 
on the countiy where it u piactiaed; and to permit, order, 
adjudge to pay or xeceiTe theeame is a great sin ; and, besides, 
it biings destruction and ruin on the properties of some per* 
sons, and the inhabitants of the countiy where it is allowed* 
And, whereas, it has hitherto been permitted, and not con- 
demned as it shotdd have been; we, to follow God and preserve 
our souls as we ought, to prevent the injaties that thereby ao- 
ome to our people and oountry, consider it right to order and 
prohibit all persons, Jews or Moocs^ henceforward, for them* 
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adres or othen, to lend unirioinlj. And all ehartersi privi- 
tegoB, and immnnitiai, that haye hillierto been gianted^ autko- 
lifling the same in certain modes; and to have magiatoatea and 
receiTera thereof, we cancel, revoke, and by the council of our 
court declare to be null and TokL And we hold it right that 
hereafter th^ shall be of no value, the same as those that may 
not be granted^ nor are they to be maintained, being, as be- 
fore said, contrary to religion. We command all judges, 
magistrates, and officers, of whatsoever rank they may be, in 
all our kingdoms and dominions, that, hereafter, they do not 
concede or giaui any cluirtcr or license for usury. Aud fui- 
thcr, wo request aiid desire all prelates of our dominions, to ex- 
communicate all persons who act contrary, and to denounce 
them as transgressors. And it is our %vill that Jewf^ be main- 
t;uned in our dominions and to piircho so landed prr jiriiy as en- 
acted; for, as Holy Church declares, they are to turn to our 
^th and be saved, according to the prophet& 

Whether religious motiyeB were the sole cause of 
the decree or not, the king manifests the desire that 
the Jews should continue to reside in Spain. 

Peter IV. of Aragon, in that year, held a cortes at 
Barcelona, while there at the dedication of St. Maria 
de las Nieves. A large mob assembled, and notwith- 
standiiig the royal presence, with great daring and 
insolence attacked the Jews; and it was not without 
difficulty that the riot was suppressed.'* 

It will be seen, that in this reign many Jews 
held high offices; besides whom the following may 
be named as conferring honour on the Hebrew name. 

r>ON Abrauam ben Macuik — had been ph3rBiciail to 
Alphonso before Don Samuel; he died in 1322 at Seville. 

Don Samuel BENVBKASTE^teught medioine with great 
repute at Saragossa; he was a profound graminarian. He 
translated the Consolation of Boetius, " and Maimonides' 

'* Zurita, Aaa, AngoD. 
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Treatise and Cuie of tke Aathma" into Hebrew, in 1323, at 
Tampon. 

Don David Jachia — son of Don Cruedalkh, the physi- 
cian of Ferdinand IV., wrote two works on Cut>tomE> and 
Ceremonies." He probably held some post at court, for on his 
tombstone, dated Seville, 1325, wc read ** He stood in the 
presence of kings."* 

R. Solomon beh Datid— about ibis time wrote a gene- 
ral treatise on Theoietioal and PtactiGal Medidne,'* according 
to Ainoenna and Averroes. 

E. David Abudarham — born at Seville in 1300, was 
one ol tlie most learned Rabbis of that city, and an excellent 
astronomer; he wrote on the Intercalation, the Solstices, the 
Equinoxes, and a most valuable commentary on the liitual of 
the Year." 

B. JossipH Bbk Ab^ham ben Shoshan — an eminent 
phyai(nau and astronomer of Seville, died in 1336. This, 
fiunily appears to bave made medicine their study; for Don 
Meir, who was one of the royal physicians, died in the plague 
of 1348, together with his son Don Isaac, at the age of twenty- 
five. 

R. Eliiazar a Couen i$en Ardot — a native of Majorca, 
was famed as a proiessor of logic and medicine in 1330. 

R. Abrahah beh Datid Gaslabi — of Besalu, wrote 
four medical works, among which is an unedited treatise on 

Contagious and Pestilential Fevers.** In the pre&ce he says, 
he wrote it on witnessing the dreadful plague that ravaged \ 
Spain in 1349. 

R. Babuch a JiioPH£-— was another £uned practitioner 
at Besalu. 

R. Keeskas VrDAi* ben Kbslab. — in 1327 translated 
into Hebrew the Latin medical work of Bemabc dc Villa- 
nueva, under the title of " The Regimen of ncalth." His 

h 
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family produced many learned men* who weie Babbis at Bar- 
celona and Saragossa. 

R. SoLOHOur ABSH ZABSALr-waB a cdebwtod pliyncian 
ftt Seville, where hia tombstone is yet to be seen; it bears date 
1345. Hu &ther, B* Abiaham, had also pxBctbed znediome 
with .gieat xepute.- The number and fiune of the Spanish 
Hebrew piaotiti<m6n» led foreign pxinceBtofleek ihdur aid. The 
count of Poiton, broiher of the king of Fiance, sent to Aiagon 
for an oculist who cured him. 

R. JuDAH BEN AsHER — died at Toledo in 1349, and did 
not commit suicide, as asserted by Rodrigues de Castro, as his 
tombstone proves. He was author of The Ordinances of the 
Law," and the ** Ordinances of Heaven." His brother, 
R. Jacob, compiled the whole of the Jewish laws, under the 
title of The Four Ciders." 

R. Joseph op Toledo — where he was born about 1304, 
wrote under the title of the " Ruler of the World," the origin 
and reason of all the Judaical rites. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Peter the Cruel. — Samuel Levi. — New Synagogue at 
Toledo, — Murderers executed at Miranda del Ebro» 
— Sentences of the Jew Magistratee in Navarre^ to 
he executed by the BaiUff, — Abu Said beheaded, — ' 
Henry ^ Connt of Trastemar^ crowned at Burgos, — 
Cortes of Burgos. — Gallant Defence of Briviesca^ 
Toledo, and Burgos, — Protection offered to Jews of 
Castile on settling in Navarre, — Cortes of Toro, — 
Massacreat Gmnada.^Corte8 of Burgos.— Learned 
Men. 

Pbteb, surnamed the Cruel, was only sixteen years 
of age when he succeeded his father in 1350. At 
the recommendation of Don Jaan Alphonso de 

Albuquerque, he appointed Don Samuel Levi to be 
his high treasurer. He became a great favourite with 
the king, who particularly favoured the Jews. The 
Christians, not satisfied with having deprived them of . 
their particular judges, attempted to deprive them of 
a pri'dl^e they had long en jo} ed, of having in every 
city, town, and place, where they had Jewries, a se- 
parate Alcalde appointed to try their causes. A peti- 
tion^ was presented to the cortes of Valladolid in 
1351, requesting the sovereign to order-^ 

i liaL the Jews should not have a separate Alcalde, but that 
suits between them and Christians should be remitted to the 
ordinary Alcaldes, (The king answered), 1 hut as the Jews 

» Ptet.7. 
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were a weak people that required protection, l^y appearing 
before all the Alcaldes their causes would be greatly prejudiced 
and attended with heavy expense, because ChriBtians would 
injure them by the delays they would cau8e» and the demands 
they would make against them; therefore I consider it right 
(hat the Jews Bhoald appoint one of the ordinary Alcaldes of 
each city or town, as they have been accustomed to try and 
decide ^eir civil causes. Besides, not generally being persons 
acquainted with the laws and charters, and not being powerful, 
Christians frequently presume to bring vexatious and firivolous 
defences against their claims, patting in malicious pleadings 
which they ought not. 

The object of the sovereign, by this reply, was to 
prevent the injustice so frequently committed against 
them, for he acknowledges them to be a weak ond 
injured people, who at times could not recover their 

debts, as the officer;* did not render them strict and 
impartial justice. 

In 1355, the king being at play at Morales, said all 
the money he possessed was twenty thousand doblas. 
In the evening, Don Samuel observed to the king, that 
he considered the remark he had made was a reflection 
on liis conduct as high treasurer; but if he would ap- 
point two fortresses where he might put the money in 
safety, he should soon have much more. Whereupon the 
king gave him the Alcazar of Trugillo, and the castle 
of Hita; and appointed Don Juan Alphonso de 
Albuquerque, governor of the former, and Don Juan 
de Illescas, of the latter, both noblemen on whom he 
could depend. He then demanded from all the re- 
ceivers-general their accounts, and drew bills for their 
balances. When the persons who had the bills re- 
turned,* he put them on oath to declare what they had 
received. Some out of forty thousand maravedis 
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received only twenty thousand, the remainder being 
given in bribes, etc. If the recdver could not prove 
he had paid the fall amount in cash, Don Samuel 
made him pay the amount he had paid short ; one 
lialf of which he gave to the holder of the bill, wlio 
considering the whole to be lost gladly "accepted it. 
The other half he put into the king's treasury; by 
these means, in the course of a year, a large sum was 
deposited in the fortifications of TrugiUo and Hita, 
and was the commencement of the treasure Don 
Pedro amasRed.* 

About this time, Don Samuel obtained permission 
to build another synagogue at Toledo, which he erected 
at his private expense, and furnished it with many 
gold and silver ornaments. It was completed in 1857. 
It is unrivalled in the world, and is considered one of 
the finest architectural niununients of that age in 
Spain. The Hebrew, Gothic, and Moorish art com- 
bine to render it matchless. The beams of the roof 

m 

are of cedar from Lebanon. Immediately under it 
is a gieen band, having the eighty-fottrth psalm in 
large Hebrew characters, in white cement, running 
round it. Beneath that is a wide band of beautiful 
arabesque work, interspersed with flowers and fruit, 
the vine predommaUng; its broad foliage and tendrils 
being here and there lost, then again appearing, run- 
ning through the whole, excites admiration at tlie 
fine taste and infinite labour of the artist. Below 
this again are Hebrew inscriptions in relief.^ Pieces 
have fallen off some of the letters, otherwise it is in 
tolerable good preservation. On each side of a recess 
at the east end, where the books of the law were kept, 

- Clirou. Don Pedro. * Appeodix, 
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are six lines of Hebrew, surmounted with a beautiful 

arabesque. 

The conduct of Don Samuel towards the receivers- 
general, and the |>ower he had from the favour of the 
king, raised him many enemies. In 1860, they 
succeeded in persuading the king to arrest him for 
malversation, and to seize his property, which he 
confiscated, and obtained 170,000 doblas, 4000 marcs 
of silver, 125 boxes of gold and silver stuflfs, a large 
amount in jewels, and 80 Moorish slaves, besides 
700,000 doblas from his relations^ all of whom he' 
arrested, and confiscated their property. Don Samuel 
was sent to prison at Seville. To discover if he had 
more property, he was put to the torture, and he died 
under it*. 

In this year, the king went to Miranda dd £bro, 
where the Jews had been pillaged and murdered. 
He had eight of the ringleaders executed, and savagely 
had one roasted alive, and another boiled in a cauldron. 
"While he was thus cruelly punishing the murderers 
at Miranda, the Infantes, his brothers, put all the 
Jews they found on taking Najera to death 

The Jews of Tudela entreated the Infante Lms^ the 
viceroy of Navarre, '^That he would be pleased to 
order, and that we practise the Je%vish law as our 
ancestors have hitherto; that is, when a Jew or Jewess 
commits a sin, on our magistrates applying -to the 
bailiff and notifying to him the sin committed, and 
the punishment it deserves according to Jewish law, 
the bailiff shall execute it, and enforce the sentence of 
our said magistrates, whether of condemnation or 
acquittal; or of any demand from one Jew to another, 
as we have been accustomed, not affecting the righto of 

* Chron. Don Pedro. * Ibid. 
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our lord the king" The prince finding ibis to be 
correct, ordered Don Marce de Soterel, abbot of Tiebor, 

aiiU bailiff of Tudela, to execute it'. 

When Abu Said, the usurper of Granada, came in 
1362, with valuable presents, to seek the protection of 
Don Pedro, he and his attendants were lodged in the 
Jewry at Seville. Daring a banquet on the third 
day the Castilians seized them, and all were beheaded 
the next morning; but the Jews were not niulested. 
Alphonso XL, besides his legitimate son, Don Pedro, 
had nme children by Donna Leonora, the beautiful 
young widow of Don Juan de Yelasco. Some died 
young, others fell victuns to the suspicious fears and 
cruelty of the king. Henry, count of Trastemar, the 
eldest oi those that escaped the fury of his brother, 
Don Pedro, became a rallying point for the numerous 
discontented nobles. One of the most sanguinary 
civil wars that ever devastated a country ensued. 
Henry had, in 136G, been declared king by his parti- 
sans; but the principal cities preserved their loyalty 
to their legitimate sovereign. Thus Castile had two 
kings, for Henry had been crowned at Burgos. When 
Don Pedro found he could not defend it, he relieved 
the inhabitants from their allegiance, and Henry was 
acknowledijed ; on which occasion the Jews made him 
considerable presents, for whicli lie was not ungrate- 
ful. At a cortes he held in that city in 1367, the 
following petitions were presented against them: — 

That all cities, towns, and places of the kin^Jom, consider 
thai all ihc evils, misfortuiio.-, iiua Jors, and bunisliments, that 
have hap|>enL'd in past times, were from tlie advice «)f Jews, 
whi) until now have been favourites and oflieers of former 
kings, because they wished liarai and injury to Christians, they 
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therefore beg that wc moy be pleased to i^rdcr, that no J< \v l>c 
physician, oiriccr, or ho\d any post in our houseiiold, nor in tiic 
queen'a my wife» nor in the Xnfaates\ my children ^ 

The king would not grant it, but answered, — 

We consider it richt to grant what is aaked in reason, but 
such a Tef]Uf'st was never made to any other king of Castile. 
And although there aro some Jews employed in our court, 
we shall not appoint tiioni to our council, nor give such powcf 
to them, as that any injury can result to the country. 

The Jews had farmed the arrears of taxes, against 
which a petition was presented; and the answer 
returned was — 

1 would have farmed them for less to Chxifltiaiis, but none 
wanted or applied for them. 

It was also sought to dLpri\ c tliciu of the privilege 
of not being aiTested for debt; but the king replied — 

The some is to be done as in the time of my &ther.' 

A petition from the Jews'"^ for permission to re- 
build the walls of Jaen, Lorca, and Medina Celi, 
which had been much injured, and liable to attack 
from being frontier towns, was granted. 

The rival brothers continued the war with alternate 
success. Henry was lirst driven from Spain. lie 
sought and obtained assistance from France and 
Aragon, by which lie compelled Pedro to quit Castile. 
Ue went to Portugal, but not being well received, 
repaired to Bayonne, and formed an alliance with 
the English, who sent an army tmder the Black 
Prince to assist him. On recovering nearly the whole 
of the kingdom, his conduct made his allies abandon 
him, and leave him to fight his own battles. 

The Jews, who by duty and gratitude owed allegi- 

• Pet, 10. ' Pet. 12. Pet. 18. 
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anoe to Don Pedro, fought bravely in his cause, and 

in defence of the cities that remained feithful to him. 
At Briviesca, jointly with the Moors, they had pos- 
session of the castle, and repulsed the French assailants 
led by Du Guesclin, by throwing boiling water on 
them. It was ultimately taken by storm, and every 
soul put to the sword. Two hundred Jewish fami£es 
arc said to have perished. 

Later, streams of Jewish blood flowed in. the streets 
of Toledo. It sustained a long siege. When taken 
by assault, twelve thousand Jews are said to have 
perished by fire and sword. In the ancient capital of 
the Visigoths, their shops were plundered, and the 
Jewries horribly sacked by the allies and partisans of 
l)on Henry. The descendants of Israel, as loyal 
subjects, rallied round the banners of their legitimate 
soverdgD, and great numbers fell fighting in d^ence 
of their king and country. One-third of Ms army, in 
his last battle near Toledo, consisted of Jews and 
Moors. Pedro, in 1869, at Montreal, fell under the 
fratricidal dagger of Don Henry, who proceeded to 
Burgos. • The Jews offered an obstinate resistance, 
aayiugy they would only deliver up the city to their 
lawful sovereign. On being informed of the death of 
Don Pedro, they obtained iavuurable tenns from 
Don Henry, contrary to the opinion of his allies, who 
would have put all to the sword; but he observed, 
that such devoted loyal subjects ought to be cherished 
and protected. The people bad hoped the Jews 
would have been severely treated by the new sove- 
reign, as their fidelity to Don Pe(b*o liad been highly 
prejudicial to his success; but Henry kucw tiie value 
of such subjects, and sought to conciliate them by 
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kind treatment^ and by acting justly, cause them to 
be as Mthfol to hbn, as they had been to his brother". 

Tlic queen of Navarre, Donna Juana, in 1370, 
ordered that all Jewb coming from Calahora, or 
Castile, should be protected, liich and poor were to 
pay two florins per annuin; and, except the excise on 
meat and wine, were not to be compelled to contribute, 
with the Jewries of the kingdom, the same as other 
Jews; and were not to be subject to excommunica- 
tion or outrage''*. 

The r^resentatious made against the Jews by the 
deputies to the cortes of Toro, held in 1371, is a proof 
of the ill-will of the people towards the Hebrew 
people: — 

As to the favour they intreat, that from the insolence and 
authority of the demies of the faith, paiticularly the Jews, 
in all our kingdoms, as well in our household as in thoee of 
noblemen, estateholders, knights and squires, from the high 
offices and honoun they hold, all Christians have to obey, fear, 
and show them the greatest respect; so that all the councik of 
cities, towns, and places of our kingdoms, and eveiy individual, 
aie slaves, afraid and subjected to the Jews: first, fiom the 
high offices they see them hold in our household snd in the 
houses of the grandees of otir kingdoms, besides, from the 
incomes and posts ihey have, the said Jews, as a wicked and 
daring people, the enemies of God and all Christendom, with 
great insolence commit many wrongs and extortions in such 
manner that every one in our kingdoms, or the greater part 
of tlicm are ruined and driven to despair by the said Jews, 
which they do in contempt of Christians and our Catholic 
faith. Ami since it is onr will that this evil company may 
live in our icingdoms, and our pleasure was, that they, as well 
as Moors, should wear a distinguishing badge, that they may 
live marked and apart from Christians, as God commands, 
and justice and the laws oxdainj besides, that they should 

*> Nomologia. ^ Arch. Nav. Case 86, No. 12. 
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not. hold any post in our household, nor in those of the gnui* 
deesy' knights and squires of our kingdoms., nor wear as good 
and respectable apparel as ihej, nor lide on mules, that they 
may he known among Christians, nor presume to use Chzistian * 
names. 

The king answered — 

We consider it right that they should continue the same, 
as in the time of the kings our predecessors, and our hthsr 
Bon Alphonso.^' 

This proves that the government considered the 
Jews as usefiil subjects, and wished to preserve them 
in the kingdom, and to defend and protect them from 
violence, and that the demands of the people were 
tinjust; yet he was the first Castilian monarch that 
obliged them to wear a badge^ although Popes had 
ordered it long before. 

On a petition " to admit Christian evidence against 

them, he answered, 

That the evidence of Christians shall in no manner be 
received against them without the testimony of a Jew, in regard 
to debts Christians may owe them; but in aU other dvil or 
criminal cases that happen between Christians and Jews, the 
evidence of Christians, if persons of good repute is to be valid. 

In answer to a petition respecting pledges, "the 
king replied, — 

As to what you say, that some Jews in our kingdoms, 
when they were favourites in ihe royal household, obtained 
fiK>m former sovereigns the privilege that if they held any 
thing in pledge or as security, they were not bound to tell 
the name of tlie person they received it from to the owner, 
who was bound to pay tiio Jew the amount he SWOre he had 
advanced on it, which gives rise to many robberies and thefts, 
Ui- ]»i- 'perty pledged could not be recovered until what the 
Jew bwore he had advanced was paid; we order, that the 

» Pet. 2. •* P«t. IS. " Pet. IS. 
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Jew shall be put on hk oat]i» and give up the name of the 
penon he had lecdved it from. 

The Jews by their commeree and industry Juid 
become possessors of almost all the wealth of the 
kingdom. The Gastilians bad pride and a bigoted 
devotion; the Hebrews, talents and money. The 
Christians, in their necessities, were compelled to have 
recourse to them ; althoujrh by their offers they had 
induced the Jews to transgress the laws, they applied 
. to these Cortes to reduce the amount of their debts, 
on which the following order was issued. 

Within three days after the return of the representatives 
to the cities, towns, and places, it shall be pubiislied in the 
principal places of the archbishoprics, bishoprics, etc., that 
all persons indebted to Jews, shall, within fifteen days, pay 
two-thirds of the amount ; and those persons who do not, shall 
have no deduction^ but shall pay the full amount. 

The debts of Christians had so accumulated in the 

reign of Al[)honso, that probably the Jews were glad 
to lose a third on receiving the balance immediately, 
without further trouble. Where the legal interest was 
thirty-three and a third percent, it may be supposed com- 
merce was in a nuserable state, and that the Castilians 
possessed neither capital, speculative energy, nor finan- 
cial resources. 

The Jews had lived unmolested, as will have 
been seen, under the Moorish sovereigns of Spain, 
From a chance events many were killed at Granada 
in 1375. Two men quarreUing obstructed the 
street; and a bystander, in the name of Mahomet, 
begged them to desist, but they continued their noise. 
Isaac Amoni, .the kiug's physician, passing just then 
in his carriage, again requested them to cease, and 

» Fct. 80. 
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the tumult was immediately hushed. The Moors, con- 
sidering their religion insisted by more respect being 
shown to Amoni than the name of the prophet, fell 

upon the Jews, and murdered a nuiBber. Many 
sought an asylum in the Alhambra, where they were 
protected. 

The Jewry of Pamplona paid monthly to the king 
of Navarre, fis. 261 : 4 : 11 ; that of Estella^fls. 119:1:9; 

and that of Tudcla fls. 521 : 7 : 2, in the year 1375. 

A petition'^ against the usury of the Jews was 
again presented to the Cortes of Burgos in 1377, it 
WBS ordered, — 

That the oidimtDce of AlphonBO should be observed; but to 

prevent their usury, no bonds were to be given by Christians 
to Jews, except for the royal taxes and duties. 

The latter part shews, that although their names 
are not recoi-ded, they administeTed the royal revenues. 

Complaint bdng made that some knights, squires, 
and men of rank, bring Jews to live with them, who, 
by their authority, collect the crops, to the great injury 
of the people, and requesting that it might not be 
permitted.** It iiros ordained,— 

That in futuie no Jew could be their almoxarifi, major* 
domos, or hold any offices under them; but we consider it right 
that they may live with them. 

In these reigns many Jews of note were either bom, 

or flourished: — 

Don Joseph ben Macbir — was phydcan to Don Pedro. 
He died in 1362. 

R. MeNATIEN ben ZAKACii — of EstcUu, where all his 
iainily were massacred in 1328; severely wounded, lu; was 
left for dead. At night a soldier, in passing, heard his groans, 
bound up his wounds, and had him cured, K. Menahen then 

^ 8h«betJudah. Arch. Nav. Caae 83, No. S. Pct.2. » Pet. 10. 
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went to Toledo, and from tfaenoe to Aloala, where, on the 
death of B. Jacob Abaleah, he became Chief Babbi* Having 
lost all his property duiing the civil war, Don Samuel 
Abaxbanel of Seville, liberally supplied him duiing the re- 
mainder of his life, which he spent at Toledo, where he died 
in 1374. He dedicated his work ProYieions for Ae Waj," 
on Jewish rites and ceremonies, to his benefactor. 

B. Dayid — of Estella, bom about 1306, was an eminent 
teacher and expounder of the law, and an eloquent preacher. 
His sermons are published under the title of ** The Tower of 
David." He also wrote " The House of God," an ezponfaon 
of the preo^ts; and ** The City Book," an explanation of the 
Jewish ritual institutions. 

R. Abbaham ben Alnakova — who died at Seville in 
1360, was a person of great wealth and consequence; for by 
his epitaph, avc learn " he associated with kings and the coun- 
cillors of the land, and gave lodging ai^d board to all travellers 
that would accept his hospitalil^"^^. 

Don Santo de Carrion — a moral philosopher, and one 
of the most celebrated troubadours in the reign of Don Pedro. 
, In his old. age he abjured Judaism. 

B.MBIB Aldabi — of Toledo, flourished in 1360. He 
wrote an esteemed work, entitled **The Paths of Faith," 
treating on the creation, the formation of man, his &ciilties, 
£uth in the law, future rewards and punishments, the resurrec- 
tion, and the redemption of IsraeL He is supposed by some 
writ^ to be the R. Meir alluded to in the inscription of the 
&med synagogue ol' Toledo; but, judj^ng from his epitaph, it 
is more probable ii aiiuded to iv. Aiuir, the father of Don 
Samuel. 

B. Datid Cohen — of Seville, bom in 1356, much esteemed 
fi>r his knowledge of Hebrew, Latin, Greek, and Arabic. He 
composed an Arabio IXctionaxy in Hebrew characters, arranging 
it in tiie Hebrew alphabetical order, and translated from the 

Appendix, No. 6* 
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Hebiew into Spanish, **The Book of Feai*' of B. Jonak of 
Geiona. 

R. NiSiM liEN ItEUBEN — of Gerona, and chief labbi of 
Barcelona, wrote on the Talmud, and the worka of Al Fez. 
His rabbinical decisions are dated 1349 to 1374; he also prac* 
tised medicine. 

B. YiDAL — -of Tolosa, wrote a work impugning some pas- 
aagea of Al Fez and Maimonides, a oommentaiy on Job, and 
remarks on the book of logic of Abu Achmet AlguzalL He 
died in 1S75. 

R. Moses a Cohen — of Tordesilks, flourished in 1375. 
He wrote a famed controversial work against Christianity, 
under the title of " The Help of Faith." 

B. Mathiab Haizabi — bom at Saragossa about 1370, 
was chief of the Jews in Aiagon. He wrote an esteemed 
commentaiy on the 119th psalm* 

R. Shem Tob ben Isaac Sprot — born at Tudela in 1374, 
was a celebrated philosopher, physician, and talmiidist; under 
the title of the Touchstone, he wrote a polemical work against 
Christianity; " The Garden of FoineL';raiiaLes," explaining the 
allegories of the Talmud; and translated the book of medicine 
of Almanzor. 
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CHAPTER XY. 

John I,^ Joseph Pico. — Prevented leaving Navarre. — 
Cortes ofSaria, — John of CctatUe claims the Crown 
of Portugal, — David Negro saves the King by his 

timely notice. — Cortes of Segovia. — Cortes of Sara- 
gossa . — Laws at Briviesca. — Council of Salainanca, 
— Cortes of Palencia, — Bqrresentation of Seville 
against the Archdeacon of Niehla* 

Is 1379, John succeeded his father. He held a cortes 

at Burgos ; and in the reticulations he there made for the 
royal (Officers and attendunts, he raised the tax of 
t-^velve maravedis, paid by the Jews on each book of 
the law to the liie-gaards, on the first visit of the 
king to a town, as established by Alphonso X., of four 
reals of plate. 

Petitions^ similar to No. 18 and 19, presented to 
the cortes of Toro in 1371, were again presented to 
this, to which the king returned the same answer as 
his father. While the king was at Buigos^ the Jews 
artfully obtained firom him an order for the execution 
of Joseph Pico, who was receiver-general of the Al- 
cavales, and high treasurer of the kingdom. He was 
opulenti and a person of consideration among his 
people. From the posts he held, he exercised great 
authority and influence. Historians record no crime 
of him, but attribute it to the envy and jealousy of the 
chief men of his nation. Joseph was tranquilly at 

* Pet. 2S, 24. 
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home, secure from such an event, when he was seized, 
led to execution, and his house destroyed. From the 
haste with which the royal executioner performed his 
office, he is supposed to have been deceived or bribed. 
The king discovering that lie hud been imposed on, 
had the guilty j)arties punished, and deprived the 
Jews of the privilege they enjoyed of taking cogni- 
sance of criminal cauaea where diey might inflict the 
punishment of death. 

Charles II., of Navarre, imposed a tax of five sous 
per livre, on all landed property that had been sold 
or mortgaged to Christians by Jews, within the last 
fifty years, according to the ordinance* 

Inasmuch as, long amce, it vrm ordmned, {»ohibited, and 
forbidden, for any Ghria^an or Moor to presume to purchase, 
or aooept as a gift or alienation, any landed property whatever 
fiom Jews without Hoense of the kiiig.^ 

The king gave as a reason for it, that many Jews 
had quitted his kingdom, by which the revenue had 
fallen off, and the taxes diminished daily.' It is to 
be inferred from this, that the reason for prohibiting 
the purchase of landed property from them, was to 
prevent their quitting the country. 

Pedro Alphonso a convert from Judaism had falsely 
asserted that the Jews, in their prayersy duly invoked 
maledictions on Christians ; which induced the long — 
although he always calls them ^' ours and belonging 
to us," and ordered that they should be guarded and 
protected, as in time of his predecessor — to issue the 
following decree, at the cortes of Soria, in 1380. 

1. — Wlicreas we have been informed, that the Jews arc 
commanded by their books and other writings of the Talmud, 
* Arch. Nftv. CaM 37, No. 27. « Ibid., No. 28. 

M 
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daily to say the prayer against iieretics, which is said standing, 
wherein they curse Christians and churches, -sve strictly 
command and forbid any of them, hercaiter, to say it, or have 
it written in their rituals or any other books ; and those that 
have it wxitten in the said books, are to erase and cancel it in 
auch msDner as not to be legible, ^ hich is to be done within 
two montbs a^r the publication hereof; and any one who 
saysoT responds to it, shall publicly reodve one hundred 
lashes. And if it be found in his bzeviaij or other book, he 
18 to be fined one thousand maiavedis; and if he eannot pay 
the fine, one hundred lashes axe to be given to him. And 
fiirthermore, be it known, we shall proceed severely against 
them, the same as against persons that curse the Christian 
religion. 

2. — Furdiermore, as the Jews have been accustomed to 

choose their Rabbis and other judges among themselves, em- 
powering them to decide all causes that come before them, 
whether civil or criminal, which it is a great sin to authorise 
and permit; for according to the words of the prophets tlicy 
were deprived of all power and liberty on the coming of uur 
Lord Jesus Christ. And as many injuries and much harm 
accrue to our kingdoms, and to all Christians of our do- 
minions and the commonalty therefirom, by their Jewries gene- 
rally and In particular. For this reason we ordain and com- 
mand that henceforward it shall not he permitted for any Jews 
of our kingdoms, whether rabbis, elders, chiefs, or any other 
persons that now are, or shall be hereafter, to interfere to judge 
any criminal cause to which death, loss of limb, or banishment 
is attached; but they may dedide all civil causes that appertain 
to them according to iheir religion. Criminal cases shall be 
tried by one of the Alcaldes, chosen by the Jews in ihe towns 
and places of iheir respective jurisdictions. But, whereas the 
sud Jews are ours, it is our pleasure ihat the appeals of said 
criminals, whether belonging to the Seigniories or any other 
places whatever, shall be brought before our court. This is to 
be understood for those criminal cases that have hitherto been 
tried by the said Jews. And if anj^ cause has been decided 
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contrary hereto, wc order that the sentence be null, and that 
no alcalde, judcrc, or other person, undertake to execute it, 
under the penalty of six thousand maravedis each. And if any 
act- or ordinance contain anythmg contrary hereto, we com- 
mand that it be not executed, nor is it to be yalid. And if, 
thereby, any penalty or fine is inflicted, we order that it be 
annulled. 

3.*-> Furthermore, whereas we are informed, that the Jews 
. make some persons as well as Moors, Tartars, and other seots 
converts to Judaism, by oircumcbing them, and by oiher oere- 
monies; all of which is a disparagement and contempt of our 
religion. Therefore we ordidn, command, and forbid that it 
be done hereafter, in any manner. And should any Jew or 
Jewess do it, they shall become our slaTcs; and those persons 
who are converted firom any other religion to theirs, shall be 
treated as we may be pleased to order. 

On a petition* that Christians might not be per- 
mitted to nurse the children of Jews or Moors, nor 
reside with them \ the King decreed : — 

That any Christian nurong the child of a Jew or Moor 
should be fined «x hundred maravedis to the Exchequer ; but 

they may live with them, that they may have people to culti- 
vate their land, and to accompany them from one place to 
another; otherwise they might be ill treated or murdered. 

After ihe assassinatioii of Peter the Cruel) by Hmty 
of Trastemar, Ferdinand of Portugal, as a legitimate 

descendant of Sancho IV., laid claim to tlic crown of 
Castile, in preference to the bastard of Alphonso XL 
A coalition of the Spanish sovereigns was formed, but 
broken by the politic Henry, and Ferdinand was left 
alone to assert Ms nght; through the mediation of 
Pope Urban A I., a peace was ultimately concluded. 
By the treaty, Donna Beatrice, daughter of Ferdinand, 
was engaged to the second son of Henry. John, losing 

« Pet. 11. 
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his queen, offered his hand to Donna Beatrice, as the 
tender age of Ferdinand would have delayed her 
marriage for many years. By this treaty, if the king of 
Portugal died without male issue, his eldest daughter, 

Donna I Beatrice, was to succeed him, and her husband, 
the king of Castile, might style himself king of 
Portugal^ but the government was to be vested in the 
Dowager Queen Donna Leonora, during her lifetime; 
or until Donna Beatrice and her husband had a child 
fourteen years of age, who should then leave his par- 
ents and assume tlie government and title of king of 
Portugal. On the death of Ferdinand shortly after, 
In 1383, John laid claim to it in right of bis wife, and 
hb Tiews were favoured by the widowed Donna 
Leonora. He marched an army into Portugal to en- 
force it, iur the Portuguese always bore a hatred to 
Castilian dominion, and had raised John, master of 
the order of Avis, a bastard brother of their deceased 
sovereign, to the vacant throne: he was John L of 
Portugal. This digression was necessary, from the 
two kings having the same names and designations. 

John of Castile was with his army at Santarem, 
when the chief rabbi of Portugal died. Donna 
Leonora hastened to meet him, to ask for the place, 
which was a post of the highest honour and gave 
unbounded power over the Jews, for her friend 
Don Judah, a wealthy and highly respected man, who 
had been high treasurer to her husband Don Ferdi- 
nand. The king excused himself and gave it to his 
queen Donna Beatrice for Don David l^egro, also a 
friend to the late king. Donna Leonora, a proud im- 
perious woman, considered herself insulted at being 
refused the first favour she asked from the king, for 



Digitized by Google 



1384.] LAWS UABB AT SBQOVU. 165 

whom she had done so much; and to her subsequent 

conduct in a great measure may be attributed his loss 
of the crown of Portugal.' 

A monk in the city of Coimbra, where the king 
then was, who was a great friend of l)on David and 
who carried messages between the disaffected and the 
insurgents, wrote confidentially to him to retire irithin 
the city with his family, and he would find a mode to 
place him out of danger. The monk afterwards called . 
on him, when he enquired the meaning of the note. He 
told him some disturbance might take pkoe when the 
city was given up ; and he learnt from him that on acer- 
tain night when Count Gonsalez sent to say they were 
ready, a trumpet was to be blown in tlie city, as a 
signal that the count was without with the people. 
Don David informed the king oi the whole plan: he 
could scarcely believe it, but the Queen did; by 
this timely notice it was frustrated and rendered 
abortive.* 

The produce of the tax of five sous per livre, on 
landed property, sold by Jews and Moors to Christians, 
or by Jews to Moors, after the great mortality by the 
plague, in the towns of Tudela, Cortes, Brunei, Mon- 
teagudo, Cascante, Corella, Cinteonigo, Fustinani, and 
CalianiUas, amounted in 1384 to fls.2221 :0:4. • 

In that year, John framed some new laws at Segovia. 
The three following concerned the Jews and Moors: — 

Jews and Moors shall not be permitted publicly to work» 
or Bcll anything, ur cuhivatc tlieir lands, on Sundays and 
Ciuistian holidays; but in their houses they may, provided it 
is done without noise, and not exposed to view.'' 

That Jews aud Moors arc not to live or associate with 
Ghristiaos.^ 

• Cbroii. Joai) 1. • Idem. ' Law '2. , • Law 5. 
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That one-third is to be deducted from debts due to Jews 
and Moors, and the balance is to be paid half at Midsummer, 
and half at Christmas, 1385: those overdue are to be paid half 
in nine months, and half dx months after. Persons not paying 
at the periods fixed, are not to have the benefit of this law.^ 

The next cortes met at Sai agossa in 1385. * A num- 
ber of petitions were presented ag^st them. The 
following will shew their tenor: — 

We answer, that Christians do right not to live with Jews 
or Moors, either for hire or otherwise; nor shall Qhristians 
nurse their children. Persons that transgress this ordinance, 
shall be publicly whipped in the place where it happens. Any 
person may give information. And we order our justices to 
make cnc^uiiy, should no one inform, and in£ict the punish- 
ment.*** 

We answer .that, it is our pleasure, that the ordinances 
made at Soria, by which no Jew or Moor should be Almoxarif 
to us, our queen, the infantas, our brothers, or to any person 
holding olHcf! in our household. Now to please our subjects, 
we consider it just to observe and fulfil the same, as they re- 
quest. And should any Jew or Moor act contrary, their pro- 
perty shall be confiscated, and they shall receive such coipoial 
punishment as we may think iit.*^ 

That, as we cancelled one-third of debts due to Jews and 
Moors in the cortes of Segovia, and granted time for the pay- 
ment of the two-thirds, which will be highly prejudicial to 
them, it would be against our interest and reodpto to go fiu^ 
iher; but where usury can be proved against them, they shaU 
refund it to the owner.** 

That Jews and Moors lend on pledges; and when the 
owner wishes to redeem ihem they demand more than ihe 
amount lent, with the interest due, and re&se to restore the 
pledge. To our great injury, they are believed on their oath; 
for, although there is no truth in them, they get what they 
demand. We therefore ask, that two or three Christian wit- 
nesses shall be believed on their oaths.*' 

» Law 19. » Pel. 3. " Pet, 9, » Pet. la » Frt. 11. 
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That Jews kave privil^s on bonds drawn up between 
Christians and Jews by notaries; but if there should not be 
the testimony of a Jew against the Jew, the contract is void. 
We therefore beg, that, should there be no Jew witness, the 
testimony of three Ghiistian witnesses shall be suf&cient.*^ 

To these two petitions, we answer, ihat, as the kings, our 
piedeoessors, suspected, tfaat^ from the enmity Christians bote 
against Jews and HoorB» they would not giye true testimony 
against them for debts, or in dvil cases, they granted them 
the privilege, that oaths of Christians should not be believed 
against them, without the conoboralaYe testimony of a Jew or 
Moor. We intend to continue to observe the same. 

That Jews and Moois have the privilege, that if an article, 
stolen from a Christian, be found in their possession, they are 
not bound to give up the person they received it from. We 
beg, iLat in such cases, they shall be subject to the same penal- 
ties as receivers of stolen goods. 

It is our pleasure, that the said privilege be rescinded; and 
that Jews and Moors be liable to the same as Christians. 

As Jews and Moors claim payment from Christians of 
bond? from ten to twelve years' date, which arc cancelled from 
the length of time, and the chiefs of places order them to be 
paid, we beg that they be declared null and void.^® 

The ordinance made at Alcala by our grandfather, Don 
Alphonso, is to be observed. 

That Jews and Moors be not permitted to have separate 
collectors for the recovery of their debts, as they charge ten 
per cent; but that the collectiou be remitted to the ordinary 
tribunals*" 

There is no harm in Jews and Moors having separate col- 
lectors; but they shall not charge more than six per cent, as 
was usual and cnstomaiy; and in places where the charge has 
been less, that only is to be paid. 

That Jews and Moors be not permitted to have separate 
Alcaldes." 

It is our pleasure that the same be pxadased as hitherto. 
^ Pet. 12. " Pet. 13. « Pet. 14. " Pet. IS. » Pet. 17. 
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The number of taxpayers at Tudela in 1386, being 
redaced from five handred to less than two hundred, 
from their general poverty, Charles II. of Navarre 
remitted the sum of four hundred and eighty-one 
llvres tliey owed for taxes.^* 

At Briviesca, in ldS7, some laws were established. 
The two following were the only ones that concerned 
the Jews and Moors. 

No work is to be performed on Sundays, under the penalty 
of thirty maravcdi^: onc-tliinl to tlie informer, and one-third 
to the chuivli. and one-tliirtl tu the king; but Jews and Moors 
may quietly work in their houses.^ 

None of our subjects j-liull presume to keep Jews or Moors 
that are not slaves in their houses; lia they are not to have 
authority over Christians; nor is association with them per- 
mitted, according to law, except mcdi al men, when required. 
Persons of whatever rank or condition vvlio aet contrary, shall 
be fined six thousand maravedis to the Exchequer, a third of 
which shall be given to the informer. And we forbid Jewa 
and Moors to have Christian servants to live with them, under 
the penalty that their persons and property be at our difiposal; 
a third of the latter to be for the informer.^' 

The lar<:^e fine shews they were generally employed 
by the nobles and grandees, in high posts in their 
households. 

The council that assemhled at Palenda in 1388, 
confirmed the act of the council of Salamanca— 

Kespecting the Jews living in Jewries; but permitted Jews 
and Moors, who were merchants, traders, or mechanics, to 
have shops, warehouses, booths, stalls, and workshops in the 
streets and public places of the cities and towns where they 
resided ; provided the domiciles for tlieir wives and families were 
within the Jewry, to which they were to retire at night. 
Chnstians were not to dwell within the quarters assigned to 

» Arch. Nav. Case 42, No. 1 0. » Law 7. «» Law 17. 
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Jews and Moon; and those that resided within them, were to 
jemove therefrom within two months after the publication of 
this decree in the cathedral; and if they did not, were to be 
compelled by ecclesiastical censure.^ 

The reason the council assigns for it is — 

Becanse we know many injuries to the bodies, and dangers 
to the souk of ChnstianB, have resulted firom their intercourse 
with Jews. 

A cortes was also held the same year at Palencis^ 
to which a petition^ was again presented against their 
iisnriesi to which the following answer was retained — 

They inform us, that they have suffered such great injury 
from being heavily taxed, that they have daily borrowed 
money from the Jews, and given bonds for twice and thrice 
tlic amount, and beg to repay the principal only. 

The answer of the king was — 

When it can be proved to have been usurious, the capital 
only is to be repaid as requested; but if the Jew can prove the 

correctness of tho LriinsacUoii, the full amount to be paid ; 
but if no proof can be adduced, it isom- will that one third be 
deducted, and time be given for the payment of the balance, 
until Midsummer, 1389. If not then paid, the benefit of this 
law is forfeited; which is only for debts, contracts, and bonds 
made with Jews from 1387 to the present date. 

To the honour of the town ooundl of Seville^ it 
complained to the king of the conduct of Femandes 

Martinez, the archdeacon of Niebla, who, with mure 
zeal than prudence, by his sermons incited the people 
against the Jews. The laws made for their protection 
had not provided against such attacks; prohablj 
imagining that, however great the rancour church- 
men bore towards the descenduiits of Israel, the pul- 
pit was not the place whence their hatred should be 

■ Agtiim. • Pet, 6. 
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preached to the tumultuous and sanguinary populace. 
The king had not sufficient couraE^c to repress it. His 
answer to the judicious representation of the council 
was, that he would send to see; for, although the 
archdeacon's zeal was holy and good, he should he 
careful not to excite the people by his sermons and 
discourses." 

Deeds afterwards proved the ''''sanctity and good- 
ness" of the archdeacon's intemperate zeal. Want 
of eneigy on the part of the king, and his remaining 
pasave in the prospect of the horrors and butcheries 
about to be perpetrated, emboldened the unchristianlike 
churchman in a short time, by his sermons, to raise the 
populace to dye their hands in the blood of the un- 
fortunate Jews. The king did not live to see tTie dire 
e:flfects of his pusillanimity; he was throwii from his 
horse, and killed in October, 1390. In this year, 
R. Solomon Levi, a native of Burgos, at the age of forty 
abjured Judaism. After being archdeacon of Triveno, 
and bishop of Carthagena, he became bishop of 
Burgos, and is commonly known by the name of 
Paul of Burgos. He proved an inveterate enemy 
to the Hebrew people. He states, that the Jews held 
the principal posts in the palaces of kings, and the 
households of grandees; that in consequence vassals, 
however Christian they might be, shewed them the 
greatest respect and veneration, which was i]]|jurious 
to simple souls, as they readily adopted the errors of 
their superiors and persons in power.** 

^ Scrut. Scrip, par. 2, ch. 26. 
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CHAPTEK XVI. 

Hmry IIL — Biat at SeviUe, — Massacre ai Palma. — 
Jetories of Cordova^ Toledo,, BurgoSy Vateneia, Bar- 

celo?ia, etc. attacked and plundered. — The come- 
quences. — Anecdote of Queen Leunora^ ofHefnry. 
His Physicians, — StaM of the Jews in S^isi ai the 
end of the 15^ Centiury, 

Hbkby in. was only eleven years of age at the death 

of his father; six noblemen had been named by him 
as guardians of his son and regents of the khigdom; 
they summoned a cortes to Madrid. The Jews who 
had repaired to that capital to fsism the royal revenues, 
of whidi the laws were unable to deprive them, com« 
plained to it of the sufferings of llieir brethren at 
Seville. 

The archdeacon, encouraged by the conduct of the 
late king, and the dissendons among the regents, who 
were att^ding solely to thdr private interests, des- 
cended firom the pulpit of the cathedral to preach his 

inflammatory sermons in the streets of the Andalusian 
capital. His themes were the obstinate adherence of 
the descendants of Israel to the religion oi their fore- 
fathers, and the injury done to the state by their 
usuries and commerce; he harangued with so much 
force, that the enraged populace, giving vent first to 
invectives, then carried their hatred against them to 
the utmost excess. The cause of this attack had been 
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previously arranged, the combustible matter only 
required tbe li;;}ited torch to be applied to raise an 

unquenchable flume. The town council, wliich had 
complained of the archdeacuu s intemperate conduct, 
had not taken a single precautionary measure to pre- 
vent the horrible scenes of carnage that ensued. The 
opposition of the ecclesiastical chapter served to raise 
more and more the indiscreet zeal of the fanatic priest. 
At the commencement, the people had listened to his 
sermons with indiiibrence ; but finding it was sought 
to &vour the Jews, they took part in the question : 
they applauded the intolerant preachy ; they assembled 
in the public squares, and then spread themselves 
through the city, heaping insults and menaces on the 
Jews, who were soon oLli^^cd to shut thenl^^elves within 
their Jewries; but neither there were they resj)ected. 
Justice in the meanwhile sought to quell the riot. 
The Count de Niebla and Don Alvar Perez de Guzman, 
the high constable of the city, hastened to where the 
greatest tumult prevailed. Tlicy seized two of the 
most furious, and had them publicly whipped as a 
warning and example to the rest. Far from appeasing, 
the punishment irritated more the ungovernable mob; 
the arms tinged with Jewish blood were turned against 
the count and his assistants; thdr lives were exposed 
to the greatest danger; they saved tliemselves only 
by releasing the prisoners, and abandoning the unequal 
contest. This happened on Ash Wednesday, 1391. 
The rioters, having rescued their friends, seemed paci- 
fied; and for a time the city enjoyed that calm which 
is the presage of a storm. 

The 6th »Tuiic daw ned, crowds were seen hastening 
in a continual torrent towards the Jewries, which 
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were attacked in all quarters; the exterminating steel 
spared neither age nor sex ; those that implored mercy, 
or that sought to escape, were alike murdered ; 4,000 
Israelites perished in that dreadful slaughter. Amidst 
the yells of the savage mob and tlie groans of the 
dying, was heard the voice of the archdeacon, encou- 
raging them in those honihle scenes of carnage and 
extermination. 

These were th(i coinplaints made by the farmers of 
the royal revenues to the national representatives, in 
the name of the violated laws, the outrages the council 
of government was call^ on to suppress, created by 
a long whose indifTerence had been the principal cause 
of them. The Cortes of Castile, less prejudiced than 
the multitude, and more desirous of justice than the 
late king had been, heard with horror the relation of 
such sanguinary deeds. Duty to the world and their 
own consciences, imposed on them the obligation to 
apply promptly the desired reinedy to so many evils. 
They despatched judfres with the titles of Priors^ a 
title then having great authority, to proceed to Seville 
and the other towns of that kingdom, where the flame 
of insurrection had spread, to punish severely the 
seditious and abettors of those crimes. But, notwith- 
standing the researches made, the intef^rity and recti- 
tude of the judges, and the strict orders of govern- 
ment, they gained no information, but imprisoned and 
punished the archdeacon, as an example and warning 
to others not to cause riots under the colour of piety. 

Two of the synagogues within the Jewry of Seville 
were converted into parochial churches, under the 
names of Santa Cruz and Santa Maria la Blanca. The 
Jews were now reduced to a single Jewry, known at 
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preset by the name of St. Bartholomew's. It required 
great peneverance and resignalion in thoae that escaped 
with life, and aU the mergy and industiy thqr were 
soBceptible of, to replace in some measQie the seyere 

losses they had sustained. The Christians, on the 
contraiy, rich with plu:i(ler, and flushed witli their 
double victory, ocMdaideriiig they had peribrmed a 
meritorious act, increased their wealth. 

At Pahna, the dvil anthoritieB and noblea endea- 
▼onred in vain to i-u press the violence of the bigoted 
iaturiated mob. Many were murdered by the island- 
ers, who vied with their continental brethren in 
enriching themselves by the plunder of the unfor- 
tunate Israelites'. 

This fatal impunity had, and neoessarily would 
have, the most deplorable consequences. Little more 
than a year had elapsed. On the oth August, the 
Jewries of Cordova, Toledo, Burgos, and Valencia 
were attacked by the j^pulace, plunderin g nnd sack- 
ing the numerous houses and idiopB^ and ktUing all 
who oflfered the least lesistance. It is thus described 
by Dr. Lozauo : — 

The people went so riotously and lesolutely to each of these 
places, so eager for plunder, so prepossessed by the voice of 
the archdeacon, that they might conscientiously rob and kill 
that people, without respect to the laws, or fear of judges or 
miniiters, jd-undering, robbing, and muidering, that it was 
horrifying* Evexy city was that day a Troy. The shrieks, 
lamentafionB, and groans of those who saw themselyes ruined 
sad destroyed without a crime being much pitied by those 
not concerned in the deed, the rage and cruelty increased. 
They only acted mercafitlly, and spared the lives and properties 
of those who desired to become Christians, and cried out for 
baptism, a wrong determination, under tlie cloak of religion. 

' Hist, de Malorca. 

IPpiizeo 
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It was the cause of innumerable errors; for many Jews, seeing 
tiiat they could escape by being baptised, asked for it, while 
their predilection was always for their sect, so that apparently 
Christians they daily Judaised. 1 inally, notwithstanding the 
judges proceeded to institute inquiries, and punish, it was use- 
less, for it seemed highly improper to chastise or destroy a cityj 
or « whole town, to restore and save a Jewij, and the more so, 
where the riot was caused under the pretext of religion, and 
maintained by the aichdeaoon as being rightly done^. 

Bd iheir mad rage, they wanted, in like manner, 

to attack the Moors, but were restrained, by the fear 
of the Cliristians in their hands meeting a similar fate 
from their Saracen masters. 

At Barcelona, and in many towns of Aragon, they 
experienced the same fate. The duke of Montblanc 
-was at Valencia, preparing the expedition for Sicily, 
but was unable to prevent the riot. Eleven thousand 
Jews are said to have received baptism in that city, 
and as many as two hundred thousand in the kingdoms 
of Castile and Aragon. This dreadful persecution led 
a number of the Hebrew people to quit Spain. As no 
part of Europe offered a secure asylum for them, many 
emijrrated to Africa. At this period, the first settle- 
ment of the Jews at Algiers took place. The Jewries 
were completely ruined. Justice had been defied, and 
all rights had been trampled on. The ChristiaD people^ 
who had been goaded to unmerciful rage against the 
Jews, perceived not, that in destroying their industry 
and overturning the means fully developing it, they 
brought on themselves the charges that had previously 
been divided between them, and suffocated in blood 
the germs of prosperity and success. What became of 
the numerous looms of Toledo and Seville? Where 
were the extensive and rich markets in which the 

' Iteyes Nuevos de Toledo. 
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Hebrews wnn housed all the valuable productions of 
tlie East and West; wheix' the silks of Pereia and 
DamascttS, tbe skins of Morocco, and the Arabian 
jewelleiy competed? They burnt their well-stocked 
shops in the bazaars of Valencia, Toledo, Burgos, and 
Seville. Their streets became desolate and deberted. 
The revenues of the king and church suffered greatly, 
us is shewn by the history of the celebrated chapel of 
the Reyes Nuevos of the ancient Gothic capital. When 
Henry II. raised that sumptuous mausoleum for him- 
self and family, he had endowed the chaplains with 
part of the contributions paid by the Hebrews of 
Toledo. The almost total ruin of that Jewry had caused 
the hopes of its founder to vanish. His perfect reliance 
on the exactitude of the Jews, and the security of the 
payments, had induced him to provide its revenue out 
of the Jewry; but by this destruction, Henry IJl. was 
deprived of the means of supporting the royal chapel. 

The Jews, nevertheless, collected the remains of the 
dreadful wreck. Kesigning themselves to their mis- 
fortune, they thought only of reconstructing the shat- 
tered vessel, ever exposed to destruction, and to be 
agitated by furiuas storms. In the great and con- 
tinual wants of the Spanish monarchs, when the 
Moorish wars drained their treasuries, and the taxes 
and contributions were inadequate to the eispense, the. 
coffers of the Jews were ever open to them; yet 
among the means they considered ad^nsable to remedy 
the sad catastrophe, Avas to appeal to the generosity 
and clemency of the grandees, promising further taxes 
and tribute to secure their protection. 

The Queen Donna Leonora, the first wife of Henry 
III., was much praised for her charitable acts^ with 
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her own hands she distributed a large portion of her 
income to the needy. From the protecting hand she 

extended to the Christian poor, she inspired so much 
respect and coniidence in the Jews, that to enable her 
to continue her benevcdence and to gain her protec- 
tion, they offered her a 6am from the Jewries, which 
she refused, saying, she never would ask a supply 
^m them, lest they might privately curse her/' 

The guardians and regents, by dilapidation and 
rapacity, had so impoverished the treasury, that the 
following anecdote is related of the king. 

Henry, not to burden his vassals, practised the 
utmost frugality and most rigid economy. Returning 
home one evening without having any thing to eat, 
nor money, jewels, or credit to purchase the meanest 
food, while the grandees were prodigally spending 
their ill-acqnired wealth in sumptuous entertainments, 
he had to dispose of his clunk to procure a miserable 
meal. On that same night a supper was prepared at 
the archbishop of Toledo's, where every delicacy and 
hizuiy was in the greatest profusion. Henry being 
infoxxned of it, but not bdieving all he heard, resolved 
to witness it. In disguise he went to the festive hall, 
and mixing with the numerous attendants, he noticed 
there had been no exaggeration, and he was struck with 
the audacity of the guests, boasting of the wealth they 
had amassed by their peculation. The next day he 
^summoned them to appear before him. On their being 
assembled, he entered complLtely armed, with his 
.drawn sword. Addressing himself to the archbishop, 
he asked him how many kings he had raised in Spain. 
*'Sire,'' answered the prelate, your grandfother, your 
father, and yourself/' Although so young," replied 

N 
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tiie kmg, ^ I have known twenty where there should 
only be one; it is time that I ^onld be sole, and all 

the others perish." He then made a signal, on which 
the soldiers he had prepared appeared, together with 
the executioners, block, axe, and ropes. The gran- 
dees alarmed, threw themselves at his feet, imploring 
his clemency, and placing their persons and property 
at his disposal. Henry generously grraited them their 
lives, but exacted a strict acconnt of their adminis- 
tration of the public treasury during his minority, 
forcing them, to refund the sums they had appropriated 
to themselves; to give up for the benefit of the royal 
patrimony the enormous pensions they had received ; 
and to surrender the castles and fortresses they had 
taken possession of. ' 

It is not surprising after this, that, notwithstanding 
the laws and the decrees of councils, the kings of 
Castile employed Jews in offices of trust in preference 
to Christians. They found the former possessed, from 
their commercial habits, of more talent for the adminis- 
tralion of finance; and although they might enrich 
themselves by the lucrative posts they held, they had 
not the ambition of the latter, who sought to aggran- 
dize themselves at the expence of the people and of 
the crown, against which they were frequently in 
open rebellion. 

Henry fanned the royal revenues to Jews. Hisdiief 
physician was the unfortunate R. Meir Algudes, who 
was chief rabbi of the Jews of Castile, a man of great 
learning and experience, and a great favourite with 
the king: he translated the ethics and maxims into 
Hebrew. R. Meir Benshudiany an eminent physidan 
of Toledo, also attended him, as well as R. Moses 

^ Anquetila, His Universal. 
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Zanal, a finagment of whose tombstone was discovered 
afewyeanba^k^atCannoiia. Henry is termed « The 
Sickly in Spanish history, for, from his infancy he 
never enjoyed good health, which accounts for the num- 
ber of his physicians. The clergy incited the people 
agwnst the Jews ; and, in consequence of a sermon 
preached in the cathedral of Seville on the sabjeet of 
the new synagogues they were permitted to build to 
replace some of those destroyed or taken from them 
of late years, there were riots in various parts of Spain. 
Alany Jews fell victims to the popular fury; others, 
to avoid this persecution, were baptized. 

Pl!eviou8 to detailing the persecutions the desc^d- 
ants of Israel experienced in the fifteenth century in 
Spain, to which the horrid scenes perpetrated at the 
instigation of the archdeacon of Ecija had been the pre- 
lade, it ni»y be necessary to review the state of the 
Hebrew people and their adversaries at this period. 
Ckxistant complaints were made of the usury of the 
Jews ; but the Castilians were so accustomed to apply 
to tiiem when they wanted money, that they were 
the first to infringe the laws and ordinances. They 
could neither equip themadves for war, nor aow or 
cultivate their land without pecuniary advances. 
Government, continually occupied with wars, was in- 
capable of providing for agriculture. It shewed itself 
indulgent while that class ruined itself by borrowing. 
The Jews became rich and wealthy, while the people 
became impoverished. In revenge, they inceasantly 
sought to excite the king against the Hebrews, and 
under the most fsJse pretexts to draw persecution on 
them. 

Whan the judges coolly examined the case, the 



Digitized by Google 



180 



BmUBS or THB JEWS. [1400. 



nnpostim of their aocmers wm Bomedmea diioovrnd, 
and tiie innooenoe of the Jews dearly estaUished ; bat 

they were not always fortunate in meeting wWi 
ma^strates free from popular prejudices; and judges 
frequently allowed themselves to Ije iiilluenced by the 
elamom of an infuriated mob. What tended also to 
exasperate the people against them was^ the ostentation 
of Iheir wealth, in their rich dresses, and the jewels 
and gold their wives and daughters displayed, while 
their Christian neighbours could only clothe them- 
selves in the eoarsest materials. This naturaUy created 
jealonsy and envy. This odinm was inereased by the 
ftnatlcism, bigotry, and intemperate seal of some of 
the clergy, but more particularly of the Dominican 
friars, an institution that from its origin seemed to 
have been formed for the destruction of the Hebrew 
people, for its monks demonstrated on eveiy ooeasion 
their hatred against the descendants of IsraeL 

There was another class of men that did them the 
greatest injury and were their bitterest foes. These 
were the Jews who having apostatised from the religion 
* of their fathers, and having obtained power by ecclesias- 
tical dignities, were despised by thebr former brethren* 
They repaid this contempt by the grossest Msehoods, 
representing their ancient rites (although instituted 
centuries previous ) as inimical to Christianity, and 
their observers as the avowed enemies of Christians. 
It is not then suiprising that an ignorant populace, 
accustomed to warfare, should be found ever r^y to 
imbrue their hands in Jewish blood, where plunder was 
the reward, and the hard-earned wealth of their mur- 
dered victims was indiscriminately appropriated to 
themselves, under the sanction of those whose duty 
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it to pseftch ^^peaoe and goodwill to all maa- 
kind." 

But the sovereigns of Spain found their talents so 
useful and indispensable, that, notwithstanding the 
decrees of councils and the laws they themselves 
enacted to meet the demands of the pec^e, they em- 
pl < >yed ihem as collectors and reoeiyeis of the revenues 
and taxes, as physicians, and in every important 
office of trust and responsibility. 

The monarchsi from their continual wars with 
thar neighbours and the Moors, were ever in want of 
means for prosecuting them. The Jews alone, of 
all thm subjects, could assist their wants by farming 
certain portions of the taxes and revenue. 

Such was the state of the Jews at the commence- 
ment of the last century, in which they were per- 
mitted to reside within the Spanish dominions. 



CHAPTER XVIL 

Cortes of Madrid. — Regency of John IL — Ordinanee 
of the Regent, — Vincent Ferrer, — The ancient Syna- 
gogue of Toledo converted into a Church, — False 
Aceuaation agemat Don Meir Algudea, — Another 
False AeeusoMon at Segmna.— Learned Men and cde- 
braUd Physicians, 

In 1401, K. Joseph Ora Buena, chief Rabbi of the Jews 
of Navane, was appointed physician to Charles III. 
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The synagogue of Tudek fequiring repair, tha king contri- 
buted towuds it 180 litres, wbidiflain the Jewxy ww indebted 
fi» texei.1 

Henry III., as b(_'fore stated, had been obliged to 
make use of their services ; but he was not inclined to 
be friendly towards the Jews, as is demcmstrated by 
the laws enacted at the Cortes of Madrid in 1405, in 
answer to petitions. 

From the representations made to us, that Jews, aTaiUng 
themselves of privileges formerly granted them, lend on usury, 
contrary to the laws of Don Alphonso, my great-gia&d&ther, 
and Don Hemy/my giand&ther, by the advice of our counoO, 
irom this day we hereby annul and revoke the same; and 
order that no judge or other offioer in all our kingdoms and 
domimons, permit any contract or bond to be given or granted 
that bears interest, as it is represented to us as being contnuy to 
the kw of God; and prektes are to excommunicate all peisont 
giving them. 

But tiiat J ews may be enabled to maintain themselves in 
our dominions, and liavc tlie means of living comfortably as 
holy church orders, — for, according to the prophets, they are 
to turn to our holy faith and be saved, — they may possess and 
purchase for themselves and their heirs, landed property within 
the boundaries of all the cities, towns, and places in our royal 
domains, to the value oi 30,000 maravedis to the northward, 
or 20,000 to the southward of the Douro ; and they may 
have houses of thdr own, in addition to those they may now 
possess; they may also purchase to the same amount within the 
juiisdiction of the abbacies, lordships, and seignioiies, with the 
permission of the proprietors of the same* 

And whereas Jews and Mooit chaige more than they lend, 
iheyare not to drawlnUs, or take bonds from Ghristiansb coun- 
cils, or corporations, iar money, bread, wine, or oil, either as a 
loan, purchase, sale, or deposit; but in all aslea and puichases, 
the price of the arlade sold or bou^t, for which the eontnkct 
•or bond would be made, is to be paid Ibr immediately; and if, 

' Arch. Nav. p. 6, No. 24, 30. 
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in contravention hereof, any bond or obHgatioa is given, it is 
of itself void; and no judge, magistnte, archer, or other digni- . 
tazjy 'ahall reoogniae the same or have them paid or enforced* 

And any notary of our kingdoms who ahall presume to draw 
np, or order snob contract or bo^d to be drawn up, by the act 
fiwfats his offices snd such documents, bonda^ eta, are null and 
Toid. 

But if a Jew or Moor sell any moveable or immoveable pro> 

pert J to a Christian, and the same is to be received and paid for 
as before said, should the Jew or Moor require a document in 
testimony thereof, to secure tlie contract, and in proof of said 
sale or purchase, it may be made, provided it contains no obli- 
gation to pay at any future fixed period. 

We order and command this ordinance to be fully observed, 
except towards tliosc Jews and Moors who farm our revenues. 
They may make and receive bonds and obligations as hitherto 
in respect to our revenues, and may receive and give receipts 
for whatever they may so receive or pay. 

As regards this ordinance, no Jew or Hoor shall presume to 
make, either for himself or other persons, any obligatory bond 
or bill on any Christian, council, or corporation, fat any debt, 
whether for money, bread, wine, oil, wax, or any other article, 
although the same be executed in the presence of witnesses. 

And whereas the Jews and Moors, ^udulently and in viola- 
tion of the htws, seek in various modes to lend at usury, and 
not only obtain bonds fiom Christians made in the presence of 
a notary-public and witnesses, but even induce them to assume 
and acknowledge sums they never received ; and then, on such 
acknowledgment being made, they demand sentences from 
judges, for which no provision is made by the laws; it is my 
will, and 1 order, that should any Christian acknowledge before 
an authorised magistrate what is due to the said Jew or Moor, 
in gold, silver, money, or any otlier article, in whatever way it 
may be, except for any revenues or taxes as aforesaid, and the 
said Jew or Moor pray the judge or magistrate to condemn the 
Christian in the amount he acknowledges, such acknowledg- 
. mentia to be^onddered null and void; magistrates, judges^ and 
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other officers are not to pass sentence thereon;' and should they 
aet in violation of this law, I order from henceforth that the 
same be invalid, and considered null and Tcad. 

Jews and Moors are bound to give the names of persons who 
bare deposited or pledged anything with them, on the same 
being daimed by any Christian, notwithstanding any law or 
privil^e to the contrary. 

Only one-half of ampaid debts is to be paid, on ihe presump- 
tion iSbsit the other half is interest, as Jews and Moors geilerally 
take bonds for double the amount they lend to Christians; 
unless the Jew proves by credible Christian witnesses, or it is a 
recently made bond, that tlie whole be demands is for prin- 
cipal only, then the Christian shall pay tbe full amo\mt acknow- 
ledged, or which tbe Jew or Moor proves; but if the Christian 
produce a receipt, or a sufiicient reason for not paying the 
whole, or any part of the bond, and if the person shoidd persist, 
but cannot produce a receipt, or adduce a valid reason, he must 
pay one-half the amount of the bond as before said. 
. And it is my pleasure to release Christians from all penalties 
they may have incurred for the non-payment of their Jewish or 
Moorish creditors at the time agreed ; and they shall pay half the 
amount as aforesud, in two payments, half at Midsummer, 
1406, and half at Christmas, 1407 ; and those who do not pay 
at the said dates, are to lose the benefit of this act. 

And it is my pleasure, UmA no person shall condemn or 
exact from any Jew or Moor, such penalties as they may have 
incurred for having lent on usury to the present date*' 

It JB my will and pleasure, that in all civil and criminal 
cases, Christians may and can be witnesses against Jews and 
« Moors, the same as against Christians, without the tcstimuiiy 

of a J cw or Moor b«ing required, provided the Christians are 
reputable persons.^ 

Jews and Moors are to wear an ostensible f^^ign or badge, and 
if found without it, or placed out of sight, they are to forfeit the 
clothes; but, to avoid being hurt by Christians, they need not 
wear it while travelling, but on their arrival at their destina- 
tion they are, as well as within ten days after the publication 

*Pet.I. * Pet.2. 
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of thw onHnance in the eapitalf and vithm thirty days aftar it 
is publiflhed in the capital of each diocese; norare ihej to wear 
sLuhed hose, or flowing robes. All pxirileges and laws to the 
oontraiy I heieby revoke and annul.* 

Shortly after the death of Henry, their implacable 
enemies, the Dominican friars, obtained from his queen 
an order for expelling them the kingdom ; but it being 
represented to her that it would be highly impolitic to 
root Tip so productive a vine, she is said to have relin- 
quished it by receiving 50,000 crowns. 

Henry was succeeded, in 1406, by his infant son, 
John II., a child only twenty-two months old. He 
had nominated the queen and his brother, Don Fer- 
dinand, to be regents. Some disafiected nobles offered 
to the infante the crown of Castile, which his disin- 
terested zeal for the benefit of his innocent nephew 
and ward made him refuse. Yet his conduct could 
not conciliate the que^-mother. The intrigues of the 
dergy and courtiers that surrounded her, and by 
whom she was completely guided, led to such disunion, 
that each (ruardian acted independently and despoti- 
cally in the portions of the kingdoms each held. The 
country could not do otherwise than feel the sad effects 
of this divided authority. The Jews naturally suffered 
most. The queen, encouraged by the clergy (who 
swayed her councils), in her hatred of the descendants 
of Israel, hastened to oppress them by the most unjust 
and cruel ordinances. 

Bon Ferdinand found himself obliged to follow her 
persecuting system, in order to please and gratify the 
popular jealousy and hatred against the Jews. Being 
shortly after raised to the throne of Aragon, he left 
them unmolested in his new kingdom; it may there- 

* Pet. 3. 
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fore be sapposed, that his oonduct towards the Israelites 
of Castile was more the effect of diccmistaiiGe than 

inclination. 

The regents were not slow in their aggressions 
against the Hebrew people, for in 1408, from Yalladolid, 
they issued jointly, in the name of the in£uit monarch, 
the following decrees- 

"Don John, "by tlie grace of God, king of Castilei etc. etc to 
all officers (here detailed), health and grace. 

Enow ye, that whereas by the laws of the Partidas, it is a 
privilege that authority be not given to Jews to decide oyer 
ChristiaDS, to recdve the tolls, and constitute them collectors 
and receivers of other dues Ghriatiami have to pay to the loids 
of the soil, and to farm them to them, whereby they assume 
great authority over Chrisdans; and it affords them the oppox^ 
tunity, in varioua modesi of doing many wrongB and grievances, 
fiom which accrue great dis-aervice to God and me, and great 
injury to the inhabitants of my kingdoms. Therefore, derixous 
to provide a remedy thereof, and understanding that for my 
service and the wel&re of my kingdoms, the said laws of the 
Partidas, and others ordained on this matter, be observed; and 
as it is notorious, manifest, and appears by experience daily, 
that great injury results therefrom to those of our kingdom 
and to their public welfare; — 

Therefore it is my pleasure, that henceforward no Jew, of 
whatever rank or condition he may be, shall presume in any 
manner to farm any toll, tax, or duty, which the subiects of 
my kingdoms have to I'ay, wiiliin a year tirom the date hereof, 
or hereafter annually, either the revenue of excise, ooinagBt 
tithes, tollSi or any other tax; nor be collectors nor leoeivers 
of the same; nor openly or privately be seciui^ for any per- 
sons concerned therein; nor farm themselves any tithes, or 
other temporal or qnritual dues, belonging to axchfaishops, 
bishops, or masters of the military orders, or any other lords, 
that now are, or may hereal^ become due fiom their vassala 
or salijediB. And if they firm, collect, recdve, or publicly or 
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fnmkify in any maimer bid, diher at pablic sale, or otherwise, 
to fiom, coUecty or zeoer?e the same; or become aecuii^ for 
any other pefaona iherdn, on the same being poved, they ahaU 
pay twice the amoont of that leTenue; and if their property is 
not worth that amount, the whole shall be confiacatedi and, 
besides, they shall publicly reoeiye fifty lashes. And it is my 
pleasure, that ^e proof against such Jew shall be on the testi- 
mony of two Jews, a Jew and a Christian, two Christians, or 
the confession of the Jew Himself. 

I' urtherinore, it is my pleasure, that should any Christian 
^ve a share in the said receipts to any Jew, or make him 
receiver of them, or should treat, or advise, or in any way con- 
sent that the said Jews farm, receive, or collect the same by 
sale or otherwise, or become security for the said Jews therein, 
it being proved against such Christian by two Christians, or 
on his own confession, he shall pay twice the value of the said 
receipts; and should his property not be worth as much, the 
whole shall be confiscated, and he shall be condemned to serve 
for a year in such of the frontier fortresses as the conrt that 
condemns him may appoint. 

And the aforesaid penalties shall be, one-third for the accuser 
of the said Jews or Christians, who tiansgress thb my ordi* 
nance; one-third for the court that condenms them; and one- 
third for^my treasury. 

And for the better and immediate performance and ezeea- 
tion hereul, 1 command the queen, Donna Catalina, my motJier, 
and my uncle, the Infante Don Ferdinand, my guardians and 
regentR of my kingdoms, that they haxe this ordinance observed 
and fulfilled, in all their cities, towns, and places. 

And I order you, tlic said magistrates, councils, officers, and 
all other persons above-mentioned, and each of you, in your 
places and jurisdictions, that you observe and fulfil, and have 
all, and every part hereof, observed and executed; and that 
yon do not fium to, n<»r permit any Jews, cither by sale or 
otherwise, to &nn any receipts, taxes, dues, toUs, or any other 
imposts, duesy or tazea, that the persons of my kingdoms have 
to pay, or ihai in any manner bdong to me, under the afoie- 
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and penalties herein contained; and that immediate^ yoa httve 
iSbB wbole hereof puhlidy piodaimed in the customaiy squaxes 
and toarket-plaoee of eac^ of th^ mad dtiea, towns, and places, 
that eveiy one may know it, and no person be able to plead 
ignorance. 

But it is my pleasnze, that as in ihc present year the said 
Jews have fanned, some xerenues, and are the oolkctors and 

receivers thereof, were this my order and all contained therein 
observed, and executed, it might cause a dimmutioii in my 
revenue^ in respect to them, you are to have it observed and 
executed from the day the contract of the receipts and igvq^ 
nues the said Jews now have expires. 

And in no manner are either of you to act or do otherwise, 
under pain of my displeasure, a fine of ten thousand maravedia 
to my treasury, and the afore-mentioned penalties. - 

Giyen at Valladolid, 26th October, 1408. 

This ordinance, like all ^uukr gogb^ proved in- 
effectual. The constant qaarreb between the foar 
Cihristian Idngdoms of Oastile, Aragon, Navarre, and 

Portugal, — the continual warfare with the Moorish 
state of Granada, — and the turbulence of the power- 
ful grandees, — rendered the wealth of the Hebrews 
absolutely necessary to the Spanish sovereigns, to 
meet the exigencies of the state. Whatever polii^ 
might have dictated such laws, the Jews were aware 
of their futility, and continued to act in all the inter- 
dicted offices, knowing th^ had nothing to fear 
where the soverdgns themsdves were the first to 
violate their own ordinances. 

A greater misfortune for the Hebrew people com- 
menced at this period and continued for some years, 
during which time 100,000 fiunilies are said to have re- 
sided in Castile. It was the appearance of Fr. Vincent 
Ferrer, a Dominican friar, as an itinerant preacher^ 
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for which he possessed all the qualifiGalioiis,r— ft per- 
miaaive eloqiienoe, inde^Migable ardocuri a&imboimded 
deyotedness to the ehorch, and extraordinary energy; 

his austerity of inanncrs caused him to be considered 
as a saint by the populace, who were pleased with his 
presence : even kings consulted and employed him in 
state affairs. This nuBsionary, revered as a saint by 
Ohristians, -ms dreaded by the Jews as an inveterate 
enemy. The exaggerated picture he drew of the 
passion, exasperated the people against the descendants 
of Israeli and each sermon of the preacher acted as a 
goad to the ignorant nxoltitade. Many Jews became 
converts when they saw their synagogues destroyed* 
Many were abandoned and converted into churches; 
among the latter was the ancient one of Toledo, which 
was dedicated to Sta. Maria la Blanca. The French| 
in 1808, tamed it into a military depot; since which 
it has remained in the dilapidated state shown in the 
frontispiece. The beams are cedar from Lebanon, 
which harbours no insects, so that not a cobweb is to be 
seen ; and it is said the ground was earth brought from 
Mount Zion. Bnt this, as well as the assertion that 
it was built on the arrival of the Jews in Spain, may 
be doubted ; for, from its being in the Moorish style of 
architecture of the eighth century, it is more hkely 
to have been built about that period, when the Moors 
were in quiet possessicnof Castile. But Ferrer's success 
was most in Aragon, owing to the protection and 
favour he received from Ferdinand, in return far being 
one of the twelve that voted for his being elected king, 
and his activity in securing the crown tor him. He 
went from town to town with a crucifix in one band 
and a book of the law in the other, loudly calling on 
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tke JewB to raDy under the croM. He wibs followed 
bj an anned multitude, who attacked and killed those 

that refused ; many abandoned every thing, and to 
save their lives einigrated to Barbary. The largest 
number of converts that he made (if pretending to 
embrace Chiistiamty, in order to save their livea^ can 
be oonaidered converBion), was of the Jews of Amgmi, 
Yalencia, Majorca, Barcelona, and Lerida, and a lesser 
number in Castile. Desirous of extending his mis- 
sionary lalK)urs, he wished to enter Portnj3^1, where 
there was a large population of Jews } but he &rst 
sent to ask the kii^s permission, which was imme- 
diately granted, under condition that he should pre* 
viously put on a crown of red hot iron. Not liking 
so wiinn a reception, he retired to a cooler field for 
action. Many of the converts, who were now desig- 
nated New Christians, from fear of the persecutions 
and death that awaited them, quitted Spain; some 
went to Portugal and other Christian states whete 
Jews resided, but the greater part retired to the 
Saracen kiii^^doms of Alrica, and rt turned to the 
religion of their forefathers. Thoee whom neither 
force nor threats could induce even apparentiy to 
aljure tiidr foitii, who remained in Spain, became 
subject to many vexatious laws and restrictions, as 
will be seen hereafter. 

When i errer was at Perpignan with the Emperor 
Sigismund, the kings of France and Aragon, and the 
antipope Benedict XIIL, the Jews were compiled to 
attend his public sermons; but notwithstanding the 
presence of the sovereigns, they could not suppress 
their indignation at his false quotations and mis- 
representations, and exclaimed, that he quoted Msely 
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and mudnterpreted ; but probaUy considering the 
impmdence and danger of opposing a monk who 
was supported by the whole town and the crowned 

heads there assembled, many afterwards submitted to 
baptism. 

Wherever the monk appeared, many Jews appa- 
rently embraced GhriBtianity . Many abandoned every 
thing, and retired to Portugal and to the Moors of 

Andalusia and Africa. lie is said to have converted 
36,000 Jews and 8,000 Moors: a Hebrew writer* 
states the number to have been 200,000; but that 
most have included those who became convorts after 
the conference ordered by Benedict XIIL What 
tended to increase the number, was their exemption 
from taxes, and every civil honourable post and 
ecclesiastical dignity being opened to them. The 
namber of Jews that became converts at Palenda was 
80 gieat^ that being large landholders, and Ihns re* 
lieved frtm tithes and other taxes, the revenae of the 
bishop, Don Sancho de Hoxas, was so reduced, that 
he was forced to apply to the king, saying, that the 
triumph of the church had been a temporal misfortune 
for him and he obtained compensation horn the royal 
treasury. Bat the major part of these converts dis- 
sembled only as long as they saw a necessity, and to 
avoid severe treatment. They conformed in outward 
appearance, but secretly lived like Jews, circamcised 
thdr children, observed the passover, and eveiy other 
Jewish rite. 

Don Meir, the physidan of Henry III., had, from 
the favour he received from liis sovereign and his 
abilities, raised many enemies against him, who im- 
plicated him in the following improbable aocusation 

* Jucbaaio* 
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Some JewB«are stated to lui?e bou^ a Host from 
tbe sacristan of l&e cadiedral of S^ovia, and having 
thrown it into a cauldron of boiling water, it rose to 
the suriiEU^. The Jews at sight of the miracle became 
alarmed, wrapt it in a cloth and secretly gave it to the 
prior of the Dominican consent, relating the circam- 
stance to hhn. He told it to the bishop, who had Don 
Meir and the other Jews arrested and put to the tor- 
ture. To terminate their cruel sufferings, they ac- 
knowledged themselves guilty, and a confession was 
extorted £rom Don Meir that he had poisoned the king, 
his friend and benefactor. They were drawn and 
quartered at Segovia, in 1406; but the injustice com- 
mitted being soon after discovered, the (woly sufferers 
were the innocent accused. 

From another Mse accusation made aboat the same 
time, the Jewish people i?m not so fortunate as to 
escape. Many were plundered and massacred ; many 
abandoned all they possessed and quitted Seguvia. 
This persecution arose from the inveterate hatred a no- 
bleman bore to the lashop. Fearing to assassinate him, 
yet resolved on his d^th, he sought to satiate his 
revenge in a way not to be suspected. To effect 
which he bribed the bishop's cook to poison him. 
Every thing was prepared, when it was discovered. 
The cook was arrested, and thrown into prison, and 
pat to the rack, but no confession could be got from 
him, as to who was llie person that had instigated him 
to so atrocious an act. Notwithstanding the torture he 
suffered, he would not discover the name of the cow- 
ardly assassin, although his life was offered as the 
reward for the discovery. The nobleman, fearing his 
reaoluticm might fail, advised him to inculpate the 
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Jews, by saying that from the hatred they bore the 
bishop, as being a Christian prelate, they had given 

him a large sum to commit the deed, his life was 
spared ; but as he did not accuse any particular indi- 
vidual, numbers fell a sacrifice to his false confession. 

The following prodamation was made at Alcala de 
Henares, 30th November, 1411, by order of Don 
Alphonso Fernandez de CascaUes, chief alcalde, and 
some of the king's council. 

1. — Out lord the king ordets and considers it right, that no 
Jew or Moor should be physician, surgeon, apothecary, ac- 
coucheur, or sick narse, to great or small, or sell any eatables. 

2. — That no Jews or Moors shall have Christians to serve 
them in their houses. * 

3. — That no Christian is to invite Jews or Moors, or accept 
invitations to cat or drink with them, or drink wine made by 
them; or eat any victuals or meat tkey may give or send 
them. 

4« — That no Jew or Moor shall presume to bathe in the 
same hath with Christians, 

5. — That no Christian eat their unleavened bread, or the 
meat they kill, or live m the same house with the said Jews 
or Moors. 

6. — That Jews and Moors shall not be bakers, millers, 
or grinders of meaL 

7. — It IS further commanded and consideied just, that any 
person who opposes, or acts contrary hereto, shall lose whatever 

property he may possess, half of which shall be to . redeem 
captives, and half ibr the informer. 

Notwithstanding these persecutions, the Jews were 

not regardlessfi of study, aiid some iiieii of superior 
talents shewed themselves amidst these troubles ; viz, — 

R. Isaac Campanton — bom in 1360, was chief rabbi of 

all Spain, he lived to the extraordinary age of 103; his only 

o 
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work is " The Fftths of the Talmud/* in which he Ujs down 
general rules for understanding its style. 

R. YOM TOB AsciviLi — bom at Seville in 1380, was a 

celebrated Jurist and Tulinudist; lie wrote "The Tower of 
Strengtli," a defence of Maimonides; " The Law of Judges," 
on the administration of justice, and some expositions. 

R. Joseph Albo — a native of Sona and inhabitant of 
Saragossa, one of the disputants in the conference with Jerome 
de Santa F6. Af^ which he wrote *^ The Book of Princi- 
ples/* on the existence of God, the divine ori^n of the law of 
Moses, and on the future reward and punishment of human 
actions, a work highly appredated. 

R. ViDAL BSNVENISTA — a celebrated Talmudist and orator. 
From bis proficiency in Latin, hia associates appointed him to 
open the discussion with fTerome of Santa F6. He wrote a 
work on the Heathen Mythology. 

R. Jtjdah AlcoPHNI — a philosopher, physician, and poet 
of gi f at repute. Mwter of the Arabic, he translated Mai- 

monides' " Guide;" his " Introduction to the Mishna;" "The 
Orchard of Pomegranates;" of K. Hasdai, Galen's work on 
the Soul; *' The Maxims of Philosophers" of R. Hananiali; 
*' Aristotle on Government;" and *' The Poems nf Abu de 
Borra " into Hebrew. His poetry is univeraally adnui'ed. He 
also wrote on physical health. 

Don Judah ben Don David Jaghta — of Lisbon, held in 
high conaderation firom bdng deqdy versed in philosoj^y, 
jurisprudence and poetry. He wrote ** An Esqplanation of the 
Service of 9th Ab," and added a lamentation, which is read in 
the service for that day. 

Don Guedaliah JaChia — a brother of the preceding, 
was chief of the Hebrew College at Lisbon, where he practised 
medicine with great reputation. He has left in manuscript a 
philosophical work entitled The Seven EyeSi" treating on the 
seven liberal sciences. 

R. SiMBON DUBAN — of Majorca. Owing to the maeeacres 
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in 1391, he emigrated to Algiers, where, from his profound 
learning, he obtained the title of the Great. He wrote various 
works, some so violent flgainst Chiistianity and Moslcmism 
that they have yerj properly been suppressed by his co- 
xeligiomsts. The horrible persecutions his people had suffered, 
may have led to his inveteracy. He was &med for his medical 
abilities, and had practised with great reputation in Aragon. 
His profound erudition in rabbinical Bcience, philosophy, and 
medicine, procured for him the esteem of the learned Israelites 
of his time. He died in 1444, aged 84. His learned solutions 
oi upwards of 700 points of iuw, aic consulted at the present 
day. 

R. Joseph bek Bibas — of Lorca, in Murcia, where he 
practised medicine with great reputation. His grandfather, of 
the same name and place, was profoundly versed in philosophy, 
medicine, and Arabic, from which he translated into Hebrew 
" The Logic of Idaimonides," and The Canons of Avicenna;" 
he also wrote some learned ^lilosophical and medical treatises. 

B. Pbsipox Duban — a celebrated grammarian and mathe- 
matician. He commented on ** The Guide" of Maimonides, 
and wrote " The Work of the Breastplate," a profound Hebrew 
grammar; " The Band of the Bresstplate," a geometrical work* 
He was considered one of the profoundest Tahnudists of his 
age, and is supposed to have assisted at the conference at 
TortojKi, after which he quitted Spain and went to Egypt, 
where he wrote his famous letter to his son. 

Don Todros ben Daoud — of Calatayud, rendered him- 
self celebrated by his medical attainments. He enjoyed from 
his cotemporaries a high consideration for his learning. 

R. Shbhtob ben Jacob ^a dutinguished physician at 
Toledo, and a great oabalist In 1415 he wrote a work on 
that sdenoe, and some others subsequently. 

R. Isaac ben Solymah — a physician of Guadalajara. This 
celebrated practitioner wrote in Arabic^ in 1415, a treatise on 
. the virtue of remedies. 
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lady, or exerciBe any of ihofle offioeB for tliem or tliemselYeS) 
under the penalty of one thousand maravedis. 

6. — Jews and Moors are not to have squares or markets, to 
buy or sell any thing to Christians to eat or drink, under the 

peauky of five hundred niar.tvedis for each time; but they may 
have them within their inclosures, to trade among themselves. 

7. — That the communities of Jews and floors, in my king- 
doms and dominions, shall not licnceforth have among them- 
selves, Jews or Moors for judges, to decide civil or criminal 
causes that may occur between Jews oi Moors; and 1 revoke 
any power that I, or the kings, my predecessors, have granted, 
either as pri-snlcges or otherwise, and declare the same to be 
void. And I order that all causes, whether civil or criminal* 
shall be tried by the alcaldes of the cities, towns, and places 
where they reside; but my pleasure is, that in deciding civil 
causes, the said alcaldes shall observe the customs and regula- 
tions that have been observed among the said Jews and Moors, 
provided they appear authentic, and have long been sanctioned 
by them. 

8. — No Aljama, or community of Jews or Moors, shall pre- 
sume to levy any tax or contribution on themselves, or impose 
a duty on any article, without my permission or order, and of 
the queen my mother, and the Infante my uncle, my guardians 
and regents of my kingdoms; and if any authority has been 
given to the said Jews or Moors, whereby any duty has been 
imposed, either generally or on particular persons; or on meat, 
merchandise, or any other object, whether by their judges, or 
any of them, from holding privileges or charters from former 
kings, my predecessors, or myself, to that effect; henceforward 
they are not, nor shall they be bound to pay the said taxation, 
for I, by my royal authority of king, revoke any privilege that, 
may have been given in respect of the same. And I order 
Jews and Moors not to exercise such power, under pain of 
corporal and other punishments; and I also command said 
Jews and Moors not to pay such contributions as may be thus 
levied, without, as before said, my licence and order being 
expressly given for the puiposc. 
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9. — No Aljamji or oommiinity of Jew? or Moon shall pie> 
same to levy or appordoo any tax without my peimifl^on and 
order; and wbere aoj tax is so levied for my sennoe, they 
shall divide among them the amount I order and send for and 
no more; and if a largo* eum is levied or apportioned, the 
petsons who did or advised it, for llie act, are to lose all their 
property and be ezeented by justioe. 

10. — No Jew or Moor shall presnme to visit Chnstians in 
their illnesses, or give them medidna or dnnghts, or tslk 
idly to them, or said ibem presents of dried hetbs, spices, 
bread, wine, fish, game, fruit, or other artides of food. Any 
Jew or Moor acting contrary hereto, shall for esch ofienoe be 
fined three hundred maravedis. 

11. — lixui iiO married or Fingle Chrii^tiau woman, kept mis- 
tress, or prostitute, may eillier bv day or niirht enter witliiu 
the enclosure where Jew? or Moors re^^ide; and anv Christian 
married woman that doe^. lor each time she enters, she sliali 
pay a fine of three hundred maravedis ; if unmarried or kept, 
she is to lose the clothes she ha? on ; and if a prostitute, to re- 
ceive firom justioe one hundred lashes, and be driven £rom the 
dty, town or place wheie she resides. 

12. — No Jew OT Moor shall designedly be styled Don, 
either by writing or veibally ; and if he permits himself to be 
so styled, he is to pay five bandied maravedis for each offence; 
but otherwise he inems no pemdty. 

13. — All Jews and Moors are to wear long robes over their 
clothes as low as their foet» and are not to wear cloaks; and in 
all dties, towns and (daces, they are to wear their distinctive 
red badge. But it is my pleasure, that, to avoid the dangers 
they might otherwise incur in travelling, they may wear the 
clothes they now have, as well as in the places they may 
go to. 

14. — That all Jewesses and Moriscas of our kingdoms and 
dominion!*, shall, within ten days from this tlau , wear long 
m.iiiilr , reachintr to their feet, and cover their heads wiili the 
same. 'I'liosc who act contrary, for so d.jlng, are to foriieit all 
the clothes they may have on to their u|dfiL4{arment. 
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15. — That no Jew or Moor, ten daya after this date^ shall 
wear cloth of which the entire suit costs upwards of thirty mara- 
Tedis; those who act contrary shall, for the first offence, forfeit 
the apparel they haye on to the shirt; for the second, lose all 
their dothes and receive a hundred kuihes ; and for the third, 
ail th^ property shall be confiscated to my tieasuxy. But it 
JB uiy pleasure that, if they choose, they may make coats and 
cloaks of the clothes they now possess* 

16. — No Jew or Moor shall reraoTe firom Yalladolid, or 
any other place wlicrc they have their domicile, to any other 
part, uBcici the penalty of losing all their property ibr the 
act; and their persons shall be at my diir^posal. 

17. — Xo nobleman, knight, or squire, shall shelter in their 
towns or villages any Jew or iNIoor wlio resided, or be- 
longed to another place; and if any person has sheltered any 
Jews or Moors of this city of Valladolid, or of any other city, 
town, or place, they shall send them back to the place where 
they resided, with whatever they brought with them; and if 
thoy do not, for the first offence they incur the penalty of 
fifty thousand maraYedis; and for the second, lose the place 
where the said Jew or Moor has been sheltered. 

18. — Henceforward Jews and Moors are not to shave their 
hoards, or have them shared with razois or scissors; nor 
trim nor cut the hsirs, hut are to wear them long as they 
grow naturally, as they were formerly accustomed. And any 
person who acts contrary hereto, shall receiye a hundred 
lashes, besides paying u liiie oi' a hundred uiaiavedis ibr each 
time he transgresses. 

19. — No Jews or Moors shall, by the day or otherwise, hire 
any Christian to cultivate or work on their lands, vineyards, 
houses, or other buildings. Whoever acts to the contrary shall 
receive a hundred lashes Ibr the iirst offence ; for the second, 
a hundred lashes and pay a fine of a hundred maravedis; and 
for the third time, forfeit all his property, and again receive a 
hundred lashes. 

20. — That no Jews or Moors shall be smiths, carpenters, 
douhlet-mdcers, tfulors, dothworkexs, shoemakers, butchers^ 
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cumen, or clothiers tot ChristiauB; or sell them shoes, 
doublets, breeches, or any other article of clothing: .whoever ' 
acts contrary incurs the penalties of the preceding law. 

21 . — That no J ews or Moors of my kingdoms and dominions 

shall be carriers, or bring produce to sell to Christiani^, as oil, 
honey, lice, or provisions: any one acting contrary, incurs the 
penalties of the preceding law. 

22. — One third of all the aforesaid penalties shall be given 
as a reward to the informer, whether he belong to the city, 
town, place, or territory wliere it occurs, or a stranger, and 
two-thirds to my treasury ; but it is my pleasure, that no per^ 
son shall arrest or take up any Jew or Moor until he has 
been summoned before a judge, heard, and lawfully condemned. 

23. — AIL Jews and Moors departing from my kingdoms and 
dominions, and taken on the road or in any other place, shall 
lose whatever they have with them, and be my shares for ever. 

24.. — None of the said civil or criminal penalties are to be 
ranitted, excused, mitigated, dispensed with, reduced, or in- 
creased by any alcalde, magistrate, judge, governor, or any 
other person of the said cities, towns, and places, although 
they are noblemen possessing sole control, or joint authority 
therein, under pain of losing their seigniories, and all other 
offices and posts they may hold. — Given at Vailadolid, 2nd 
January, 1412* 

Although in the eighth law the name of the Infante 
ai)])eaTS, he was no party to this act, which was signed 
only by the queen; but he found himself obliged, six 
months afiber, to issue the following, which, notwith- 
standing its severe enactments, is rather more liberal 
and mild than the preceding. 

Don John, by the gtace of God, king of Castile, etc. etc. etc. 
Whereas I am informed, that owing to the constant association 
and great intimacy that exists between Jews, Jewesses, and 
Ghiistians, some things ate done contiavy to the service of 
God and the Catholic fiuth; and, as according to the established 
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UwB of my kingdoms, Jews and .JeweeaeB naj Hye among 
GhrislSans, observing thdr leligion, and not doing any thing 
against outs; but as from the afofessad causes, tumults might 
arise against the Jews and Jewesses, which would be a con- 
tempt of my justice, which as king it behoTes me to presenre, 
as bttng the chief privilege and duty of the government of the 
people, as thereby the affiurs of state are properly maintained ; 
and as it is my pleasure that the Jews and Jewesses be 
protected in niy time, as they were in the times of the kings 
my ancestors, as ili*. v Ix'long to me, antl to avoid llie dangers 
that niig}u arise from tlie aforesaid causes, 1 thereibre ordain 
and cominunil — 

1. — That all Jews of my kingdoms and donuiuuns reside 
and live apart irom Christians, in an inclosuro in a part of 
the city, town or village, where they are rcsi<lent ; and the 
streets around it shall be closed with gates in such a manner, 
that all the gates lead to the eociosure; and that the said 
enclosure have one piincipal gate, and no more; and that the 
Jews and Jewesses reside within the said enclosure, and in no 
other part of ihe said place. I command that esch city, town, 
and place nominate two discreet peisons to be gate-keepers; 
and if the said Jews and Jewesses have a separate Jewry, I 
order that it be appropriated as a barrier, and that they com- 
mence to separate within one year from the day places are 
assigned to them, that time be^ allowed to build houses for 
their residences; but by my &vour, if there should be houses 
already built within the said enclosure that they can hire to 
the satisfaction of the owners, and duii the said term be ful* 
filled, then the said Jews and Jewesses are bound to reside 
within the said euclucure, and remove from the said Chris- 
tians; and any Jews or Jewesses that should reside without the 
said limit, shall lose all their property, and their persons shall 
be at the mercy ot tlie king, to inflict such corporal punish- 
ment as he may please to order. 

2. — Furthermore, I ordain and command, that no Jews or 
Jewesses shall be spice dealers, apothecaries, surgeons, or phy- 
sicians, or sell bread, wine, flour, oil, butter, or othei eatables 



Digitized 



U12.] 



OBDINANCE OF CIFUBNTfiS. 



203 



to Jews or OhrkdaiUB» or keep warehouses, shops, or tables 
for selliBgf either publidy or secretly, except for the disposal 
of grapes, live stock (that they have a license for), as well as 
fruit and vegetables, the produce of their own or hired gar- 
dens; tlie said articles they may sell within the barriers where 
they reside, or in the gardens and estates they own or rent, 
either to Christians, Jews, Moors, or any other persons, and in 
fairs, and on market days, placing the articles they have for 
sale in the said fairs and markets, in the squares, open courts, 
and shops, provided no Christian dwells in them ; but it is my 
pleasure and will that they neither sleep nor dwell Uierem, 
except for the sale of the said goods; and it is also my pleasure, 
that in the said cities, towns, and places they may, carrying 
them in the hand, sell any article not prohibited herein; any 
Jews or Jewesses whomsoever who act contrary hereto, shall 
incur the penalty of 500 maiavedis for eadi ofience, besides 
the corporal punishment my pleasure may choose to inflict, that 
they may learn to perform my order. 

3. — I also oidain and command, that if any Jews or Jewesses, 
inspired by the Holy Ghost, wish to be baptised and turn to 
the Holy Catholic faitli, they shall not be impeded or prevented 
by force or otherwise from becoming converts by Jews or 
Christians, whether man or woman, although it be their father, 
mother, brother, or any other person; and proceedings are to 
be taken against those persons who o])|k>-<' or act contrary 
hereto, for the civil and criminal penalties they justly incur. 

4. — I likewise ordain and command, that Jews and Jewesses 
are not to eat with Christians, nor Chiistians among Jews and 
Jewesses, either in or out of their houses in the towns where 
they xende, except in case of need, or in travelling, or at the 
Ida^B court, if ihey do not find taverns but in houses of Chiis- 
tians, and wherever fiurs are held, if there b no Jewry ; although 
if in such oases ihey eat in the houses of Christians, they incur 
no penalty for so doing. 

5. — Furthermore I ordain and command, that no Jews or 
Jewesses shall have lacqueys or servants, either Moors, Christians, 
or other persons, to serve thcui, or execute their ordcre, or do 
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tiieir work, or cook their -victuab^ or do anything for them on 
Saturdays, as lighting their fires, or carrying wine, or any 
similar article; nor haye Christian nurses to rear iheir children; 
nor attend or assist at marriages, funerals, or lumras^ under the 
penalty of 2,000 maravedis for each time they act contrary 
hereto, or any part thereof. But I consider it just, that the 
saiii Jews and Jewesses may cinplo)' Christian carpenters and 
other woikiiien to repair their houses, and cultivate their vine-, 
yards and lands, as day-labourers, engaging them, as is usual, 
in the public scjuarcs by the day ; they may also have jagers 
and shepherds to tend their flocks, and gar L iicrs to work in 
their gardens; but it is my will that, agreeably to the foregoing 
laws, they neither reside nor eat with them. 

6. — Furtheimore I ordain and conunand, and consider right, 
that the law ordaining that no Jews or Jewesses should he 
&rmers, attorneys, bailiffs, stewards, or receivers of my reve- 
nues, or those of any lord or lady, or exercise those offices, or 
any of them for Christians or among themsdtyes, ihat the said 
law, under the pains therein contained, may be fully observed 
as theidn expressed. 

7. — Furthermore I ordain and order, that no Jews or Jewesses 
shall be brokers, or bankers, or carry swords, daggers, or 
similar arms, in the cilies, towns, and places of my kingdoms; 
but they may carry knives to cut food. Any Jew or Jewess 
who acts contrary hereto, or to any part hereof, shall be fined 
for each time so offending 500 maravedis. 

8. — Whereas the king, Don John, my grandfather, of illus- 
trious meji'iory, to whom God grant Paradise, was informed 
that tlie Jews and Jewesses of his kingdom practise some things 
agains^t our religion, and as it was not right to permit it, ordained 
certain laws, the tenor of which is as follows: — 

The ordinances made at Soria in 1380 are here 
copied. 

Wliicli laws, and each of them, ab they are highly advan- 
tageous and ben<:licial to the public welfare of our kingdoms, I 
therefore ordain, that the same be fully observed, under the 
penalties therein contained. 
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9. ^FurthennoTe I ordain and command, that no Jew or 
Jewess shall presume to visit Christians in their illnesses, or 
giye them medicixies, or dmtights, or talk idly to them, or 
send them presents of dried herbi, spices, bread, wine, fish, 
game, firuit, or other article of food: any Jew or Jewess acting 
contrary hereto, shall be fined 300 maravedis for each offence. 

10. — Furthermore I ordain and command, and consider it 
right, that no married or single woman, kept^mistress or 
prostitute, either by day or night, enter the endosute where 
Jews and Jewesses reside: anv married Christian woman tliat 
does, shall pay a iiiie of 200 luaruvcdis; ii' unmarried, or kept, 
she is to lose the clothes she has on ; and if a prostitute, she is 
to receive from justice 100 lashes, and be banished from the 
city, town, or place where slic resides. 

11. — i urthermore I ordain and command, that no Jew or 
Jewess shall be styled, either in writing or verbally, Don or 
Donna: if by their consent they are so called, for each time 
they are to pay a fine of 500 maravedis, but otherwise they 
incur no penalty. 

12. — Furthermore I ordain and command, that Jews shall 
not wear hoods with long tassels, but their caps shall be 
made a palm in length, shaped like a funnel, or horn, and 
sewed round to the point. 

13. — Furthermore I ordain and command, that all Jews 
in my kingdoms shall wear over their clothes coats with skirts, 
and shall not wear cloaks; and in ihe dtiea, towns, and places 
where they reside, they shall wear the customary red siL!ii or 
badge; but it is my pleasure, lliut in travelling, as well on the 
road as in the places they go to, they may wear the clothes 
they now have, to avoid the dangers they might otherwise 
encounter. 

14. — Furthermore I ordam and command, tliat no .Jew 
shall wear cloth, the entire dress of which would exceed in 
value sixty maravedis. Those who act contrary shall, for the 
first time, forfeit all their clothes to their body linen; for the 
second shall, in addition, receive one hundred lashes; and finr 
the third, all their property shall be confiscated to my exchequer. 
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15. — Furthermore I ordain and commandi that none of the 
Jews of my kingdoms and dominions shall shayei or have their 
beards shaved with razors; but they may out them with sciasbrB^ 
provided they leave some hairs round the chin; but they may 
out the hair of the head as they were ibrmerly accustomed. 
Any person who is known to act contraiy shaU» for eabh ofience, 
be fined five hundred maravedis. 

16. — Furthermore I ordain and command, that no Jewesses 
of our kintrtloms shall wear liiantillus or veils with lace or 
trimmings; uiui the cluthos they wear shall not be of a higher 
value than those worn hy Jew?; nor shall their head -dresses 
have gohi ornnments. Any one who acts contrary hereto, each 
time shall lose all tlic clothes she has on to her body linen. 

17. — Furthermore I ordain and command, that if any Jews 
or Jewesses wish to remove from one place to another, they 
may do it, and no person shall presume to stop them, or the 
persons they take with them, but they are to be allowed freely 
to go; and we order, that any person who acts contrary, shall 
be proceeded against as in justice and right. 

18. — Furthermore I ordain and command, that all knights, 
squires, and all other persons that have separate places, 
seigniories, and jurisdictions of their own, shall rightly and 
fully observe, and have observed, every thing contained in 
these ordinances, and each of them, in their respective villages, 
cities, and towns; and any person that does otherwise, if he 
possesses lands or grants from me, for the first time shaU lose 
the benefit of them for one year ; and if he possesses no land or 
grant, he incurs the penalty of ten thousand maravedis to my 
exchequer; and for the second time, those who have lands or 
grants liom me, the same shall be forfeited, and they shall 
have no others from me; and those who have not, shall pay a 
fine of one thousand Castilian doblas of gold to my exchetiiK r; 
and for tlie said act a third time, they shall lose their pcKJses- 
sions which shall belong to my crown. 

19. — Furthermore I ordain and command, that no Jew is to 
be a tailor, or make dresses for any Christian woman, of what- 
ever rank or condition she may be. If the contrary is done, 
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one hundred lashea shall be giyen to the Jew fi>r eadi offence; 
and the Ghiistian woman who gave the clothes to be niade» 
shall pay one thonsand macayedia to my exchequer. 

20. Fuithennore I oidain and command, that all the afeie- 
aaid penalties^ or any of them that may be inflicted on any 
person, of whatever rank or condition soever, shall be one* 
third for the informer, and two-thirds to my exchequer, which 
it is my pleasure and will that no alcalde, judge, lord, or 
magistrate shall remit or excuse, under pain of losing the ofl5.ces 
• they hold from me. 

But it is mj pleasure that no individual shall arrest, or 
inflict the said penalties upon any Jew or Jewess whatever, 
until they shall have been taken before the judge» and duly 
condemned. 

Given in the town of Cifuentes, 17th July, 1412. 

A most vinilent pamphlet against the Jews, by one 

Marcos Rodriguez, had been one of the causes that 
induced the Councils ot the two liegents to issue these 
harsh decrees. The Jews refuted it in a memorial to 
the king, and named a number of Jews, who in various 
honourable posts and employments^ had faithfully 
served the crown. They stated that they were allied 
to the principal houses of Castile, for, that from their 
property, wealth, and the protection of the Court, 
they were the most powerful body in the kingdom, 
and therefore, it was not surprising that many dis- 
tiuguished tlunilies sought their alliance. 

Such insensate decrees could only be the work of 
men unacquainted with the world and the state of 
society. They were not observed because they went 
too ikr. It was absurd to attempt to prevent hun- 
dreds of thousands of strangers (|nittini^ the country, 
and yet to isolate them. What is surprising is, that 
ordinances which extended to their dress and beards, 

* A MO and Rodrigues. 
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contain not a word against usury, to which, could 
these laws have been carried into effect, they must 

have been ilriveii, by depriving tlicm of every Dther 
means of obtaining a livelihood. Altliougii much has 
been said of their usury, not a single instance of it 
is recorded in Spanish histoiy; therefore it is to be 
presumed the charge was only made when an im- 
poverished or dishonest creditor wished to avoid pay- 
ment, which the enormous legal interest rendered 
extremely onerous. Tlie regency of John II. added 
to the nusfortunes of the Israelites, without the least 
benefit to society, and tended to foster the prejudices 
of the vulgar against them. 

Fortunately, the Jews had too much talent, credit, 
and money, to heed these intemperate prohibitions ; 
they continued to practise medicine; and under the 
titles of stewards, treasurers, intendants, and adminis* 
trators, to conduct the monetary concerns of the gran- 
decs and tlie state. It is probable that the greater 
pa I t of the money then in circulation passed through 
their hands. 
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CHAPTER XIX. . 

Jerome of Santa FL — DispuiaHon at Tortosa. — Bene- 

dicfs Address to the Bahhins. — Termination of the 
Conference. — Bidl of Benedict, — liiot at Toledo. — 
Council of Tortosa. — Cortes of Burgos, — Compa- 
rative Population in Aragon. — Mphonso de Spina. 
— Fortress of Fai^, — Jews and Converts of Toledo 
plundered by Don Henry. 

FuoM the persecutions suffered by the descendants 
of Israel in Castile, we must turn to the neighbouring 
kingdom of Aragon, where they also became the 

Tictims of religious fanaticism. On a vacancy occur- 
ring in the Papal see, three candidates appeared for the 
infallible post; each had his partizans — and each ex- 
communicated the other. Pedro de Luna, of Tortosa, 
on assuming the pontifical dignity, took the name of 
Benedict XI II. At the instigation of his physician, 
Joshua Ilalorqui (ofLorca), an apostate from Judaism, 
who at his baptism had taken the name of Jerome of 
Santa F6, a man of abilities, not only in his profession 
but also as an able Talmudist, the antipope convened an 
assembly of rabbins, to argue with tliis inveterate foe 
to iiis tormer coreliglonbts, on the following points : — 

1. Those that Christians and Jews agree on respecting faith, 
and iliosc on wliicli tliey diilcr. 

2. On the twenty-four attributes of the Messiah. 

P 
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3. W]]«tli«r the appointed time for tlie coming of the Met- 
fiah had not long expired. 

4. Whether the Messiah had not been bom, at the time of 
the destruction of Jerusalem. 

6, Whether he had not been bom, or hb advent announced, 
when the deatruction of the Temple was foretold. 

6. That ihe Meanah had come in the year of the passbn 
and death of the Saviour. 

7. That tlie prophecies tliuL t-poak of the acts oi' the Mcspiah, 
the restoration ol' the Temple, the reduction of Israel to one 
people, and the felicity of Jerusalem, are to be understood 
ni rally and not materially. 

8. Twelve questions to bc put to the Jews on the acta of the 
^Messiah while on earth. 

9. That the law of Moses is neither perfect nor everlasting* 

10. On the sacrament of the Eucharist. 

1 1. When and why the treatise known by the title of the 
Talmud was composed. 

12. Whether Jews are obliged to believe the whole con- 
tents of the Talmud, or if it is permitted to deny any part of it, 

13. What is to be understood by the article of the law, 
proving that it is not an article of the Jewish law, that the 
Messiah has not come? 

14. What is &ith, and what is Holy Scripture? 

15. On the abominations, impure heresies, and vanities of 
the Talmud. 

16. That the Jews suffisr th^s present captivity, only for the 
sin of their gratuitous hate towards the true Mesnah. 

With such a programme, the Jews would willingly 
have declined the discussion; but they had not the 
power of refusing. Th^ only resource was to appoint 

their ablest theologians to defend their cause, although 
aware that nothing they could urge would satisfy their 
adversary the disciple of Vincent Ferrer, the antipope, 
or King Ferdinand, who, although raised to the throne 
of Aragon, continued to act as guardian to his nephew, 
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John IL of Gastlley in which capacity he signed ths 

decree of Cifuentes, although in his new kingdom he 
had hitherto left them un molested. The Jews nomi* 
noted the following. From— 

Saragossa. . R. Zachariah Levi ; R. Don Vidal Benvenista ; 

R. ]\fatlii:is Haizari, chief rabbi of Aragou; 
Samuel Levi; R. Moses ben Moses. 
Hucsca. . R. Todros. 

Alcoy, . R. Don Meir Galigon; R. Joseph ben Adeiek 

Daroca. . R. Asher a LevL 

MonreaL . R. Joseph Albo. 

Monzon. • R. Joseph a Leid; B, Yom Tob Carcos. 

Montalban. R. Abugaxda. 

Gerona. . B. Don TodroB ben Jachia. 

Vclex. . . R. Joseph Abalegh, and B. Bongoaa* 

In all) sixteen profound talmudists, a proof that, 
notwithstanding persecution, the Jews did not neglect 
their studies. Benedict named as assistants to Jerome 
of Santa Fe, his almoner, Andrew Bcltran, hishop of 
Barcelona, also a convert from Judaism, hikI Garcia 
Alvarez, of Alargon, a profound Hebrew scholar, and 
probably another convert. 

On i^e arrival of the rabbins at Tortosa, where 
Benedict held his court, they had an jiudlence. He 
received them witli great affability, and the assurance 
that nothing ahould be extorted froni them - He 
enoouragied them fearlessly and freely to reply to the 
arguments Jerome might adduce. Knowing by exp^ 
rieiicc tlie result uf similar conferences, they iiiLmitcd 
to be excused from entering into the controversy, as 
they could not argue by sophistry and syllogisms. 
They had lodgings and provisions consistent with their 
rites, liberally supplied at the expense of the antipope. 
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Many were gratified at their kind reception ; but the 
more experienced foresaw, that the termination of the 
discussion would prove disastrous. 

At the first meeting, held the 7th February, 1413, 
there were seventy seats occupied by cardinals, bisliops, 
prelates, and persons of the highest distinction. Bene- 
dict thus addressed them: — 

Ye learned Hebrews, know that I have not come here to 
discuss which religion is trae, youis or ours. I am certain 
mine is the truest. Your law was formerly the only true law ; 
but it is now abrogated. You are convoked here solely by 
Jerome, who has engaged to prove to you that the Messiah 
has oome, by the evidence of your Tahnud, which was composod 
long since by rabbins &r superior to yourselves in wisdom; 
therefore be careful of your arguments. 

Sixty-nine meetings were held. When Benedict 
could not attend, the master of the palace presided. 
The Jews acted with the greatest respect and defe- 
rence to the pope, but did not pay much to his physi- 
cian ; for at the fourth meeting, they plainly indicated 
their opinion, by stating that they were not ambitious 
to be made bishops. At the sixth meeting, Jerome 
having been forced against his will to concede an 
inipurtunt point, which the Jews had contended for on 
the propliecy of Jacob, they wished to put an end to 
the discussion, and had gained over some of the pre- 
lates to persuade the pope to terminate it; but he 
considered Jerome was now bound to persist. The 
arguments frequently degenerated into insults, of 
which the Christian tlieologians, strong from their 
powerful support, were not sparing, nor in the expres- 
sion of their contempt ibr their opponents. As in all 
similar disputations, each {larty claimed the victory. 
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Christian writers admit that the Hebrew disputants 
exhibited vast erudition in their replies to the attacks 
of their antagonists. 

The Pope, at the sixty-eighth meeting, exercising 
his authority, abruptly announced an approaching 
perseention, the dread of which led many Jews to 
embrace Chnstianity. The historinn of Amgon states, 
that in the summer of 1413, and the first six months 
of the following year, upwards of 200 Jews of the 
synagogues of Saragossa, Calatayud, and Alcaniz were 
baptised. Among those of Sarngossa was Don Todros 
Benvenista, who was deeply versed in his religion, 
with others of his family. While tbe Pope was with 
his court at Tolosa, many of the most learned Jews of 
Calatayudi Daroca, Fraga, and Barbasto, to the 
number of 120 families, became converts, and were 
baptised ; and all the Jewries of Alcaniz, Caspd, and 
Maclla, were in general converted — upwards of 5UU 
persons; and subsequently the Jewries of Lerida, Ta- 
marit, and Alcolea, became converts. Altogether, in 
the Papal residence and other places, 3,000 were then 
converted, "apparently with sincerity/' Such is the 
tale related by Zurita. Many undoubtedly did aj)os- 
tatiseto secure their lives and properties; but that 
they were the most learned, we have only the asser- 
tion of the annalist of Aragon to prove. 

Another consequence of this meeting was the fol- 
lowing bull, issued by Benedict from Valencia, the 
11th May, 1415:— 

1. — To prohibit generally all persons, withi>uL distinction, 
piibHely or priviitely, to hear, read, or teach the doctiiiRs of 
the Tahiiuil; ordering that within one mouth there be collccttKi 
in the cathedral of every diocese, all copies that can be iound 
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of the Talmtid, its glcMBiriM^ ramnmrict, oompmdiiiiiis, noteB, 
and everjr otlier writing that has dinotl^ or indirectly any 
relation to such doctrine; and the diocesans and inquisitors are 
to watch over the observance of this decree, visiting the Jews 
personally or by others, within their jurisdictionB every two 
years, and punishing severely every delinquent. 

2. — Tljut no Jew be permitted to possess, read, or hear read, 
a book entitled " Mar Mar Jmi/' it being full of blaspheinies 
against our Redeemer Jesus Christ; nor any other I n k or 
writing that may be injurious to Christians, or that fpeaka 
against anv of itrf dogmas, or the rights of the church, in any 
language in which it may be written : tlie contravener oi this 
decree is to be punbhed as a blasphemer. 

3. — That no Jew may make, repair, or under any pretence, 
have in his possession any crucifix, chalices, or sacred vessels, 
nor bind Christians' booka in, whidk the name of Jesus Christ 
or ihe most Holy Virgin Mary is written. Christians who give 
any of these articles to Jews, from any cause whatever, are to 
be exoOmmtmioated. 

4»^Ko Jew may exercise the office of judge, even in causes 
that may occur among his people. 

5. — All synagogues recently built or repaired, are to be 
dosed. Where there is but one, it may remain, provided it is 
not sumptuous; and should there be two or more, one of the 
smallest only is to be left open ; but should it be proved that 
any one of the said synagogues has at any time been a churdh, 
it is imTncdiatcly to be cU)sed. 

6. — N > ' -J < ' w may be physician, surgeon, druggist, shopkeeper, 
provision dealer, or marriage maker, or liold any other 
office, whereby he has to interfere in Christians' affairs; nor 
may JewcK5cs be midwivcs, or have Christian nurses; nor 
Jews have Christians to serve them, or sell to, or buy pro- 
visions of them, or join them at any banquet, or bathe in the 
same bath, or be stewards or agents to Christians, or leam 
any science, art» or trade in their schools. 

7. — That in every city, town, or village where there are 
Jews, barriers shall be appointed for their residence apart ftom 
Christians. 
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8. »TIiat all JewB or Jewesses shall wear on tlieii olothes a 
gertaiiL xed and yellow sign, of the size and diape designated in 
the bull, — men on th^ bxeast of the outward garment, and 
women in front 

9. — That no Jew may trade, or make any contract; thus 
to avoid the frauds they practise, and the usuries they charge 
to Christians. 

10. — That all Jews and Jewesses converted fco the Catliolic 
faithf and all Christians generally wlio are related by con- 
sanguinity to Jews, may inherit from their unconverted parents 
and relatives; declaring null any testament, codicil, last- will, 
or donation inter vivo they may make to prevent any of their 
property devolving to Christians. 

11*— That in all cities, towns, and villages, where there may 
be the number of Jews the diocesan may deem sufficient, 
three public sermons are to be preached annually: one on 
the seoond Sunday in Adyent; one on the festival of the Beeui- 
leotion; and the other on the Sunday when the Gospel^ And 
Jesus approflohed Jenisalem," is chaunted. All Jews above 
twelve years of age shall be compelled to attend to hear these 
sermons. The subjects are to be — the first to shew them that 
the true Messiah has already come, quoting the passages of 
the Holy Scripture and the Talmud that were argued in the 
disputation of Jerome of Santa F6; the second ii' ituikr tliem 
see that the heresies, vanities and errors of the Taliiiud, pre- 
vent their knowing the truth; and the third, cxpLaiuing to 
them the dci^lruction of the Temple and the city of Jerusalem, 
and the perpetuity of their captivity, as our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the other prophets had prophesied. And at the end of 
these sermons this bull is to be read, that the Jews may not be 
ignorant of any of its decrees.^ 

Among those commissioned to carry the bull into 
eft'ect, was AlphonsOi bishop of Carthagena, son of 
Paul of Burgoa, also a convert. The lucrative pre- 
lacieB were the places sought after by the apostates 

^ Bibii Espafiulu, vol. i. 
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Irom Judaism, as best affording them the means of 
persecuting the descendants of Israel. Many ambi* 

tioiis moTi looked to the loaves and fishes of the 
riiiiicli iuv their reward; to obtain wliich, and prove 
their sinc( rity to the Catholic faitli, they became the 
most inveterate persecutors of the Hebrew people. 

The promulgation of this decree opened the cloisters 
of St. Dominic: there sallied from diem a host of 
niissioTiiirics. Eloquent preachers, instructed contro- 
versialists, spread themselves to effect conversioiis. 
They laboured with unremitting fervour and extraor- 
dinary talents ; and they adopted the most violent mea- 
sures, ])royided they could injure the welfare of the 
Jews. No where were they safe from the incessant 
persecutions of these inimical monks. Fortunately 
for the Jewish people, the authority of Benedict did 
not extend beyond Aragon. Its short duration, and 
the death of Ferdinand a few months after the Y alen- 
cian bull, rendered it nugatory; and the Hebrew 
jx'ople in that kingdom remained unmolested, to fol- 
low their industrious avocations, which the bull shews 
tlu y pursued, and of which it sought to deprive them. 
Tranquillity enabled them to increase greatly ; for, as 
will be seen, a few years after, their indefatigable 
industry led them to settle in almost every town of 
conse(]uence in Aragon and Catalonia. 

The exhausted state of the finances of Castile, frcm, 
the quarrels and mal-administration of the regents, to 
which the constant feuds of the grandees greatly con- 
tributed, rendered fresh taxes indispensable. An 
insurrection, in 1419, at Toledo, was the consequence: 
the Jews, as usual, were the sufferers. The newcon-* 
verts, who had hoped that abjuring their faith would 
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protect them from violence, found themselvel deceived : 
they were equiilly plundered with those who had 

remained finn in their religion; and the popuhice 
demanded that converted Jews and all their descend- 
ants should be for ever excluded from every dignity 
and public employment. The Court, too ve^ to 
, resbt) was obliged to grant the demand. This, for a 
time, put a stop to conversions; for the new Christians 
found their only gain in renouncing the religion of 
their fathers, was the contempt of their former co- 
religionists. The ambitious saw their golden dreams 
vanish ; mitres were no more to deck the brows even 
of the children of apostate Jews, while adherents to 
their faith were, notwithstanding the laws und decrees 
to the contrary, employed by the bpaui^ih sovereigns 
as receivers, collectors, and physidans. 

On the death of his mother, in 1420, John assumed 
the regal authority. He found GastUe torn by intes- 
tine broils, and his kingdom threatened by Aragon 
and Navarre. While employed iu restoring ^>eace to 
hb distracted country, the Jews appear to have been 
unmolested and even protected by him. The council 
of Tortosa, in 1429, intreated, that for divine mercy's 
sake, the king of Aragon, the barons, knights, prelates, 
and universities, would protect the Jews from violence, 
from which they would otherwise have suffered, 
although not recorded by Zurita. 

The canons of former Councils against them were 
simply renewed, which shews that Judaism did not 
suffer from the bull of Benedict, from the Jiainber 
of Jews that distinguished themselves in the study of 
phiLosophy, medicine, poetry, and Hebrew literature. 
Complaints vrere incessantly made of their fortunate 
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specolations and their wealth; the great profit they 
made from the Spaniards was alwa}^ regarded with 
envy and jealousy. 

At the Cortes of Burgos, in 1430, a potition was presented, 
begging the king to have enforced tlie laws of Kin father, and 
the Papal decnes against Jews and Moors holding any post 
gtving them authority OTor Christians; bo that they should 
neither hold thenii nor evade the ordinanee. 

To which he answered,— 

1 will order to be seen what lias been ordained by my lather, 
and my favour, and the Papal bulls; and whatever is for the 
aervice of God, his divine law, my service and the welfare of 
my kingdoms, shall be observed, and neither be revoked nor 
derogated in rsepeet to giving places to infidel Jews and Mooes, 

At the Cortes held at Segovia in 1433, tlie amount 
to be paid the lifeguards of i..>|)iiiosa was reduced to 
two blancas, which was alao ordered to be paid to the 
guards of BaYia. 

And in the following year at those of Medina del 
Carapo, on the representation of the inhabitants of 
Segovia against the usuries of the Jews, the orJiiianees 
of 1405, made at ad rid, were coniirnied, and the 
penalty was raised to 10,000 maravedis. The Jews of 
Tudela, in 1435| had become so reduced in number 
and property, that the hing, seeing they could not pay 
the eontrilmtioii, and to induce those who had quitted 
to return to his kingdom, remitted during his pleasure, 
a further sum of 342 livres of the annual taxes.' 

In 1435, the Jews of Palma were accused of crucify- 
ing one of their Moorieh slaves, in mockery of the 
crucifixion. Four, under torture, ackno'SNledged the 
crime, and were condemned to be burnt alive ; but 

* Arcb. NaT. CSss. 187, No. 3. 
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being promised, if they would receive baptisin, they 
should be hanged first, they consented. They were 

K. Astriic, Sibili, lurrig, iiiid Estelada, the prin- 
cipal men of the place, — for, by the bye, it was only 
the wealthy that were accused of this crime. Their 
lives were spared, as it was conceived their example 
might induce many others to abjure their religion. 
Two hundred are said to have received baptism, and 
many of their books -were burnt. 

The following account of what the Jewries of Ara» 
gon and Catalonia paid for the king's table, in 1438, 
will shew that the bull of Benedict XIII. had not had 
the desired effbct of destroying the Hebrew people, 
which, in the course ut a century, had greatly increased 
and extended. The large number formerly at Tor- 
tosa, the seat of the court of the antipope, had pro- 
bably mostly removed, as it does not appear in the 
following list. 





Sous. 




Sous. 




Sou*. 


Saragossa, 


300 


Moiizon, 


350 


Fraga, 


200 


Alagon, 


130 


Sariueua, 


50 


Kiiesca, 
Monclus, 


160 


Tarruzon, 
Almucma, 


200 


iluesca, 


300 


33 


140 


Seros, 


100 




Sous Bar. 


Galatayud, 


350 


Exda, 
Tauflte, 


250 


Gerona, 


550 


Daioca, 


60 


250 


Gastellon, 


100 


Terucl, 


160 


Jaca, 

Barbastro, 


200 


Murviedro, 
Burrianft, 


100 


Albamcin, 


150 


400 


30 



This tax was called cenes (suppers) in Aragon, and 
in Castile, yantarea (dinners). 

A convert from Judaism, who had taken the name of 

Alphonso de Spina, from IxMug a Franciscan friar, Ik*- 
canie rector of the University of Salamanca. He wrote 
the " F< )rti (. ssof thcFaith," against the Jews and Moors : 
it is full of the vilest calumnies and fiedsehoods. He 
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depicts them as bad citizens^ guilty of the most horrid 
crimes and the most detestable vices, deserving the 
harshest treatment. He complains of the favours, 

grant*?, and indulgences they obtained I rum tiii- courts, 
lie approves uf all the persecutions and massacres 
they had suffered in various countries ; and, under the 
mask of religion, this pretended zealous monk wished 
to provoke similar acts in Spain. Not satisfied with 
writing against his former co-religionists, he tendered 
his hateful services to various bishops, who employed 
him to persecute them in their dioceses. Those who 
fell into his merciless hands were to be pitied. 

In 1441, the Infante, Don Henry, who was in arms 
against his father, being in want of money to pay his 
troops, was advised that the surest mode of obtaining 
it, would be to pillage the houses of the Jews and 
new converts of the city of Toledo. The advice pleased 
him; and he effected it without opposition from the 
chief alcalde, Pedro Lopes de Ayala. The populace 
followed tlie example, although tlie clergy and the 
respectable citizens endeavoured to prevent itj fear 
of being punished by the king fur the crime confirmed 
that city in favour of the party of Don Henry. 
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CHAPTER XX, 

Ordinance of John for the Protection of Jews and 
Moors. — Benty IV. succeeds his Father* — Abmham 
Benevista, negotiator between Castile and Aragm, — 
Cortes of Toledo. — Gaon sent to Biscay to raise the 
Pedido — Murdered. — Answer of the Basques to the 
King's Demand. 

Yabious cities and towns, taking advantage of 

the distracted state of the country, followed the 
exain[>le of Alcala de lieaares, and framed laws 
against the Jews and Moors on their own authority, 
either to gratify the ill-will of the populace, or from 
the jealousy and envy their prosperity under all 
their suflerings caused. At length the kin^, find- 
ing the diminution of his revenue, and probably actu- 
ated by a feeling of humanity towards such useful 
subjects, put a stop to the usurped municipal power, 
and secured to his Jewish and ]\Ioorisli subjects the 
means of industriously gaining their iiveliiiood, by 
issuing the following decree : — 

Don Julm, by the grace of God, king of Castile, etc., etc., 
to all persons in o£&ce [detailing the vaiious titles and oiiiccsj, 
health and grace. 

Whereas, I have been informed that some persons, to the ' 
injury of my service, with great presumption ai^l insolence 
have and do raise disturbances against the Jews and Moors of 
our cities, towns, and villages, desirous of injuring, hurting, 
and doing other wrongs to their persons and properties, with* 
out reason, right, or any cause; saying, they must neither buy. 
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will partake, nor ooiiimttmeite with them, nor tend tbesr 
flocks, nor till their lands. And that in some places, without 
mj license or order, they have enacted seTere statutes and 
ordinances agunst them; were the like permitted they would, 
without cause or crime, he deprived and interdioted from par^ 
ticipation and communication with Christians; such privation 
and interdiction not being for objects or causes established by 
justice, for whit, h, and for no otlicra ought tliey to be inter- 
dicted from such piirtici|*;iLii»ii and communication. All which 
has been unduly and unjustly done under color <>f the npos- 
t(>lic bull of our holy father, Eugcnius IV., i^^ued on the 
manner .lews and Moors should live in niy kingdoms amcmg 
Christians, wliich was published when 1 was at Toledo. 

1 am much surprised that such preeumption and insolence 
diould be practised; the truth being discovered,! intend to order 
that the same be punished and chastised, as a punishment fi>r 
them and a warning to others not to do the like. And as, accord- 
ing to the said apostolical bull, canon rights, imperial and rojal 
laws, Jews and Moors are to live peaceably and unmolested 
among Christians, observing certain things that are prohibited 
to them. But neither by the said bull, nor canon right, nor 
the laws of my kingdoms, is it permitted, allowed, or oppor- 
tunity afforded, that any harm or injury be done to diem, 
or any other wrong to their persons, or anything belonging 
to them; but, on the contrary, it is expressly pei-niitted and 
tolerated, by common, canon, and civil right, and by the laws 
of niy kingdoms, that they may quietly and peaceably live 
and reside among Christians as aforesaid; and by the said 
rights and laws ii is expressly ordered and foi bi ldeii, that any 
pertion whatever shall da re to strike, wound, kill, seize or ar- 
rest them, or their pioperty, without authority; or without 
right or reason, to <lo or cause to be done to thorn any harm or 
injury; and whoever acts contrary is to be chastised and 
punished. 

Besides, by the said bull, the said Jews and Moors are pro- 
hibited ezerciBing certain high oHices among Christians, that 
are therein expressed and named, that is to say, they may not 
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be judgei, &rmeiB, lecdvcn, ooUecton, direeton, or stewaidB 
of the revenues, taxes, dues, or contributaons on the produce 
"of estates and affiurs of Christians; nor may they be thrir au«- 
ditoTs, attomies, bailifis, agents, or conductors of their buaness; 
or brokers, holders of deposits, contractors 'of marriages, or 
co-partners in any art or trade nvith Christians; uor may 
Jewesses or Morisoas be chambermaids to Christians. 

It also prohibits them generally from holding any post, dig- 
nity, or public office, that may require to have honour paid to 
them, or by whicli they would have authority over, or to 
pass sentence on Christians; which is also prohibited bj com- 
munal rights and the laws of my kingdoms. 

It likewise forbids Christians, in illness or disease, to receive 
medicine, draughts, plasters, or any physic from Jews or 
Moors; or to eat with them, or accept their invitations to 
&a8t8, or Uyc in the some house, or bathe in the same batii; 
nor may they have Christian nurses to rear their children; 
nor have regular Christian servants or attendants in thdr 
houses or on tiieir lands. ' And tiiat the said Jews and Moors 
should every where wear a mark and different dresses, that they 
may be known from Christians, and that Jews and Moors do 
not reside among Christians, but within barriers and enekn 
sures aparL 

But it does not follow therefrom, that they are prohibited to 
f jcontract, buy, sell, or ex^nge any goods and wires among, 
and with Christians; nor are trades and useful handicrafb for- 
bidden to them, as clothesmen, silversmiths, carpenters, barbers, 
shoeinakci-s, tailors, clothiers, milliners, brariers, bridle-makers, 
fiddlers, rope-makers, potters, curriers, ba^^kct- makers, money- 
t:hangers, and all other similar trades, mechanical arts, and 
useful handicrafts, in which they use maiiunl labour and work. 
Christians may serve th< m in r-uch trades iml hnndicraltis lor 
just wages and hire, as no authority is thereby derived over 
them; nor are they in any way honoured thereby; nor can 
they assume power from such trades; nor can they thereby 
injure, molest, or condemn Christians; nor would it causo too 
much &miliarit]r, nor constant company and assooiation, pro- 
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▼ided the aaid Jews and Moors do not form partnerships with 
the said Christians in the said arts and trades^ or become 
too fiuniliar, or keep constant socie^ with them. Nor are 
Christians forbidden to tend thdr flocks» or till their lands ^ 
or guard them from injury in trayelling. 

And aa by the laws of my kingdoms, and the said bull, 
Christians are forbidden to receive medicines and aperients com- 
pounded 1} Jews or MoouiS, yet they may take advice from any 
learn ( 1 Jew or Moor; but the said prescription is to be pre- 
pared by a Christian, who understands and is acquainted with 
the articles of which it is composed. Notwithstanding, in case 
of need, recouiise may be had to Jewish and Moorish physicians, 
which in such cases is not prohibited or forbidden by the said 
bull, right, or the laws and ordinances of my kingdoms. On 
the contrary, it is permitted by them. 

Therefore I command all and each of you to guard, defend, 
and asBBSt the said Jews and Moors, their concerns and proper- 
ties; and that yon neither dd, nor permit any riot, tumult, or 
scandal against them; nur that any harm, injury, or wrong be 
done to them, without right or reason; for the said Jews are 
mine, and belong to my exchequer. And I take them under 
my safeguard, security, assistance, and royal protection, and 
which I order shall be duly observed. And that you, the said 
magistrates, have it published in all cities, towns, and places, 
by the public crier, in presence of a notary public, that all 
persons may know it. And should any person, after this pub- 
lication, act contrary, you are to prevent it, and arrest dicir 
pci-sons, sequestrate their property, and proceed against them 
and their property, for the highest civil and criminal penalties, 
which persons incur that violate the safeguard established hf 
their sovereign and natural lord. 

And tliiit you make i-ill and every person act accordingly, 
and iulfil and have the contents of this my order observed and 
executed, and that you do not aet otherwise, or violate it, or 
permit it to be infringed nnd transgressed, or any part thereof, 
in any manner, now or at any time heroaiier, but that you per* 
mit the peaceable residence, and proper association of Jews and 
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Moors among you without further molefltadon, in manner 
aforesaid, andm the exercise of the beforementioned rights that 

are not prohibited to them ; and that you neither prevent nor 

interdict any of the aforesaid trades to them; and further, that 
you neither forbid nor prevent them to buy, sell, contract, or 
barter any of the aforesaid articles, since neither by right, the 
laws of my kiuL^doins, nor the said bull, are they proliibited to 
them; nor are the trades and objects aforesaid forbi<]den, save 
and except depriving them of the offices mentioned in the said 
bull, and any other public office, dignity, or post of honour 
they may hoid^ wheieby they would be enabled to oppress 
Christians. 

Yet that they may be known among Christians conformably 
to communal rights, and as the said bull exacts, Jews and 
Moors are to wear their signs agreeably to the ordinance of 
Don Henry, my &ther. And furthermore, I command that in 
all cities, towns, and places where they reside, they shall live 
and dwell in separate enclosures and barriersi 

And in case they go to markets and public places to practise 
and eaoereise the said trades not prohibited to them by the said 
bull nor by right, or to contract, buy, sell, or barter any goods 
or merchanilise as aforesaid, you shall allot them places; but 
they shall be bound to make their habitual residence witliin 
the sai<i barriers, to which they are to return and assemble there 
to slee]), where tliev have tlieir regular (hvelliugs, and in no 
other house without tlie l)arricr of the city, town, and place 
where they reside. Besides, it is my pleasure, that, in all cities, 
towns and places where the said Jews and Moors have not 
separate barriers and appointed enclosures, such be appro- 
priated to them in populous and suitable districts, where they 
can live and reside commodiously. And, for my information, 
the same is to be immediately notified to me, that I may order 
and assgn a reasonable extent of ground, within whicli they 
can live and dwell. And should there not be in the city, 
town, or place, such populous district as can be conveniently,- 
and without detriment to Christians, given to them, then some 
other suitable place shall be assigned, where they can comfort- 

Q 
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My build And c oei lfu e t their homes. And in every other 
rcppoct yoa mn to tre*i and act kindlj to them, as justioe and 
the laws of my kingdotM enact, tinoe it is not opposed to the 
said bull. And as recrards the jiecuniary penalties, and other 
thinj^ therein combined beyond the foreiEfoing, I intend to send 
to the holy llitlior shortly, tha,t lluy nuiv be explained, and 
confined t«) the fultilment of the service of God, mine, the 
welfare of niy k'uij^'doni*:, and the preservation of my riglits. 
Furtbermom I eoninuiiid, that lu'ijccforwanl von make no oidiii- 
anees or statutes against the said Jews or Mooi-s witliout my 
penniaion and order; and if any have been made, tlioy are to 
be suspended and not executed, until you shew me cause for 
Aeir enactment. 1 will and command that they be suspended, 
and not aeted on, until 1 eatamine andoider what is to be done 
as a fore said. And you are not to act otherwise, under pain of 
my displeasure, deprivatioii of office, forfdture of bads, fiirors, 
rations, grants, and every other benefit yon hold from me, and 
confiscation of all other property to my exchequer. And fur- 
ther be assured, that should you act otherwise^ or permit the 
contrary to be done, I irill order that you be severely punished 
and chastised, so that no person presume to do the like. 
Given at Arevalo, 6th April, 1443. 

In 1445, a report was spread that the Jews had 
undermined the streets of Toledo, through which, on 
the festival of Corpus Christi, the procession of the 
Host was to pass, witli the intention of settin*? fire to 
it at the time. The mob would have faiien on them, 
had not the authorities proved the report to be false, 
and prevented the massacre. But they were not so 
fortunate-as to escape from the many fiilse accusations 
propagated against them. 

At the village of Tavora, a small place between 
Zamora and Benevente, a young man was condemned 
to death for some crime. His unhappy fitther, a black- 
smith, on the melancholy fate of his only child, com- 
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pletdy lost his senses. At night he would wander 
about the streets, knocking at people's dooFs. The 
inhalatants became so accustomed to his wanderings, 

that they took no notice of him, and he was known 
by all the town as " The Mad Jew." A party of 
Cliristian young men having been at some feasty as 
then cartomajy in Spain, «Uied out armed; they 
attacked and killed some Jews of the place. When 
the king iicard of it, he ordered tliem to be arrest^; 
but tlie people, to screen them from being treated as 
murdereis, in exculpation testified to the king that 
the demented smith, in revenge for the exeoation of 
his son, when at home, was making hooks and cramps 
to fasten the doors, and caltrops to strew in the sti*eets, 
intending to set fire to the place, when none could 
have escaped, which had induced them to conamit the 
act. As^ agreed in their story, the king and council 
considered they could not punish the whole population, 
and thus the guilty escaped.* Espina states, that the 
king prohibited Jews residing in Tavora, and that a 
magical brazen head kept in the castle, would exclaim 
when a Jew entered the town, A Jew is in Xavora;** 
and, when he left, The Jew is out of Tavora." 

After this tale, it would be loss of lime to discuss 
the credit due to Espina's stories. Another of his 
fabrications is, that being at Yalladoiid in 1454, a 
Genoese^ son of an eminent Jew physician named Don 
Solomon, came to him to be baptised, who related to 
him, that at Pavia one Simon de Ancona, a physician, 
with other Jews, had killed a child for theii' sacrifices, 
but they had escaped from justice. He says that he 
also told him, that four years before, when at Savona, 
in the Genoese territory, his father took him to a hoose 

Usque. 



Digitized by Google 



4 



228 FALSE ACCUSATIONS. [1454. 

where he met seven or eight Jews; they fastened the 
doors and killed a Christian child of two years old; 

its blood was caught in a basin ; they mixed apples, 
p€ar.H, and jxiuiided nuts with it, and all eat of it. 
The body was thrown into a privy. 

Such were the calumnies propagated by this enemy 
of the Hebrew people, to inflame the nnnds of a 
bigoted populace against the descendants of Israel. 
While they were thus obtaining tavours, distinctions, 
and even beatification, thedifliision of these falsehoods 
increased the misfortunes of the unfortunate Jews, 
the laws were t<:>o powerless to afford them protec- 
tion, the tribunals composed of declaied enemies, and 
their former brethren their most inveterate accusers. 

Commerce and industry had perished under the 
numerous persecutions; and to satiate the revenge of 
the nobles, Jews had been deprived in 1453 of farm- 
ing the royal revenues. 

At Avila, the bishop of Cuen^a, the prior of Gua- 
daloupe, and Friar Gk>nzales, of Dlescias, who had been 
appointed (jovernors, ordered the cities within their 
jurisdictions to receive and protect them. 

Henry IV . succeeded his father in 1454. From his 
conduct to the Jews of Toledo in 1441, he was con- 
sidered inimical to the Hebrew people. Advantage 
was iiiiii iediately taken of that and the disturbed state 
of the kingdoms, to propagate the most unfounded 
calumnies against them. The following is said to 
have occurred in that year. In the lands of Don 
Luis de Almaiizar, near Salanjanca, the child of a 
rich merchant went out one liohday finely dressed 
irith gold bands and tassels. Two thieves planned to 
lob him. They artfully enticed him away from the 
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town, and stripped hiin. The boy, crying, was 
returning home. The thieves being natives of the 
place, fearing discovery, ran after, caught and mur- 
dered him, and buried the body in a private part of a 
field. On the child being missed, strict search was 
made, and rewards offered for his discovery or for in- 
formation of him, A few days after, some shepherds, 
driving their flocks near the spot where the murder 
had been committed, their dogs scratching the 
ground discovered an arm, which they carried and 
laid at the feet of their masters. The shepherds, 
alarmed, repaired to the spot and found the body. 
The father, on learning this, went to the field with 
some friends, and recognised it to be the corpse of bis 
child. Considering who could have committed so 
cruel an act on a young innocent unoffending child, 
they decided it could not be a Christian, but that 
it must have been done by some Moor, slave, or Jew. 
As soon as the latter was named, it was set down as 
certain, as in Germany and other parts of Christen- 
dom, they were accused of stealing cliildren to sacrifice 
their blood. The report spreading that they had cooked 
the heart and eaten it, sJl the country was in arms, 
and prepared to wreak vengeance on ^e Jews. The 
king ordered a strict inquiry to be instituted, and 
throuw:h the ^ioldsmith to whom the thieves had sold 
the stolen articles, the truth was discovered.^ Espina 
says, a Jew with red hab was suspected, and on the 
rack confessed it; but that the Jews appealed against 
this extorted confession to the king, who appointed 
three judges to examine into the case. The Jew was 
acquitted, which he attributes to the king and judges 
having been bribed. 

• Usque. 
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Such were the inventions of Alphonso de Espina, 
to bring pc'i^ui ution on the Jews. Maiiy others might 
be adduced trom his ** Fortolitnm Fidei," but the fore- 
going will be sufficient to shew in its proper light, 
the animus and falsehood of this apostate. Henry 
was fully occupied in endeavouring to suppress the 
rebellions of the nobles. His favourite minister, 
Abraham Benevista^ was for two years the negotiator 
between the crowns of Castile and Aragon; and when 
taken prisoner at 1\idela, was oonsidered a pri^e of 
great importance. It wa.s probably jealousy towards 
this Israelite, that led the grandees in HGO to make 
it an absolute condition for laying down their arms, 
that the king should dismiss from his servioes Je^ 
and Moors, as they blemished religion and corrupted 
goo<l conduct;" but this was only an cxcusu to impose 
laws on their sovereign, and to oppress the descend- 
ants of Israel by flattering the passions of the people; 
for it would be surprising that men who outraged 
both, should appear so zealous for religion and good 
conduct* 

AVhilo tlic king was at liis favourite residence at 
Segovia, in 1461, a violent dispute arose between two 
friars on the treatment of the Jews. Coming from 
the pulpit of the church of Espirito Santo, it spread 
consternation in the court. One, with the bitterest 
acrimony, condemned the free communication held 
with them, prophesying innumerable evils on the 
whole kingdom (bat tolerated it. The other preached 
M\i\ proclfumed the maxims of the Gospel, and shielded 
ity the ejinons and the laAvs of Castile, delended the 
uttl'ortunatc race. More tluui once had the partisans 
of tlie ^wo monks nearly come to blows; and the 
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former would have succeeded in his devices, had not 
the king espoused the side of his opponent, yet he 
adopted no measures to restrain the fire that was 

then spreading through all his doiiiiiiions. This 
want of precaution was the cause that, in May of that 
year, the Jews of Medina del Campo suffered severely 
from the intemperate preaching of a fanatic monk, 
who, with a crucifix in hand, so inflamed his auditory, 
that they fell on the uufortunatc Israelites, burnt 
some of them with their books, and pillaged their 
property. When the king learnt of this riot, he 
arrested its progress by punishing the ringleaders. 

No legislation affecting the Jews is recorded until 
14f)2, at the cortes of Toledo, when a petition was 
presented, the tenor of which will be seen by the 
king's reply 

To this 1 answer, that I have ordered inquiry to be made 
respecting tlic contents of your petition, uud it lias been found 
that in moirt of the seigniories and abbacies of my kini^doms, 
the lawa you mention rt gurdin^' contractus and bonds between 
Christians and Jews are not observed, whereby some of the 
Jewries of the royal patrimony remove to live in the seigniories 
to my detriment and the injury of my revenue, taxes and dues. 
As many Jews live by buying and selUng, and experience 
shews they cannot dispose of their goods and merchandise 
without giving credit, and that they trade and make contiacts 
with each other, and that even oaths are administered in regard 
to their contracts, agreements, and decinons; although, were 
the laws observed in all the cities, towns and places in my 
kingdoms, and the seigmories, trading in goods and oontracts 
that &irly and justly might be made between Christians and 
Jews, would in a great measure cease, whereby my revenues, 
taxes, and dues, would be diminished: — 

And as I am informed that in the time of my father, Don 
John, whom I have succeeded, vaiiuud grontt} and petitions 
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were rignod by him, and subsequently by me, and oounter- 

BignfMl by fH>!ne of bis council and by mine, and by tbe auditors 
ol iuv atuivnctas., on the Fiil>j«H*t of your petition, some ot whom 
onli>r thi* said laws to he ohservc<l, and otheri^ direct them not 
to be entorced. AjuI as from the seventy of the law whieh 
enacts that Christians are not to burthen their consciences hy 
payin*: heavy cliarges to Jews, and as lawful and fair contracts, 
provcil to be such by public documents^ witnesses, or their own 
acknowledgment, and whieh have not been fraudulentlj made 
to cover usury are not paid ; desirous of remedying and 
providing for the same, as the holy fathers, Martin 
Eugenitts lY., and their successors have issued and granted 
certain bulls, wherein they deckre that without sin or charge 
against the said Jews, aU descriptions of contracts, treaties, 
agreements, and arrangements, that are necessary for their legal 
transactions, may be made. Confirming and approving the 
penalties establi^ed by justice and the lavs of our kingdoms 
airalnst Christians, Jews, and Moors, that lend on usury, and 
iuither extending the orduiances, if necessary and requisite, it 
is ray will and pleasure, that the said Jews and Jewesses, may 
frerly reeeive tiom Cliristlans and any other persons, witliout 
incurring penalties or Hues, lawlul contracts tbat are permitted 
by justice, and that are not usurious, nor dissembled and' 
fraudulently made for usury, but for sales, payments, barters, 
agreements, and in any other manner. And they may receive 
written and verbal acknowledgments and judgments in the 
said legal and permitted cases; and such agreements, judgments 
and adcnowledgments are valid, and shall have full force and 
efficacy in Uw, unless it be proved that they are usurious, or 
simulated, and fraudulently made to cover usury. It is my 
will and pleasure, and I will and command, that this be exe- 
cuted and fiilfilled, notwithstanding the laws and ordinances of 
tin? said king, Don Henry my irrandfiithcr, and the kings my 
ancestors of glorious memory, and tlieir presumptions and 
suppositions; which said laws, it is my will, shall have no force 
in justice, nor he entertained, contrary to this whieh I now 
make and orduin, and which henceforward shall be observed 
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and ezecnted. Bat I will, and U'is my pkasure, that in oon- 
tnicta for loans the cieditor sliall be bound within two yeaxs to 
prove its contents, and if the debtor deny or object to the same 
on oath or otherwise, ais not having been actually received or 

the amount given, this law may not in such case be renounced. 
This law which 1 now niiikc, will, ordaiu, and command, sliall 
be observed and fulfdled iu all contracts, judgments, agree- 
ments and covenants hitherto made, or that hereafter may be 
nuide, provided they are not usurious, nor simulated, and 
fraudulently made for usury, that have not been brought before 
justice. All I desire is i^nformable to justice; and it is my 
will, pleasure, and command, that it be observed and fulfilled 
in manner aforesaid, notwithstanding the laws and ordinances 
of the kings my predeoessozsy or of any charters granted by 
them, me, my ooimcH, or the auditors of my audeneias; nor 
shall such hereafter be granted. But it is my pleasure that 
bonds for loans that have or may be given to Jews, or other 
persons known as public usurers, are not to be enforced; but 
the laws and ordinances jnade by Don Henry my grandfather, 
and the lyings my predecessors, are to be acted on, under the 
presumptions therein contained. Persons arc to be considered 
as public usurers who are proved thrice, or oftener, to have 
lent on usury. 

The following year Henry repaired to the frontiers 
to have an interview with Louis XT. The extrava- 
gance and splendour the Castilian monarch displayed 
required large supplies. From Fontarabia he des- 
patched his finauce nunbter Gaon, to levy the pedido 
(a tax so called from the king asking it of the Basque 
I)rovinces, which at their pleasure they granted or re- 
fused). They termed thenaselves Hidalgos (noble- 
men), and ever declared their independence of royal 
authority, and only acknowledged the sovereign of 
Castilu as lord of Biscay. As this was an infringe- 
ment ou their liberties and privileges, on the arrival 
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of the Jew at Tolosa, the populace aesasnnated him. 

Heni }', cnnijrefl, sent to demand the surrender of the 

imii\krors, wliirh was refused, aiid the following 
tuiswer returned by the Biacajans. 

The Baaquet are the repreeentatiYet of the I1)eriaii nation. 
They laviahod thar hlood against the GarthagtnianB, Bomans, 
and Goths, for Spanish freedom. They restored Spain hy ex- 
pelling the Saracens who had conquered it from the barhariana. 

For upwards of six centuries the Basques struggled with the 
Caliphs of the West. The small state of Castile scarcely ex- 
isted, when our nation living in the Pyrenees reckoned ages 
of glory and enterprise. In return for the services we have 
rendered Castile, we claim to be allowed peaceably to enjoy 
our lives and liberties, which our ancestors preserved to us at 
the cost i if ?o much bloody and so many glorious deeds. If, bow- 
ever, the Castilians act ungrate^y and unjustly towards us, 
they shall find to their cost, who were and still are thdr mas- 
ters in the art of war, and their mountaineer liberators. As 
regards the pedido unjustly demanded of us, and the death of 
the Jew, know that the braye Guipuscoan who killed him, 
deserves well of his country. Tell this to King Henry. Be- 
turn and bid him remember that one of our fiandamental laws 
is We ordain that any person, whether a native or foreigner, 
who shall coerce any man, woman, people, village, or town of 
Guipuscoa, by order of our Lord, the king of Castile, which 
has not been previously agreed to and sanctioned by the general 
asseniltly; or whoever violates our rights, laws, charters, and 
privileges, shall not be obeyed; and if he persists he shall 
be put to death." 

The assassination of Gaon reiiKuiiL'd un[)Uiiished; 
for Henry was too weak to attempt any severe mea- 
sures against those hardy mountaineers. 

Although bonds given by Christians to Jews had 
been declared void, the law was not enforced ; and that 
justiee wa^ done to tliem, is proved by a document yet 
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existing, which states that Don Lope Lopez de Ayala, 
the ordinary Alcalde of Yittoria, sold, the 16th Au- 
gust of this year, by public auction,* the property of 
Don Beltran de Guevara, at the demand and suit of 
Don Abraham Algadia, for a bond of eight thousand 
maravedis due to him. 



CHAPTER XXL 

Laws made at Medina dd Campo. — Accused of crud- 

fyifKj a Child. — Persecution of Converts^ the causes, — 
John II, of AragoH operated on for Cataract. — The 
Jewry of Pampkma ordered to be repaired* — Cortes 
of Ocana, — Mock Deposition of Henry* — Fers&sur 

tion in Andalusia. — Riot at Segovia Outrages in 

Sicilg. — Assessment in Castile. — Imbella becomes 
Queen — The Crowns of Castile and Aragon united. 
— Cortes of Toledo.^The Inquisitian fotmded. 

HesbYj finding the laws to be ineffective, appointed 
the count of Palencia, the marquis de Villena, and 

some otlier noblemen, to revise them and Ibrm a new 
code, which tliey did. They are dated Medina del 
Campo, 16th January, 1465; but it was never carried 
into effect. The foUowingi confirming former laws, 
respected only the Jews and Moors : — 

Law 7. — Not to make Christians converts to their religions. 

98. — Nut to hold pu.^ts giving tliein autliorlty over Cliristiaus. 

To rosirlc in their own .lowrie.s ;nul Alj:imai». 
1)9. — ( liiiftiuiia not to Uvc within tlic Jewhca or Mooiibh 

Aljauuit. 

* Aocurdos Vic. vol. t., p. 54. 
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100. — To wear the distinguishing badge. 

101. — Not to work in public on Sundays and ChnBtiaa holidays. 
102* — Chnstians not to live in their houses. 

103. — Not to be collectors or fimners of taxes; nor for,noble- 

men, church dignitaries, etc. 

104. — Not to sell proyisions to Chrisdans. 

105. — Not to leave their houses from Holy Thurs4ay until 

Saturday. 

106. — Not to be apothecaries or compounders of medicine for 

Christians. 

107. — To give up the person from whom they had received 

any thing claimed as having been stolen. 

108. — Not to possess Chrisdan slaves. 

109. — Not to build new synagogues or mosques. 

110. — May possess landed property, as granted by Henry III. 

111. *^ Not to take crudifixes or church-plate in pledge. 

112. — The law respecting bonds confirmed. 

113. — Bonds made in the names of Christians for their benefit 

to be null and void. 

114. — Not to act as advocates for Christiaus. 

115. — Penalties on magistrates not publishing these laws, 

116. — Oaths of Christians to Jews or Moors not to be binding 

by law. 

1 17. — Christians not to be copartners with them. 

118. — Not to wear silk, gold, pearl, scarlet, or cloaks. 

119. — Not to be allowed to quit the countzy. 

146. — The ordinance of 1433 respecting the guards of Eepinosa 
and Bania, confirmed. 

In 14G8 tlic Jews were again accused of murdering 
a child. The story is thus told. The Jews of Sepul* 
veda, by the advice of their rabbi^ Solomon Pichon, 
caught a child, and carried it to a retired spot, where, 
after cruelly illtreating, they crucified it. Don Juan 
Arias, bishop of Avila, then supreme judge of matters 
that concerned the faith, on hearing of it, had a num- 
ber of Jews arrested and put to the torture, under 
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which some acknowledged the crime, whereapon he 

sent sixteen to Segovia. Some were burnt, others 
were hung and quartered; yet these executions did 
not satisfy the inhabitants of Sepulveda, they swore 
to exterminate them. Animated by a desire for 
vengeance and a thirst for plunder, they attacked them 
in their houses, and immolated the major part to 
their fury; the remainder saved themselves by flight, 
seeking an asylum in other towns, in which they 
experienced great difficulty; for the report had spread, 
and in every place some shnilar tale was renewed. 

Hitherto all the shafts of rage and cruelty had been 
directed against those who continued firm to their 
faith and the religion of their forefathers, even amidst 
riots and massacres; the lives and properties of those 
who had embraced Christianity had been respected. 
Persecutitjii began to present another aspect ; the mere 
fact of being a descendant of Judah was sutidcient. 
Honours and favours bad been heaped on those who 
had abjured Judaism; now, their sincerity becoming 
suspected, they were regarded with dislike and mis- 
trust. This change of conduct towards the converts 
arose from various causes. Christians did not stand 
so much in need as formerly of the Hebrew people : 
their conquests within and without the Peninsula, 
and the study of ancient literature by the higher 
classes, had contributed to render them less dependent 
than they had hitherto been for the arts and sciences 
on Jewish rabbis. Old Christians, particularly the 
clergy, regarded with envy and jealousy the honours 
conferred on apostates, to their prejudice. Catliolic 
domination could not tranquilly permit the descendants 
of Israel to partake the ascendancy they considered 
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as belonging exclanvely to theoiBolves. The dergy 
of Spain at this period is represented by Mariana to 

have been extronR'ly isrnorant, few understood Latin ; 
they were generally addicted to gluttony and debauch- 
ery ; their avarice corrupted every thing. The pur- 
chase of benefices had formerly been held to be 
simony, now it was considered a legitimate mode of 
;iiii.i.«isinof wealth." Probably it was by these moans 
converts fi*equently obtained high ecclesiasticiil dig- 
nities. The new Christians liad not with their religion 
abandoned their industrious habits. Their wealth and 
prosperity were inducements that avaricious people 
could not resist, and, instijj^atcd by many fanatic eccle- 
siastics, under the cloak of re%ionf their plunder and 
assassination was the consequence. 

A deputation of Jews and oonverts £rom Yalladolidy 
where they had suffered, went to the king at Segovia 
to ask his assistance and protection against the injuries 
they experienced from the partizans of his sister, 
Donna Isabella, to whom the disaffected nobles had 
repeatedly offered the crown. When she learned it| 
she hastened with her husband Don Ferdinand from 
Duerias; but sought in vain to quiet the disturbance. 
Blood had been shed, the laws had been trampled on ; 
but the converts obtained no satisfaction. YaUadohd 
returned to its allegiance. Henry, pleased at the city, 
returning to his authority, and the riot being quelled, 
remained satisfied, and feared to punish the guilty, 

John II. of Aragon, in 1468, was successfully ope- 
rated on for cataract in both eyes by an eminent Jew, 
surgeon and physiciaii of Lerida, named Abiathar. 

l)onna Leonora, the princess of Navarre, for the 
preservation of the Jewry of Pampluna, ordered the 
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auditors of accounts to oblige the Jews that resided 
without it to remove thereto, threatening punishment 

for non-compliance, and to compel the Jewry to repair 
the houses belonging to the royal patrimony.* 

Henry held a cortes at Ocaua in 1 469, at which the 
following petition was presented z — ^ 

Besides, most high Sir, your highness knows that the kings, 
your predecessors of glorioua memory, hy many laws enacted 
in cortes, prohibitc l Jcwbund Moors being farmci"saiid receivers 
of 3^our trib\iie.s and taxes, and that they sliould not be bailiila 
and stewards to Christians, nor hold other posts in the house- 
hold of grandees, under certaiu penalties imposed by the said 
laws, on those who should accept such offices; and we know 
the said kings had just cause for the said prohibition. But as 
we see that the said laws are not observed, and that the prin- 
eipol offices in the customs and the collection of your revenues, 
taxes, and duties, are held by Jews, and we believe were your 
revenues let at reasonable prices, Christians woidd &nn them, 
and as the laws of the kingdoms eitact, they ought to be let to 
them lower; but even worse is done in your kingdoms, for many 
prelates and other ecclesiastics farm to Jews and Moors the 
revenues and tithes that bclonfj to tlicm ; and thcv enter churches 
to apjjortlon the tithes among the contributors, to the great 
offence and injury of the church. And as by the said laws 
Jews and Moors are prohibited being cuUectors of tlie royul 
taxes and revenues, with greater reason ought they to be pro- 
hibited being farmers and collectorB of tithes and other ecclesi- 
astical revenues. Therefore we entreat your highness will be 
pleased to order that the Uws of your kingdoms thereon be 
observed, and that your high auditors hereafter observe, and 
do not contrary to their tenor and &rm. And further, to order 
and forbid Jews and Moors henceforward to &rm, collect, ask, 
or demand tithes, or any other revenues of the church, or of 
any oilier ecclesiastic, and to impose severe penalties for so 
doing. 

To this no {uiswer appears oa reitord. 

^ Arch. Nat. Cmc 160, No 68. ^ Pet. 30. 
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The king foand many of the diBaflfected grandees 
desirous of deposing him; and a mock depositioa was 
publicly performed at Avila. At the head of these 

rebellious nobles wtis the arohbihlioji uf Toledo, through 
whose intrigues the iufkuta, Donna Isabella^ contrary 
to the wish of the king her brother, had been married 
to Ferdinand, heir to the crown of Aragon, 

Andaltisia was deluged with Jewish blood in 147S. 
Ihe populace sought to exterminate the descendants 
of Israel. Plunder was their aim. The storm fell 
alike on those who had recdved baptism, and on those 
who remained firm to the religion of their ancestors. 
The tempest commenced at Cordova. The infuriated 
mob, ^vithout dread of ])unibiiment, attacked these 
miserable people. Those who kept from the tumult, 
said it was a punishment from God, as many of the 
oonTerts forsook and apostatised from the Christian 
religion, which they had previously embraced. Other 
cities and towns followed the example of Cordova. 
The storm fell with the greatest violence on Jaeu. 
The constable, Iranza, endeavoured to protect them 
from injury, and with his soldiery made head against • 
their furious assuilants. The mob, enraged at their 
attempt bcuig frustrated, conspired against him, and 
assassinated the worthy magistrate while attending 
mass in the cathedral. Their thirst for revenge and 
their fury respected nothing; in the most solemn ser- 
vice of Catholic worship, a church was desecrated by 
murder. The protection afforded the Hebrews served 
to multiply victims. The laws in their favour tended 
oi^y to increase conflicts. The Andalusian movement 
was soon followed by the Castilians. The disaffected 
and turbulent grandees seized this new pretence to 
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gain their hioessant pretensions, as the following event, 
in 1474, at Segovia, deiiioiistrates. 

Don Juan de Pacheco, thinking by intrigue to re- 
gain hia former favour with Don Henry, planned to 
dispossess Don Andres de Cabrera (husband of Donna 
Beatrice de Bobadilla, lady to the InfiiLnta Isabella, and 
who enjoyed the fullest confidence of the princess) of 
his command, as governor of the Alcazar of Segovia. 
To gain his purpose, he seduced many persons of dis- 
tinedon in the city, concerting wiih them that, under 
pretence of following the example of those that perse- 
cuted the converted Jews, they should shout and arm ; 
and a riot being caused, he would fall on Don Andres, 
imprison him, and seize the Alcazar. The plan be* 
came known, but shortly before it was to take place ; 
Cabrera scarcely had time to prepare himself, and 
repair to the defence of the converts and city. The 
rebellion broke out — Segovia was ^ed with armed 
men — the houses of the converts were attacked — 
every thing was destroyed — and every unfortunate 
descendant of Israel they met was murdered. The 
massacre would have been imnieiise, had not the 
governor hastened with a body of troops to arrest the 
havoc and overawe the rioters. The parties met, the 
city was strewed with corpses. For a time victory 
appeared doubtful, but the king's troops fought with 
the greatest bravery and concert. The slaughter 
was dreadful. Wherever the conspirators and rioters 
showed themselves, they were defeated and dispersed; 
and for once Jewish blood was in a measure avenged, 
although Pacheco was not punished for causing the 
riot. 

^ What is inconceivable is, that in the middle of the 

R 
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fifteenth centuiy, the age o£ the Marqnia de SantUlanai 
Juan de Mena, Joi*g® Manrique, and Don Henry o£ 

Aragon, there should be a Castilian nobleman who, 
by a cold calculation to suit his jiinbition and policy, 
would be ready to immolate numerous families who, 
by a solemn abjuiadon, had aeparated themselves from 
the Jewish fiock; and who, living under the safeguard 
of the laws, never could have expected such attacks. 

The storm was not contiiiod to the Iberian con- 
tinent* Sicily, which then belonged to the crown of 
Aiagon, became the scene of similar attacks on the 
Jews. In many cities and towns without any known 
cause the armed po])ulace like furies conunitted the 
most violent outrages ; disregarding the orders of the 
viceroy Don Lope de Urrea, and heedless of the 
execution of some of the guilty, they murdered many 
and plundered the houses of this unfortunate people. 

Notwithstanding the hiws and bulls against Jews 
practising as physicians, or liukUni:* public uilices, the 
following document shews the king continued to em- 
ploy them:— 

To the chief auditon of our lord the Imig, the apportioDment 
that I, Babln Jacob aben Kunes, physictanof our lord the ki 



his chief judge and apportioner of the taxes which the Jewries 

of his kingdoms and dominions are to pay annually, I make 
that the said Jows are to pay this year, 1474, for taxes to liis 
highness, 450,000 muravcdis. The Jewries of the bishoprjc of 

Burgos .... 30,800 Salamanca and Ciu- 

dad Rodrigo. . 12,700 
Calahora . . . 31,100 Leon and Astorga . 31,700 
Palencia ..... 54,500 ZamoTa .... 9,600 

Osma 19,600 Plasenm. . . . 56,900 

Sigueiua . . . 15,500 Archbishopric of 

Toledo . . . 64,400 
Segovia .... 19,500 The Jews of Anda- 
lusia .... 59,800 

Avila .... 39,590 
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wbidi together amoant to 451,000 manyedia,' and which the 
aaid Jewries are to pay the said lord the kmg for thesud taxes 
for this present year, 1474, in the manner stated, according 

to tlie details wiiLten on both sides of four sheets of pajicr, 
signed with my name. This appointment made in the city of 
Segovia. Babbi Jacob aben Nunes. 

Was it that the Hebrews possessed more integrity, or 
that they were more exact in collecting the taxes, which 
induced Henry, in defiance of the laws, and the threats 
of the confederate representatives, not only to have 
Jew receivers and collectors of taxes, but like^vise that 
they should ^tjde themselves his chiet judges? The 
Jews were more attached to passive gains, more 
accustomed to bear the insults and odium attached to 
those offices, and they presented more satisfactory 
results to the state than the collectors of the cities. 
The admioistration oi the Jews was to a certaLri point 
as necessaiy in the fifteenth century as it had been in 
former ages. Henry, notwithstanding his weakness 
and natural indolence, could not be unacquainted with 
the state of the public revenues, nor think of loriiiinsT 
a new system when he had not time to avoid the per- 
secutions of the turbulent grandees. Other reasons 
likewise existed why one of the Hebijew nation should 
apportion the contributions of the Jewries ; it was not 
possible that Christians would have the requisite 
impartiality to make an equitable and just division. 
This would have been destroying them at one blow, 
and would deprive the state of the wealth that contri- 
buted to its support and aggrandizement. These two 
cii'cumstances must have had gi'eat weight in the 

' The figureii Uo not agree with the amount stated, owing probably to 
iOine tjrpograpbical error; the difference of 1000 uioravcdis, liios 8up> 
poMt lo be wr the Rabin or bit necfetary. 
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minds of the sovereigns, although sometimes the riots 
and disturbances compeUed them to fail in doing 
justice, by leaving the massacres of the Jews, un- 
punished. Referring to the apportionment, the great 
reduction of this contribution will be perceived. In 
foniier times it had produced large sums to the public 
treasury, and was the most certain, from not being 
subject to the votes of the Cortes, nor the fluctuation of 
an absurd and frequently contradictory policy, nor the 
eventual calamities of the country. This diminution 
may be attributed to the repeated persecutions which 
induced many to receive baptism, others to emigrate, 
and the ruin many celebrated Jewries had sulfered. 
Castile at this period contained two hundred and 
seventeen Jewies. The value of inoney having more 
than doubled, the Hebrew population in that kingdom 
may be estimated from the amount of the tax at 
between 200,000 and 300,000 of sixteen years and 
upwards. 

On the death of Henry, the cities and fortresses 
raised the royal standard, and declared in favour of 
his sister, Donna Isabella, excluding the daughter of 
his second queen. Donna Juana, Infanta of Portugal, 
who, from her mother's intimacy with Don Beltran 
de la Cueva, with the privity of the king, was con- 
sidered illegitimate. In Henry's lifetime, some 
grandees, at his desire, swore allegiance to the young 
Donna Juana, from which they were now absolved 
by the pouLifical legate. Although the Portuguese 
armed in support of Donna Juana's rights^ their de- 
feat at the battle of Toro confirmed the crown to 
Isabella; and, by the death of his fathefr, Don Juan, 
in 147 D, Ferdinand succeeded to the throne of Aragon, 
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by which the two kingdoms became united under 

these sovereigns. The union of Castile and Aragon 
could not fail to produce the most favourable effects 
for the aggrandisement of Spain and the royal author- 
ity^ which had hitherto been despised and disregarded* 
To secure her triumph, and strengthen her party, the 
queen had been obliged, on ascending the throne, to 
gratify the ambition of many grandees by honors and 
presents. The united sovereigns resolved to put an 
end to the restless feudal anarchy ; and, well aware that 
for the tran(juillity of the kingdoms, attacks on the 
Jews, like those which had taken place at Cordova, 
Jaen, Valladolid, and other towns^ should not be 
repeated, their efforts were directed to the happiness 
of their vassals. 

They held a cortes at Toledo in i4(S0, when many 
laws were enacted for the government of the joint 
kingdoms* The following' regarded the Jews and 
Moors alone: — 

Law 63* — According to the andeat laws of the kingdoms, 
oar guards of Es^nosa were to charge the Jews that came to 
receive us, twelve maravedis; but, in conndention of the dif- 
ference of money, it ought to be increased* We therefore 
ordain and command, that instead of twelve maravedis, they 
shall have for each book of the law, four reals of plate; and they 
bliall not demand or cliargc more, under the penalty for tliose 
who act contrarv. often days' imprisonment in irons, and pay- 
ing tw^e the anu unt received, whicli shall be r^iven to the 
l>oor; and if we enter a town twice in a year, this tax is only 
to be paid the first time. 

§ 76. — As great injury and inconvenience results from the 
constant society of Jews and Moors living intermixed with 
Christians, we ordain and command, that all Jews and Moors 
of every city, town, and place in these our kingdomsi whether 



Digitized by Google 



2i6 



COKIBB or TOL 



4 III 



[1480 



tliej m m the rojal dooMiai, ibe aeigiuories, lordshipe, ab- 
badei, or bAmging lo inilitaij oida«» ahall htawe their disitnel 
and Bepiiita Jewrici and Hoorki lij thaaadv^ and not re- 
tide intemiijrod jritli ChiistiaiM: nor haYe endomrea togeUier 
wi^ diem; which order shall be escecnted and fulfilled within 
two jeaia next fiiUowing the day these our laws shall be pub- 
li^ied and prodaiiiied n our capHaL To effect and fulfil whid^ 
wc intend iromediatelv to appoint trustwortbj persons, to make 
the sciivl H juration?. in'l»v..:liig the groimds, housei, and gitcs 
when- tliey can ix>QvcnlentIy rojiide, and carrv on their business 
with the people. An<i it in the place? so ap}>ointed, the Jewa 
have not »jnagugu«-s, nor the Moors mosques, wc order tlie 
persons so deputed to appoint as many and as extensive 
grounds and houses within the said enclosures, where n the 
said Jews may erect as many synagogues, and the Moosa 
mosqiieay as they had in the places they quitted; and the synar 
gogues and mosques they foimerly had in those places, are no 
longer to be used as such. And we hereby give lioenoe and 
authorily to the said Jews and Moors to dispose of, or sell to 
whomsoeyer they choose, or pull down, and do what they please 
with the synagogues and mosques they leave; and to erect and 
build others of the same dimeiuions on the sites and grounds 
that shall be appointed for the purpose, which they may erect 
and build without hindrance or obstruction, and without incur- 
ring, or being liable to any penalty for bo doing. And we 
order, that the persons appoinie l I v our letters for the per- 
formance liereof, do compel and lucnce the owners ot such 
houses and grounds that may he designated for the erection 
and building of the said synagogues, mosques, and dwellings, 
to sell them to the said Jews and Moois at reasonable prices, 
to be fixed by two persons, one to be named by the CJiristian 
owner, and the other by the Jewries, for the grounds required 
by Jews, and that for Moors by theb aljamas; under oath, 
that they will truly, MthfuUy, and impartially value them; 
and the better to effect which, they shall receive every infor- 
mation from the officers of the place if they require it; and if 
the two do not agree, the said deputy, or deputies, shall meet 
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Ibe pBTtieB so sworn, and d^nmne together the Talue of the 
houses and grounds. And we order, that the aljamas of the 
said Jews and Moors use diligence and care, that within the 
said term of two years they have the houses in the enclosure 

finished, and dwell therein; and that hereafter they do not 
reside among Chrl.stians, nor any where without the enclosures 
and places assigned for the said Jewries and Moories, under 
pain that anv Jew or Moor who rcaides without the said enclo- 
sure or barrier, by the act loses all his property, which shall be 
confiscated to our treasury, and tlieir persons be at our disposal. 
And any judges may, within their jurisdiction, have them 
anested, wherever found, and send them at their expense to 
our court, that we may order to be done to their persons and 
property what our pleasure wills. Bonds made in their favor 
are void* And we order noblemen and commanders of cities, 
towns, and places of the seignioiies, military orders, abbacies, 
and lordships, that eachi wiihin their respectiye places and oom- 
manderies, immediately appoint the grounds, houses» and ntes 
for the synagogues, mosques, and dwdliiigs that they may re- 
quire, 80 that within the said term of two years the said sepa- 
ration be effected. And that each of the Sidd Jews and Moors 
live and dwell within their enclosures, under the penalty of 
such noblemen or commanders forfeitinnr whatever sums they 
are in any manner entitled to on our bo ok-, or by our grants. 

§ 117. — When the Jews come to receive tlie king, none but 
the person who carries the book of the law shall wear Taleth, 
or the cloth, over their clothes, nor in carrying a corpse for 
interment, are they to wear it, or chaunt in t^ie streets. 

In carrying into general effect former laws for con- 
fining Jews and Moors in Jewries, their ordinance 
was equitable and just towards tliose they had de- 
termined ahould be isolated from the Christiaa in- 
habitants. In some towns it was immediately attended 
to, for in the records of the Town Coancil of Yittoria, 
on the 2 1 . st IVbruary, 1481, mention is made of its 
extending from the King'b bridge to the houses of 
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Don Solomon and Don Elieser Taoon, ahopkeeper, 
which had belong^ed to his &ther Don Gaon, and ia 

now called the New Street.* 

Shortly after, that dreaded tribunal, the Inquisition, 
conunenced its sanguinary proceedings, from which 
may be dated the be^ning of the desoUtion and 
depopulation of the most fertile and productive state 
of Europe. 



CHAPTER XXIL 

The JnquisiHan. — Of^posiUon to its eataUiahmmt. — 

Uisqtte's picture of it, — Torqucmada. — Llorente's 

observa&ni.s on it. — Tts Poiver Number of Victims, 

— Itidicatiom of Judaism of the New Christiana, — 

Inscriptions an the Offices at Semlie Inquisitors of 

Toledo.^Extracts of Lbrent^s History of it 

Although many authors date the introduction of the 
Inquisition iftto Spain in the year 1481, it was first 
founded by a brief of Gregoiy IX. in 1233, against 
Heretics generally, but more particularly against the 
Albigenaes; and its administration was entrusted to 
Dominican fnarsin Aragon. Jews and Moors were not 
subject to its jurisdiction, unless verbally or by their 
writings they induced Catholics to embrace their reli- 
gion. P>iit whe n the kingdom of Aragon became united 
to Castile, by the marriage of Ferdinand with Isabella, 
he transplanted to his new dominions what jnay be 
termed the modern Inquisition ; but from the severity 

* Acuerd de Vit. p. 44. 
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of its statutes sanA laws it was generally resisted, eteQ 
by the Aragonese, who had patiently submitted to the 

yoke of the former. The major part of the officers of 
state in Aragon were descended from Israelites; they 
had daughters, sisters, nieces, and other relatives, who 
would become wives to the first nobles of the king* 
dom; so that actuslly they are the ancestors of many 
grandees of Spain of the present day. By tlieir pow- 
erful Influence, they engaged the representatives of 
the nation to appeal to the pope and the king against 
the introduction of the new Inquisitional code. The 
resistance of Saragossa where the chief inquisitor, 
Arbues, was assassinated in the cathedral, extended to 
nearly all the pruvinceb of Aragon. At Teruel, violent 
popular tumults were only quelled by the extreme 
severity of the measures taken by Ferdinand. Similar 
riots took place at Valencia, and the same rigorous steps 
were adopted to put them down. In Catalonia, at 
Barcelona, Lerida, and many other cities, the estab- 
lishment of the new Inquisition was obstinately op- 
posed. But Ferdinand was bent on enforcing it in 
his states. It offered an easy mode of replenishing his 
treasury, by the confiscation of the immense wealth 
of the Jews, and the advantage of being assisted in 
the execution of his plan by the Pope. The only 
obstacle he bad to overcome was the repugnance of 
Isabella to consent to what was proposed to be done 
in Castile. She woiikl not sanction what was directly 
opposed to the natural mildness of her disposition ; but 
he was certain of obtaining her consent by alarming 
her conscience, and making her believe that under the 
circumstances it was a religious duty; and by the 
representations of her councillors she was ultimately 
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indaoed to permit its introdttction ; and the tribunal 

thus graphically described by Usque, became finnly 
established in Castile and Aragon. 

They introduced from Borne a ferocious monster, of so 
strange and Iddeous a form, ihat at its name alone all Europe 
trembled. Its body, ooveied with scales harder than steel, is 
formed of rough iron and yenomous matter. A thousand 
wings of black feathers raise it from the ground; it moyes on a 
thousand distorted feet; its countenance partakes of the ferocity 
of the lion, and the horrid likeness of the serpent of the deserts 
of Africa.. The size of its tectli is that of the strongest ele- 
phant. Its hreath kills more speedily than the basilisk. Its 
mouth and eyes incessantly vomit devourlncr llames; it feeds 
only on human bodies. The velocity of its ilight exceeds that 
of the eagle. However bright the sun may shine at the time, 
wherever it passes it causes a sad and fearful obscurity, and 
leaves in its track a darkness similar to that inflicted on the 
£gyptians as a plague. Wherever it takes an upward flight, 
every green thing it treads on, and every leafy tree whereon it 
rests its feet, it hlights and withers. Like a cancerous worm, 
by its venom it destroys their roots, and leaves every thing 
within its range desolate as the arid sands of Syiia.^ 

The plea for its introduction, was the pretended 
necessity for punishing the apostasy of the newly con- 
verted Spanish Jews; but Judaism was only the 
pretext for the eBtablishment of the Inquisition by 
Ferdinand V. The real motive of this extraordinary 
measure, wa^ to put in force a system of confiscation 
against the Jews, that would make all their wealth 
£Edl into the hands of government; while Sextus lY. 
had no ^other design, than to realise the project so 
cherished by the Roman See, of extending its autho- 
rity. 

The blood-thirsty Torquemada and his successors . 

^ Coosolayau, etc. 
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rendered it a terror to all Spain. No one was safe 
from its banefal influence ; for not only Jews, Moors, 
and converts from the Mosaic and Mahomed an creeds 
fell under its colossal power, but even their descend- 
ants were dedared base and infamoiiB. It will not 
appear less unjust than croel, ij^t a family should be 
deprived of the consideration it enjoys, merely because 
its ancestors were Jews. Yet Llorente asserts, 

That the Arias Davila, coQiits of Pugnorofitio, are among 
ihem in the male line, and nearly all the grandees of Spain 
firom the female. The Spanianis only began to boast of not 
being of Jewish descent, when the policy of the Inqnintion 
made it to be regarded as daageioua and humiliating to have 
such an origin. All Spaniards are descended either from 
idolatrous Pagans, Mahometan Moors, or Israelites. The 
least honourable of these origins is exactly that which the 
ca[)riciousness of our ideas makes us prefer to the others. I 
allude to the former. Is it not known that idolators, not con- 
tent with worshipping false divinities, de^|nto of reason and 
humanity, offered human sacrifices to them, while Mahometans 
and Jews acknowledge an only Grod, the true Creator of the 
universe, and never degraded human nature, by immolating 
4heir fellow-creatuies to filse deities? It required an institu- 
tion like the holy office, so completely to denaturalise tiie light 
of natural leason, the empire and action of which aie of such 
incontestable utility for the government of human society.* 

No one was beyond its reach. Royal princes, 
miniflters of state, nobles, archbishops, bishops, and 
even persons sabsequently canonised, were peraecnted 
by it. The dead were not suffered to rest in peace. 

The bodies of those suspected of heresy were exhumed 
and burnt, for the purpose of robbing the lieirs of the 
property, as unless they could prove the innocence 
of the accused, confiscation was the consequence. 

^ Preface. 
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Instances bave occoired where men have been forced 
to refund the dowries reoeived with their wives, 

from the father-in-law having been declared guilty 
of heresy before the marriage of the daughter; for 
it was difficulti if not impossible, to rebut secret ac* 
cusatioBS, the accused bdng informed neither who 
were the accusers, nor the act he was accused of. It 
was butiicient for a converted Jew to die rich, for 
them to enWour to raise suspicions of his faith and 
religion, so great was the ill*will towards the descend- 
ants of Jews, and the wish of persecuting them, thereby 
to enrich themselves by their s^^oils, as one third of 
the confiscated property went to the Inquisition, a 
third to defray the expenses of the trial, and a third 
to the king. Tortures of the most barbarous descrip* 
tion often extorted the confession of crimes the inno- 
cent sufferers had not committed. The Castiiians, 
although not as violent as the Aragonese, were equally 
as averse to the establishment of the Inquisition, for 
when the inquisitors arrived at Seville, and exhibited 
their commission and the king's orders, they could 
neither procure the small nimiber of persons, nor any 
other assistance they required to commence their 
operations. The council of the sovereigns issued a 
new order from Medina del Gampo to the authorities 
of Seville and the diocese of Cadiz, to assist the 
inquisitors to install themselves, and enter on their 
office, yet the order of the king was interpreted as 
only affecting the inhabitants of dties and towns 
belonging to the royal domains, whereupon many of 
the new Christians removed to those of the duke of 
Medina Sidonia, the marquis of Cadiz, the count 
d'Arcos, and other noblemen. This voluntary exile 
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induced the inquisiton^ ever thirsting for prey, to 
obtain an ordinance from the king against the emi- 
grants. The new tribunal declared that the fact of 
their emigration almost convicted them of heresy, in 
seeing by flight to avoid the surveillance and autho- 
rity of the Inquisition. The flrst act of its jurisdic- 
tton after its installation at the Dominican convent of 
St. Paul, at Seville, was to publish an edict, statiii<^ 
that from the information which they had received of 
the emigration of the new Christians, they ordered the 
marquis of Cadiz, the count d'Arcos, dukes, marquises, 
counts, knights, grandees of Spain, and other noble- 
men of the kiiigtloni of Castile, to seize their persons 
within the term of hfteen days, and to send them 
under escort to Seville, and to sequestrate their pro* 
perty, under pain of excommunication of those who 
do not conform to the order, besides the other penalties 
they would in justice incur as abettors of lieresy, par- 
ticularly coniiscation of their property, and the loss of 
their titles, offices, and rights as nobles; from which 
it will be seen, that it was no sooner installed than it 
commenced its encroachments on the civil and royal 
power. 

During the eighteen years that Torquemada was 
inquisitor-general, the number of victims is stated by 
ootemporary historians to have been as Ibllows:^"* 

10,220 burnt alive. 

6,860 bunit in effigy, peiBons who were dead or had 
eecapod. 

97,321 who were declared infiunoua^ and excluded from 
public honourable offices, and punished by confis- 
cfltion of their property and perpetual impriaon- 
ment. 

114,401 
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Thus makmg more than a hundred thonaand mur- 
dered and sacrificed under the cloak of religion. What 

profanation of the saci'ed uame of that wiiich is the 
consolation of every faith ! 

Exclusive of the victims, how many, from the ties of 
relationship or friendship, participated in the misfor- 
tunes of those condemned, when the following edict 
for the supposed apostasy of the new Christians was 
declared imperative on every Catholic, to denounce 
thekn to the holy oifice, under pain of incurring lliem- 
selves the liabUity of an inquisitorial prosecution? 
l)read of so cruel a tribunal, and in many instances 
private animosity (as the accuser's name was always 
an inviolable secret), led to the butchery of numerous 
innocent individuals. 

■ 1. \\ lieu a Jew who iias been baptized, expects the Messiah, 
or says he has not corae. 

2. When having been regenerated by bapUBm, he again 
embraces Judaism. 

3. l£ he says the law of Moaes is as efficacious for salvatbn 
as Christianity. 

4. If he put on better or cleaner dothes than usual on 
Saturdays, or a dean tabledoih on bis table. 

5. If he washes the blood from meat, or estraots the pro- 
hibited parts firom it* 

6. If he examines the knife before slaying an animal, or 
covers the blood. 

7. If unnecessarily he eats meat during Lent, and believes 
he may do it without offending God. 

8. If he observes the fast of atonement, a proof of which is, 
if he seeks and asks forgiveness of those he may have offended, 
or puts his hands on his children's heads to bless them, without 
making the sign of the cross. 

9. If he observe the feast of Esther. 
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10. If he fasts on the 9th of Ab in oommemoiation of the 
deatmction of the two Temples. 

11. If he observes the feasts presoribed by the kw of Moses. 

12. If he eelebiates the Passover by eating bitter herbs and 
lettuces. 

13. If he observes the feast of Tabernacles by placing green 
boughs in his housei or sending or receiving presents of eata- 
bles from Jews. 

14. If he lights extra lights at the least of Dedication. 

15. If he says grace after meals like the Jews. 

16. If he had drunk wine made by Jews. 

17. If he says grace before meals in the same manner as Jews. 

18. If he uses meat slain by Jews. 

19. If he eats the same meats as Jews, or has sat at their table. 

20. If he reeites the Psalms of David without saying " Gioria 
pairi** at the end. 

21. If a female fell going to church forty days after childbirth. 

22. If he has had his son circumcised. 

23. If he has given him a Hebrew name, such as Jews bear. 

24. If, after baptidng his children, the new Christian has 
the part of the h^ washed that recaved the holy unction. 

25. If in marrying he observes the rites prescribed by the 
Mosaical law. 

26. If he invites his relations and iriends to a repast the day 
beioic undertaking a voyage. 

27. If he carries about him certain names used by the Jews. 

28. If when making bread he takes a piece of the dough 
and burns it in sign of an oblation. 

29. If while dying he turns towanls the wall, or any one 
places him so. 

30. If he washes, or has a corpse washed with warm water. 
3L If he pronounce praises or recites lamentations over the 

dead. 

32. If in sign of mourning he eats fish and olives instead of 
meat 

33. If he*empties vessels containing water in his house, or 
in the neighbourhood, where a death takes place. 
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34* If lie has a ocnpse intened in Yirgm groasdor the Jew's 
Cemeteiy. 

It is no wonder^ where such means were employed, 
that the pri80I|^ were Boon foand to be too small for 
the number' of victuns; we therefore find that in the 

first year of its establishment it was removed to the 
Chateau de Triana, when the following inscription in 
barbarous Latin was shortly after engraved. 

The holy office of the inquisition eetablished against the 

wickedness of heretics, commenced at Seville in the year 1481, 
under the Pontificate of Sextus IV., who granted, and in tlic 
reign of Fenlinand and liiabella, who had asked for it The 
first Inquisitor-general was Friar Thomas de Torqiiemada, 
prior of the convent of Santa Cruz, of Segovia, of the order 
of the preaching brotherhood. God grant that for the propa- 
gation and maintenance of the faith it may last until the end of 
ages. Arise, O Lord, he judge in thy cause. Catch the 
foxes for us."' 

Not blu&hing at the horrors it committed in the 
name of a religion that preaches " peace and good- 
will to all mankind,'' and to perpetuate die remembrance 
of them, the following inscription appeared on the 

magnificent palace of the Inquisition erected at Seville. 

In the year of the Lord 1481, under the Pontificate of 
Sextus IV., and in the reign of Ferdinand V. and Isabella, 
sovereigns of the Spiiins, and the two Sidlies, the holy olBGioe 
of the inquisition against Judaising Heretics, commenced in 
this place for the eanltation of the fidth; where, from the ex- 
pulsion of the Jews and Moors until the year 1524, under the 
reign of Charles, emperor of the Romans, successor to those 
two sovereigns by maternal right, and the mo8t reverend 
Don Alphonso Manrique, archbishop of Seville, being in- 
quisitor-general, upwards of twenty-thousand heretics have 
abjured their criminal errors, and more than one thousand 

* Zuni9a*8 Ann orSeyiltc. 
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persisting in heresy have been delivered to the flames, after 
having been tried according to law with the approbation and 
&vour of Innocent YII I., Alexander VLj.PiuallL, Julius II., 
Leo. X., Adrian YI. (who was raised to the Pontificate, while 
cardinal govemor of Spain, and inquisitor-general), and 
Clement VII. The Licentiate de la Cueya has had this in* 
Bcription (which was composed hj Diego de Cartagena, 
archdeacon of Seville) placed here by order, and at the ex- 
pense of our master, the emperor, in the year of the Lord 1524. 

In 1486, the inquisitors of Toledo compelled the 
rabbins of the sjoiagogues to declare the converts that 

had returned to Judaism. They coiideiniied 750 to 
walk barefoot, in their shirts, carrying a liglited taper, 
through an immense crowd; 1,700 were condemned 
to other penalties, and 27 were burned alive.^ 

The Inquisition soon attempted to defy the royal 
autlioi'ity ; for Torquemadii, in 1488, issued a provi- 
sional order to the treasurer of the holy office, not to 
pay the royal orders until the salaries of its officers 
and the expenses of the tribunal were liquidated f and 
had the insolence to write to Ferdinand to sanction it, 
which lie refused. 

The vacillating and avaricious conduct of the court 
of Rome greatly aggravated the sufierings of the 
converts: it sold them, at enormous prices, protection 
against the Inquisition; but on the representations of 
Ferdinand and Torqnemada, they were no sooner given 
than they were revokeil ; but the expenses they had 
cost were not returned. 

Llorente, who had been secretary to the Inquisition, 
and has published the best history of it extant, says, — 

The oonduct of the holy oihcc will be acknowledged to have 

* Lloreote. * H?i<i. 

B 
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been one of the piindpal cames that has reduced llie popular 
tion of Spain, bj the ezpuldion of the Jews and Moon, forcing 
innumerable familiea, at all periods, to quit ihe kingdoms; im« 
mokting on its scafiblds, in the space of three centuries, upwards 
of 300,000 persons. Thus, by a blind zeal for religion, arresting 
the progress of the arts, of industry, and of commerce, which 
would haye constituted the glory and happiness of the nadon.^ 

Speaking of the Jew8| he writes : — 

I know not what confidence the proofs alleged of the crimes 
the Jews were accused of merit. But admitting that there was 
a foundation for believing tliem to bo true, it was quite un- 
necessary to banish ail the Jews from the kingdom. lieiigioa 
and poUcy rendered it a duty to treat tliem with mildness, and 
to giant to their good conduct the esteem that was not refused 
to Christians; at the same time they might have punished those 
who were guilty, the same as Spaniards convicted of murder 
•or any other crime. The contempt and bad treatment with 
which Ghrisdans loaded them, naturaUj would lead them to 
vengeance, and instil in them a deep hatred against their 
persecutors. In adopting a difierent policy towards ihe Jews, 
they would not have been long in makm^^ ihem new men, and 
like their descendants, at present established in the various 
states of Europe, have become useful, good, and peaceable 
citizens, by being neither debased nor persecuted.^ 

Notwithstanding, it appears that until the expukion 

the Jews were not all molested by the Inquisition ; for 
Abarbanel, who shortly after its establishment went 
to Castile, states, that he was astonished at the power 
of the Gastilian Hebrews, and the grandeur of the 
law, and applied to them the verse of David; There 
thrones of judgment are set, thrones for the house of 
David,"' 

' Lloraite's F^c«. . ' IJoreote, val. i. p. Sfi9. * Fm. cxxii. 5. 
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CHAPTEK XXllL 

Employed in Public Offices. — Tovm Council of Vit- 
toria, — Appeal of the Jews, — Cartes of TafaUa. — 
Learned men, — Don Isaac Abarbanel and his sons, 

— Donna Leonora of Toledo, wife of Cosmo de 
Medicij educated by Benvenida Abarf^and. 

TiiE conjoint sovereigns, like their predecessors, con- 
tinued to employ Jews to collect their taxes. It is on 
reoord that Ben Aroyo, the collector, asked and received 
from the town council of Vittoria, letters to the autho- 
rities for some business he had to transact at Soria, ' the 
9th November, 1481. 

On the 22d May, 1482, a Jew named Barzelai 
being coniined in the public prison of Vittoria, but it 
is not stated for what criiae, the attorney general, 
Inigo Perez de Orosco, required the alcalde, Garcia 
Martinez de Estella, to try the cause without delay, 
to prevent any disturbance in the city. The council 
ordered him, under a fine, to decide it before the fol- 
lowing Saturday ; but neither the crime nor the sen- 
tence is recorded. At the same meeting, the council 
ordered him, under a similar fine, to publish that no 
Christian female should enter the Jewry, fixing various 
penalties for 'so doing.* 

To prevent interruption to service, on the 28th 
August the town council ordered — 

That no Jew or Jewess, during the performance of maas, 

* Acuerdos Ue Vit. p. G9. * IbiU 81. 
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■houM protome to enter the monastery of San Fxaadsco, its 
porticoes, or cloisters, under the penalty of 600 maxayedis for 
each time, to be applied to the psTing and repairing of the 
walb of the dty of ^ttorin; and ordered it to be publicly 
proclaimed in the aaid city.* 

On the 3rd September is found the following record : 

Eliezer Tello, a Jew, for himself and in behalf of Don 
Eleaier Chacon, and Moses Balid, each for their share as 
aequestraton and depositaries, of 14,900 maravedis, leoeived 
by the collector of Trevino, Juan Martines de Arratia, and 
675 maravedb from Dt^ de Onateguy, which the receiver 
and the aaid Jewa had receivedt bind themselves to deliver 
and refund to the oouneil of the said city. 

This shews that Christian receivers deposited what 
they received with Jews. 

On the 23rd October, the alcaldes, aldemen, the 
attorney general, Joan Martinez de Alava, and the 

members of the council, resolved and ordered, that 

the following ordinances and proclaiuations should be 

published in the city and its Jewry : — 

We resolve, ordain, and command, that no Christian woman 
or girl sbove ten years of age, b to enter or walk, either by 
day or night, in tlie Jewry of thu city, without a male com- 
panion upwards of fourteen years old, under the penalty of 

60 maravedis, half for the informer, and half for the justice 
of the city; and the culprit shall besides be imprisoned nine 
days. 

Further, that no Christian female, whether accompanied or 
not, shall presume to iiglit fire?, or cook for Jews in their 
houses ou Saturdays, or any other days, under pain of fifty 
lashes; and the Jew that permits it in his house shall be fined 
200 maravedis for each time.^ 

As soon as it was published, the Jewry and indivi- 
dual Jews announced that they appealed to the 

' AcaerdoB de Vit. p. 87. * Ibid. vol. i.t p. 101. 
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deputation and the proper authorities against the 

oixliiiance respecting Saturdays. The result of the 
appeal is not stated. 

The Cortes held at Ta&Ua^ in Navarre, issued an 
ordinance in this year, — 

'lhat on holidays Jews sliouid not quit the Jcwrietj, nor 
walk in the streets among Christians, until alter mass, except 
phydlciaos and surgeons to visit the sick. 

In the latter part of 1484, there appears on the 
records of the town council of Vittoria, the following, 
dated 5th November^ : — 

Resolved at this meeting, that whereas some persons desiring 
the welfare of ('hristians, state that some Christians, acting 
contrary to jutsiice and the laws of these kingdoms, weary and 
injure themselves more in expenses, by empowering and autho< 
rising Jews to read the sentences of ecclesiastical courts, so 
as to make them chaiges, even without incuiring expense, or 
pursuing the regular process, chaigiDg them expenses, and not 
following up the c^se: we order, that no Christian empower 
or give the said sentences to Jews to read; nor are the said 
Jews to accept such charge, under pun of such Christian pay- 
ing a fine of 1000 maravedis; and such Jew incurs the penalty 
of 2000 manive(]Us for each time, and loses the costs he would 
thereby derive, and all the expense he may have incurred, 
which svQ order to be published in the court and Jewry of 
this city. 

On the 26th November and 10th December, Don 
Eleaxar Chacon, Don Samuel Aben Nunez, and Elieser 

Tello, appealed to the town couiu il to appoint judges, 
to try the suits they liad instituted against Guizou de 
Yetoness; which, according to law, they did/ 

On the 26th June, 1485, the council ordered the 
following to be published in the city: — 

• Arch. Nsf. Case 164, No. 1S8. • Acucfdot de Vit. voL 1, p. 162. 
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That no })er80D ehall pregume to enter the streets of the Jewry 
to sell Iniit, vegetables, or anv «^;it;»M»>. grn.^, or green barleyj 
but they may carry them to the gate of the Jewry, but are 
not to enter within it, under pain of loang what they bo cany 
for sale, and further incur a fine of 24 raaravcdis, half to be 
for the infomer, and half for the paving of the city. 

Furthermore, no woman or girl vhall ptesnme to enter the 
streeli of the mad Jewry fixr anything they may requiret without 
a man accompanying her, until ihe leavea the rtreet, under 
the mme penalty and three days' imprisonment; and no Jew 
is otherwise to admit her into his house, under the penalty of 
five hundred mamvedist besides being impiisoiied fi>r nine 
days. 

FurtlK-nnuie, no Cliristiim women or girls are to hire them- 
iKjlves by the day, to any Jew or Jewess, under the said 
penalty of twenty-four maravcdisand three days' imprisonment. 

On the day these ordinances were published in the 
city, David Chacon, in the name of the Jewry d^ 
manded a copy, that they might appeal against them 
to the deputation : it was ordered to be iurnished to 
him.^ 

From this it would appear, that the foimer ordinance 
respecting females not entering the Jewry had not 
been attended to. The appeal^ in this instance, would 

lead to the buppositiou that the former had been 
successful. 

These acts, probably, are those alluded to by 
Pulgar (the priyate secretary of the queen), in a 
letter to the cardinal of Spain, intimating that the 

queen was displeased at certain municipal ordinances 
against the Jews in Guii)U8coa. 

At a meeting held 20th July, there is a notice (but 
without stating the cause), that Jacob Tello had 
been condemned to the loss of half his property and ; 

f Acuerdott de Yit. vol. i., p. 2076. * Ihid.j). 182. 
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a record of 16th September, that Dr. Abraham, the 
physiciaii of the city, guve notice that he abandoned 
the law-suit he had pending with Martin Gonsalez.' 

The Jews of Spain, notwithstanding these vexations 
and the persecutions they had suffered, continued to 
cultivate learning, in which their brethren in Portugal 
also joined. In that kingdom, none of the sanguinary 
scenes that disgrace the annals of Spain had yet been 
acted. Among the many distinguished ^v^4tc^s oftliis 
period, the major part of whom became exiles at the 
general expulsion from those kingdoms, may be 
enumerated i— 

K. Joseph ben Shem Tob — born in 1420, a philosopher 
and jurist; was deeply versed in the Talmud and Arabic; he 
wrote a pliilosophical work under the titie of ** Supeiior Know- 
ledge/' " The gloiy of God," on the excellence of man, and the 
law of Moses. He also wrote aa Arabic commentary on 

Ariatotle'a Ethica." 

K. Don David ben Solomon Jacuia — born at Lisbon, 
in 1430, where lie died in 146J, a grammarian, poet, and 
'i aljiiuJist of repute; has left a grammatical work with the 
title of " The Tongue of the Eruilite." ITis son Jacob finished 
his " Praiae of David," a philosophical Tahnudical work. 

B. Abraham Salom — a native of Catalonia, horn 1430, 
wrote a dogmatiGal work, connecting the diyme with the 
human; under the title of ** The Hahitadon of Peace." 

K, Isaac Aboab — bom in 1432, in Castile, succeeded 
R. Isaac Campanton, as chief of the Jews in Spain; lie was a 
jurist, philosopher, and theologian; his profound learning 
procured him the esteem of John XL of Portugal, to which 
kingdom he retired at the expulsion, where he died six 
months after. He wrote a highly moral work, entitled The 
Candlestiek of Light;' '*The Biver Fiahon;" Bermons; and 
a commentary on the Pentateuch* 

' Acuerdos de Vit. vol. p. 187*. 
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K. Don Isaac AiiAKHANEL — the grealfsi and must illus- 
triou8 man of the Hebnjw people of this period and a^'c, was 
born at Lisbon in 1437. He states, in hi;* commentary on 
Zechariah, that his faimily settled in Spain, shortly after the 
deeiruction of the first TempLe, and claims to be of the royal 
house of David. He was a great favourite and the confidant 
of Alphonso v., who was entirely guided by his adyioe. To 
avoid the fate the fnends of that tnomurch experieaoed from 
his suooeseor, John IL, by the timely notice a friend, 
when he was sent for to the palace he fled to Castile, aban- 
doning his xmmetijse property, which the king confiscated. 
He theie estaUished a bank, and jointly with Abiaham Senior 
fiumed the royal revenues, by which he soon repaired his 
broken fortune. In 1484, he was summoned to the court of 
F.erdlnaJid and Isabella, in whose service lie was employed 
until the expulsion in 1492, which he endeavoured in vain to 
avert. On quitting Spain, he repaired to Kaples, where he was 
kindly received by Ferdinand, to w^hom he rendered iin|) .rtant 
pcrvices. Charles VIII. of France, on the death of that 
monarch, invaded Italy. Alphonso II., who had succeeded 
his father as king of Naples, fled to Sicily, whither Abarbanel 
accompfinied him, and remained with the unfortunate monarch 
until his death. On the demise of that sovereign he retired to 
Corfii, and ultimately to Venice. The senate, knowing his 
abilities as a statesman, employed him to n^otiate a treaty 
respecting the spice trade with Portugal. He died in that city 
in 1508, beloved and esteemed by all who knew him. Not- 
withstanding his political occupations in the service of so many 
sovereigns, and constant troubles, his inexhaustible mind en- 
abled him to write many works. His language is pure and 
elegant, and so impressive, that popes forbade his commentaries 
on Isaiah being read by Jews. He was so quick a writer, that 
in fifteen days he completed his commentary on Joshua, and 
in seventy-two those on the books of Samuel and Ilings. 
During his ro^^idence of ten years in Castile, his intimate 
friendship with U. Isaac Aboab, assisted him greatly in the study 
uf the law. liis works are, besides his valuable commentAiie^ 
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on the Pentateuch, and the Early and Later Prophets, from 
wluch are gathered the principel incidents of his eventfol life; 

The Paschal Sacrifiee," an account of Paaeover cetemooiea; 
" The Works of God,** on the creation, and impngning the 
doctrine of the world's eternity; The Pjrochdmer of Sslva* 
tion,** explanatory of the prophets; The Inheritance of the 
Fathers,** on theb ediics; The Crown of ihe Elders,** on the 
promises to the fathers; The Head of Faith,** on the Jewish 
creed; answers to questions propounded by R. Saul Cohen, 
on some passages of Maimonidcs* Guide; The Salvation of 
His Anointed," an exposition of the sayings of the ancient 
rabbis respecting the Messiah ; ** Assemblage of the Prophets,** 
on the prophets; *' The Vision of the Almighty," on the 
ditierent degrees of prophecy; "The Days of the World,** 
relating ail the calamities the Jews had suffered until his time; 

The Justice of the Worlds/' on the creation, the new year, 
the day of atonement, Paradise, hell, the resurrection, and 
fotuie rewards and punishments; " The New Heavens," on 
the creation, and elucidating chap.ziz. b.2, of Maimonidea* 
Guide. Some minor tracts are also attributed to lum. 

B. JUDAH BEN Joseph of Saragossa, where he was bom 
in 1440, much esteemed for his talmudicai knowledge. He 
wrote a commentary on the afErraatiye precepts, and two 
treatises, one on Mourning," and another on ''Unclean 
Animals.*' 

R. Galab — a native of Lerida, in Catalonia, bom about 
1445, was highly considered for his literary talents, medical 
abilities, and profidency in the Latin language, in which he 
wrote a work entitled Antedoiarnm, 

R. Abraham Bibas — bom in Aragon, in 1447, was a 
theologian, philosopher, physician, and jurist. He wrote a 
philosophical work, entitled "The Book of Demonstration;" 
••The Tree of Life," also philosophical; a medical one, with 
the title of ••Medical Collections;" *«The High Bead of 
Faith,** on &ith; and some sermons. 
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R* Jacob — Hk son wrote ft conuneiitHy on the TeimndioU 

« 

B. Samvbl BKW HABiB—also of Amgon, was apluloflopher, 

physician, and poot of repute. He studied under R. Abraham 
Bibu^, uud lius iiiimorialised his n^c by liiss Hebrew poems. 

R. Jacob ben Habib — born m 1450, a celebrated jurist, 
theologian, and cabalist of Angon, was one of the exiles at the 
expulsion from Spain. He wrote some tabnudical works under 
the titles of " The Fountain of Jacob," or The Fountain of 
Israel;*' " The House of Israel,** which at his death not being 
oompleted, was finished by hk son B. Levif who also wrote 
some solutions to questions. 

R. SoLuMuN BEN VlKOA — an hiBtoniin, talmudist, physi- 
cian, and astronomer of great repute, born about 1450. He 
composed sonic astronomical tables. His historical work, ** The 
Sceptre of Judah," is highly esteemed, and has been translated 
into I. a tin, Spanish, Portuguese, and German. His Pkactieeof 
Medicine was greatly approved. 

R. Abbahah Sabah — bom at Usbon in 1450, wluch he 

quitted at the expulsion in 1497, having returned, at the risk 
of his life, to Portugal, to endeavour to obtain permission for 
his brethren to return to that kingdom; he died there in 
1509. He was a celebrated cabalistical commentator. His 
'* Bundle of Myrrh" is on the Pentateuch, and his Bundle of 
Silver" on the five rolls. 

B. Iaaao Cabo — bom at Toledo, but in what year is not 
known, was a cotemponiy of the foiegomg. In 1492 he quitted 
his native city and went to Portugal, but was obliged in 1498 
to depart that kingdom* In his voyage from Lisbon to the 
Holy Land he lost his wife, children, and books by shipwreck. 
He was an able expontor, jurist, and cabalist He wrote a 
commentary on the Pentateuch, under the title of " The Genera- 
tions of Isaac." 

E. Ibaac Abama — a native of Zamora, was also a cotem- 
poraneous philosopher, theologian, expositor, and one of 



Di jBed by Coogle 



IiBABNSD lf£N. 



267 



the most able Talmudists of his time; !i€ was among die 
exiles in 1492. His Ligation of Isaac" is a philosophical 
commentary on the anci^t Babbinical writen, in opposition to 
the Giedan philoflophy ; a " Commentary on the Five Bolb; " 
be wrote also^*' The Heavy Yision," impugning the dogmas of 
catholiciBm. 

4 

R. Isaac ben Joseph — was likewise a cotemporary pro- 
fetisor oi philosophy and medicine in CasUlej he wrote a com- 
mentary on Maiiuouided' Guide. 

B. ViBAL GASliABi— was at this period an eminent physi- 
cian in CSatakmia. 

K. Don David ben Joseph Jachia — born at Lisbon m 
146->, where he was highly esteemed for his learnint-; by 
Alphonso V. On the expulsion from Portugal, he retired to 
Italy and settled ut Imola; the fame of his abiUties as a philo- 
sopher, grammarian, and poet, induced the Jews of Naples to 
invite him to become their chief, which post he occupied for 
twenty-two yearSi when he returned to Imok, where he died 
in 1541. 

B. Dayid ViDAL^-^a celebrated talmudisty physician, mna- 
cian, and poet, bom at Toledo in 1467, where he sucoessfully 

practised medicine. He wrote an exposition of the precepts 
under tlie title of " The Crown of the Law, ' uiid aiiullicr on 
*• The Thirteen Articles of the Creed." 

B* Abbaham TJlCUT — bom at Salamanca, and proteor 
of astronomy at Ssiagoesa, and which he had ahK> taught in 
his native dty and at Carthagena; on quitting Spain in 1482 
he went to Lisbon, where he was appointed astronomer and 

historiographer to the king, Don Emanuel. On the banishment 

of the Jews from Portugal he retired to Tunis, His historical 
work, " The Book of Genealogies," is the best Hebrew work 
of the kind. He also wrote an astronomicui and an astrological 
work, a perpetual almanac, and " Sweet to the Soul," on the 
future state and separation of the soul from the body. 

B. Joshua ben Joseph a Levi » bam at Toledo in 1467, 
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-where afler a pefMoatioii he lived under the proleckioik of Don 
Vidal ; being profound^ veaed ia the Giiemem» he wiole rules 
for imdentending il» 

R. Isaac Ax.hadahef — of Aragon; a mathematician and 

Talinudist, highly esloiine«l for his leiirnintr and works; which 
are — " The Plain Road," a nmthcmatical \v\»rk; ** Tlie Work of 
the Artificer," on arlthmcLic; nnd. ♦* The Golden Tongue," an 
explanation Qi\soripturai mcasurci*. 

B» Hasdai Kbkbkas — a natiTe of SaiagoMa; e profound 
monl phildopher andAisbio aobekr, from whieh huiguage 
he tnmilftted into Hebrew » mond work of Abunnt AJgaael, 
and a philoMpliioal one of an unknown author; he also wrote a 
treatise on *' The TTansmigralaon of Souls.** 

R. Moses ben Habib — a native of Lisbon, and member of 
its academy; a talented grammarian, philosopher, and theo- 
logian. He wrote three grammatical works, entitled, Pleasant 
Paths;*' Afedicine of the Tongue;" and, " The Flower of 
the Lily;" The Camp of God," a philoeophioal and theo- 
logical work; a biblical commentsij, and another on Hapenini's 
<« Examination of the World.** 

R. Joseph Glikatilla — born in Castile, which he 
quitted at the expulsion. He was much esteemed for liis 
literary acquirements, good qualities, and profound Cabalistical 
learning, on which subject he w r >uj six works^ and a theo- 
logical commentary on the passovei service. 

B. JoBBPH HiTAN —a native of Lisbon. His commen- 
taries on Proverbs, Psalms, the Propbets, and the Ethics of the 
Fathers, are much esteemed* 

R. Don Judah Abakbanel— son of Don Isaac, was bom 
at Lisbon. He accompanied his father in all his peregrinations, 
and ultimately settled at Genoa, where he practised medicine 
with great lepute. He was a profound philosopher, and an 
excellent poet His " Philogn^by, or Dialogues of Love,** is 
translated into most European languages ; be also wrote some 
poems in honour of bis &dier; an elegy on bis death; and 
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a poem of 130 stansas, deBcripdve of the viountudeB of his 
life, and ooataining exhoitatioiif to hia aon. He is comtnoiilj 
styled The Hebiew Lion." 

R. Don Joseph Abaebanel, — second son of Don Isaac, 
after the expulsion, accompanied his father, and settled at Fer- 
zaia, where he practised as a physician. 

Don Sakuel Ababbanbl,— third son of the minister, 
whom R. Abraham Usque styles Trismegisttis (thrice great), for 

he was great in learning, great in liberality, and had great 
means for being charitable. He established a iiouse of com- 
merce at Naples, and is said to have possessed 200,000 
sequins of gold. Hih ^\ealth was ciaployed in assisting the 
indigent, redeeming captives, and giving dowers to poor orphan 
girls. His house is represented as haTing been a school for 
the Tirtaous — a hospital for the poor — and a refuge for the 
unlbrtunAte. His wife, Donna Benvenlda, was a pattern of 
piety, virtue, and prudence. The viomy, Don Pedro de Toledo, 
placed his daughter, Donna Leonora (who was afterwards 
married to the grand duke of Tusoany« Cosmo de Medids) 
under her care and tuition: the princess always styled and 
treated her as a mother. Donna Benyenida procured the most 
distinguished ladies of Naples to interest themselves with 
CharleB V. to obtain the recall of her exiled people. The 
emperor was inclined to grant the request, but was dissuaded. 

R. Jacob Bebab— at the expulsion went from Spain to 
Saphet, where he was appointed chief rabbi. He wrote solu- 
tions to questions and rules for understanding the style of 
the Prophets, under the titie of ^ A CSoUeetion of Lilies.** 

R. Jacob Castile — bom at Alcala la Real, was an emi- 
nent surgeon. He translated trom Latin into Hebrew a 
surgical work of one Bninon. 

R. Jacob Mantenu — bom atTortoaa, in 1490, was taken 

by his parents, at the expulsion, to Venice. Under the 
instruction of his father, he became profoundly versed in 
jurisprudeooe, medicine, philosophy, and languages. He 
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obtained a grr^it raputetion by his tnuulutions into Latin of 
MaimcMiadet' Guide, and his Ptefi»e to the Mishna, Aviccn- 
iift'0 geneanl principles for the oave of pane in the head, and 
oiher veinonft of Bfaimonides, PlAto» Aristotlfii and Amroee^ 
on phyacs, metaphyncai and jnmprudence* He piactued 
medicine with great anooeet at Venice; from whence he went 
to Rome, and was appointed fixet physician to Paul IIL 

R. Meib Ahama — son of R. Isaac Araiiia, wrote "Ulttt- 
t»tiona of Psalms," and liiustrations of Job." 

B. Joseph Jaohia, — aon of B. Dcm Dayid, bom in 1494, 
at Loabon, which he quitted with hia paients for Italy, and 
was head of the congregs^tion of Imola fot many yean. He 
commented on the Pentateuch, and wrote thzee Talmudical 

works. He died in 1539, leaving three sons, .R. David, R. 

( luedaliah, author of " The Chain of Tradition," a historical 
work ; and R. Judah, doctor of medicine and arts, at i adua. 

BoNPOS BoNPiL — a native of Barcelona, wa? fi celebrated 
phjaidan, philosopher, and linguist. He translated into He- 
brew Boetiua' Coruolationa Philosopkut from the Arabic, 

Stop's Fables;" and from the Greek, ** PatkeloffM ef I^^iiim 
ex Chdeno/* and The Books of Hippooratos." 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

War of Granada. — Assistance rendered by f^Jews, — 

Four Hundred and Fifty Captives redeemed hy 
Abraham Senior. — Improbable Accusations, — Over- 
charge of Taxes refunded, — FaHl of Granada* — The 
Edict of Baniehment. 

On peace being concluded with Portugal, Ferdinand 
resolved to avenge the insolent answer to his demand 
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for the arrears of tribute due hy Granada to the 

crown of Castile and Lcoii. The capture of Zahara 
by Muley Hassan, afforded him the excuse for com- 
mencing a war against the last Moorish kingdom of 
Spain, and driving the crescent from the Iberian soil. 
Tet notwithstanding the heroism and bravery dis- 
played, the undertaking might have failed ^vithout the 
assistance of the Jews. During the warlike prepara- 
tions they were left quiet and unmolested in their 
Jewries, peaceably occupied in their customary occu- 
pations and trade. While this war absorbed the 
general attention, and every one was earnestly engaged 
in preparations for it, the Jews, although they did not 
arm, were eminently useful. The inunense permanent 
armies required providers, whose capitals should be 
employed in advancing money to procure provisions 
and supplies. This kind of commerce was a species 
of speculation the Jews had constantly entered into. 
Their wealth was every where expended in purchasing 
provisions^ not without ihe hope of profiting by their 
enonnous sacrifices. Thus the co-operation of the 
Jews was necessary and expedient for the success 
and hopes of the Catholic sovereigns, and the whole 
nation; and although Christians did not regard the 
Hebrew people kindly, their rancour towards them 
was suspended for a time. The Jews constantly 
followed the Christian armies, supplying their wants, 
and thus renderuig most important services' to the 
cause of Christendom. Ferdinand had declared that 
he would pick one by one the seeds from " The Pome- 
granate" ( Granada ). AitQv experiencing sonic reverses 
and checks, in 1485 he began to accomplish his 
promise. Zahara was retaken by assault; Cartama, 
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Coin, Ronda, Cambil, Alhabar, and Zalea, all fortresses 

of the greatest importance, fell iinder the empire of 
the Cross, in the t'ollowint; \ ears, the same late befell 
Loja, Higora, Morbriu, Velez Makga, aud Malaca, 
with many other castles and fortresses, on which the 
banners of Castile triumphantly floated oyer the 
crescent. 

On the taking of Malaga, sunie Christians were 
found who had embraced Alahomedanism. Ferdinand 
had them burnt; and some baptised Jews, who had re* 
turned to Uie religion of their forefathers, with a refine- 
ment of cruelty he had impaled alive. Four hundred 
and fifty Moorish Jews, mostly women, found in the 
city, were ransomed for 20,000 doblas of gold, by 
the generosity of Abraham Senior, the wealthy con- 
tractor <^ Casdle. They were taken away in two 
armed galleys.' 

During the long and obstinate siege of Baza, nothing 
was wanting to the Castilian army. Not only were 
the necessaries of life abundant, but even those of 
luxury and convenience. Owing to the zeal and fore- 
sight of the Catholic queen, under the protection of 
convoys, and attracted by interest, traders and arti- 
&cers from all parts repaired to this military mart, 
where, in a short time, they established warehouses 
for every description of goods, and workshops for 
various manufactures. Armourers manufactured those 
sumptuous helmets and splendid cuirasses, that were 
the ornament and pride of the Christian knights; 
saddlers and embroiderers made saddles glittering 
with gold and silver; traders' shops abounded with 
valuable cloths, brocades, fine linen, and tapestry j in 

> fiernftlcies MS. 
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ahorti every thing that could gratify the taste of 
youth, inclined to magnificence and grandeur.' 

Thus liad the Jews fc>(jrved the cause of the Catholic 
sovei'cigns. The camp experienced no scarcity; con- 
Toyfl -arrived and departed at their stated times; the 
price of provisions, and even of articles of luxuiy, 
remained unchanged, laying the foundation for a new- 
city in the midst of the Vegfi^ to establish more com- 
modious d^ veilings and shops. 

In 1491, the following incredible tale was pro- 
pagated by the monks: — At La Guardia, a village 
about nine leagues from Toledo, some Jews of 
that place, Quintan a r and Tembleque, agreed to 
make a spell witii a Host and the heart of a 
young boy, for the purpose of poisoning Christians, 
particularly the inquisitors, and to cause them 
to die raving mad. They stole a boy three or 
four years old and carried him to a neighbouring 
cavern, where after severely flogging they crucified 
him, then they took out the heart and buri^ the body 
in a vineyard at a short distance. They purchased a 
Host from the sacristan of La Guardia, which to- 
gether "witli the heart was reduced to a powder, and 
sent to tlie celebrated synagogue of Zamora. One 
Benedict de las Mesuras had put some of the powder 
between the leaves of a prayer-book he used; going 
to church with it one day, a person noLicenl ;i radiance 
proceed from tlie leaves of the book, and inibrmed the 
inquisitors; their oi&cials discovered the plot, all the 
accused were put to the torture, condemned, and 
burnt at Avila. Neither the heart nor the body of 
the ehild was found, but the Host being <liscovered was 

' UiM. 

T 
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carried in soloiiin procession to the monastery of 
St. Thomas. An old Christian of Temblmjue, named 
Fernando de Ribcra, was taken up in i521| for bdng 
concerned in this affair; he denied the accusation, but 

acknowledged that he had embraced Judaism and fol- 
lowed the law oi Mu^is. Sucli were the tales fabri- 
cated by monks to inliame the miuds of the people 
against the descendants of Israeli The credulity of 
the deluded p(^} )ulace appears astonishing in the present 
age. In July nf this year (1491), the Jews of Vit- 
toria complained that they had been overcharged in 
the assessment of 1480. It was ordered that the sur- 
charge should be deducted from the amount to be 
ptdd on the present yi ar.* And on the 20th it was 
resolved that the gates of the Jewry should be repaired, 
the expense to be paid from the city funds: and that 
the said Jews should close the back part of the Jewry 
from the Calle de la Fintoreria, at the esqiense of the 
owners of the houses and lands, by Michaelmas next, 
under the penalty of live thousand maravedis.* 

The muiiici|)ality condemned Closes Balid, chief of 
the Jews at Mttoria, to pay a line of a dobla of gold 
for disrespect, in using insulting expressions to some 
persons of the tower, at a meeting on the preceding 
Friday.'^ 

After a protracted sicfro and brave defence, the city 
of Granada capitulated, and the Catholic sovereigns 
added to their dominions the last Moorish Kingdom 
of Spain. The sun of the 2nd January, 1492, was 
the last that saw the crescent float over the Iberian 
soil, where it had shone with such splendour for nearly 
eight centuries. The internal dissensions that reigned 
among the Moorish princes had greatly contributed 

* Avuerdos de Vit. vol. i., 4S1». * Ibid. p. 4986. * Ibid. p. 423i. 
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to the success of the arms of Ferdinand and Isabella. 
Elated with the conquest, and instigated by the In- 
qn'isition, they resolved that Spain should no longer 
afford an asylum, nor its soil be polluted by the tread 
of any one not professing the Catholic religion. Those 
wliosc ancestors had resided in it, from time imme- 
morial, were doomed by a &natic zeal and insatiable 
avarice to be banished for ever from the happy scenes 
of their youth, the graves of their dearest ties, the 
land they had cultivated, and the country they had 
enlightened by their learning and talents in ages of 
darkness and ignorance. Regardless of every con- 
sideration, their blind policy induced the sovereigns 
to sign, in the halls of the Alhambra, the decree that 
expatriated a hundred and sixty thousand &milies 
from their peaceful homes, to wander they knew not 
whither. Under the specious hypocritical mask of 
zeal for religion, the crafty Ferdinand sought to 
gratify his avarice. Large sums had - come into his 
coffers, from the confiscations of the property of the 
converts by his diabolical tribunal, the Inquisition, 
which increased his insatiable thirst for wealth. 

The Jews were the only body of his eabjeds possessing 
lurgi; i'urtuncs wlioin he could plunder with impunity; among 
them were many opulent men avIio had immense wealth, and 
properly worth one and two milHons. Three were reported 
to posses.-i ten milhons, one of whom was Abraham Senior, 
who tkrmed the revenues oi (Jastile, tlie same generous pliilan- 
thropic individual who had from his private purse redeemed 
the four hundreil and fifty captiTes of Malaga; others also who 
were merchants had Luge fortunes. 

Notwithstanding the tribute they paid to the lord of the soil, 
they were very charitable towards each other; none ever came 
to great want, for the councib of the Jewries liberally supplied 
the wants of the needy. They were kndholden, and established 
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in the finest cities, and settled on the meet fertile and rioheat 
soils, and also meichants, traders, &rmen of the excise, taxes 
and euatoms, stewards and bailiffi of grandee?, founders, tailors, 

sluKjmakers, hide-dressers, tanners, silk-mercers, spice-dealers, 
sUvcrsmiths, weavers, pedlars, and similar trades.^ 

The mass of the common people industriously gained 
a livelihood by their dexterity in various handicrafts, 

which renilered thum tar superior to similar classes of 
the Christian iH)pulation. The opulence to which 
many had risen from their industrious pursuits, gave 
them an interest in the land of their birth and adop- 
tion ; and although personal interest might have had a 
share, they had shewn their loyalty in the assistance 
rendered to the catliolic sovereigns in the late war 
with Granada. It gave to the descendants of Israel a 
claim on the gratitude of the victorious monarchs, to 
which might be added the obligation Ferdinand was 
under to a Jew for restoring: si^^ht to his a^ired father. 
But gratitude was a virtue the royal breasts did not 
possess, as further proved by their conduct to Colum- 
bus, who gave a new world to the crown of Castile. 

The bloody records of the sanguinary Inquisition 
state not a single instance of the Hebrew people acting 
irreverently to the catliulic worship. The faithful dis- 
charge of their social duties, and the protection of the 
laws^ which guaranteed to them their landed posses- 
sions to a certain amount, had led them to hope for 
further immunities. 

But all their hopes were frustrated. Neither 
humanity, gratitude, justice, nor the injury done to the 
state, by banishing so many useful subjects from his 
dominions, were powerful enough to operate against 
the personal avaricious disposition of Ferdinand. 

* MS. Bern«ldes*8 Rejret Catb*ch«p.»ii. 
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The following decree fell like a thunderbolt on the 
devoted heads of the Israelites: — 

Mdict 0/ Ferdinand and Isabella for the Expulsion 0/ the Jem^ 
dated Granada^ 30^A March^ 1492. 

Whereas, having been infonned that in these our kingdoms, 
there were some bad Christians who judaised and apostatized 
from our holy catholic faith, the chief cause of which was the 

communication of Jews with Christians; at the Cortes we held 
in the city of Toledo iu the year 1480, wc ordered the said 
Jews in all the cities, towns, and places in our kingdoms and 
dominions, to separate into Jewries and places apart, where 
they should live and reside, hoping by their separation alone to 
remedy the evil. Furthermore, we have sought and given 
orders, that inquisition should be made in our said kingdoms, 
whidi, as is known, for upwards of twelve years has been, and 
is done, whereby many guilty persons have been discovered, as 
is notorious. And as we are infonned by the inquisitots, and 
many other religious, eodeaaslacal, and secular peisons, that 
great injury has resulted, and does result, and it is stated, and 
appears to be, from the participation, society, and communi- 
cation they held and do hold with Jews, who it appears always 
endeavour in every way they can to subvert our holy catholic 
faith, and to make faithful Christians withdraw and separate 
themselves therefrom, and attract and pervert them to their 
injurious opinions and belief, instructing theiu in the cere- 
monies and observances of their religion, holding meetings 
wliere they read and teach them what they arc to believe and 
observe according to their religion; seeking to circumcise them 
and their children; giving them books from which they may 
read their prayers; and explaining to them the fasts they are 
to observe; assembling with them to read and to teach them 
the histories of their law; notifying to them the festivals pre- 
vious to their occurring, and instructing them what they are 
to do and observe thereon ; giving and carrying to them from 
their houses unleavened bread, and meat slaughtered with 
ceremonies; instructing them what they are to refrain from. 
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as well in food as in other matters^ for the due observanoe of 
their leligioiit and persuading them all they oan to pro&w and 
keep the Isw of Moee8; giving them to anderstand, that except 
that, there la no other Uw or truth, which is proved bj many 
dedaxatbns and oonftmons, as well of Jews themselyes as of 
those who have been perverted and deceived by them, which 
has greatly redounded to the injury, detriment, and opprobrium 
of our holy catholic faith. 

Notwithstanding we were informed of the major part of 
this before, and we knew the certain remedy for all these 
injuries and inconveniences was to separate the said Jews from 
all communicalion with Christians, and banish them from all 
our kingdoms, yet we were desirous to content ourselves by 
ordering them to quit all the cities, towns, and places of Anda* 
lusia, where, it appears, they had done the greatest mischief, 
considering that would sulice, and that those of other cities^ 
towns and places would cease to do and commit the same. 

But as we are informed that neither that, nor the execution 
of some of the said Jews, who have been fjuiltv of the said 
crimes and oflences against our holy Catholic faith, has been 
suflicient for a complete remedy to obviate and arrest so great 
an opprobrium and offence to the Catholic faith and rcHgion. 

And as it is found and appears, that the said Jews, wherever 
they live and congregate, daily increase in continuing their 
wicked and injurious purposes; to afford them no further op- 
portunity for insulting our holy Catholio £uth,and those whom 
until now God has been pleased to preserve, as well ss those 
who had fallen, but have amended and are brought bade to 
our bul} mother church, which, according to the weakness of 
our human nature and the diabolical suggestion that continually 
wages war with us, may ea^ly occur, unless the principal cause 
of it be removed, which is to banish the said Jews from our 
kingdoms. 

And when any serious and detestable crime is committed by 
some persons of a college or university, it is right that such 
college or university should be dissolved and annihilated, and 
the lesser suffer for the greater, and one be punished for the 
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other; and thoee that disturb the wel&re and proper living of 
(Htles and towns, that by contagion may iiguie olliera, should 
be expdled theieiiom, and even for lighter causes that might 
be x]\juiiouB to the state, how much more then for the greatest, 
most dangerous, and contagious of crimes like this. 

Therefore we, by and with the counsel and advice of some 
prelates and high noblemen of our kingdoms, and other learned 
persons of our council, liaviiig inaluicly clclibcraied thereou, 
resolve to order all the said Jews and Jewesses to quit our king- 
doms, and never to return or come back to them, or any of thcni. 
Therefore wc command this our edict to be issued, whereby 
wc command all Jews and Jewesses, of whateyer age they may 
be, that live, reside, and dwell in our said kingdoms and 
dominions, as well natives as those who are not, who in any 
manner or for any cause may have come to dwell therein, that 
by the end of llie month of July next, of the present year 
1492, ihey depart from all our said kingdoms and dominions, 
with Uieir sons, daughters, man-servants, maid-^manto, and 
Jewish attendants, both great and small, of whatever age they 
may be; and they shall not presume to return to, nor reside 
therein, or in any part of them, either as residents, travellers, 
or in any other manner wliatever, under pain that if they do 
not peribrm and execute the same, and are found to reside in 
our said kingdoms and dominions, or should in any manner 
live therein, they incur the penalty of death, and confiscation 
of all their property to our treasury, which penalty they 
incur by the act itself without fiirther process, declaration, or , 
sentence. 

And we command and forbid any person or persons of our 
said kingdoms, of whatsoever rank, station, or condition they 
may be, that they do not presume publicly or secretly to 
Tfeceive, shelter, protect, or defend any Jew or Jewess, after 

the said term of the end of July, in their lands or houses, 
or in JUiy other part of our said kingdoms and doniinions, 
henceforward lor ever and ever, under pain of losing all their 
property, va^lij, castles, and other possesj'lons ; and further- 
more forleit to our treasury any sums they have, or receive 
from us. 
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And that the said Jews and JeweBees dimng the aud tame, 
until the end of the said month of July, may be the better 

able to dispose of themselves, their property, and estates, we 
hereby take and receive tliem under our security, protection, 
and royal safeguard ; and insure to them and their properties, 
that during the said period, until the said day, the end of the 
said month of July, they may travel in safety, and may enter, 
sell, barter^ and alienate all their moveable and immoveable 
property, and freely dispose thereof at th^ pleasure. 

And that during the said time, no hann, injux^, or wrong 
whatever shall be done to their persons or properties contrary 
to justice, under the pains those persons incur and are liable to, 
that violate our royal safeguard. 

We likewise grant permission and authority to the said Jews 
and Jewesses, to export their wealth and property, by sea or 
land, from our said kingdoms and dominions, provided tliey do 
not take away gold, silver, iiKjney, or other articles prohibited 
by the laws of our kingdoms, but in merchandise and goods 
that are not prohibited. 

And we command all the j.ustiGe8 of our kingdoms, that they 
<ause the whole of the above herein contained to be observed 
and fulfilled, and that they do not act contrary hereto; and 
that they afford all necessary &vour, under pain of being 
deprived of office, and the confiscation of all their property to 
our exchequer. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

The ojj'er of Abarband* — Conduct of Torquemada, — 
Jews of Vittoria save their Cemetery from Desecra^ 
tian, — AbarbaneFs Account of their j /rture, — Ber» 
nMez's, — Jews of Segovia. — Sufferings, — Some are 
baptised. — Nnmher that go to Portugal — to Na- 
varre. — Orders of the King to assist the Refugees. — 
Embark.-- Cruelties and Misery ettperienced in their 
Vogages.^The Synagogues converted into Churches, 

Thb tempting offer of 600,000 crowns made by Abar* 

buiiel, caused the cold-hearted calculating Ferdinand 
to hesitate about revoking the cruel decree, when 
Torquemada rushed into the royal presence, with a 
crucifix in his hand. Casting it on the table^ the 
proud Dominican said, Behold him whom Judas 
sold for thirty pieces of silver; do you sell him for 
more?" — The churchman succeeded; — the decree was 
not repealed* This unmerciful persecutor of the 
Hebrew people rendered their fate worse, by forbid- 
ding Christians to supply them with^ food, or the 
necessaries of life ; or to recei\ t, or even to hold com- 
munication with them after the month of April ; thus 
usurping and superseding the royal authority, which 
had guaranteed them security from the date of the 
edict until the end of July. Yet the Catholic sove- 
reijifiis winked aL llie daiin-^ insolence »>f the monk in 
asbuiuiji^ au authority over the i^egal [lowcr; but 
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Xoiquemada was the creature of Ferdinand. In 
Am<j^on, Valencia, and Catalonia (where they were 

i xcci'diiigly wealthy ), the inquisitor ordered that the 
proi>erty of the Jewries and individuiUa should be 
sequestrated, to pay any mortgages the king, the 
church, and monasteries might hold> and that twice 
the amount of the principal should be retained to 
defray expenses: and that a tun her sum should be 
taken to indeninily tiie land-proprietors and monas- 
teries, for the loss they would sustiun by their invol- 
untary departure. Many Jews had emigrated after 
the establishment of the Inquisilion, foreseeing that 
its cruel power would one da}' turn IVoiu the converts, 
on those whoadliercd to the religion of their ancestors. 
Ten years liad scarcely elapsed, when their predictions 
were too fully and fatally accomplished. 

When the Jews of Vittoria found that the edict of 
Granada was irrevocable, they sought to protect the 
graves of their relatives and friends from desecration, 
and entered into the following agreement with the 
municipality : — 

Wednesday, 27th June, 14^2. — In the street of the Jewry 
of this city, present, the members of the council, together w ith 
Moses Balid as judge of the Jews; their magit^tratc nnd repre- 
sentative, Ismael Moratan, Samuel Benjamin, the Gaon, and his 
cousin Abiatar Telle, Judah and Joseph Farral, and Samuel 
de Mijancas, Je^, inhabitants of the said city, who said, that 
whereas, as was notorious, the Jews were to quit for ever all 
these kingdoms, hy the month of July next ensuing, by order 
of the king and our lords, in conddeiation of the good and 
neighbourly treatment they had received Bcom this city, for 
themselves, and in the name of the whole Jewry of the said city, 
they did present, and make, inter vho, an irrevocable gift of the 
field and cemetery of the said Jewry, called the Judemendi, 
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widk all Hi appuitenanoes, entrances, and outgoings; that &om 
now, and for ever heieafter, it may lemain fi>r a paatare and 
public common of the corporation of the said dty. Where- 
upon the representative of the city engaged and made oath in 
its name, as Juan ^lartinez de Olabe, the representative of the 
said city, does engage and make oath to them, that it never 
shall be br kt ii up or ploughed, but remain for the public 
benefit of the corporation of the said city, as aforesaid. They 
granted a full and ample deed of gifib, under legal advice^ 
renouncing all laws that might appear oppoaed thereto* Signed 
by my hand. 

Witnenes, Andrea Martines de Heiedio, Pedro Gonsales de 
Tungiter, Juan de San Juan, proyiaion-dealer, and Pedro Gala> 
retta, tailor, inhabitants of Yittoiia.^ 

The field where the Jews had their cemetery is yet 
preserved. It is at a short distance the GaUe 
Nueva, which was the former Jewry, and is bounded 

by the adjoining land. It is called in the Basque 
dialect Judemendi, which means the Jews' hill. 

What probably gave them the idea of this deed, was 
its having been reported, that Juan Lopes de fiscoriaga 
had bought, or intended to buy it, from the Jews. 
The town conncil summoned him to a meeting held a 
week before, to inform him that it was, and ought to 
be, a public common for the benefit of the city.^ 

Their precaution to secure the sepulchres of their 
ancestors from desecration proved to be a wise step, 
for in 1580, Spanish fanaticism led the people of Seville, 
without respect for the ashes of the dead, to open and 
demolish the graves and monuments in the cemetery 
of the Jews, near the gate of Minjoar (so named from 
a wcjilthy Israelite who resided tliere), and robbed the 
corpses of everything of value. In some graves they 

■ AcuerdoB de Vtt., vol. i., p. 456. * Idem 455. 
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found manuacripta, which they took to the celebrated 
Arias Montanns.' 

As before said, uu the publication uf the edict, 
Abai'banel used his utmost exertious to obtain its 
revocatioii, but in vain ; his own words are the best 
statement of what passed. 

I was at court when the roval (leei*cc was aim mu ed. I 
wearied myself ii-tiuciiou iu imploring compassion, iiiricc 
on my knei s 1 be^onght the king. '* Regard us, 0 king, use 
not thy subjects so cruelly. Why do thus to thy servants? 
iiather exact from us our gold and silver, even all the house of 
Israel poflwsses, if he may remain in his cmmtxy" I likewise 
entreated my friends, the king's officers, to alley his anger 
against my people. I implored the councillors to advise the 
king to repeal die deciee. But as the adder doses its eaz with 
dust against the Ytnce of the charmer, so the king hardened 
his heart against the entreaties of his suppliants, and declared 
he would not reyoke the edict for all the wealth of die. Jews. 
The queen at his right hand opposed it, and urged him to con* 
tinue what he had begun. We exhausted all our power tot 
the repeal of the king's sentence ; but there was neither wisdom 
nor help reniaiuiiig. Wherever tlie evil decree was proclaimed, 
or the report of it had spread, our nation bewailed their con- 
dition with great lamentations; for there had not been such a 
banishment since Judah had been driven from his land. They 
exhorted and encouraged each other to keep firm to the law : 
Let us surmount every trouble for the honour of our halion and 
our religion; let us defend these against the hateful persecutors. 
If they leave us with life, we will live; if they deprive us of it, 
we will die ; but never let us violate our holy law. If his heart 
tuni not, let us go, in the name of " the Lord our portion." 
Let us abandon our settlements, and seek for homes elsewhere* 
In one day, on foot and unarmed, 300,000 collected from every 
province, young and old, aged and infirm, women and children, 
aU ready to go anywhere. Among the number was I, and, 
with God for our leader, we set out.* 

' Caro. Ant. oi Seville. * Pref. to Abar. Coin, on Kings. 
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Such is the recital of Abarbanel. 

Another contcniporan and eye-witness gives the 
following harrowing account. 

Within the term fixed by the edict the Jews sold and dis- 
poeed of their property for a mere nothing; they went about 
begging Christians to buy, but found no purchasers; fine 
liouscs and estates were sold for trifles; a house was exchanged 
for an ass; and a viueyard given for a little cloth or linen. 
Altliough proldljited carrying away gold and silver, they se- 
cretly took large quantities in their saddles, and in the 
• haltera and harness of their loaded beasts. Some swallowed as 
many as thirty ducats to avoid the rigorous search made at the 
frontier towns and sea-ports, by the officers appointed for the 
purpose. The rich Jews defrayed the expenses of the depar- 
ture of the poor, practising towards each other the greatest 
chanty, so that except very few of the most necessitous, they 
would not become converts. In the first week of July they 
took the route for quitting their native land, great and small, 
old and young; on foot, on horses, asses, and in carts; each 
continuing his journey to his destined port. They experienced 
great trouble and suffered indescribable misfortunes on the 
roads and country ihey travelled; some falling, others rising; 
some dying, others coming into the world; some fainting, 
others b^ng attacked with illness; that there was not a Chris- 
tian but wl»t felt for them, and persuaded thera to be baptised. 
Some from misery were converted; but they were very few. 
The rabbins encouraged them, and made the young people and 
women sing, and play on pipes and tabors to enliven them, 
and keep up ihdr spirits.^ 

The unfortunate Hebrews who had peaceably resided 
at Segovia, ontil the promulgation of the decree, 
previous to abandoning their homes, were three days 
in the cemetery, watering with their tears the ashes 
of their fathers; their lanieutations excited the pity of 
all who heard thein.^ 

» BeniaWcz, MS. C'hron. (U- loa Reyes CathoL 
* Coimeuares, BUt. dc Segovia. 
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The perilaand privations of their dreary pilgrimage 
were most severely felt by many whose fiunilies had 
been reared in all the refinements wealth and educa- 
tion could prucuixs which they liacl ennobled their 
characters, and were ornaments to the country that 
had given them birth. From the manner in which the 
departure of so many thousands of femilies was hur- 
ried, the property of the unfortunate Hebrews was 
disposed f)f for trifles ; the sale of their effects had 
more the appearance of a spoiiatiou than a fair alien- 
ation. It was every where a general desolation; 
Christians witnessed the most heart-rending scenes: 
the inexorable Ferdinand and the odious Torquemada 
alone remained unTnoved. With the sincerest sorrow, 
the profoundest grief, they quitted a country where 
their nation had flourished for many ages; it had 
become their countiy. Some d the proscribed, yield- 
ing to imperious necessity, preferred abjuring the 
faith of their fore-fathers to quitting the soil to ^viiicli 
all their fondest affections attached them; others to 
retain their possessions. But many of these dissem- 
blers, who were so fortunate as to escape the lynx-eyed 
inquisitors, when opportunity offered, rejoined their 
brethren and openly avowed their Judaism. Those 
whom tear or attachment to their native soil had made 
converts^ remained objects of suspicion to the clergy. 
They compelled them to prove then* baptism and to 
live among Christians, instead of together as formerly ; 
those who had been Rabbins were oblis-ed to leave the 
towns where they had resided, so much was their in- 
fluence with their former co-religionists feared. 

Fifteen hundred powerful and wealthy families that 
had resided in the kingdom of Granada, were the 
first that quitted the inhospitable shores of Spain. 
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Mariana estimates the number that emigrated at 

800,000 souls. The major part of those from Castile, 
yet clinr^ing to the Iberian soil, retired to Portugal. 

Bernaldez states that upwards of 3,000 souls went 
from Benevente to Braganza^ 30,000 from Zamora to 
Miranda; 35,000 from Ciudad Rodrigo to Villar; 
15,000 from Miranda dc Alcantara to ^larbao; 10,000 
from Badajoz to Yelves. Tiiose ironi Mcrida also 
went to Portugal, so that upwards of 100,000 entered 
that kingdom, where they received the most disinter- 
ested hospitality from their co-religionists. Many 
learned men settled in various Portuguese cities, where 
rabbmism already iiourished, some of whom were 
highly esteemed by the sovereign. 

From the frontiers of Navarre, 12,000 entered that 
kingdom, where they were kindly received in conse- 
quence of a letter dated 8th June, addressed by the 
king, John Labrit, and Donna Leonora, his queen, to 
the magistrate, judge, and commander of Ivstella, 
ordering, "that if any Jews of those expelled fpom 
Castile and Aragon, by order of Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella, should come to that city, they should alford 
them a safe transit, and every possible accommodation, 
because they are a docile people, that can easily be 
brought to reason." The sovereigns fearing that the 
Jews who resided at Estella might be maltreated, as 
their ancestors had been exactly a century before, 
announced that their othcers would incur their high 
displeasure if they did not prevent sach an occurs 
rence.' The municipality of Tudela, . actuated by 
feelings unlike those of their humane sovereigns, wrote 
to that of Tafalla, that the Jews exiled from Castile 
intended entering iNavarre^ but tiiat neither city ought 

lb. 
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to receive them, as it was contrary and opposed to 
the service of God and the king. From Andalusia 

and the coiiiinandery of St. Jago eight thousand souls, 
and from Medina de runmr three huudi'ed iamiliea, 
repaired to Cadiz. 

An immenfie concourse assembled at Carthagena, 
Valencia, Barcelona, and other ports of Aragon and 
C'atalonia, to embark fur Italy, Morocco, Barbary, and 
the Levant. Feixlinand had provided vessels at those 
ports to transport them wherever they might choose 
to go. A fleet of twenty-five sail, under the command 
of Pedro Cabron, conveyed a large number from Port 
Maria and Gibraltar to Oran. Bernaldez states that 
seventeen of the vessels of Cabron's fleet entered into 
the port of Carthagena, where a hundred and fifty per^ 
sons demanded the rite of baptism, which was given to 
them; and when the fleet was at Malaga, four hun- 
dred asked to be baptised, and they returned Chris- 
tians to Castile; the rest were landed at Archilla, 
from whence they went to Fez. But owing to a long 
drought, great scarcity prevailed there; consequently, 
the Moors refused to admit them into the city. 
The suflbrings they experienced on the voyage 
must have been dreadful — as is evident from the cir- 
cumstance of the baptisms mentioned by Bernaldez; 
for it can be attributed to no other reason, that five 
hundred and fifty persons, who had so recency sacri- 
ficed their y)roperty and abandoned their happy homes, 
should so suddenly become converts to a religion, to 
avoid which they had made such sacrifices and sub- 
mitted so resignedly to the perils and dangers that sur^ 
rounded them. On their arrival at Fez, they were 
forced to encamp in an open plain ; and, to satisfy their 
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hunger, these wretched beings had to subsist on the 

dried roots and withered grass the barren parched-up 
Airican soil then produced. Some sold their children 
to procure bread, others expired in the midst of theirs, 
who were also dying from hunger; some few, in 
despair, returned to Spdn, and were baptised. Those 
who had been sold, the king subsequently ordered to 
be liberated. What a contrast between the conduct 
of a prince considered as a barbarian and that of the 
Gadiolic sovereigns, misnamed Ghrislians! 

The misery suftVred bv the unfortunate exiles is 
ahnost indescribable. Some of the vessels took fire, 
and they either perished in the flames or were drowned, 
others were so overloaded that they sunk. Many 
were wrecked on barren coasts, and perished with 
hunger and cold ; those who survived were exposed 
to farther troubles and misfortunes. Some captains 
purposely prolonged Iheir voyage, to force them to 
buy water and provisions, at any price they chose to 
exact from their unfortunate victims. 

No one can describe nor even imagine all the cala- 
mities that befell the Hebrews in quitting Spain, — such 
as the dreadful want of food that some experienced at 
sea, — the ferocity of brigands, who on land plundered 
them of every thing they possessed, — the barbarity 
of captains, who conveyed others to distant islands, 
there sdling them for slaves, pretending they were 
prisoners of war, or those who threw the sick over- 
board to take their property. On board one vessel 
full ot emigrants a pestilential disease broke out; the 
caj^tain landed all on a desert island, where they 
wandered about in quest of assistance. A mother 
carrying two infants, walking with her husband, 

u 
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expmdaaihB road; the father^ araroome withifiRlagiie, 
fell fiuntmg near hb two duldreii; on amkeEung lie 

found them dead from hunger. He covered them 
with sand: "My CkkI," exclaimed ho, *'iny misfor- 
tunes eeem to induce me to abandon thy law; but I 
am a Jew, and will eTer remain 9oJ* 

Another captain deprived them of their dotfaes, 
and liinded them naked on a barren coast, where they 
found a ^|)rili,^ of water. At night, climbing some 
rocks in search of human habitations, a immber were 
deyottred hy wild beasts. Alter being there for five 
da3r8, the captain of a passing ship perceived naked 
people oil the shore ; lie took them on board, clothed 
them with old sails, gave them ibod, and convey^ 
them to Genoa. Seeing their miserable condition, 
the inhabitants inquired if he had slaves for sale? He 
nobly answered, NoP' and delivered them to their 
brethren in the city, on psiyment of reasonable ex- 
penses. They gladly made iiini an additional present, 
and loaded him with their blessings.^ One wretch is 
said to have violated a Jewish maiden in her parents' 
presence : after quitting her, he returned and cut her 
throat, for fear, as he said, she should have conceived, 
and should bring forth a Jew. 

The miseries suffered by those who went to Morocco 
are equally appalling. The Moors plundered them of 
almost everything they had. Hearing that many men 
and women had swallowed gold to bring away, they 
murdered a number, and then lipped them open to 
search for it. 

At SaUee, the crew of a large vessel enticed a 
number of children on board, with promises of giving 
them bread, and then set sail, while their frantic 

* Shebet Jeodah. 
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motlien implored them from the beach to leatore them 
their only treasure. 

Nine crowded vessels, iufected with diboase, arising 
from the hardships and privations of the voyage, 
arrived at Na|>le8i» The pestilence was communicated 
to the dly, and 20,000.of its inhabitants victiins 
to it. 

Others repaired to Genoa, where a famine prevailed. 
They were permitted to land, but were met liy priests 
carrying a crucifix in one hand and a loaf of bread in 
the other; thus intimating, that by receiving baptism 
they should have food. 

This is but a brief account of the horrors and 
atrocities suffered by the unfortunate descendants of 
Judah on quitting, by the crud mandate of Ferdinand 
and Isabella, a country to which, notwithstanding the 
persecutions they had occasionally ex^^erienccd from 
the populaC/C instigated by fanatic monks, they were 
sincerely and devotedly attached. 

Many of the expatriated Hebrews went to the 
Levant. Those that repaired to the various Italian 
states were hospital)ly received, notwithstanding the 
existence of inquisitions: but no Torquemada go- 
verned them. Even Tope Alexander YI. kindly 
afibrded them an asylum in the papal dominions, and 
subsequently wrote to all the Italian States to grant 
the exiles from Spain and Portugal tlie same privileges 
as resident Jews enjoyed. 

Besides the gold and silver they had secreted| and 
the valuable effects they were permitted to carry away, 
which an author has estimated at thirty millions of 
ducats, they took with them a great in iny Hebrew 
manuscripts, that had been the ornaments of the 
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gynagogues, or which opulent (aznilies had had written 

for their private use by able scribes, which arc to 
the present day admired specimens of Hebrew calli* 
graphy. 

They were not permitted to dUpoee of properly that 
belonged to the congregations. The synagogues were 

toT the most part, converted into chu relies. 

The following appears on the records of the city of 
Vittoria, 9<li July, U92:*— 

Hie town council notified to Jium Martinez de TJIiMmri, that 

it was reported he had bought the synagogue tlie Jews had in 
that city, which the civic authi)ritie9 hud ordered no inhabitant 
sliould puicUa^e, because they were not permitted to be sold in 
the whole kingdom ; and that if he had not bought it, he was 
not to buy it; and it he had, he should not pay the sum agreed 
for; and if he had already paid, he must have recourse to the 
persons who sold it, particularly to the chief of the Jews of the 
city, to recover what he had paid, as afterwards he could make 
no claim on the city, as the said synagogue must remain as 
other synagogues in the kingdom. Not acting accordingly, 
he would lose whatever he may have given for it. The mud 
Juan Martines demanded a copy. 

Diego Martines de Alava, notary, and Aharo de Urquibel, 
inbalntanta of the aaid city, witneflses. 

* AciierdoB de VU., voL i«, p. 857. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Revietv of the consequences of Ferdinmid^s conduct-^ 

Condemned by Mariana Surprise of BajazeU — 

Dedaraiiom of the Grandees. — Forgeriee to impose 
on like People. — Imoffes of JRahhmem, — Opinione 
thereon of Spaniards of the present day. — The conse- 
quences of the Expulsion, — Extracts from Morejon on 
the Act, — Assistance, — TTie Second Inquisitor-gene- 
ral Deza^-^AddiiioncU Decree obtained hy Mm. — A 
private Synagogue discovered at Valencia. 

The conduct of Ferdinand in issuing and putting into 
execution tliis decree, was severely reprobated and 
disapproved by every one. But tor the submission 
always shewn by the Hebrew people to the will of the 
soTerelgn, and their resignation to the decrees of the 
Omnipotent, a civil war might have been the result of 
this intemperate and cruel act. But the crafty mo- 
narch calculated on the peaceable demeanour of his 
Jewish subjects, whose conduct on this occasion Abar- 
band justly praised. A prudent sovereign would 
have tiikeii into consideration the fearful consequences 
that might have ensued from this cruel and insensate 
mandate. Instigated by that monster in human shape, 
the Domimcan inquisitor, Torquemada, under the 
hypocritical mask of religion, he risked crown and 
throne to gratify his avarice. 

Spain, althuugh apparently then at peace, possessed 
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witiiin ii^lf the genik» that might have proved the 
OTeitimnr of tbe cmdiolk' sovereigns, its nuaificatiODB 
might einljr hftve mideniiiiied the roytl aothon^. 
Had these 800,000 moIi in their despair have raised 

the standard of revolt, they would soon have found 
numerous auxiliaries. Granada had sui-reiidered ; but 
the mardal gfint o£ the haidj race of Moors in the 
Al^puxaim moimlaiiia waa not auhdned. The new 
Ghriadans, who the year before had sought to render 
themselves independent bv the puiviiase of ( iibnUtar 
from the duke of Medina .^idoiiia, on whom by deed 
of gift dated 3rd June, 1469, Henry IV. had eon- 
ferred it^^ would gladly have thrown off the disguise 
they had been forced to assume. Portugal, forced to 
coiu lude a peace after her defeat on the plains of Toto, 
would gladly have seized so favourable an opportunity 
to avenge her discomfiture. Surrounded by such 
perils, what might not have been the fate of the 
Gastilian monarchs? 

The fanatical Jesuit. -Mariana, who could write in 
defeuce of Jacques Clement, the assassin of Heniy III. 
of Fnmce, condemned it; he Bays: — 

The number of Jews that quitted O^tftile 10 not known ; most 
anihonBay they amottntedto 160,000 femilies; and acme, that 
they amounted to 800|000 aouls ; undoubtedly ammmenBe multi* 

tude, which induced many peraons to reprobate the resolution 

adopted by the king, Don Ferdinand, In expelling from his 
doniimons so proli tabic and opulent a people, acquainted with 
every mode of collecting wealth. Carrying with them a 
large portion of the riehes of Spain in gold, precious stones, 
and jewels oi' inestimable value, the states they went to derived 
incalculable benefit. 

When the exiles from Spain came to Turkey, the 
saltan, Bajasset, who had been led to form a hi^j^ 

' A^kIa, Uinl. (tib. 
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opinion of I' erdinand, esLclaiiued, Doyoa term this 
a politftcai king, who impoirerishes his countaTy and 
enriches, oars?" 
Had the Catholic sovereigns a right to drive so 

many thousand families from their native soil? Or 
should they have confined themselves to the laws that 
existed in Spain ? These are questions that may be asked y 
for, firom die earliest period of Christianity, the dis- 
persed and -wandering Hebrew people had been every- 
where tolerated; such conduct was considered one of 
the greatest triumphs of Christianity, bx Spain they 
had been established long anterior. 

The sovereigns of the second Gothic monarchy not 
only afforded their protection to the Jews, but secured 
to them their individual freedom, granting them in 
the civil order remarkable concessions. In the Fuero 
Viejo of Castile, Alphonso VIXL placed their property 
in security from unjust aggressions. 

Ferdinand III. granted tiicin tlie privilege of being 
tried by their own judges, and that Christians should 
not serve as witnesses against them. 

Alphonso the Wise, in the Seven Codes, ordained 
that the existence of Jews among Spaniards should be 
respected, that the holy scriptures might be fulfilled. 
Alphonso XI. desired that the Jews siiould never quit 
Spain, and they would be converted to Christianity. 
While he forbade their usury, he authorized them to 
acqmre landed property in aU his dominions. 

In nearly all the laws made by the Cortes regarding 
the Jews, in all the privileges and charters granted 
them by sovereigns, the desire that they should reside 
in Spain is perceptible, flattering ihemiaelves with the 
hope that they would abjure their religion, and be of 
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great advantage to the state. How tiieii could the 
Catholic soyeragns infringe the htwa of the Idngdoniy 

and by a single stroke of the pen drive from their 
hetu'ths the dt'scendaiits of Judah, wIm tor >o many 
centuries had reposed under the shadow ot the throae 
in the Iberian peninwila? Tiie only answer that can 
be given is, that they had no right; they were bound 
t(i act in confonnity to the existing laws enacted 
constitutionally. 

Examining the edict pohticaliy, did it affect the 
interest of the state? Undoubtedly it did; for not* 
withstanding the prohibition, the Jews carried away 
immense wealth, to aggniiidise and enrich foreign 
states. By the expulsion of the Hebrews, the true 
sources of public wel£ue, commerce and industry, 
sufiered a mortal Uow. The Utter, owixig to the 
recent conquest of Granada, was at first less ^elt, 
as thereby Castile obtained new cultivators. Com- 
merce, on the contrary, closed its gates, by the 
banishment of the proscribed people, and for a time 
lost all its activity. 

The act of FercUnand and Isabella is condemnable, 
as injurious to literature and the arts and sciences. 
For many ages, the efforts of the Jews had been 
directed to acquire knowledge. The triumphs gained 
by them in the sciences and literature, the constant 
example of their studies, exerdsed no little inffnence 
oji Spiuiish civilisation. The earliest writers of anti- 
quity, down to the most modern authors, had been 
consulted and studied by the rabbins. Innumerable 
works on every science, whether in Hebrew or in 
Arabic, had been translated into Spanish, or more 
frequently into Latin, the language of the learned. 
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The academies, schools, synagogues, meetings of 
learned men, commercial establishments, all were 

destroyed at a single blow. What a return for the 
assistance rendered by them in the war with Granada ! 

The grandees, when they found their towns and 
villages depopulated, their hands uncultivated, declared, 
that, could they have imagined the desolation would 
have been so great, they would have resisted its exe- 
cution. 

The people generally seem to have disapproved 
of the measure; for although the rabble^ when incited 
by fanatic monks, committed the most horrid out> 
rages, the Jews would not otherwise so earnestly have 
sought to remain in the midst of a hostile population. 
The following forgeries became necessary, and were 
widely spread, to induce a belief in the necessily 
of banishing them for ever. They are yet on record.' 

Letter of the Jem of Spm to thoee of Conttantmopk, 

Respected Jews, — Health and grace. Know yc, that 
the king of Spain, by public proclamation, makes us become 
ChristiaiiSf takes away our property, deprives us of existence, 
destroys our synagogues, and oommits other vexations towards 
uSi which confuses us, and wc know not what .to do, oonform- 
ably to the law of Moses. We beg and entreat you to be kind 
enough to convene s meeting, and forward us with all despatch, 
the xenlntions you may therein adopt. Chamobo, 

Chief of the Jews of Spain. 

Answer efihe Jewe of ConMimUmaple to thoee ef Spem. 

Beloved Brethren ik Hoses,— We recdved a letftery 

wlu rein you inform us of the troubles and misfortunes yon 
sufllr; for which we ft cl as much as yourselves. The opinion 
of the authorities and rabbins is the following: — In regard 
to what you ssy, that the kmg of Spain raakes^ you become 
* Arch. Nav. I Ecc. AIT. leg. i.,ch. 21. 
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Christumii lubmii to it once you oumot do otherwise. As to 
wluit yen mjt tliat thejr take awaj yoiir pfoperty, make yovr 
sons meichanta tbat tkej may take away theirs, in reg^d to 
taking away your Hvefl, make your sons physicians and apothe- 
caries^ tliat ihey may deprive them of theizs* In respect to 
your saying that they destroy your synagogues, make your 
sons eoolesiastics, that they may destroy their temples. As to 
saying they otherwise vex you, ondeavonr that your sons enter 
into the offices of the state, that you may avenge yourselyes by 
having them under you. Depart not from this order wliich we 
give you, aud you will iiud iioui being low, you will become 
very high. Usuru, 

Chief of the Jews of Constantinople. 

This iniSunotts imposture and calumny was the 
fabrication of some ignorant ecdesiastic; for the 

Spanish Jews never acknowledged those of Constan- 
tinople, or any others, after the closing of the Per- 
fliaa schools, and the death of Kabenu Uay^ in Per- 
sia, whom aJl Israel recognised as supreme head 
and judge. The Jews of Spain acknowledged only 
their own rabbanim, of whom they reckon ten genera- 
tions. 

1. B. Samuel a Levi, the prince. 

2. R* Joseph a Levi, his trnfortmiBte aon. 

3. R. Isaac Al Fez. 

4. R. Joseph a Levi ben Mogas. 

5. R. Moses ben Maimon (Mairnonides). 

6. R. Moses Micozi, and R. Moses ben Nachman (Kach« 

manides). 

7. R. Solomon ben Adereth. 

8. The famed Rabenu Asher, a Gemuui* 

9. R. Isaac Campanton. 
10. B. Isaac Aboab. 

The author has the honour of being personally ac- 
quainted (here and in Spuin), with many of the illus- 
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trious Spaniards of the present day; and aD, without 

exception, attribute the fall of their country from the 
highest pinnacle of glory and poAver^to its present state, 
to the banishment of its most industrious population. 
For, a few years after the expulsion of the Jews, the 
Catholic sovereigns, in Tiolation of a sacred treaty, 
lorced the Moors to quit the II)erian soil. 

The consequences are'sdsible : Spain, which formerly 
contained forty millions of inhabitants, to which its 
productive soil afiPorded subsistence, now can barely 
number fifteen, and although at one time it was com- 
plained that the immense Jcwi^ih population enhanced 
the price of provisions, political economy, properly 
understood, teaches that the chief source of the wealth 
of nations is their population; and whilst in every 
other country it has considerably increased, in Spain 
it has fearfully diminished. 

From being the first among the nations, she has 
fallen into a secondary rank in the European family. 
Such has been the efi^ of impolicy, fanaticism, and 
persecution ! 

T shall close this digression with extracts from a 
modern Spanish author of note. 

I will not epeak of that cruel penecation, of that horrid 
banishment of fi>ur hundred thousand Jews by order of the 
Catholic BOYereignsin 1492, without permittmg them to take 

away the gold and silver that belonged to them. 

Would that a thick veil couUl hide this act from US which 
casts such a stain on the happy epoch of that reign, and ob- 
scures the gl<^ry ac(|uircd by other noble deeds of thubc who 
counselled such a political assasshiation. 

Would that this black page could be blotted from history, 
which exhibits to us the bhndness of fanaticism, ana the ob- 
dmoy of hearty when once retigious piejudioes are insuUed 
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imo iL* The diilike wHh wkieh aomc penoiit logud ihii imr- 
fi>rtuo«te people, it an injnatioe towatds them, fto nuah tfaflgF 
do not deeerre, and their heniAment fiom Spain mnat be con- 
adeied a poUtical eiime.* 

Conndeied humanely, this painM and em to be legietted 
aet against a raoe that had for manycentniiet peaceably rended 
in our Peninsula, among whom bo many men of worth, talents, 
and learning had shone, cannot contribute to dispel the opinion 
all Europe has formed of our ancestors, that they were pre* 
eminently intolomnt."* 

Jt' to this lu- udde<l, that the Jews neither could, nor ever at- 
tempted to invade our territories, to subvert our laws, to act 
hoBtilely to our religious belief, or to disturb our social order, it 
will be seen how wrong our legislators were in proscribing and 
placing under a perpetual ostracism thousands of families, who^ 
by their departure fiom the kingdom, only diminished our 
public wealth and reduced our poptdation, the Talue of which 
la well known in political economy.* 

The Christian population were by the expulsion 
deprived of sufficient medical assistance; for, although 
the laws prohibited them employing Jew physicians^ 
surgeons, and apothecaries, their known abilities and 
professional ^kiii in the practice of medicine, rendered 
their services indispensable and sought after by their 
Christian fellow dtizens, as is proved by the following 
record of the municipality of Yittoria, dated 29th 
October, 1492. 

Knowing the want of physiciuna, the city, its tenitoiy^ and 
vicinity experience^ £:ora the departure and absence of the 
Jews and the physicians of the said city and its neigbbourhoodi 
they agree to requestySnd do hereby request, the licentiateDoctor 
Antonio de Toumay, physician, to remain and reside in the 
said city, there to practise his pofesdon and art for the fol- 
lowing year; that is, from ihe day of All Saints for one com^ 
|)let(> year; for whidi, in the name of the city, they would give 

^ Monyooi Hist. Med. Espag.* vol. i., p. 74. * Ibid. p. 75. * Ibid. p. 3i4. 
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and pay him ten tfaouBond maraTedia for bis sorvioeB duiing 
the Baid year.* 

This want of medical assistance continued to be 
felt the following year; for in the reoord of a meeting 
of the town coundl, held 10th June, 1493, mention is 
made '*that there was a great scarcity of physicians, 
owing to the departure and absence of the Jews."' 

At a meeting held 20th August, they resolved and 
ordered 

Whereas many of the new Christians resident in this city, 
who were formerly Jews, have come to live iii the new street, 
formerly called the Jewry; from which arises a disservice to 
God, and a great inconvenience; although some inhabitants 
have complained thereof, none of them are to reside in the 
said street; but, on the contrary, all such as now reside in it 
are to seek other dwellings, and are to remove thereto within 
fifteen days after it shall be notified to them. The magistmtes 
are cbaiged to notify and remedy the samOi ' 

It would appear from this, fears were entertained 
that the forced converts might relapse to Judaism, 
if their early habits and associations were permitted. 
The last notice of the Jews on the records of Vittoria 
is, that by an order from Madrid, dated 10th Janaaxy, 
1495, any public property there might be that 
belonged to the Jews, was to be delivered over to the 
city for 1,000 maravedis the Jewry owed for taxes. 

On the death of Torquemada, in 1498, another 
Dominican, Don Diego Deza, archbishop of SevUle, was 
appointed inquisitor-general : liLs hatred of the Jews 
equalled that of his cruel predecessor. The Jews were 
so attached to the country where the learning of the 
Hebrews had immortalized their names, that some 
sought to settle in Spain a few years after the eacpul- 

* Acoardot ds Vtt.» vol i. p. 4S7, ' Ibid., p. 406. * lUd^ p. MS. 
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Am* Den applied to the Oatholic sovereigiiB to pve* 

vent it; in consequence, on the 5th September, 1499, 
after repeating the Ibrmer edict of 1492, thej added 
the foliowixig:— 

Am we have been iidoniied that some Jewa ham pieBomed 
to eome to ihete our Idagdoms, saying, they are not the penom 

that were banished, and that the foregoing law does not extend 
to them, being from foreign .states, unci on being arrested, declare 
that they "svish to become Christians, as the pirnishiuenl is 
dmibtful. We therefore order all and each of the justices of 
our kincfdoms, that if now, or at any time hereafter, any Jews 
or Jewesses should enter our kingdoms, whether those that 
were baoiahed, or whatfioever others from foreign kingdoms or 
states, yott are immediately to inflict on them the piuushment 
of death, confiscation of their property, and ereiy other 
penalty contained in the aforesaid law. Fail not to execute it, 
although such Jews declare they denre to become Christians, 
except previous to entering our kingdoms they send to mani- 
feet and make known to you ihat they come to turn Christians 
and be oonverted to our holy Catholic fiuth, and execute a deed 
in presence of a notary and witnesses, to that effect, at the 
first town they enter. Such persons, on publicly bccoiaiug 
Christians at the place where they arrive, in conformity to the 
above, we perrint to reside in our kingdoms as Chnstiairs; but 
if any of them should have Jew servants, they must send 
them out of the kingdom within two months, or at the ex- 
piration of that time they must become Christians : Miing so 
to do, they incur the aforesaid penalties and punishments. 

But they could not eradicate Judaism from the 
Hebrew breast ; and the converts, although apparently 
the devoutest Catholics, secretly observed the religious 
rites enjoined by the Mosaical law, and even assem- 
bled to join in worship ^to the God of Israel. A 
private synagogue, in 1501, was discovered at Valen- 
cia. The owner of the premises suffered at an Auto 
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da Fe; the house vnm rmeA ; and the Inquisition built 
a chapel on the site, which is yet known by the name 
of Za Cruz Ntteva (the new cross). 



CHAPTER XXVIL 

Jews of Portugal, — Do?i Solomon Jachia holds the 
highest Offices of State. — Order of Gregory IX. — 
Favoured by M the Sovereigns. — Tlmr Civil and 
ReUgious (rovemmeni, — PrivUegea,— Laws respect 
ing Converts, — BvlU of Clement VL — Cortes of lAs- 
Ion — of Evora. — Paid a Property Tax of Two per 
Cent. — Ordinance of Duarte — of Alphonso V,— 
Cortes of Santarem — of Lisbon, 

The settlement of the Jews in the ancient Lusitania 
was as early as in the other parts of the Iberian pen- 
insula. From the earliest period of the Portuguese 

nionarchy, they enjrivcd the coiiddijnce of its sovereigns. 
We find, in the reign of JSancho I., in 1190, Don Solo- 
mon Jachia^ by his merit and fidelity, obtained the 
command of the army, and was appointed field*marahal> 
general. His bravery and success raised many power- 
ful enemies aj^ainst him; but by his hinnility he dis- 
armed their angry feelings, and eluded the cabals and 
intrigues of the ministry. He prevailed on his co- 
religionists not to ride on horses or wear sill^ as he 
observed it caused the envy and jealousy of the Chris- 
tians. His family must have been ennobled, as all his 
descendants had the title of JDon^ a title then only 



Digitized by Google 



304 AUOHzo ni. hbgwt ov vomaoAXs. [1248. 

oonftmd on ndbleiiieii) and not uaed in conunon as at 
thepreaentday. 

Sancho IT. appointed Jews, in preference to Chlia- 
tians, to various public otiices, undoubtedly because 
he found them to be better financiers, and nM>re 
adafited for the public service than the latter* Com- 
plaints beinp: made to Pope Gngory IX. that he 
favoured the Jewish religion, he ordered ihe bishop uf 
Astorga and Lugo to admonish him on the subject. 
He also desired the king, when the posts of Teoeiym, 
ooUectoTs, or fanners-general were held by Jews or 
Moors, to api^^iiit a Christian superintendant, who 
might look into the vexations and impositions they 
practised on ecclesiastics and Christians generally, 
by their rigorous exactions and mode of recovery. 
In return for the protection aflbrded them, the Jews 
furnished an anchor and a cable of sixty fathoms to 
every king's vessel on her first leaving port. The 
origin of this custom is not stated ; but that it existed 
is proved by a commission appointed in 1320 by King 
Dminis, to inquire respecting it; therefore it must 
have fallen into desuetude during the reign of his 
father.^ 

The crown of Portugal had rendered itself tributary 
to the Holy See, a powe^ which, once obtained, was 
never willingly relinquished by the representatives of 

St. Peter. In virtue of this authority, Innocent IV. 
nominated Aitbiizo III. regent of the kingdom, thus 
virtually deposing his brother, the king, who, through 
the influence of the discontented clergy and nobles, 
became the victim of the court of Rome.' 

The undisturbed residence of tiie Jews in Portugal, 
proves that the Papal See was not opposed to the 

> Britto*8 Hitt. d« Portiigal. ' Bniiida«s Momnr. Luritania. 
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Hebrew people reaiding in CathoHc oountries; for until 
the reign of Emanuel, we find none of the pages of 

the histoiy of Portugal stained with the sanguinary 
records tliat so frequently disgrace the annals of Spain. 
That it should be opposed to Jews holding the highest 
• offices of state is not surprising, as thereby they might 
exercise a powerful influence over the Christian popu- 
lation. 

But the Portuguese sovereigns found their financial 
and commercial talents necessaiy, and continued to 
employ them in various departments of government ; 

for when the clergy, in 1289, made forty charges 
against King Dennis to the Papal See, the 27th was, 
that he appointed Jews to the highest offices of state, 
— the chief rabbi Judah being his high treasurer and 
minister of finance, — and that, in consequence, he per- 
mitted Jews to be without the distinguishing mark, 
and did not compel them to pay tithes, according to 
canonical law ; which he promised to remedy, and that 
year ordered them to wear the sign; but what it was 
is not stated. In 1317, the king agreed that the 
Jews of BragaiiZii, in lieu of extraordinary taxes, 
should pay annually 600 maravedis of eight, in white 
Leonese sous. At a cortes held in 1325 at Evora, 
sumptuary laws respecting dress were enacted; and no 
exceptions were made in regard to the Jews. During 
his reign, except the favour granted to the Jews of 
Braganza, they paid the ordinary and extraordinary 
taxes the same as in the time of his predecessors. 

The sovereign of Portugal continued to fitvour 
them. His son, Alfonzo lY., in 1340, fixed a sum 
for the ordinarv tribute; and, to put a stop to the 
exactions they were subject to, commuted lor 50,000 

X 
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llvres the extraordinary impositions. This iras a 
great boon, for the Jews of Portugal were much 

wealthier than those of Castile; the major part lived 
on their incomes, or by contracts with government 
and the dties, most of the revenues being farmed 
by them ; they were also large landed proprietors. The • 
commutation was regularly collected ; for although in 
every town of Portugal there were Jewish commimities, 
the whole formed a body under their own particular 
goyemm^t, more resembling a foreign tributary na- 
tion than subjects of the Portuguese crown. Besides, 
being under the protection of the laws, which were 
better adiuinisterod and observed than in Castile, they 
enjoyed from the sovereigns extraordinary privileges 
and immunities. Although generally regarded with 
mistrust and contumely by the Christian population, 
many were highly respected for their moral conduct, 
civil virtues, and inmxense wealth. They had various 
magistrates to watch over the economy, poliqr, and 
interest of the different communities, as well as for 
the administration of justice. 

The head of their civil and religioua goyernmezit was the 
Chief Bahbi, who was elected by the king, and coiuequenily 
either a peison who had rendered aome serrioe to the state, or 
a personal friend of the aoverdgn; it was a post of high dia- 
tmction and importance. His seal of oflice was the arms of 
Portugal, with the words, " Chief Rabbi of Portugal** round it, 
all documents and letters signed by him, or his ouvidor (the 
title of a magistrate who heazs causes), who always accompanied 
h.im, were sealed with it. 

All acts of appeal iiiid otlicr documents, that in the last in- 
stance were appealed to the ministers of state, began, " Judah 
(or A. B.), chief rabbi of my lord the king, of the communes of 
the Jews of Portugal and Aigarve, to whomsoever these pre- 
sents Cometh," <&c« 
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Bendes having the Mtne aaihority as noblemen who poe- 
seBBed seigneurial rights, he had the power of mflictangpimiBh-* 
ment, a power the sovereigns of Portugal did not oiLen giiuat 
to other grandees. 

He took cognizance of all wrongs and injuries committed by 
the magistrates he had appointed in the provinces, those com- 
mitted by him or his ouvidor were only subject to the revision 
of the corregidor (the supreme magistrate) of the court. All ' 
causes and suits of which he was hoimd to take cognizance, 
were heard and determined by him. It was his duty from 
time to time to visit the difSnent communes* He took, or 
commissioned other persons to take, an account from the 
administraton and treasuxers of the property of communes, to 
see that they weie placed to advantage, and by his usher could 
compel de&ulters to pay to ihe utmost of their means. He 
was bound to examine and see that the property of orphans 
was properly secured, and to demand accounts from their 
curators and guardians; and to order the rabbis of provinces, 
under a penalty, to appoint within a certain time, curaLors or 
guardians for those who had not.^ In plac^ where the court 
was present, he could order immediate punishment to be in* 
flicted, and could take cognizance of all causes of persons who 
firom their rank, office, wealth, or protection^ wero eatmpted firom 
the junsdiction of the mbhia of provinces. It belonged to him 
to order ihe making of footpaths, and keeping them and the 
buildings of the Jewries in proper repair. 

He had the same authority as magistrates of provinces to 
grant passports and safeguards: those made in his name ran 
thus: — 

" I (A. B.), chief rabbi of my lord the king of the comnumcf? 
of tbe Jews of Portugal and Algarve, to you (C. D.) ra))i)i ol 
the commune of Jews of * * * *. Know ye, that I hereby 
give safeguard and security to (£. F.), who is authorised to live 
and veside in your place," &c 

He could not grant any privilege, favour or grace, to exempt, 
or excuse any person from serving the offices, duties, and 

* Mem. (U Aca. real dat fcien do IJsboa, aud Mooleiro liis. d« 
iii(|uisicam. 
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charges in the community where he rendet. Nor eould he 
either in the lirst instance, or by appeal, take cognizance of 
complaints against the persong authorized to fix the market 
prices of article*', as each commune had its particular otficer 
appointed tor that purpose. Nor could lie decide on verbal 
qnanels, as they belonged to the appointed officers of the 
respective diatriots. He could neither arrest nor have any ^ 
perm anesfced, except on sworn evidence or dedaied wit- 
neaeet. In consequence of the oumy inconvenienoeB suffered 
by thoee who were imprisoned by him, they were forced to 
follow bim to the place where ^ punishment was to be 
inflicted. 

All sentences d^Tsred by the chief rabbi or his ouvidor, 

were issued in the name of the reigning sovereign, and sealed 
with the royal arms. From the foregoing, it will be per- 
ceived that the chief rabbi exercised the same authority over 
the Jews as the chief civil magistrate oi' tlie court had over 
the other population. He had various officers attached to him. 
The principal was an ouvidor, who alwajrs accompanied him; 
his duties were the same as the chief civil magiatrete; he 
joined the chief rabbi in taking cognizance of all causes that 
he could not determine by himselC 

1. The ouvidor was to be a well-infbrmed Jew, possessing 
all ihe neoesaaiy qualifications fiir an upright and just judge. 
He affixed the official seal to aU letters, sentences, and- releases 
or acquittals, given by the chief rabbi or himself. 

2. A chancellor, in whose custody all the official papers 
were kept, which he carried with him to the respective pro- 
vinces. He might either be a Jew or Christian, provided he 
was duly qualified for the office. 

3. A notary, to note, and give notarial acts and documents 
of every thing that passed b&fi>re him, for which he was entitled 
to make the same charges as the royal notaries. Before enter- 
ing on his office, he was sworn before the chief rabbi, faithfully 
iind truly to perform its duties. He might either be a Christian, 
or a Jew, but must know to read and write well. 

4. He had also an nsher to make the sdzures, and execute 
the sentences given by him, or his ouvidor. 
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III criminal actions, although a Jew is the defendant, they 
could only be tried by the criminal judge appointed by the 
long. 

They could sae Christiana for bond debts, even after the 
limitation of twenty years. 

On Saturdays, passover, and other holidays enjoined by their 
religion, as they are pr<^bited to distract themselTes with 
pro&ne concerns, on those days the royal ministers could not 
proceed against them, nor could they be summoned to appear 
in any court. 

In all cities and towns where ten Jews resided, they had 
their Jewry to live separate from Christians; they were closed 
at night, and guarded by two sentinels; they were better 
situated than the Moors, for the Jewries were always within the 
walls of the city. The street where the Jewry of Lisbon was, 
yet retains the name; the Moories were without the city wallsL 

It may now be necessary to state the laws regarding 
oonyerts, for the kings of Portugal granted many 
advantages and favours to Jews and Moors who would 

enter the pale oi the cliarch. By a very aiicieiit law— 

Any person who called another '* Turncoat," who from any 
other religion became a Christkn, was to be iined aixty soldos 

by the alcalde. 

Ko Jew could disinherit a child solely on account of em- 
bracing Christianity: on the contrary, it secured to the convert 
a large portion of the parents' property, even beiore their death. 

The following was the law on the subject: — 

If the convert was an only sen or grandson, he received two- 
thirds of all the fiunily property, and a third only was left for 

the parents: to which-, or any other property he might acquire 
after tlie division had been made, the convert could never 
make any fuj-ther claim, unless left to him by will. 

If there were many aun.-^, and the whole became Chri&tiaiiH, 
the two thirds of the property were equally divided among 
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them, mder the luae oooditioiit wm if there had been onlj a 
angle converk 

If the ooayeit had another brother who waa a Jew, he waa 
onlj to have half the property the parent poMMaed at the time 
of hia convernon; and if he had more than one Jew brother, 
then he was only to have a third. 

A convert nnght inherit from any Jew rektion in the same 

way da he would were they Can^iiikiks, 

It has Wn stated that thv\ were large landholders. 
>k\> limiu) deem to have been made to their acquisitions ; 
for the first mentioD of the sabject is in the reign of 
I>oai Pedro, who enacted, — 

That when Jews bought, hinHi, ai^^igned, farmed, or ex- 
ohaogetl landed property with or from Christiana, they should 
he sworn bt^fore the judge of the phuse, or the two notaries that 
draw np the deed, that the tranaaction ia neither finudulent 
nor usurious. 

At tliis time they appear to have received titles or 
surnames from their landed possessions, for this sove- 
reign granted to the chief rabbi, Don Moses, and his 
wife Donna Salva, and their heirs, the right and pri- 
vilege of assuming the name oi Navarro, on entailing 
a large property and many villas they possessed 
within the boundaries of Lisbon. 

Dom Ferdinand, his successor, was also much 
attached to his Jewish subjects. Don Judah was the 
high treasurer of the royal treasury, and Don David 
Negro was a particular favorite with him. On his 
death Don David evinced his gratitude by his conduct 
towards John I., of Castile, the husband of Donna 
Beatrice, the daughter of the deceased monarch, as 
before related. 

At the Cortes held in 1371, at Lisbon, he ordered 
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that tbe privileges which had been granted to the 

Jews and Moors should be observed. 

On Dom John I. ascending the throne of Portugal, 
he continued favourable to the Hebrew people. His 
physician, Don Moses Salom, who had held the same 
post to his predecessors, fearing that the flame against 
the Israeiitish people, which had caused such devast- 
ation in Castile and Aragon, might spread to Portu- 
gal, in 1391 presented to the king a bull of Boni&ce 
IX., confirming that of Clement VI., issued in 1348, 
wherein the Pope prohibited Christians molcstinpr tlie 
Jews in the exercise of their religion, desecrating their 
cemeteries, or imposing on them any other taxes than 
what Christians were subject to. In consequence of 
this representation, the king, in the fbllo\v'iiig year, 
ordered, " that the rights and privileges of the 
Israelites should be respected." Thus preventing 
bigoted ecclesiastics instigating the ignorant populace 
to perpetrate on the descendants of Judah those scenes 
{){' liorror, that cast so indelible and bloody a staiu on 
the pages of Spanish history. 

The wearing a distinguishing sign hainng fallen into 
disuetudc, complaint was made to the cortes held at 
Evora in 1391, that either they did not wear them, or 
had them so small, or wore them in such part of their 
dress, as not to be perceptible. Whereupon he or- 
dained, — 

That all Jews ol" his dominions should wear a red star,ha\ iiig 
six points-, die size of l>is round soid, on the bre:i!?L of the outer 
gamu nt, at the pit of the stomach, in such manner as to be 
visible. 

Hitherto all papers and documents among Jews 
were di*awu up in Hebrew; but Dom John ordered 
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thftt in fatme they ahouM be made in the language of 
the country. 

Ill the early period of the monarchy, all the vassals 
were military, and every rich and powerful subject 
was bound to have hia horse, to be prepared in case of 
war; as it ms a measure for the defence and security 
of the kingdoms, the Jews were equally bound to the 
same until this reign, wlien the king ordered his master 
of horse not to compel Jews to have a horse, akhough 
they possessed property which, according to the regu- 
lations, would oblige them to it. 

In 1404 it was ordered, — 

That all Jews should inscribe the value of the produce, and 
the lands they poaseflaed, oi they should become the property 
of the occupieis. 

It appears they paid a property-tax of 2 per cent. ; 
for it is recorded that property worth 6,000 reis paid 
120 to the king. 

At the instance of the Jews^ and by the advice of 
Dom Gil Alma, bishop of Lisbon, and other persons of 
his council, he ordered that a convert from Judaism 
should be compelled to give his wife guet (a divorce 
according to Jewish form), as >vithout that docu- 
ment she would yet be considered bound to him as 
his wife. 

For the prutectiou uf converts, he ordered, — 
That any person that olfended them should be summoned 
and tried before secular judges, as delinquents frequently weie 
Bot punished when carried before eodeaiastical conmiissioners. 

John was succeeded by his son Duarte (Edward). 
During his short reign of less than five years, he made 
many laws respecting the Jews and Moors. He 
appears to have taken e3cample from his Gastilian 
neighbour, John IL He ordained — 
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That no Jew or Moor thould bold sny office In the hottse- 
hold of the king, queen, in&nteB, noblemen, or prelates.* 

Fearing too much coimnunication with Jews and 
Moors might be injurious to his Christiaii subjectSi 
particularly to women, he enacted,— . 

That neither Jews nor Moors should have GhlUliaa boys or 
girls in their service, for hire or gratis. 

They were prulubited entering the houses of single women, 
widows, or even, of married women, in the absence of their 
husbands, unless in the company of two Chiistian men ox 
women ; except physicians, surgeons, apothecaries, and mecha- 
nics, who in iriztue of their o£Soe, weie permitted. 

No Christian woman might enter ihe warehouses or shops of 
Jews or Moors, unless accompanied by a Christian man. 

No Christian woman could enter the Jewry by heraelf under 
pain of death. 

The same occurred here as in Spain : the extreme 
severity of the laws to prevent the intercourse of Jews 
and Moon with Christians, rendered them ineffective. 
The early death of this monarch probably saved the 
Hebrews of Portugal similar j)€rsecutions to what their 
co-religionists suitered at this period in Spain. 

Alfonzo v., who succeeded to the throne in 1438, 
although constantly engaged in glorious but unprofit- 
able wars with the Moors in Africa, or his Gastilian 
iiei<rlibour, was a great benefactor to his country, fur 
he revised and compiled the laws of the kingdom, 
forming a code which bears the title of the Alfonzine 
Code. The foregoing laws and privileges respecting 
the Hebrew people are embodied in it, with the follow- 
ing alterations and additions : — 

A convert might continue to live with his unconverted wife 
Sot ona ysstfju f^jflMS"^ ^^hat time she would not embrace 




iabe compelled to give her jwef* 
fiaiitxircm daa Cortes. 
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Tliat the privileges grantt il to converted Jews ahould be 
extended to Cliristians, wliu nmrried Jewetsjea that had become 
Chrislians. 

At the Cortes held in 1451, at Santarem, it was 

enacted, — 

That Jews and Moon should not be permitted to wear alk 

CUCBBOBt 

At another held at Lisbon in 1 460, in consequence 
of a Tuinous war he had entered into against Caatale, 
a general contribution was ordered to be levied on the 

Jews and Moors; but their officers were exempted 
from it. 

In 1468 a cortes was held at Sautarem, which 
resolved, — 

That Jews and Moors should not be permitted to reside 
without their Moories and Jewries, and that they should be 
compelled to wear the ogna enacted by law. 

Although ordered by John L, and now confirmed, 
it will be seen that it was not observed. 

The Jews of Portugal, like those of Spain, were found 
to be more liberal in farming the public revenues than 
Christians J and the clergy, whatever might be their 
dislike to them for adherence to their faith, had none 
against them as farmers and collectors of the revenues 
of the church, as they paid better prices than could be 
obtamed from any of their Catholic flock. To remedy 
this, in tlie last Cortes held by this sovereign at Lisbon, 
in 147^, it was enacted, — 

That Jews should not be peimitted to recover the revenues 
belonging to the church; and severe penalties were enacted 
against ChriBtians who farmed or let them to either Jews or 
Moois. 
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At the same Cortes it was ordained — ' 

That the Jewish rabbis and the muftis of the Moois might 
only take cognizance of affiuis that oocuzred among themselvea 
in thdr respective communities. 



CHAPTER XXVllI. 

John II. — Cortes of Evora, — Tlie Exiles from Spain 
admitted — Farced ta quit — Cruelties ikey suffered. — 
Enumud succeeds to the Throne — Banishes them — 

Deliberatiom of the Council — Their Children taken 
from them — Bishop Osorio's Account-^ Usque^s Re- 
lotion of their Sufferings. 

■ 

On the accession of John II. in 148 1, he held a 
Cortes at £voTa; the following petiticms against the 
Jews and Moors were presented to it. 

Sire, it appears to our people that in regard to the dresses of 
Jews, Bfoors, and their wires, your highness might order that 
they should wear their signs and dress as fermeily, in such 
manner that th^ may be known as Jews or Moors wherever 
they are, and thereby confer a great &vour on your vassab.' 

AVhereas, at present we generally perceive, much injurious 
dissoluteness among Jews, Mooit, and Christians, as well in 
living, in dress, and in association, wliich is disgraceful, im- • 
proper, and abominable. And we notice Jew cavaliers, moujited 
on richly caparisoned horses and mules, in fine cloaks, cas- 
socks, silk doublets, closed hoods, and with gilt swords, that it 
b impossible to recognise theuL Further, they enter churches, 
mock the holy sacraments and mix with Christians, to the 
great injury of the Catholic faith. And besides this great 

* Chap. ciii. 
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dMwltttgnMi, thm spring othor enon and aeti KigHly preju* 
diddl md iDjurioiis to bodies and aonls. Wliat is woise, fiom 
being &mien-g<eDenJ they do not wear thedistinguuliing sign, 
but molest and annoy Christians by tlicu strict exaction oi' 

The king answered, — 

^Vs to the clothes of rlcws, it is right that they shouki be of 
the sanae de«criptiun ot\ lnih a? I have orderetl other men to 
wear, but Uiey may not wear silk, an«i arc only tO wear woul- 
len. And they are to wear the customary sign of a star, ac- 
oording to the form of the ordinanoet ^ the pit of the stomach. 

A singular coiujilaint was mudo against them at 
the Corted held the foUowiug year^-^ 

Tlio n.^pro5ontatives of the kinffdom laid before the king that 
Jew workmen, as cobl^lers, renovators, ete., travel the country 
in fearch of work, uud while the labourers are employed in the 
iields, thev are 'conneeted with their wives and daughters, 
which (added tlie Cortes), is highly injurioua to good morals 
and the Gatholie fiuth; and, in consequence, they demanded 
that Jew workmen should not be permitted to travel the 
oountry, but be confined to their Jewries, where those who 
requure their work will be Bare to find them. 

The kiug seusiUy answered — 

That it was for the oonyenienoe of the country people tbat 
be had permitted Jew workmen to offer theur sendees to the 
labourers, and that if those workmen committed any crime 
• they could be brought to justice. 

This proves that the poor Jews were artisans, and 
sought industriously to gain their livelihood. The 

higher classes were men of learning, and great repute 
in the sciences generally ; their physicians were held 
in the highest esteem, and rivalled in skill their 
medical brethren in Spun. 

' Chap, cxviii. 
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In the early part of his Teign, firom m expedition 
made hy Abraham de Beija and Joseph Zapatera to 

the Persian Gulf^ by the coast of the Red Sea, the king 
gaiiied such iafoimation as to induce him to expect 
that a passage to India by the western coast of AMca 
might be effected ; but his premature death prevented 
the accomplishment of his wish to discover it, in which 
his successor succeeded in 1497 by the aid of the 
intrepid Vasco de Gama. John charged the Hebrew 
physicians, B. Bodrigues and R. Josephi together 
with the geographer, Martin Belem, to form rules for 
taidng the altitude of the sun, and tables of its declin- 
ation, for his vassals who were making voyages on 
the coast of Africa. It was probably to tiiese two 
eminent physicians and cosmographers, together with 
the bibhop of Vizeu, that he referred the consideration 
of Columbus's project ibr the discovery of America, as 
he used to consult them on all matters of this descrip* 
tion. 

As early as in 1485, R. Eliezer and R. Tzorl)a in- 
troduced Hebrew printing into Portugal. i?'rom their 
press many valuable books were produced in 1491. 
Among other works a beautifal edition of the Penta- 
teucli, with the Targum pamplirase of Onkelos, and 
the commentary of Bashi in two volumes, quarto; it 
& ccNisidered by bibliographers to be the iinest speci- 
men of Hebrew t3rpography of the fifteenth century. 
It is extremely rare, as are most of the early editions of 
lle])rew books, probably the smallness of the editions 
in the beginning of that invaluable art, and the losses 
experienced in the frequent emigrations^ have been the 
causes of their scarcity. 

The Jews had seized with avidity an art that 
uliurded the means of disseminating knowledge. The 
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printing pmies of the Jews were not confined to 

theological and religious books. Works of every 
descriptiun on jurisprudence, history, and medicine 
were printed from the nianuscripts that circulated 
among the Hebrew people in the bright age of their 
literature. Soon after the discovery of the art, 
Hebrew presses were established in many cities of 
Italy, among the earliest may be reckoned those of 
Plebisano, Mantua, Padua, Sonsino, Venice, Naples, 
Pesaro, Faro and Rimini; and from those cities they 
introduced printini^ at Thessalonica and Constan- 
tinople. Ten years earlier the Jews of Italy had 
been actively employed in disseminating their sacred 
books, bat they are so rare as to be accounted among 
the greatest curiosities of bibliographers. Learned 
Jews attended to the correction of the press, therefore 
the earliest editions of the sacred books of the He- 
brews, are for the most part correct, and offer import* 
ant instruction to establish the purity of the text of 
those books, having mostly been printed from ancient 
and esteemed manuscripts; so that not only biblio- 
graphers, but theologians also, seek those old editions 
which are regarded equal to manuscripts, their types 
are beautifuHy moulded, and are printed with fine 
black ink, having exceedingly wide margins. 

Black slaves being imported into Portugal from the 
coast of Africa, in 1490 Jews and Moors were pro- 
hibited buying them. 

When no alleviation to the cruel edict of Ferdinand 
and Isabelhi could be found, and the descendants of 
Israel prepared to quit the Spanish territory, numbers, 
as before stated, sought an asylum in Portugal, which 
had frequently ofiered a peaceable residence to the 
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Castilian Hebrew emigrants in the many persecutions 
they had suffered in that kinirdom. Two causes may 
liave led so many of the Spanish exiles to seek , an 
asylum in Portugal, and submit to the harsh terms 
imposed by John II., which according to Portuguese 
historians were; that^ 

All pei'sons, children at the breast excepted, were to pay 
eight crusudos, for which they were to receive certificates from 
the officers appointed for the purpo&e. Those who should be 
found not to have paid, and who were unprovided with certi- 
hcates, were to be slaves to the king. Under these conditions, 
they were permitted to remun dght months in the kingdooif 
within which period the king engaged to fuimah them vesteb 
on modeiate tenns, to oany them wherever they wished to go. 
Thoee who did not depart within the specified time were to 
become elavea. 

Armouren, smiths, and braaeiSy who would remain in the 
kuigdonii were only to pay Ibur cnisadoe each.* 

Under these conditions, 20,000 families^ some of 

ten and twelve persons, ai-e aaid to have entered 
the kingdom. 

Historiiuis, to palliate the conduct of thdr sove- 
reign, say that he then meditated an expedition 
against the Moorfl of Africa, and not being able to 
raise sulhcient money i'vum his subjects, he extorted 
this imposition from the unfortunate IsraeliteSi which 
at his death was found intact, as he could not execute 
his intended project/ 

The vicinity of the countries, and the siinilarity of 
language and customs, were inducementii that natu- 
rally would lead them to seek refuge there, in pre- 
ference to undertaking perilous voyages, and to find 

' Damiao dt Gam. * Garcia de Resende's Chro. 
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on their arrival, inhospitable shoTes; to which be 
added that innate principle in every civilised breast, 
love of one's native land; fondly hopiiig the stem 
decree might be repealed, and themselyes restored to 
the land of their birth, their homes, their fondest 
ties^ and the graves of ancestors of whom they might 
80 justly be proud. This made them Dnger on the 
Iberian soil of Luaitania; but, alas! their hopes were 
vain. The cruel mandate was irrevocable, the tyrants 
were inflexible, and even carried thdr hatred, ven* 
geance, and persecution, against the laiuifending 
descendants of Israel beyond their own dominions, as 
will be seen. 

The consideration in which the Hebrew people was 
held in that country, the privileges and tranquillity 
they had long enjoyed, offered some security and j)eace 
to the expatriated Spanish descendants of Judah. 

Although the schools of Portugal had not produced 
an Aben Ezra, or a Maimonides, they could boast of 
their Jachias, their Abarbanels, and many other 
learned men, whose names ^vlll be found in the pre- 
ceding pages, and who cast a lustre on the Hebrew 
name, and the literature of their age. 

But John, though favourable to the Jews of Por- 
tugal, was not so to the unfortunate Spanish exiles. 
Probably the great intiux was the cause of his exact- 
ing the peribrmance of the agreement under which 
they had been permitted to enter PorfcogaL Although 
the king had ordered that they should be diarged 
moderately for their passages and freights, the cap- 
tains and masters of vessels made them pay higher 
prices than they had agreed for. Besides ill-treating 
them, and taking advantage of their forlorn condition, 
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as they had no means for obtaining redress, they 
prolonged the voyages for the piiq>ose of selling pro- 
viaious and water to them at any price they chose 
to exact. They insulted them in the most brutal 
manner, and even ravished their wives and daughters, 
so that in quitting Spain, the miseries of the unibr- 
tunate exiles had not yet terminated. 

The Oastilian Jews, who from poverty or any other 
cause had not departed at the limited time, the king 
ordered should be taken for slaves, according to the 
terms of their entrance, and distributed them to who- 
ever asked for them. His inhumanity did not cease 
here. He tore their young children from them, and 
had them baptised. Being at the time desirous of 
peopling his newly discovered acquisition on the 
coast of Africa, the island of St. Thomas, he sent 
them to it, with the new governor, Alvarode Gomiuha, 
so that by being separated from their parents, and 
marrying people in the island, they might become 
good Christians. 

Fathers threw themselves at the feet of the king, 
^treating they might be sent with their children, 
which was cruelly denied them. A mother embradng 
her only child, and determined not to be separated from 
her infant, threw herself into the sea, and perished 
with it in her arms. 

On the accession of £manuel in 1495, the prospects 
of the unfortunate Spamsh Hebrews brightened, and 
seemed to promise a happier future. This prince 
being sensible they had not wilfully, but only from 
necessi^, remained in Portugal after the limited 
time, generously restored to their liberty those whom 
his predecessor had condemned to slavery. With a 
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gfKteMseDee for flQch extraordinary goodness, » treat- 
ment thev had Ion? been iinftccuRtomed to, thev offered 
the kiii^^ a large sum ot inoiiry, which he inagiiaui- 
mously refused, being resolved to gain tlu Ir alt'ectiou 
by kind treatment, and thereby gradually to allure 
them to the Christian faith. 

Hut their ho|Ki8 were soon blighted, for in a fow 
montiiii tliey were treat^l even worse, and suffered 
more, than when they quitted the Spanish dominions. 
The Portuguese Jews who had been among the first 
settlers of that kingdom, were doomed to suffer the 
snnio truublcs iliat awaited their Castilian brethren, 
without even a cause being assigned for it. The Catlio- 
lic sovereigns had given a reason, although false; but 
Emanuel drove from t<heir homes the unfortunate 
descendants of Israel, who had enlightened and been 
the ornaments of his kiiigilom, only because they would 
not abjure the religion of their forefathers, nor aban- 
don that law their ancestors had received from the 
£temal at Mount Sinai. 

The Academician Ribiero dos Santos, author of 
Memoirs of the Sacre<l Literature of the l^ortusruese 
Jews,'* acknowledges that the Christians of Portugal, 
in regard to learning, owe innumerable obligations to 
the Hebrews established in Portugal. 

Indeed (says he), we are chiefly indebted to tliem for the 
first knowledge of philosophy, botany, medicine, astronomy, and 
cosmography, as well m lor the rudiments of the gruniraar of 
the holy language, and nearly all the studies of biblical litera* 
turc. What contributed greatly to disBeminate the knowledge 
of tliese subjects, was the introducing, and the perfecting of 
Portuguese typography, particularly the Hebrew, which put us 
in a state to enter into competition with the more advanced 
nations of Italy and Germany. 
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The following account of the cruel and inhuman 

conduct of Emanuel is extracted from the works of 
the Historian of the time/ and the learned bishop 
Osorio/ 

As the Portuguese were anxious to see their sovereign mar- 
ried, they recommended an alliance with one of the daughters 
of Ferdinand, king of Castile; Emanuel consented, provided 
he could obtain the hand of the young and beautiful widow of 
Aiphonso, the son of Don John. The princess Isabella was 
weak, and animated with a false zeal; and although opposed to 
a second marriage, gave her consent, on condition that Emanuel 
should previously banish the Jews and Moors from his states. 
Ferdinand also wrote to the king and earnestly entreated him 
not to permit so perverse a people, who were under the displea* 
sure of God and the odium of mankind, to remain in his do* 
minions* Emanuel oonaidering it a snbject of the utmost deli- 
cacy and wordiy the greatest oonsideration, thereupon eonsulled 
liis council. 

Some of the councillors were of opinion, that they ought not 
to be driven away, since the pope himself permitted them to 
reside in the papal dominions. Induced by his example, . 
several Italian states, and many Christian princes, not only in 
Italy, but in Germany, Hungary, and other parts of Europe, 
had idso granted them the same lihorty, and permitted them to 
trade and carry on all kinds of business. Besides (said they), 
their banishment will never reclaim them, for wherever tbey 
go, they will carry their perverse dispositions; a change of 
country will not make any alteiatbn in the depravity of theb 
minds. If they should go over to Africa, as it is probable 
they would if driven from Portugal, all hopes of iheir conver* 
sion would be lost. While they have lived among Christians, 
many of them, influenced by friendship and example, have 
Liiil)ia( i d the Christian faith, which will never be the case 
when they come to minL^l ■ with blind and supei-stltious Maho- 
niedans. Moreover, it will be highly detrimental to the public 
benefit, if this people, who are extremely rich, should carry 

* DKtuiao de Goes. * Dc rebus Enuuiuclis. 
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their wealth to the Moon, uid ennoh our enemiee. They 
would he ahle to teach the Moors what U neoenary to oppose 
us, and imitnict them in the mechanical arts, in which they are 

very expirt, particularly in the manufacture of arms, from 
wliich great injury, trouble, and loss might accrue boUi to tlie 
pcoj>l(' and property of all ('hrist<mdoni. 

Those of a dlU'en iit opinion acknowledged that what had 
been said was true, but that it was not without reaj^oii that the 
Jews had been banished from Spain, France, England, Scot- 
land, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and many adjoining states^ 
from the whole of Flanders, Burgundy, and many places in 
Gennany. Those princes did not set a higher value on the 
increase of iheir revenues than Uie interests of religion. Th^ 
had pexoeived the dangerous oonsequenoes of allowing sudi 
a people to remain in their dominions, Ibr they were apt to 
impose thdr pernicious errors on the simple and vulgar. Diaty 
in fusty it would he highly imprudent to place confidence in 
men who were so inveterate against our religion, who were 
bound by no ties nor obligJitioiLs, but \n (udd be ready to sacrifice 
every thing to their interests, by prying into tlie secret*? oi' 
state, and giving intelligence to our enemies. It would be 
much more to the public benefit that they should be banished 
immediately, when they could only carry away the wealth they 
had scraped together In other countries; this (they said) would 
he more advisable than allowing them to remain longer, and 
then Bend them away after ihey had amassed oonsideiahle 
wealth, which they scrupled not to obtain by ihe most fisudu* 
lent means» As ihe latter opinion was more agreeable to tiie 
passion of £manuel, influenced by it, in December 1496, he 
issued a decree from Muja, ordering all Jews and Moors who 
would not embrace the Chris^n fiuth to quit his dominions. 
A day was fixed, after which all who remained in Portugal 
were to lose their liberty. Tliree months was the time allowed 
them. 

The time approached, when the Jews who would not Ix (ome 
Christians were to quit Portugal. All prepared with alacrity 
and firm resolution for their departuie. It caused Emanuel 
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great uneasiness, to think of 80 many thousand men leaving his 
kingdom, and being driven into banishment; and he was deeir- 
ous at least of converting their sons. For this purpose he 
devised a plan that in &ct was contrary to justice and equity, 
although the act was attended with the good consequences he 
wished. He ordered all the sons of Jews under fourteen years 
of age to he fordbly taken from their parents, that they might 
be instructed and initiated in the Christian &ith. This could 
not he executed without causing the most affecting and heart- 
rending scenes, h was a hon i l and wretched spectacle to see 
tender children torn from the arms and breasts of their dis- 
tressed mothers; fathers who fondlv held them in their embrace, 
dragged about to torce them from their arms. To hear the cries, 
fiighfl^ groans, lamentations, and female shrieks that filled the 
air, was dreadful. Some were so distracted, that they destroyed 
their children by casting them into wells; others, in fits of 
despair, made away with themselves. These wretched mortals 
were yet doomed to sufier fiirther calamity and misery. Those 
who were desirous of quitting a oountty where they had met 
suoh barbarous treatment were not permitted. The king was 
so determined on making converts of this people, that he 
resolved to induce them by rewards, or compel them by neces- 
sity to embrace Christianity. 

By the arrangement the king was to liavc provided vessels 
for the Jews, and to permit them freely to depart; but this he 
purposely delayed from time to time. Three portfl (Li^bun, 
Oporto, and Setubal), were at first assigned for their embarka- 
tion ; but it was subsequently ordered they should ouly embark 
at Lisbon. This obliged them from all parts of the country to 
repair to ibat capital, which became so crowded with them, 
that they irere like sheep in a pen. The motive for reducing 
the number of ports of embarkation by the inhuman and wily 
Emanuel was, that by compelling all to oome to Lisbon, the 
limited time would expire, numbers would be unable to leave, 
and thus ferfeit their j&eedom. Many, wearied by these hard- 
BWip8, became Christians. Some perhaps were sincere in their 
conversion, but iar more were only so in outwitrd appearance, 
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to render their existouce Icb^j puiuiul and iiksome- They were, 
however, baptised, aud initiated into tlie mysteries ul our holy 
religion. By this means tliey recovered their chililrcn, and 
were restored to their freedom. The king was extremely kind 
to theee^ and gave them great encouragement, tlmt many 
Jewi oontinued to live oomfomblj in tbo Portuguese doad- 
nions. 

Such was the mode used to bring about the oonveruon o£ 
tlus people; Imt it must be owned it wu unwuiwitftble. Will 
enj one pretend to niMntein tJiat it wee consiiteat witli the 
prindplee of justioe or religion, to fosoe perveiee and obftinale 
minds into the belief of things which in reality they desfused and 
rejected? Will any one pretend to take on himself to prevent 
the freedom of will, or put fetters on the understanding? This 
is imposjiihlo to be done, and ij5 directly opposed to the doctrine 
of Christ. He does not take plensnre in any thing that pro- 
ceeds from force or reslramt, and is pleased only with n volun- 
tary sucriiice that flows from the heart. He does not command 
violence to be offered to the minds of men, but that, by pei« 
suasion and mild treatment, they should be invited to the study 
of the true religion. Besides, what is more piesnmptaouSy 
than for a mortal to do what the Divine Spirit only can efieet? 
It slone is able to enlighten and purify the minds of men. 
Those it finds not altogether pervene and repugnant to its 
influence, it removes from darkness, and makes them see the 
tmths of Christianity. Is it not scandalons and di^racefbl, 
that religion sliould be so far prostituted, as to admit men of 
so much infidelity and dissimulation into her huly mysteries? 
That those who contemn the doctrine of Christ, should have 
such opportunities afforded them to exercise their impiety and 
ridicule? That religion should be violated and debased under 
a religious pretence? 

Yet there were some persons who highly applauded the 
conduct of Emanuel towards the Jews, especially as some 
religioos and learned men were of opinion that it was lawful, 
and had been done before by Christian prinoes. But iberei 
liever was, nor will there ever be wanting persons, who, to 
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innifimle thenuelves into the &wmu of their pinoe, willaooom- 
HKxkte thor aenlimeiits with his humoiin. Tim step of the 
king, although unjuBt in itself^ piodnoed, as we see daily, moat 
ezoelleni eflfects, for, noiwithirtaading many only put on a 
religious tnaak^ their sons, having forgotten the impiety of thdr 
&ther8, influenced by custom and example, now worship Christ 
most devoutly, and live according to his niles. Thus it 
that part of the Jews were removed by banishment, and part 
loat the name of Jews. 

But the Moors, who would not renounce the pernicious errors 
of Mahomcdanism, were allowed, immolested, to depart for 
Africa, lest if they had been injured, the Christians that lived 
in Asia and A&ioa should suffer for it. 

The foregoing leaves but little room for comment. 
The worthy and learned prelate acknowledges the 
injustice and iniquity of the conduct of Emanuel, 
although he attempts to palliate it by the effects 
produced. But his ideas of forcing man tochan^^ 
his religious belief, cannot fail to meet the nppn )})a- 
ti(m of every rellectiiig mind. Fear of retaliation 
induced the Portuguese monarch to show greater 
mercy towards the Moors than to the descendants 
of Israel. 

As to the assertion of some of the councillors, fearing 
tlie treachery of the Jews^ universal hisiory shews it 
was unfounded and untrue: for no- country in the 
world can piodtice a single instance of a Jew being a 
traitor, — their fidelity to their native country has 
ever been a most remarkable characteristic in their 
conduct-, as faithful and devoted subjects. As to 
getting wealth by fraudulent means, in the hisiory of 
Portugal they are not accused, aa in other coimtries, 
of usury, in :iiiy one instance. 

Usqu^ adds to the relation of Usorio, — 
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UmI oo thft dnMwp bti]i|f tulDoi fironi thcur pttrentBy nmiy 
fine pronuns wm auMle to induce thfiiii Toltrntarily to beoome 
ChrisiMuis, but tliejr wm fiim and leftued; wbmupou thej * 
wen dragged ly ike legs and amis to the cbuioheB, where 
water was thrown on them. After this they were sent back 
to their afflicted parents, who snstuned a miserable ezistenoe, 
who were told they were now Christians, and would hate them 
unle«? thev did tlie same; but iWy would not submit. The 
king ordered thern to l>e <l<"prived of focMl and drink. At 
the end of t)in»e days, finding they would ratlier die than 
abandon their iaith, they were dmgged by the hair and beard^s, 
with blows and wounds, to the churclie.«, wliere water was 
sprinkled on them. Those who were thus baptised had Chna- 
tian names given to them, and were given in charge to old 
Christians, to watch that they observed Catholicism and kept 
to the fiuth. A fiith«r who had thus been taken with his six 
children, by leamed reasoning recommended them to die, 
rather than lenounoe their religion ; they were all murdered. 
Some, sooner than abandon the religion of their fithers, thsaw 
themselves into wells, or from thdr windows. Their corpses 
were taken up and burnt, to inspire their surviving frieuds and 
relatives with lear and dread7 

A wretched mother, whom six children had 
been takei, cast herself before the king's carriage, 

and entreated that the youngest might be restored to 
her, to console her for the loss of the others. The 
king, inhumanly smiling at her distress^ ordered her 
to be taken away, while his attendant courtiers ridi- 
culed her inatomal aflfliclaon. The people were not 
us unfeeling or inhuuuiu as their sovereign : many of 
them secreted the children of the unfortunate Israel* 
ites for their wretched parents. 

Many yielding to necessity received baptism, solely 
to preserve their lives, for it will be seen numbers of 
those dissembling Catholies ordy waited the pppor- 

' ConmUsmo. 
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tnnity of escaping from the fiings of these ferodous 

monsters. Learning the deplorable state in which 
the holy office held the coTu^erts in Spahi, they stipu- 
lated that for twenty years the Inquisition should not 
be introduced into Portugal, and after its establish- 
ment, that the accused should be informed who were 
the witnesses against them, and in case of condemna- 
tion their property should not be taken from their 
iamiiies. 

These were but feeble guarantees which the Jews 
asked against the tyranny of inquisitors; but it shews 

the oiiious reputation they had acquired in a few 
years. Emanuel acceded to the demand. 

The expulsion of so many useful subjects, which 
took place at a tame when the expeditions and mari- 
time conquests took away so many thousands of Portu- 
guese from the peninsula, and the establishment of 
imiuinerable convents, hastened the decline of the 
population of the kingdoms. ^ 

The blind policy of Spain and Portugal in expelling 
this industrious and commercial people prevented 
their reaping the rich harvests their discoveries in the 
east and west would otherwise have afforded them, 
by which they might have preserved that ascendancy 
they held at the commencement of the sixteendi 
century. 

• Monteirn Iruj. do Portupnl. 

' Mem. para a tiist. de Agricul. em Portugal. 
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Ike Ej-iUs protected b^f tke Papal See — The Senate 
ef VeKke wieemm Aem. — FrivUegee granted them at 
Legkom^ amd &Aer Italian SMee. Hermsm of 

E<th(T Cohen, — Solomon Roph6 — In the Barhary 
Shite.<^ raised to the Highest Ojffices. — J^gypt- — 
Morocco. — Heroism of Alvarensi, — Noble conduct of , 
tke Jews A> tke F&rtugueaeFrisonere. — PaHiament of 
Paris — Set^ at Bourdetntte and Bayonne, — Depu- 
tatiim to Charles V. — Independence of Holland — 
The Jews protected there — at Hamburg — in South 
America and the West Indies — the North of Europe 
— England — Sir Moses Moniefiorej Baronet of the 
United Kingdom — employed and ennobled by Spain 
oiid Portugal. — An Article of tlie Treaty of Utrecht. 

Xa£ cruelties sutibred by the unfortunate Hebrews in 
these two hanishments, induced those who wexe nol 
nominally, but in reality Christian states, to afibrd an 
asylum to the expatriated Spanish and Portuguese 
refugees. 

Besides the Jews who had resided in Italy from 
time immemoriali the many emigrations from Spain 
had vastly increased the Jewish population in the 

south of Europe, and they had held the highest situa- 
tions, not only in the palaces of the lay princes, but 
also in the households of popes. In proof of this 
assertion, in 1414| the republic of !Plorence sent a 
Jew banker, named Yalori, to Milan, with a complaint 
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to the Duke Visconti, against the act of the lord of 
Forli, who, at his death, had appointed the duke 
administrator of his estates. The duke refused to 
receive a Jew as ambassador, and referred him to his 
secretary. Florence considered itself insulted by the 
affront offered to its envoy, and dechu'i d war against 
Visconti.' Asa proof of the ignorance of Ciiristianity 
of the bigoted Spanish and Portuguese sovereigns, 
Rome opened its gates to the banished Israelites, and 
Alexander VI., who probably laughed at their intern* 
peratc zeal, kindly received the exiled Hebrews, and 
afforded them his protection. Zurita relates, " that 
tiie Jews of Rome, fearing the competition of the 
exiles, exerted themselves to prevent their establiah- 
lueiit in that capilal, and even offered a thousand 
pfteoes of gold to the pope to prohibit it.** But the 
more humane and politic pontiff threatened to banish 
them, unless they received and assisted thdr oo-rdi- 
gionists. When the well-known liberality and com- 
passion ever shewn by the Jews to their indigent and 
distressed brethren are considered, the veracity of this 
historian on this point may be justly doubted, and a 
Spaniard of that bigoted age, may be excused for 
vilifying the Hebrew people. After the persecution 
the new Christians suffered in Portugal, Clement VII. 
invited them to settle in the papal states, and offered 
the Jews that had forcibly been baptized, to come and 
live in his dominions as they pleased, without enquiry 
being made how they had lived in Portugal. His snc- 
cesHora, findiujg the benefit of this policy, continued to 
follow it. Nearly 20,000 repaired to the States of the 
Church, and by theur commam and industry Ancona 
became a flourishing commercial port. The family of 

* Daru Hilt, de Venite. 
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Corcos was highly esteemed by the noble families of 
Rome, and had great influence at court. But when 
the king and cardinal of Portugal found that many of 
the new Christians pr^)ared to go there, in 1524 they 
made it death and confiscation of property for any 
to attempt to depart the kingdom. 

The senate of Yenicey which, in its deliberations, 
ma ever most prudent and cautious,. reprobated the 
conduct of these sovereigns, in thus banishing from 
their dominions without any cause, people who were 
publicly and privately so beneficial to the state. The 
emigrants were welcomed in all the Venetian states, 
and were so powerfully protected at Florence, that it 
was commonly said, a person might as soon insult the 
grand duke as a Jew. Two Jews had permission 
granted them in the latter part of the 14th century, 
to establish a bank to lend money at interest. The 
emigrants were employed by the senate in various 
aiiairs of state. Don Isaac Abarbanel negociated 
for it the spice treaty with Portugal; and Daniel 
Bodrigues was sent in 1589 to appease the troubles 
in Dalmatia, which he successfully effected, 

Leghorn had just been founded by the Medici ; its 
situation promised to render it an important com- 
mercial place. A quarter was assigned to the Spanish 
and Portuguese emigrants; they were received more 
as colonists, than as tolerated foreigners. It was in 
reality a Jewish colony, which has prospered and 
lasted longer than any of their establishments in the 
south of Europe; for it is yet in the most flourishing 
and solid condition. Whether misfortunes had ren- 
dered the exiles prudent, or that the colonists, ad- 
mitted by the Medici, were naturally the friends of 
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order and justice, and provided with means for main- 
taining a rising establishment, it is certain they pro- 
ceeded with great wisdom in the foandation of tiieir 
colony, which secured them the favor of the grand 
duke. They formed a constitution where theocracy 
does not f!;overn; a proof that it was merchants, and 
not rabbis, that founded the Jewish community at 
Leghorn. The exiles modelled their government on 
the Italian republics; they placed it in an aristo- 
cratical body, a senate of sixty persons, wiio elected 
from themselves an administration of five members, 
part of which were chosen every six months; but 
they were only elected on the approval of the grand 
duke, to whom a list of candidates was submitted. 
This senate judged the suits of the community, and 
could even inflict corporal punishment, and banish 
culprits from Leghorn. The Spanish language is yet 
preserved in congre«;ational matters, and even in their 
daily transactions; the Mosaic worship is performed 
with great splendour. The cunununity possesses a 
considerable income, which, together with some im- 
posts, serves to support the synagogue, schools, and 
hospital. Medicme and surgery are studied and prac- 
tised as t'uriiierly by many Israelites, both nicrchants 
and rabbis. The former, by their commercial specu- 
lationa, especially with Africa, have made immense 
fortunes; the wealth of the Ghetto (the Jewry) of 
Leghorn has so increased, that the 10,000 inhalntants 
of that obscure and dirty quarter, are owners of a 
large part of the city, and the surrounding country. 
They are likewise bankers and brokers. The invasion 
of the French during the revolution, placed them on 
an equality with other citizens, since which, the 
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senate no longer exercises judu inl j>ower except in 
religious matters, and has been reduced to forty. 

It has beeD before stated, that a number of the 
emigrants had repaired to Naples, where they soon 
amalgamated with the Neapolitan Jews. Owing to 
their security and ease of life under the fine Farthe- 
nopian sky, they began to signalise themselves in 
literatmre. The invasion of Charles Y III. of France 
destroyed their happiness, and exposed them to new 
persecutions. The major part fled ; those that remained, 
panic struck, seemed inclined to embrace Christianity 
to save their property and liberty. But as soon as 
the danger was over, they forgot their baptism and 
profession of faith, and returned to Judaism; or at 
least ceased to practise the Catholic worship. When, 
in 1504, Gonzalve de Cordova, took Naples for the 
king of Spain, to appear consistent, as the Jews had 
been banished from the Spanish dominions, the ques- 
tion of expelling the Jews was mooted. But the 
Great Captain, as Gonzalve is styled, considered it 
would be a great detriment to the state, if thqr retired 
to Venice; he preferred prosecuting them as bad 
Christians, to expelling them as Jews. In consequence, 
instead of promulgating an edict of banishment, he 
wished to introduce the Inquisition. But other a&ira 
occupied the government in this recent conquest^ so 
difficult to maintain. At length, in 1510, the attempt 
was made to introduce the tribunal of the Inquisition. 
When the people saw that it was intended to impose on 
the conquered nation an ecclesiastical authoril^, which 
had shed torrents of blood and diffused mourning 
throughout Spain, a general insurrection took place. 
The Spanish government found it most prudent to 
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yield f but, in promising the Neapolitans not to intro- 
duce the Inquisition, it avenged itself for this conces- 
sion, on the Je^vs, who were all banished the kingdom^ 
and obliged to retire to other Italian states. 

The duke of Ferrara admitted the Portuguese 
exiles to reside in his capital and states, and granted 
them the same privileges as the other Italian princes ; 
but the great influx of Jews and new Christians, 
induced him to renew an old kw^ tliat they should 
wear a small yellow circle on the breast In 1551| 
he was obliged to enact a law again enUng the un- 
fortunate Israelites, in consequence of the plague 
which had been brought by some Swiss and Germans; 
but as some of the expatriated Hebrews had arrived 
from the Grisons, the people exclaimed they had 
spread the contagion, although they were equally suf- 
fering, so that many found thv utmost dilHculty to 
drag themselves to the vessels that were to take them 
away. Some fell into the hands of pirates; others, 
repulsed, from the fear of infection, from the ports 
of the Adriatic, were charitably received by their 
brethren in Pesaro. At the intercession of Emanuel 
iiichacho, a noble emigrant, from Portugal, the duke 
of Urlono granted them his protection. One night» 
in 1553, a mob secretly entered their synagogue, md 
destroyed everything they found in it, as well as in 
ariother synagogue belonging to the Italian Jews. 
Tlie duke had only signed this decree of banishment 
to quiet his riotous subjects. They soon returned to 
Ferrara; for the ftuned edition of the Ferrara Bible 
bears the date of 1553; and, in the same VLiir, R. 
Samuel I s(jue printed in that city. As Consalmiams 
09 iriOuiaqaens de Yarael^ which gives the most im» 

z 
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putud aeeoont of the Tuioos penecations the Jewe 
suflfered from the eeilieet period mitil hie tune* It is 

a most curious work, written in the Portuguese lan- 
guiige uf that aire. He oftt-n U nlers on the poetic, 
as may he seen by hi& description oi the Inquiaition. 
The work ie extremely aeero. 

A mmiber lepehed to Bologna, where they weFe 
m much esteemed, that, when in 1529, the Emperor 
Charles V. \vi>]ic<i lo banisli thriu trom it, tbe nobles 
interlered, and di&suaded him; hut, in 1534, he 
beniflbed them from Sicily* 

Many went to Cremona, where renowned Jewish 
academies flourished. They possessed a most valuable 
library ol Hebrew works. In 1559, the Inquisition 
of Kome resolved on its destruction, and despatched 
Sextus of Sienna for the purpoee. The fanatical Do- 
minican proved himsdf a fit envoy for such a missioii ; 
he condemned 12,000 volumes to the flames, and, had 
he nui been restrained by the more enlightened Italian 
princes, would not have left a single Hebrew book; 
for, he regrets, ^^that the avarice and weakness of 
princes permitted them to retain Talmudical works.'* 

The duke of Modena also granted them the privi- 
lege of having judges of their own people. At Mantua| 
Padua, Verona, Ragusa, and every other city and in- 
dependent state, they were kindly reoeiired. 

Before quitting Italy, the following historical hct 
deserves to be recorded. When Andrew Doria ravaged 
Sicily and the Morea, he made many Jews prisoners, 
who were redeemed by their bretluren in Italy. In 
every congr^tion, funds were appropriated for the 
redemption of captives. Among the prisoners made 
at Ooron, was Jacob Cohen and Iiiswife, Esther. The. 
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captain of the galley on which she was on board, 

became enamoured of her. Finding that her tears and 
entreaties did not divert him from his wicked purpose, 
she begged him to grant her a little dday, and she 
would submit to his wishes. The tyrant, quieted 
thereby, desisted; in the meanwhile the virtuous and 
afflicted wife mounted to a part of the galley suited to 
her purpose, tied her dotlies to her feet, and threw 
herself into the sea; sacrificing her life to preserve 
her honour and diastity.^ 

Many joiaed their brethren in Turkey, where the 
Spanish exiles had been kindly received. The free 
and undisturbed practice of their religion was per- 
mitted, and many privileges granted to them. R. 
Joseph Peso, a disciple of R. Isaac Aboab, opened 
a college at Constantinople, which produced many 
learned men. Selim I. appointed Joseph Amon, a 
native of Andalusia, to be his chief physician. His 
son, Moses Amon, who, by order of the sultan, had 
tran slated the Hebrew ritual into the Turkish lan- 
guage, occupied the same post under Solyman, his 
successor. From his influence, he saved the Jews 
from being massacred in that capital under the fol* 

lowing circumstance : — 

A virtuous married Turkish woman having been 
much importuned and persecuted by a Turk, she in- 
formed her husband, who advised her to give him a 
rendezvous. Lying in wait for the intended adulterer, 
he assassinated him, and to avoid discovery threw 
the corpse into the Jews* quarter. The populace rose 
against them, and fiedse testimony being adduced to 
the bashaws, they had a number imprisoned | when 
the physician requested the sultan to have a rigid 

' Noiuologia. 
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enquiry made into tha affair, by which the whole was 
diacovered.' 

Shortly after, Solymaii granted tiiem pennisBion to 
eatabliah a printing-presB at Constantinople, whkh 

wa.s of creat advantage to the nation ; for copies of the 
law which iuia become scarce were now univers?\lly 
circulated, and people applied more earnestly to its 
stndy. The Muftis were opposed to this granti fear- 
ing the Alcoran might be printed ; but their opposition 
could have had little or no effect, for Zacut, in 15GG, 
there pubiis^hed the first edition (the only correct 
one)f which is now very scarce, of his Juchaain/* 
the Book of Genealogies. Suocessive sultans conti- 
nued their protection, and employed them and their 

desce ndants in vari^'ns Ikhh )i ;ihle posts. After the 
battle of Lepanto, Sclim Ji. sent bolomou liophe to 
conclude and negotiate a treaty of peace with the 
republic of Venice. 

Numbers repaired to the Barbary states of Algiers, 
Tunis, and Tripoli, whore many of their brethren 
had long resided. The Deys employed and still con- 
tinue their descendants in the highest offices of state, 
as secretaries, treasurers, and envoys to foreign powers ; 
although in general disliked by the people, the pro- 
tection tilt'}' received from the government secured 
them from the persecutions the Israelites suffered in 
£urope ; they were only molested in the various revo- 
lutions that so frequently happened in those piratical 
states. On those occasions they were unmercifully 
plundered. When Tunis, in 1535, was taken by 
Charles ^^, the Jews were made prisoners, and one 
hundred and fifty captives were redeemed by the 
congregations of Naples and Venice. 

* Consul, de Israel. 
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' At Salonica, where many of the exiled European 
Jews repaired, they established a famous college, which 
had as many as live thousand students. Tlie poor 
were maintained, clothed, had salaries allowed them, 
and qualified instructors provided. They also had 
other academies, and thirty-six synagogues, all of 
which, with a valuable library, were destroyed in 
1545, by an accidental fire. 

Numbers went to Saphet, where they enjoyed many 
privileges. A college of higli repute had long existed 
there; and the famed R. iMoses, of Cordova, is con- 
sidered to have been among its first founders. 

Egypt also offered an asylum from persecution, to 
the descendants of Israel. They were numerous in 
that country, and possessed great privileges ; and most 
were merchants who carried on an immense trade; 
for the frequent emigrations from Spain had greatly 
increased the Jewish population of Egypt. E. Samuel 
Serralyo removed his college to Cairo. In 1524, 
Achmed, the governor, revolted against the sultan, 
and the lawless soldiery began to plunder the houses 
of the Jews. Achmed, determined to enrich himself, 
at once taxed them two hundred talents. They repre- 
sented their inability to pay so large an amount, but 
carried fifteen talents to his treasury. Achmed, en* 
raged, ordered ail who had not paid to be imprisoned. 
While one of his officers was executing his order, a 
conspiracy broke out, and Achmed was obliged to flee; 
but being overtaken by Ibrahim and put to death, 
peace was restored to Cairo, and the Jews escaped this 
danger. 

Many retired to Morocco. K. Joseph Uziel and R. 
Shemtob re^opeued their colleges at Fez, where the 
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Portuguese refngees were lundly received by their 

brethren and the eini)eror. They were allt)wed to 
have their own judges; twelve of the moat eminent 
aages were choeen, three officiated weekly; and od 
important caaes all asBembled, and the governor waa 
boand to have their sentences executed. They were 
j>o imich ix':ipected, that for many years the family 
of Kutc-s were Xeques or governors of Fez aod 
Tamdante. 

At tiiis period the throne of Fes was oocnpied hj 

the Merinos, the Xeriff^ rose against them, and plmi'* 

dered the kinj^dom. Samurl Aharensi, a Spanish 
emigrant, wan a great favourite with the reigning 
sovereign. The Xeriffib laid siege to Oeuta, then 
occupied by the Portuguese troops of Emanuel. Alva* 
rensi, in gratitude to the monarch from whom he 
had received so much kiiidneiisj, risked his life, property, 
and all he possessedi to serve against the enemies of 
his sovereign. Providing some vessds, he joined 
some officers of the Merin^ who appointed him th^r 
commander, and embarked with about four hundred 
men. They landed at Ceuta, and at night, with that 
small force, attacked the besieging army of the Xerifi^ 
amounting to thirty thousand men, and completely 
defeated them, so that the next day they raised the 
siege.' K. Judah Aboab transferred his college to 
Alca9arquiver, a place renowned in In* story lor the 
defeat and death of Dom Sebssdan, in 1678, when the 
flower of the Portuguese nobility were slain or made 
prisoners. From thence they were taken to Fez, where, 
in tlic market-places, they were sold by public auction 
for slaves, and considered themselves fortunate when 
purchased by the descendants of those whom their 

* Nonologi*. 
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^cestors had so cruelly persecuted. They permitted 
many to return to Portugal, depending on their promise 
to repay the sums they had advanced to redeem them, 
which they I'ul tilled, and sent many valuable pre- 
sents in return for the kindness they had received/ 
Such was the revenge the Portuguese Jews took for 
the wrongs they had suffered. They eijoyed great 
favour at court, and the emperor mtrusted the most 
important offices to them, and frequently sent them 
as ambassadors and envoys to foreign states. Great 
numbers were employed in the iron works on the 
mountuns of Morocco, in building, and many labori- 
ous works, which the indolent habits of the Moors 
rendered them averse to; and many were industrious 
agriculturists. They were governed by their o^vn 
judges^ who exercised an arbitrary power, and kept 
the lower classes, who were extremely ignorant except 
of the outward forms of Judaism, in the most abject 
state ; and although there were many Jews in Morocco 
of high attainments, they required the polish of 
European civilization to procure for them that con- 
sideration thdr learning might otherwise have entitled 
them to. The want of printing in Morocco probably 
hides ironi us many valuable treasures; therefore the 
Jews of that country should not be judged by the 
few we see from it. 

1 he parliament of Paris reprobated in severe terms 
the inhuman conduct of the Castilian and Portuguese 
monarvhs, which probably induced Henry II. (as the 
Jews were not then tolerated in France), to invite 
some Jews from Mantua to settle in that kingdom; 
and in looO, by letters patent, he granted them pro- 
tection, and various privileges, which led a number 

* Cardoso Eioel do loo Hob ro o o , 
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of Portuguese emigraute to establish themselves at 
Bourdeanx and Bayonne^ where to the present day * 
their descendants cany on the trade and oommeroe 

of their ancestors, and enjoy every right as Fi^ench 
subjects. 

On the aocesuon of Charles V. to the throne of 
Spain, in 1519, some of the mncere Jews and pre- 
tended converts made a last effort to return to the 

Iberian Peuiiisula. They deputed some of the most 
considerable of their people to him in Flanders, to 
represent that they groaned under the yoke of a 
religion which they had been forced to embrace, and 
were (lail)' exposed to the merciless tribunal of the 
Inquisition, — that they carried on with honour nearly 
the whole ( oinmerce of the nation, and were the most 
useful, and perhaps the most Cedthful suljects of the 
kingdom, — .on which account they trusted in his 
justice and goodness that he would grant them the 
free exercise of their religiou, and engaged on that 
condition, to give him all the assistance they could, 
and in return for his kindness, would make him a 
present of 800,000 crowns in gold. The deputation 
met with a very gracious reception from that niun arch, 
and the council of Flanders was likewise of opiniou 
that he ought to accept their offer, and grant their 
request; but Cardinal Ximenes, who by the death of 
Deza had become inquisitor-general, no sooner heard 
of this resolution, than he despatched a courier express, 
to inform Charles that it was not lawful to make a 
traffic of religion, and to barter the blood of Christ 
for gold ; that the Inquisition had been instituted for 
very good and wise purposes; that he ought there- 
fore to follow the example of Kiog Ferdinand the 
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Catholic, who in las greatest need, had rctiised 600,000 
crowns which those veiy Jews had offered him for 
the liberty of continumg peaceably in his dominions. 
What other advice could be expected from an inqui- 
sitor-geDeral, who was enriching himself with the 
spoil of his victims? Charles yielded to it, and their 
request was refused. Many from Portugal had sought 
refuge in the Low Countries; but in 1532, Charles 
fi>rbade them remaining, unless they had been resi- 
dents there for six years. No favour was shewn to 
the Portuguese converts. They were also included 
in the proscnption, being undoubtedly considered 
better Jews than Christians. 

Spanish tyranny and intolerance, at length forced 
Holland to declare its independence, and the Spanish 
and Portuguese Jews were gladly welcomed in the 
Seyen United Provinces. They brought large proper- 
ties with them; the States-General took them under 
their protection ; and Amsterdam became in a manner 
their head-(piartei's, as the Reformation offered them 
security from the persecutions of ignorant friars and 
fiendish Dominican monks. Most of the new Christ- 
ians that escaped the fangs of the merciless Inqui- 
sition repiilred to that city, where they could throw 
off their Catholic mask, openly proiess their Judaism, 
and freely exercise the religion of their fore&thers. 
At the liague also they have a handsome synagogue, 
and enjoy the greatest prosperity. They tive in the 
most sumptuous edifices, in the utmost luxury, and 
enjoy their wealth and grandeur, mthout exciting the 
jealousy, zeal, or envy of the populace. Their exten- 
sive commerce tended greatly to the prosperity of 
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and Antwerp ; and so careful 
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WW the govenuaent of protecting them, that in a 

treaty in 1G27 with Algiers, the vessels and trade of 
Israelites reaidiiig in the Nutherhiiids, by articles 2, 
12» 14, 15, and 19, are specially provided for, and pro- 
tected with the same piMegm as other autgecti q£ 
the Dutch notion, as prohably, without these 8tipulaii> 
lion?, the Alsrerine |/i rates nii^ht have vet considered 
them us bcionging to bpain and Purtugid. 

A lew years after they weie settled in HoUand, 
some went to Hambofgh, where they were permitted 
to build a synagogue, although the Catholics were not 
allowed to erect a church. 

The discovery of the New World opened a wide 
field for their commercial enterprise. Many of the 
New Christians from Portagal luwl emigrated to the 
Brazils, to live unmolested by the Inquisition. As 
soon as the I>utcli became masters of that rich and 
fertile country, a large number of Jews from Amster- 
dam repaired to the new conquest of Holland, and to 
their agricultural industry the Ahh6 Raynal attributes 
in u great measure its fertility. On their arrival, 
many of the Portuguese Brazilians threw off the 
Catholic disguise they had been forced to assume, and 
returned to the religion of their forefathers. When 
the Portuguese regained possession of the country, 
the emigrants from Amsterdam returned to Holland, 
accompanied by those who had abandoned a religion 
they had feigned to profess; and every facility for 
their departure was afforded them by the Portuguese 
authorities. The Jews, perceiving the commercial 
advantages the discoveries in America oliered, were 
anxious to return to the Western hemisphere. David 
Nassy, and other Poijiuguese Jews, who had returned 
to Hdland firom the Brazils, obtained a charter from 
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the Dutch West India Company, to establish a colony 
in the island of Cayenne, to which a number of Jews 
from Amsterdam^ Leghorn, and other places, repaired 
and flourished, until driven from it by the French 
under M. de la Barre. Many then retired to Suri- 
nam, where they were soon joined by a number from 
England, and obtained extraordinary privileges from 
the British government,* which gave great encourage* 
roent to settlers in its colonies. After the cession of 
Suriuuiu to the Dutch, all the privileges that had 
been granted to the Jews were confirmed; but the 
major part of those who had come from England 
quitted with the fleet under Captain Willoughby, and 
settled at Barbadoes and Jamaica. In the North 
American possessions of England, the Spanish and 
Portuguese Jews also settled. The earliest synagogues 
in the United States were founded by ^em; and 
Jews enjoy equal rights with other American citizens; 
and at the present day, an Israelite (David Levy 
YulfS), is a member of the Senate of the United 
States. 

Their abilities, commercial enterprise, and peace- 
able conduct soon attracted attention in the north 

of Europe. Christina, queen of Sweden, appuint-ed 
the Teixeiras her agents in Holland and Hamburgh; 
and the king of Denmark invited them to settle at 
Gluckstadt. 

During the Protectorate, they were invited to 
England by Mr. Secretary Thurlow. Manasseh !3en 
Israel came over from Amsterdam^ and proposed 
some conditions/ iduch^ although it does not appear 
by any official document, were probably consented to 
by Cromwell, as the third is — 

* A|>peodix, No. VU. * JewUb CaleodAr. 
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That we may have a place or cemetery out of the town to 

inter our dead witliout being troubled by any. 

Two months atter, tlicy leased the burial ground at 
Mile End for 999 years, which it cannot be supposed 
they would have done, unless they were assured of 
remaining unmolested. On the restoration, Charles 

11. continued to afford them his |irotect!on; aiul over- 
tures ior his nmrriage with Cuthanne of Braganza 
were made to General Monk by a Portuguese Jew. In 
this, and the following reign, upwards of one hundred 
Jews wei*e naturalized. Under the protection of the 
laws of the country, the Jewish population of the 
United Kingdom and her rnimerous colonies has greatly 
increased. Successive British sovereigns have con- 
tinued their favour. Our present gracious sovereign 
CT'eated Sir ^h)s^s ,\h)nteti()re, a baroiK t of the United 
luugdom, on liis return from Ms philanthropic journey 
in the winter of 1847, to Russia, to intercede with the 
Emperor in behalf of his co-reltgionists, and avert the 
misfortune that threatened them. Her Majesty had 
picviuusly conferred un him the distinguished honour 
of supporters to his arms, as she is pleased to say in 
the grant, as an especial mark of our royal fiftvor, to 
the said Sir Moses Montefiore, in commemoration of 
his unceasing exertions in behalf of his injured and 
persecuted brethren in the East, and the Jewish nation 
at large." 

Undaunted by the cold of a Russian winter, and 
the heat of an Egyptian summer, or the dreaded 

sirocco, his lady accompanied him in his philanthrc/pic 
expeditions to serve and rescue their fellow Israelites 
from danger. 

Sir I. L. Goldsmid, and Baron A. de Rothschild, 
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have also been created baronets of tbe United Kingdom.' 

To the unremitting exertions of David Salomons, 
Esq., arc the Jews of England indebted for their ad- 
mission to the highest municipal offices in the kingdom ; 
and he has deservedly been chosen an alderman of the 
city of London. The only disability the Jews are now 
uiidi^r ill Great Britain is, that they are not yet admitted 
by law to sit in parliament, although Baronel Lionel 
de Kothschild, at the last election, was chosen a mem- 
ber for the city of London, which was recognised by a 
majority of the House of Commons. 

Spain and Portu^jal made it death for a Jew to be 
ibund in their dominions, yet they employed the pre- 
tended Catholics in high offices; for Charles V. sent 
Jacob Casino on various embassies to the Barbary 
States, and appointed him as ambassador to the em- 
peror of Morocco; and the two intolerant Philips 
continued the family in that post for many years. 
Charles IL of Spain appointed £manuel Belmonte 
accredited agent for Spain to the United Provinces, 
and created him Baron de Belmonte, and Fr. Lopes 
Suasso, baron d'Avema, for the assistance these two 
Jews residing at Amsterdam had rendered the allies, 
by all of whom they were much esteemed. John IV. 
<^ Portugal appointed Gabriel Nunes da Costa, Portu- 
guese consul, agent, and resident at the Hague, iind 
honored him with letters patent of nobility, to all of 
which his son, Alexander, succeeded. This sovereign 
shewed his confidence in persons who were known to 
be Jews; for the cargo of produce destined to pay 
the dower of Catherine of Braganza, was entrusted 
to Diego da Silva. The descendants of the forced 
Portuguese converts were all employed in the most 
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liQMiinble poitik Aaloino Meodes irw tlie kiiig^s 
ph jMMm, and besdl profewo r of mwiiciiie at Coiiiilm. 

His talrnt^i wt-re ><^ hi/rhlv coiisidenxl. that an express 
waft mail lor liiin Co atteud Catherine ot l>ragaiiza, the 
queen of Charles 11^ ii( an attack of erjmpelas she 
auffered in Caattky en her joamcy to Portogal; and 
his hfolher, Andrea, was appomtsd her chamberUun. 
Thev, with their bruther, c-iune to luighmd, o|M}nly 
profe^sf f1 their Judaiam, and assumed their real name 
of Meodes da Costa. 

Yety althongfa the aorordgns of Spain employed 
and confernKl honours on Jews when their services 
were wanteil. a latent hatred continued in the breasts 
of Spanish monarchs, as if intolerance was an appen* 
dage and peculiarily of the Castilian ciown ; not only 
demonstrated by their att^idanoe at those rel^ous 
butcliories, tenned Autos da Fe, but by ilicir treaties 
with foreign powers. By Art. 10 of the treaty of 
Utrecht, in 1713, Gibraltar was ceded to Great 
Britain : one of the conditions is— 

And her Britannic Majesty, at the request of the Catholic 
king, consents and agrees, that on no account whatever shall 
Jews or Moors be permitted to reside, or have doiniciles, in 
the said city of Gibraltar ; and that no refuge nor shelter 
shall be allowed to any Mooriah Yesiei of war in the harbour of 
the asid town, whereby the communication between Spain and 
Ceuta msy be obstructed, or the coasts of Spain be infested by 
the exeunions of the Moors. But whereas, there are treaties 
of firiendship and freedom of commeroe existing between 
British subjects, and certain parts of the coast of Africa, it is 
always to be understood, that entnince cannot be refused to 
Moors, and their vessels, that come solely to trade. 

Notwithstanding Moorish vessels were admitted, 

and the Jews were allowed to establish themselves 
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there, who, by their commerce and industry soon ren> 
dered it a trading port of the utmost importance to 
British interests in the Mediterranean, representations 
were made by the court x)f Madrid in 1723, respect- 
ing the admiseion of Moorish vesaelB ; but nothing 
was said about the Jews, probably from the British 
government permitting Catholics the f ree exercise of 
their religion. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

New Christiam.—^Massacrea at Idaban. — John IIL — 
Inquisiiim established in Portugal* — Jew Physicians. 

— Anecdote of Francis I, — Learned Men — jlmatus 
Lusitamts — Solomon Malcho^ etc. 

HAYUiQ given in the preceding chapter an account of 
the dispersion of the banished Spanish and Portuguese 
Hebrews from their native land, I shall return to those 

who remained in those coimtries, under the denomi- 
nation of New Christians. 

Those of Spain were not murdered by the populace, 
but thousands were immolated by the infernal tribunal 
of the Inquisition, which, not to stain its hands with 
bl>KKl, condi Hiiied its victims to the flames. It was 
next to impossible to escape from those human, or 
rather inhuman blood-hounds, yet some who conti- 
nued their medical studies in the famed Spanish uni- 
versities, were so fortunate, as will be seen in the 
following pages. Llorente, who luid been secretary to 
it iu its latter days, in his Critical History of the 



Digitized by Google 



852 nW CHBI8TUNB lUflSACBBD AT LISBON. 

« 

InqiuKtloD/' in font yolimies, octavo^ relates horrors 
that ar8 uioonoeiYablc* 

Tn Portugal that merciless tribunal had not yet been esta- 
blished, when upwards of 2,000 of the forced converts wers 
mvidered and plundci t <l by the mob of Lisboiiy on fittBter Siift« 
day, the I9th April, 1506. 

In the moDMleiy of St. Domingo there wu a oelebtaled 
chapel oalled Jem* cfaapd: on the altar was a cniafix having 
a bit of ted glaaa to xepreaent the wound in the aide, the monks 
to delude the ignorant populace, caused a candle to cast its 
light through the glass, which they prodaimed to be a miracle. 
A New Christian, who perceived the imposture, and saw that 
the reflection of the light proceecled tVoiii the situation of the 
candle, incautiously made the remark, whereupon they dragged 
him by the hair from the church, killed him, and burnt hiscorpae^ 
While one monk was inveighing from the pulpit, two other Do- 
minicans sallied forth with crucifixes in their hands, exclaiming. 
Heresy I Heresy ! and ofleiing a hundred days' indulgence to 
eyery Christian who should kill a Jew or any one who conformed 
to Judaism. They soon collected a mob, which was increased 
by a number of Dutch and Danish sailors who landed from their 
vessels then lying in the Tagus. They slew and mangled their 
victims, casting many while yet living into the fires the negroes 
and vilest xabble had kindled at the church doors, to which 
they kept constantly adding fuel. On the Monday, the 
numbers of the mob were considerably augmented from the 
neighbouring villages, the mii6i!.ucrc and butchery of tliu Xew 
Christians were continued, their houses were broken open, 
Aviiolc families were mm dried, the merciless wretches dablicl 
out the brains of infants against the walls, pregnant women 
were thrown from the windows on the pikes of those below, 
women were violated and virgins ravished; such were the 
honors committed in the capital of Portugal on that day. One 
woman courageously diew from the belt of a monk a knife he 
carried, and when attempting to violate her, stabbed him to 
the heart On the Tuesday the scene of carnage was renewed % 
the mob were equally eager for blood and plunder, but were 
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nearly exhausted; many of their intended victims had escaped 
from the city, and were secreted and protected at the risk of 
their own lives hy (Christian friends. All who were discovered 
were murdered, many Christians only from resembling Jews 
were sacrificed, piivate animositifis eagerly seized the opportu- 
nity of wreaking yengeance. Sanctuaries were desecratedi and 
the poor suppliants were dragged from the crucifixes tbej 
embraced to be immolated with the others. Pltmder was 
not lost sight of; the sailors took the booty they had got on 
board their vesselsy weighed anchor, and sailed away from the 
port. Thus for three days Lisbon was completely in the hands 
of a lawless infuriated populace. Owing to the plague then 
raging, the court had removed to Abrantcs; and the magistrates, 
when they found they could not suppress the riot, abandoned 
the citv: they then returned with soldiers, and quelled the 
tujnult. Emanuel sent commissioners with orders to use tlie 
utmost severity; the monks who had instigated the riot were 
divested of their religions habits, strangled, and burnt. I'he 
magistrates who had not performed their duty, were heavily 
fined and depiiyed of office^ The title of Most Faithful 
City," was taken &om the metropolis, and it was divested of 
its deoorationa. Had he not been dissuaded by his council, the 
king would have demolished the church, and had all persons 
convicted of having been concerned in the outrage executed. 
But by an ancient law of Portugal, when fifty or more persons 
were concerned in any riot where loss of life occurred, the 
ringleaders only were responsible. He confirmed the agree- 
iiicnt ma le with the New Christians in 141^^7, and ordered that 
in liUurc uo distinction should be made between Old and Hqw 
Christians.^ 

John III. succeeded his &ther Emanuel in 1521. 
Shortly after his accession he wished to introduce the 

Inquisition in Portu^^al. The anonymous author of 
Authentic Memoirs of the Portuguese 1 acquisition/' 

' Chron. do Key MaiiucL 
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gives the following improbable account of its intro- 
duction. 

A Spaiiianl n:iim.<i Saavoilra, who had amassed great wealth 
by lorging iipor^tolical brietk, pretended to have been sent as 
& Legate from Home, and having set up a splendid equipage 
he was rceeivod in that quality by the archbishop of Seville^ 
and lodged in his palace. Arriving on the frontiers of Portugal, 
he despatched his secretary to the king to advise his coming, 
and transmitted several fictitious letters, as from the pope, the 
emperor, and other princes, requesting the king to &vottr ao 
piouB a design. John, giving implicit faith to such a messenger/ 
sent a nobleman of the highest rank to pay his compliments, 
"witli orders to accompany the pretended legate to the royal 
palacje, where he resided lur three inouths in great pump; 
during which time he took his measures so well, as to fix the 
liuly office in 1526 on a solid basis. Saavedra having effected 
this business took leave of (he king, and arriving on the SsojOr 
tiers of Castile, was discovered by a domestic of the Marquis 
of Villa Nova, who recognised him; upon wliic li he was seized 
and condemned to the galleys, from which Paul IV. afterwards 
procured his release. 

The writer in support of this extraordinary relation 
declares to have seen it in manuscript in the libraries 
of the marquis of Abrantes, of the count of Yimioso, 

and of cardiiuil Je Souza, and that the siory has bteii 
dramatised under the title of 0 /also Nuncio de 
Portugal " 

But a far more probable account is given by a re- 
nowned jurisconsult at Rome, as stated by Aboab 
in his Nomologia," 

On the death of Emanuel, his son, John III., succeeded to 
the throne. Instigated by others that his father's promises to the 

New Christians were of no value, as they did not live as they 
ought, and that his father could not grant them without the 



Digitized by Google 



1535.] ORIGIN OF TH£ PORTUGUESE INQUISITION. 355 

authority of the pope, ho (the king) wished to proceed 
against them, in the same manner as the Spaniards were then 
acting towards the Moon. He sent to Rome to obtain pcrmis- 
rion to cancel those engagements, which was not onTj refused, 
but his idea was reprobated; the piomiaeB of his Either were 
confinned, and a general pavdon proclaimed Sot all who had 
been imprisoned, and one thousand five hundred were restored 
to liberty. This was done bjr Clement VIL, and the whole 
conclave of cardinals. John repeated his request with so many 
repHcationB and triplications, that ultimately the pontiti granted 
it, although lie revoked it a few days after, declaring no such 
licence should ever be graated, as being contrary to reason and 
justice, and, to the great dissatisfaction of the king and lils 
brother the cardinal, })roclaimed a general amnesty for all who 
had been imprisoned, which were one thousand two hundred 
persons. Paul III. succeeded Clement, and they endeavoured to 
obtain from the new pontiff permission to establish the Inqui- 
sition, but holding the same opinion as his predecessor, that 
it was opposed to justice and reason, he would not grant it; he 
confirmed the promises made by Emanuel, and pardoned all 
ddinquents from the time compulsion had been used. 

John, hereupon, sent an ambassador to Rome expressly on 
iliuL ljusiness; but the pope would not grant pcrioission. John 
tlien resolved to ^^'ply to the Emperor Charles V., wlio in pas- 
sing tlinjugh Rome on his victoriouH return from Tunis, would 
be entitled to a triumph, when, as was customary, he might 
ask the pope for any favour he wished. John requested him 
to ask permission for the king of Portugal to establish the In* 
quisition in his kingdom. The emperor asked it; but the pope 
lepUed that he could not grant it, in consequence of the pro* 
mises made by Emanuel in 1497, at which time he was apostolic 
nuncio, when the Jews were forced to become Christians, and 
those promises were made. The emperor answered, Let the sin 
fidl on him and his son, and the apostolic see be free from it; 
whereupon the pope granted it. Charles had interested him* 
t^lt ill tins allair i'rom being brother-in-law to John, and they 
were, at the time, also in treaty £br an aiiiauce between their 
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children, \v)ncl\ \vi« aftorwnnls concluded. At the time 1 aul 
HI. ^.int« ■! it. he (kvref^i a general i^r l ^n for all who liad 
Uecn iiti|iri>L.>tK-i up i<> tliiit period^ &m\ that they ghould bu 
released. The king wuuM neither obey this pardon nor re- 
lease the priaoDer?, which the pontiff conflkiered ao ill-done, 
that he tent Moongnor Monti- rullciano, as nuncio, ezpiesBly 
on this rahjeci. Kerertbeleti the king would not obey, 
whercnpoii tlie anndo bad the petdon pot on the doors of the 
chnicheti penooallj opened the priaonBi and rekaaed one 
thooaMid eight hundred pexaooa. The New Christiana had 
engaged Duiute de Pas, a knight of St John's, to wateh over 
and frustrate the machinations of their enemies at Rome; He 
was highly csteeme<i by tlie jkijx', the cuniiiuila, and the whole 
court. While the emperor, with histroopi*, was in that capital, 
ten maak(\i men attacked Dc l*az one night, gave him a number 
of wouixls, and left him for dead. The person.s who fliscovered 
him in this state, carried him to the house of Philip Estozzi. 
As soon as Paul ilL heard of it, he had him fb| sat'cty con- 
veyed to the castle of St. Angelo, where he was niagnifioentiy 
entertained and attended hy the pope's physicians. 

The great reputation the Jew physicians of Spain 
enjoyed, will have been seen by R. Jacob Mantenu be- 
coming first physician to Pope Alexander VI., and 
Joseph Amon to Sultan Selim L Their acquaintance 
with all the medical writers of antiquity, whose works 
had been translated into Hebrew ur Arabic, procured 
for them this pre-eminence, enabling them to pro- 
secute their studies in languages they understood 
perfectly, and which many of the New Ghristiaiis 
continued to cultivate. 

Printing, yet in its infancy, had not then dis- 
seminated knowledge sufdciently to enable other stu- 
dents of the £sculapian art to acquire that celebrity 
so many have since so deservedly attdned. That 
Jews were at this period considered ainongst the best 
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physicians, is further exemplified by the following 
anecdote of Francis I., recorded by Huarte.* 

Francis de Valais, king of France, suffering a long illneesi 
and finding ihat all the physiciaas of his household and court 
could not cure him, whenever the fever increased, he said 
Christians did not understand how to cure, and that he never 

expected to be cured by them. Once, in despair at the con- 
tinuance of the malady, he sent a courier to the Emperor 
Charles V., requesting liim to send the host Jew physician he 
had in his capiuii, who, he understood, could cure his disease. 
The request was heartily laughed at in I^ladrid, and every one 
considered it to be the wanderings of a person under a fever; 
yet the emperor ordered one to be sought, even out of the 
kmgdom, but not finding one» he sent a physician who was 
a New Christian, thinking that would fiilfil the Hug's wish. 
On the arrival of the physician in France, and being intro- 
duced to the king, a curious oonvenataon took place between 
them, by which, discovering that he was a Christian, the king 
would not be cured by him. 

The king, under the idea that the physician was a Jew, in 
conversation asked hira if he was not tired of waiting for the 
M^iah promised in the law ? 

Physician.-^ Sire, 1 do not expect the Messiah promised by 
the Jewish law. 

King. — You are veiy discreet thereon, for the signs given 
in Holy Scripture to know his conung, have long since been 
fulfilled. 

Phjrician. — We Christians have reckoned the time cor* 

rectly: it is now 1542 years; he was 33 years in the world, 
and then died on the cross; on the third day he rose and 
amended to heaven, where he now is. 

King. — Then you are a Christian? 

Physician. — Yes, Sire, by the grace of (xod* 

King. — Then in a good hour return to your country ; for 
I have Christian physicians enough in my household and court; 
I want a Jew, for in my opinion they possess the natural ability 
of curing, 

* Ksaiiieo iogeuion. 
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The king detpttched him withoat speaking to liim about 
bis diBordor, or permitting bim to feel bis poise. He ihen 
sent 10 Constantinople for a Jew, wbo oured bim with aas^s 
milk. 

But the New GhriBtiaiis did not cooMe themselves 
to the Btody of medicine; eveiy other branch of 
Bcience and literature was cultivated by them. The 

ft ill owing list will shew that Spain and Portugal con- 
tinued to produce among the descendants of Israel, 
men of iirst-rate talents; and that, notwithstanding 
the Inquisition, Judaism continued secretly to be 
practised, and Hebrew learning taught and inculcated 
in succeeding generatious. 

Alpuonbo de Aloala — bom in 1465, at Alcala la Beal, 
was a profound Hebrew, Greek, and Latin scholar; graduated 
as doctor of medicine at the University of Salamanca, where 
he practised. He abjured Judaism in 1492, when be applied 
himself to the study of theology. 

Paulo Coronkl — a native ui Segovia, born in 1480, was 
a celebrated talinudist, and deeply versed in Hebrew, Latin, 
Greek, and the Oriental languages. After his baptism, in 1492, 
he studied theology, and was appointed professor of it at the 
University of Salamanca. 

Alphonro be Zamora — where he was bom in 1480, 

also bccaiuo a convert from Judaism in 1492. From hia 
profound knowledge of Hebrew, Chaldee, and Greek, Cardinal 
Ximencs employed him with the two preceding, to translate 
the Hebrew Bible into Latin, for the famed Pohjglotta Bihlia 
Compluteme; and by desire of Don iUphonso de Fonseca, 
archbishop of Toledo, he wrote a Hebrew grammar for the 
instruction of Spaniards. 

R. Joseph Garo — was bom in Castile previous to 1492. 
At the expulmon he was carried by his parents to Saphet, 
where he became chief of its famed college. He wrote under 

the title of " The House of Joseph," a commentary on the 
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" Four Orders" of R. Jacob ben Asher, whicli he afterwards 

abridged under the title of " Shulchan Anich, the prepared 
lubie," which is followed by the Jews to this day as the best 
digest ot Jewish laws and customs. He also commented on 
"The Powerful Hand" of Maimonides; he wrote rules for the 
study of the Talmud and Guemara* and an exposition of the 
Pentateuch. 

B* Samuel de Medtwa — was a contemporary of the pre- 
ceding, born at Mtdiiui del Campo. He was a philosopher, 
jurist, and teacher of repute: he became head of the college 
of Salonica. He has left a volume of sermons, and another 
of answers to legal questions. 

B. Jacob Judar Abix — a native of Leon, retired to 
Middleburgh in Hdland. To gain a more perfect idea of tlie 

temple of Solomon, he made a wooden model of it, from 
the plans described by Jewish authori?, and then published a 
description of it in French, which he afterwards augmented, 
and translated intu Hebrew, under the title of ** The Figure 
of the Temple;" to which he added a description of the Ta- 
bernacle, and a treati^o on the Ark and Cherubim; he also 
wrote a commentazy on Psalms. 

B. M0SB8 DB CoBDOVA —bom at that place in 1508, and 

afterwards went to Saphet. He was a philosopher, jurist, and 

profound cabalist, on wliicli science he wrote a number of 
works, and various expositions on the prayers. 

B. Aabok Abiah — a moral philosopher and metaphymdan 
of high repute. He wrote in Spaniah a work entitled ^ Opimona 
on the Soul,*' taken ftom tiie most eminent philosophioal 
writers, and quotes those of upwards of twenty of the most 
rraowned philosophers of antiquity. 

B. JuDAH BEN BiLHAM — a native of Toledo, was a gram- 
marian and talmudist. He wrote a work on the accents of 
the Holy Schptuzes. 

Amatus Lusitakus— bom at Oastelbranoo, in Portugal. 
He professed Chriitiaiiity under the nune of Juan Rodrigo; 
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WM a phyaciaii and BUfgeon or gimfc f^te^ He poctiaed 
surgery at eighteen yesrs of age at Salamanca, at ihe vaayemty 

of whii h city he graduated. He then went to Lisbon, from 
thence to Rome, Ferrara^ and \ enice, m lu ro lie dei lured luin- 
mh a tiew, ami ultimately retired to Suluiiica, win re he died. 
He was professor of medicine at Ferrara. He travelled throuL'h 
nearly ali Europe, uiid refused advantageous ofl'ers from the 
king of Poland, and the Republic of Ragusa. His works are 
well known and appreciated by medical practitioners. Under the 
name of Juan Bodrigues he eommented on the first two hooka 
of DioBoorideit aa well as the five hooka of Materia Medica of 
the same author, in which he explains nmples in Greek, Latin, 
Italian, Spanish, German, and French. Under the name of 
Amatua Lusitanus, he wrote a work entitled "Centurias of 
Medicinal Cures," which was highly recommended to young 
practitioners. He also commented in Latin on the fourth len 
of the iiT6t book of Avicenua, and translated into bpauisli tlie 
" History of Utopia." 

R. JuDAH Lbrma— was a philoeopher, jurist, and talmudiat 
of high repute. After quitting Spain, he became rabbi at 
Belgrade. Under the titiie of " The Bread of Judah," he 
wrote a commentary on '* The Ethics of the Fathers,'* and a 
talmudical work entitled The Bemnant of the House jof 
Judah." 

R. Is5? AKT. BEN MosES Nagera — of which city he was a 
native, was a celebrated mathcinaticiaii and poet, went to 
Damascus. He wrote many much admired hymns, which he 
set to Turkish airs. His work, " The Waters of Israel," con- 
tains some hymns, prayers, and elegantly written letters* 

B. Joel ben Soheb — an Aragouese, wrote a commentary 
on the i^alins, with the title of »* Fearful in Praise;" and " The 
Sabbath Ofbring," containing doctrinal sermons for the Sab- 
bath-day. 

B* Abraham Zaualon — an astronomer, poet, moral phi- 
losopher, and jurist of high repute, wrote ^ The Salvation of 
God," a moral and literal commentary on the Book of Esther; 
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** Medicine for the Soul," on conversion and repentance; and 
*^ The Hand of the DUigent,** on the Jewish, Christian, and 
Mahomedan calendars. 

R. Isaac Leon — so named from the city where he was 
b<jrn, wrote a commentary on the Book of Esther; and under 
tlie title of The I^ew Book," novel observations on the books 
of the Talmud. 

B. JosBPH BEN JoBHUA A GoHEN — hom in 1496, at 

Avignon, whither his father had retired on leaving Spain, wrote 
a. liistorical work, entitled *' Chronicles of the Kings of France 
and the Ottoman Sovereigns." It contains a very detiiiled 
account of the wars l)etwceu Francis 1. and Charles V., par- 
ticularly in Italy, and the inroads of the Turks in Europe. 
Disinterested and cotemporary with those events, he must be 
r^arded as an impartial historian. - 

DuARTE PiHBL — bom at Lisbon, in the latter part of the 
fifteenth century, wrote in his native cIlv, in lu»43, a L;uin 
Grammar. On retiring to Ferrara, he there published, in 1553, 
a Spanish translation of the Bible. He was also an excellent 
mathematician . 

R. Abbahax UsQUB-^-boTn also about the same period at 
Lisbon, went to Fenaia, where, together with R. Yom toh 

Athias, he published a Spanish translation of the Bible in 

15J.i, and wrote a treatise on the rites of the 2^ew Year and 
the Day of Atonement. 

B. Solomon Maloho -—became a oonyert to Cbristiamty 
in the time of Dom Manuel, and was employed in the office of 
the king's secretary. A few years after, he returned to Judaism, 
by the persuasion of B. David Ruben, who had come from the 

East, and was much esteemed for his learning by Clement VII. 
Uuben went to l\)rtugaL On his return to Italy, Mulchu 
a<'companied him, and made such pro^^ress in the study of the 
Talmud, that he Ix'cnmo head uf tlic colK'go at Mantua. He 
was so zealous for Judaism, that he entertained tlie idea of 
converting the pope, King Francis I., and the Emperor 
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Charles V. to it. The latter* offended at hif temeritj, ordered 
him to be burnt at Mantua, in 1532. A more humane woivo' 
rdgn would have confined him in a mad-houae; for be was an 
object lather for a luqatio aB/lum than the stake. 

R A JUiAHAM Zaci t — bom at Lisbou in 1575, was one of 
thu most erudite oi the Hebrew physicians; he studied at Sala- 
manca and Coimbra; at the age of eighteen he received the 
degree of doctor of medicine, at the nniyci-sity of Siguenza. 
His works are much esteemed ; he wrote Historia Medicorwn 
j P Sr we ytam;" J>e Pram Mediea Admirmuia;** " IntroUm 
adPragm et Phama&tpeam :** De Cakoiorum Morbu;" A 
History of the most renowned Surgeons;" ** On the Gorem* 
ment of Princes;" a treatise on the errors of modem phyn- 
cians, and an epitome of the select doctrine of Hippocrates and 
Gralen. He liractised medicine fur tlili iy yeari?. Al the age of 
fifty, he returned to tlie religion of bis forefathers, in which faith 
he died in 1642. 

BoDBiGUES DS Gastbo — a native of Lisbon, was a doctor 
of philosophy and medicine, and student of the univeraty of Sala- 
manoSf from whence he went to Hamburgh, where he prac^ed . 

niedieine witli general satisfaction; he died in 1627. He wrote 
in Latin on ** Female Diseases;" ** Advice to Physicians;" and 
on « The Plague.'* 

R. Abraham Nehehias— bom at Lisbon about the 
middle of the sixteenth century; wrote in Latin various medi* 
cal works. On leaving Portugal he settled at Amsterdam, 
where he practised medicine. 

R. Joseph Semach Arias — a native of Portugal; he held 
the commission of captain in the aimy; was a historian, 
grammarian and Talmudist of repute at Amsterdam, where 
he translated Josephus' answer to Apion horn the Greek into 
Spanish. 

Elias Mont alto — bom in Portugal ; while professing 
Christianity he went under the names of l^hilip and Kliano. 
He wrote some esteemed medical works m Latin; the fame of 
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his abilities proooredhis being appointed priiLcipal physician to 
Mary de Medici, queen of Henry IV. of France, who obtained 
for him the iree exercise of his religion. He was subseqnentlj 
physician and counsellor to Louis XIII., and died at Paris 
in 1616. 

R. Solomon Elesmi — a native of Lisbon, born in the 
latter part of the sixteenth century, was much esteemed for 
his abilities as a moral philosopher; he wrote a moral philoso- 
phical treatise, entitled, An Ezhortatory Letter," for the 
instruction of lus scholars. 

R. Abraham Ferrar — practised as a physician at Lisbon, 
where he was bom; on retiring to Amsterdam, he wrote, in 
1627, " An Exposition of the Precepts," in Portuguese. 

R. Joseph abbn Ezba — bom at the latter part of the 
sixteenth centiuj, was one of the most renowned Talmudists 
of his time. He wrote two talmucUcal works. 

R. Abraham Cohen Heb&eba — born at Lisbon about 
the same period, went to Morocco^ and fiK>m thence to Vienna ; 
was a famed cabalist, and wrote a work on it in Latin, which 
was translated into Hebrew under the title of, The House of 
the Lord;" another entitled, The Gate of Heayen»'* and a 
treatise on logic in Spanish. 

R. SuEM TOB BEN PatjvIRa — born in Spain about the 
middle of the sixteenth century; was a philosopher, poet, and 
jurist, of repute. He wrote in verse two moral philosophical 
works, entitled, " Rules for Body and Soul," and " The Book 
of the Enquirer." In prose, ** The Science of Philosophers," 
following the doctrine of Aristotle; The Book of Degrees," 
to demonstrate the utility of the Aristotelian philosophy for 
adTsnceroent'in Jewish studies; " A Letter of Disputation," 
a dialogue between a moral philosopher and a jurist, and " The 
Beginning of Wisdom," shewing the necessity of philosophy 
for real happiness. 

R. £MAf UEL Ro6AL£S-~ bom at Lisbon in the middle of 
(he nxtcenth century; wrote in Portuguese, Three true Pro- 
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poatioiis of Aftrology, Agtronomy, and FluloMphy," and 
vanoos heioio poema; be waa aa exoeUent poet, philosopher^ 
and astronomer. 

li. Emanuel Aboar — of Spanish origin; resided at Venice, 
and subflcquently at Amsterdtun; was a jurist and historian of 
repute. His Nomology, or legal argumeats in defence of the 
oral law," is highly est^med ; it contains an excellent account 
of (he baniahmente from Spain and Portugal; he died in 1629. 



CHAPTER XXXL 

Neuo Christians that escape fnm Spain andPi^rtugal — 

/?. Manasseh ben Israel — Learned Men — R, Isaac 
Cardozo^ Specimen of his Wntings— Isaac OrobiOj 
hia sufferings in the Inquisition — E, David Nieto — 
PrwMsd from quitting Portugal. — Sugar introduced 
hy Ihem into South America and ike West Indies — 
Jews jjermitted to trade in PortiigaL — Anecdote of the 
Marquis of Pumbal. — Re-admitted vr^ Portugal. — 
Sir L L, Goldsmid created a Portuguese Baron. — 
Laws of Spain unrepealed. — Some estaiUshed and 

trade with it unmolested Opinions of the enlightened 

Spaniards of the present Day. — TJie End, 

I' Notwithstanding the numerous New GhristiaiiBi or 
rather dissembling Catholics (from lliat faith having 

I been forced on them) who found means to escape from 
^' the Inquisitions of Spain and Portugal, to places where 
they could freely exercise the religion of their fore- 
I ^Eithers, Judaism yet continued to be practised secretly' 
I in the Iberian Peninsula. 
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The numbers reflecdng honor on the Hebrew name, 

who rejoined their brethren, particularly in Holland, 
in the 17th century, shew, that, while residing xmder 
the bigoted Most Catholic, and Most Faithful Sove- 
reigns, and in the constant dread of the horrors of 
that merciless tribunal, the Inquisition, their parents 
strictly attended to the education and instruction of 
their children in the Mos^cal rites. Many in this 
countiy possess and preserve mementos of their an* 
cestors, who perished in the flames of those disgrace- 
ful and horrid misnamed religious acts, termed Autos 
daF^. 

The following are some of the learned Hebrews, 
whose works are highly esteemed, and whose talents 
procured for them the esteem of the UUraH of the 
17th century, the age in which they were born in the 
Peninsula ; to which are added, a few descendants of 
Spanish and Portuguese Jews, who, at the same 
period, rendered themselves illustrious in the annals 
of literature. 

R. Manasseh ben Israel — born in Lisbon in 1605; his 
&ther had thrice been incarcerated in the prisons of the Inqui- 
sition, iiom which he eflfeoted hk escape, and settled with his 
frinily at Amsterdam. Manasseh was an able philosopher, 
poet, physidan, and theologian; he wrote Hebrew, Greek, 
Latin, Spanish, and Portuguese, with elegance and fluency. 
His literary fiime procured him the esteem of the learned 
throiinrhcmt Europe, with many of" whom lip corresponded. At 
the age of seventeen, he couiineuced liis lieuruw Grammar, 
*' The Pure Lip;" and at twenty-seven, his grand work, " The 
Conciliator," reconciling the apparent contradictions in the 
Bible. This valuable work has lately been translated into 
English, and is highly appreciated as a valuable appendage to 
the Holy Scriptures. A Spanish Version of the Fentatench;** 
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TIm GMam% Bites, md CennniiMS of th^ iaHe- 
brawy Th0 ftooioui Sloae," » wmmmt on ihe stelue of 
Nebuefaadiietar; Tke Sou] of Life/' on the resurrecticHi and 

immortalitj of the soul; '* Many Faces," an index of the pas- 
siige^ ol' Scripture explained by tlie rabbins ; " The Hope of 
Israel." " A Spanish an ! Arabic iiomcnclaturc;" A Rabbinical 
Catalogue," *'Fhoevli<lc>." with ni>t<'.^ in S|)uiu>h; '* On Human 
Frailty." In Latin, Thirty Problems on the Creation; ' " Un 
the Duration of Human Life;" Deience of the Jews/' in 
English. His exertions procured the present establishment of 
the Jews in England; after which he vetiied to Middlebuigh, 
where he died in 1657. 

R. David Ck>HEN de Lara— bora at Lisbon in the begin- 
ning of the 17lb century; was a grammariaii, iiiuiul philoso- 
pher, and juri&t oi' repute. He trauylated into Latin, and wrote 
notes to, Aben Ezra's enigma of tlie letters *in&C ; " The Ethics 
of Mainionides;" '* His treatises on the Law, and on Penitence," 
into Spanish. He commenced a Kabbinical Taltnudical dic- 
tionary, with the meaning of each word in Chaldee, Syriac, 
Arabic, FeniaiL» Turkish, Gh:eek, Latin, Italian, Spanish, 
Portuguese^ French, German, Saxon, and Engli^. Aftw 
labouring forty jeazs on this work, he had onlj completed the 
tenth letter; to which he gave the title of " The Crown of the 
Priesthood." He retired from Portugal to Amsterdam. 

R. Moses Ahudiente — a native of Lisbon, where lie was 
born in the early part of the 17 th century; went to Hamburgh, 
and is celebrated by De Barrios as an able poet. He wrote a 
Hebrew and Portuguese grammar. 

R. JosiAS BEN JoesPH PiHTO— bom at llie beginning of 
the 17lli cen t u r y at Lisbon, settled at Damascus, where he 

wrote *' Light of the Eyes," annotations on the Fountain of 
Jacob; ** Purified Silver," a diffuse exposition of the Penta- 
teuch, and a more succinct one, with the title of, Choice 
Silver." 

R. Moses Toledo — born in that city about the same time, 
was a philosopher and Talmudist of repute; from Spain he 
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weot to FrBBoe, and from thenoe to Amateiclam, and became a 

member of the Hebrew college of that city, but retired to 

Venice, where he wrote a moral philosophical work, under the 
title of, " The Trumpet of Moses of Toledo." 

B. Jacob Lumbroso — doctor of medLciue» flourished in 
the early part of the 17tli century, in Tuscany, where he was 
president of the council of the grand duke, but retired to 
Venice to Htc openly as a Jew, where he practised medicine. 
He wrote a ** Giammatical Oommentaiy;" ^at is, a treatise on 
the points and accents, and the most necessary rules for reading 
Hebrew. The most difficult words are explained in Spanish, 
written in Hebrew characters, lie also wrote a work againcst 
Grotius, in defence of the Jewish religion. 

R. Is.VAC Cardozo— a native of Lisbon, bom the begin- 
ning of the 17th century, practised as a physician at VaUadolid 
and Madrid. While professing Christianity he bore the name 
of Ferdinand; he quitted Spain and went to Venice openly to 
pro&ss himself a Jew, and retired to Verona where he died; 
lie was an eminent practitioner, he wrote « various medical 
works; his style borders on the sublime, as the following ex- 
tract from Ilia work " On the benefit of Water and Snow" 
shews. "Nature appears to have surpassed itseli iii the supe- 
riority of this el< iiM ut, adorning its waters with difierent proper- 
ties, and enclosing mysterious wondex^ in its wavea. There is 
no part of the liquid crystal, from the minuteness of the 
spring to the immensity of the ocean, that does not proclaim 
wonders. In the beginning they overflowed the earth, seeking 
new concavities; they retired within the limits fixed by the 
divine command, making so fight an object as sand, which a 
breatih of air can di^rse, to break the vivacity of its arrogance, 
that i^ may be seen how the greatest pride can be overcome by 
the most humble instrument." This work, as well as " The 
Excellencies of the Hebrews," divided into ten classes, and 
refuting ten calumnies against them ; and ** The Origin and 
iiestoration of the World," are written m Spanish. His medical 
work " De Fiebri Syncopak" and Liberal Philosophy," he 
wrote in Latin. 
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&. Abraham OABDOia — brother of the preceding, was 
phyaciui to the Dey of Tripoli^ he wrote a philoeophical work 
entitled " Jacob's Lttdder." 

R. Benjamin Ml'Saphia — born at the early part of the 
17 ill ccntiirv, wa? a celchmted phv?icinn and soliolar; he 
prat tist^l medicine with great repute at lluaiburg and Gluck- 
stadt. He wrote a treatise on Potable Gold/' and made ad- 
ditions to the ** Hebrew T rxiron," under the title of ** The 
BemembnuK^ of Many;" ** llie Hebrew Roots;" the disputes 
between R. Jacob Sasportas and himself; entitled, " The Testi- 
mony in Jacob." He commented on the Jerusalem Talmud, 
and applied himself to search into the causee of the tides of 
the ocean. 

Emvnthl (tOMKZ — a native of Portugal ; after serving in 
the army, he graduated at the university of Evora, for Doctor 
of Medicine, which science he practised at Antwerp. Like many 
odier Spanish phyndans, to great practical knowledge he 
united the talent of versification; he commented in Spanish 
Terse on the first aphorism of Hippocrates, applying with great 
ingenuity his doctrine to the art of war. He highly eulogised 
Burgery, wrote on the plague, and was among the first who 
called attention to the inutility of an implicit reliance on the 
use of milk in the treatment of confirmed phthisis. His works 
are highl} praised by Morejon, 

R. Saul Levi Moeteika — studied at Venice, but settled 
at Amsterdam, and was sent for to Paris to convey the corpse of 
Montalto for interment in that city; he wrote a work entitled 

The Divine Ptovidence of God towards Israel," impugning 
Catholicism so severely ihat it has never been printed. 

R. Solomon de Oliviera — born at Lisbon in the middle 
of the 17tli century, was a moral philosopher, astronomer, 
and grammarian of repute. On settling at Amsterdam he 
published a complete Hebrew and Portuguese dictionary; an 
abridgment of it; a grammar; a dictionary of Hebrew words, 
having the same terminations, a useful work for poets; a 
calendar; an astronomical work; a moral philosophical one, 
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^titled " The Loving Hind*' and «« The Ways of the Loid;" an 
alphabetical index of the precepts. 

E. Samuel Cohen de Piza — a native of Lisbon, was 
one of the most profound Talmudiats of his age; he ^rote 

The Bevealer of Secrets,** a commentary on part of £o- 
clesiastes. 

R. EZEKIEL I>E Castro — a celebrated physician, flourished 
at Verona in the middle of the 17tK century, where he wrote 
the following medical works: '* Amphitheatrum Medicum ; ** 
^^Ignit Lawiem;** Huiona Medica;" and Probtsionea 

R. ISAAO Jessubux — flourished at Hamburgh about the 
same time; he was a celebrated jurist and moral philosopher, 
and wrote in Hebrew, " New Faces," a compilation of Jewish 
customs since the " House of Joseph/' of K. Joseph Caro; a 
compendium of The Path of Life," under the title of " The 
Collection of Meal;*' and a moral philosophical work, On 
Divine Providence,** in PortuL^uese. 

R* Abraham Isbasl Pereiua — of Portuguese origin, 
bom at Amsterdam, where he flourished in the middle of the 
17th century, was one of the students of the ooliege of that city; 
highly oonsidefedfor his literary talents. He wrote in Spani^, 
*♦ The Mirror of Worldly Vanity," and " The Sure Path." 

R. Mos&s Raphael Aouilab — also of Amsterdam, and 
member of its college; he went in 1641 with the Jews that 
emigrated to the Brazils. On his return to hia native city, he 
wrote in Hebrew, " An Alphabetical Index to the Guemara 
and Talmud;'* The Book of Narratives,*' all those contained 
in the Talmud, and a Portuguese and Hebrew Grammar. 

R. Abraham Israel Pjlzareo — flourished likewise at 
Amsterdam; he wrote an exposition of Jacob's prophecy, entitled. 

The Sceptre of Judah;" in which he complains of the unfiiir 
manner in which Chris^ans expound the Scriptures, of their 
unfitness for such a task, and the danger of confuting their 

B B 
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iiiterpieteti(Hi8. The govemon of Uie congregation very pro* 
perly mipprcMed the work. 

K. David Paudo — of Spanish origin, was head of the con- 
gregation in London ; he was l>orn at Amsterdam. He wrote 
in Hebrew, ** The Pure Table," an abridgment of the Jewish 
rites ; and translated into Spaniah, The Duties of the Heart" 
of Rabenu Behay^; it is printed in Hebrew characters. 

R. Jacom AuKiNUANA — a native of Amsterdam, in 1082 
wns appointed head of the congregation of London, where he 
died in 1 685. He made an elegant translation of " The Cuzari'* 
of K. Judah a Levi; it is preferred to any other translation. 

K. Isaac Abendana- — l^utlior of the preceding; they 
were of Spinil>h origin, lie came from Amsterdam wheielie 
pnu tiscd a |)hyFi<Mnn, nnd settled at Oxford; and he btcaine 
prolessor of Hebrew in that city; he translated the Mishna, 
with the commentaries of Bartenoia and Maimonides into 
Spanish. Sutenhtunus profited by it for bis celebrated Latin 
translation. 

Dakiel L£TI db Bajihios — bom at MontUla. While out- 
wardly professing Catholicism, he bore the name of Michael, 
and was a capUiin in tlic Portuguese aiiny. lie retired 
to Amsterdam to follow tlic religion of his fu tl vers openly ; 
was a historian, pliilosophcr, and poet of great celebrity ; liis 
nurncrous p>ctical works and comedies have become scarce. 
He wrote " Ihc triumph of Popular Government;" " An Essay 
on Jewish History and an account of a long list of Spanish 
and Portuguese Jews, who were poets in those languages. 

Don Isaac Orobio t>e Castro — a native of Portugal, was 

a piiilosopher and pliybieian of eminence in the seventeenth, 
century. His parents, wdio were Jews, altliouLdi outwardly 
professing Catholicism, educated him in Judaism. Orobio 
studied the scholastic philosophy usual in Spain, and became so 
skilled in it, that he was made professor of metaphysics at the 
university of Salamanca. Afterwards applying himself to the 
study of physic, he practised that art with great reputation at 
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SoYille, until, siupected of Judabm, he was thrown into the 
Inquintion, and suffered the moat dreadful cruelties to extort a 
confeBsion. His own account is the best we have of the suffer* 
ings of those persons who incurred the displeasure or suspicion 
of that merciless tribunal. lie tells us tliat he was put into 
a (laiL ciungeon, so narrow, that he could scarcely turn in it, 
and sulFered so many hardships, that his brain became disturbed. 
He would ask himself, *' Am I that Don Balthasar (his baptis- 
mal name) Orobio, who walked about fi*eely in Seville, who 
lived at ease, and had the blessing of a wife and children?" 
Sometimes lie would suppose his past life to have been a dream, 
and that the dungeon where he then lay was his birth-place, 
and which to all appearance would be that of his death. At 
other times, as he had a very metaphysical aeiind, he formed 
arguments and th^ resolved them, thus performing the parts 
of opponent, respondoit, and moderator at the same time. In 
this way he amused himself, and constantly denied that he was 
a Jew. After a[){)earing Lsvicc or thrice before the inquisitors, 
he was used as Ibllows: — At the bottom of a subterraneous 
vault, lighted bv two or three small lamp?, he appeared before 
two persons. One was the judge, and the other the secretary 
of the Inquisition, who asking him to confess the truth, declared, 
that in case of a criminal's denial, the holy office would not ]>e 
deemed the cause of his death if he should expire under tlie 
tortnie,.but it must be attributed to his own obstinacy. Then 
the executioner stripped off his clothes, tied his hands and feet 
willi a strong cord, and set him on a low stooV while he 
passed the cord through some iron rings fixed in the walls; 
then drawing away the stool, he remained suspended by the 
cord, whicli the executioner drew tighter and tighter to make 
him confess, until a surgeon assured the court he could not 
be;ir nion; without expiring. These curds put him to ex(piisite 
torture, by cutting into the flesh, and making the ])lood burst 
from \mder his nails. To prevent the cords tearing off the 
flesh, of which there was danger, bands were girded about the 
breast, which were drawn so tight, that he would not have 
been able to breathe, if he had not held his breath in while the 
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exeeutioneiB put llie buids roiuid bim. By this devioe Ins 
lungs were enabled to perTorm their functionfl. Daring the 

severest of his sufferings, he was toKl that was but the begin- 
ning of his torments, and thut he had better confess before 
thi'v pn>eoi'(K>(l to extremities. ( )rnl)i() adds, that tlie I'xecu- 
tioiu r being un a small ladder, to tiiLrhteii hira, l"re(|ueiitly let 
it full against his shin-bones. The staves being sharp, caused 
him dreadful pain. After three years* confinement, as he per- 
BGTered in denying his eTudaism, they ordered his wounds to be 
cured, and released him. Shortly afier he quitted Spain, and 
relired to Fnmce, and was made professor of medicine at 
Toulouse. The tbeees he chose for obtaining that place were on 
pntre&ction, and he maintained them with so muoh melaphy- 
sical subtlety that he embarrassed all his competitois. He con- 
tinued there to appear a Christian; but weary of diesembling, 
he went to Amsterdam, where he was circumcised, and took 
the name of Isaac, lie wrote *' Israel Avenged, aii exposition 
of the prophecies Christians apply to the iMcsslah; "A Phi- 
lopophical Defence of the Revealed and Natural Law;" "A 
Letter in Defence of the Law of Moses;" " The Divine Prohi- 
bition of Heathen Idolatry;" Iteflections on the Seventy 
AVeeks of Daniel;" and " Fifty-third Chapter of Isaiah;" " On 
the Perpetuity of tlie ^losaic Law;" and "Three Treatises iu 
&vour of Judaism." He died at Amsterdam in 1687. 

R. David Nibto— of Spanish origin, bom at Venice in 
1654, was a philosopher, physician, poet, mathematician, 
astronomer, hbtorian, and theologian of high repute. He 
practised medicine at Leghorn, where he wrote in Italian a 
work entitled " Puscalogia," dedicated to Cardinal de Medici, 
demonstrating the errors which had crept into the calendar, 
from the Coimcil of Nice to 1699, and rules for correcting it 
in perpetuity. The fame ol hds talents led the congregation of 
London to invite him to be their head. He arrived here in 
1701. He wrote a Theological Treatise on " Divine Provi- 
dence;" "A Jewish Calendar." In Hebrew, ** The Fire of the 
Law," impugning the doctrine of K. Nehemiah Chijon; The 
Bod of Judgment," or second part of the Cuaari. to prove the 
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divine authoiitj of tho oral law; and uodor the assumed name 

of Carlos Vera, ** A Reply to the Sermon of the Archbishop of 

t iuagaaor," at the Auto da Fe, at Lisbon, in 1705. He died 
in 1728. 

To the above, as weD as to those of preceding cen- 
turies, many other names might be added ; but suffi- 

ciciit has been said, to shew that the Jews of Spain 
have been the preservers not only of Holy Writ in 
its purity, but also of the arts and sciences. To 
them h due the preservation of the most valued works 
of the ancient philosophers, while Europe \\sl& involved 
in Gothic barbarism. 

Apparently as Christians, it will be seen they con- 
tinued long to linger in Portugal after the proscrip- 
tion. During the first ten years, so many had quitted 
their native land, that Emanuel, perceiving tlie injury 
his kingdom suifered by the emigrution of the most 
wealthy and most industrious of its population, 
ordered in 1507 the seizure of the persons, and con- 
fiscation of the property of all who should be found 
preparing to quit the country. Yet so many ven- 
tured, at all hazards, to abandon the Portuguese soil, 
that in 1524, John III. found it requisite to renew the 
edict; and the emigration must have continued, for 
Dom Sebastian repeated it in 1567, and again in 1573# 
But in return for the assistance they rendered him, 
by advancing £250,000 towards fitting out his unfor^ 
tunate expedition against Morocco in 1577, he re- 
voked all prohibitions and penalties. They engerly 
embraced the opportunity of emigruting to where 
they cx>uld openly profess the religion their parents 
had diligently taught them. 

J3efore the establishment of tho inquibitiou, all 
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critiics against the taith (as the return of the New 

Christians to the reli^^on of their ancestors was 
termed), were taken cogiiizjincc of by the liishops, 
who confiscated the property of the accused, and 
banUhed them to the Brazils, then conmdered by the 
Portuguese as a penal settlement. There they found 
kliul rehitioTis iind old friends; others, known as men 
of probity and intdligence, obtained advances from 
merchants of other countries with whom they had 
formerly been in correspondence. By the assistance 
of some enterprisinir men, they began to cultivate the 
snjifar onne, wliich in 1531 they had procured from 
Madeira. Sugar uatii then hud only been used in 
medicine ; now it became a luxury. In Surinam, they 
were also the earliest cultivators of the cane; at 
Martinique its culture was introduced in 1650, by 
Benjamin da Costa, also a Portuguese Jew; so that 
to their industry is the world chiefly indebted for the 
enormous production, in the West, of an article that 
has now become almost a necessary of life. 

I'lie Inquisition of Portugal exercised the same 
cruelty as that of Spain towards the New Christians, 
Those who were discovered or suspected of practising 
Jewish rites, and under torture confessed their 
Judaism, suffered death, and expired in the flames of 
the A utos dji IV'. 

Yet Jews seem to have been permitted to trade 
with that country. Through them all the rich products 
of India that "were brought to Lisbon, were carried to 
every other part of Europe, from which the crown of 
Portugal derived great profit. This is confirTncJ by an 
edict of John III., dated 7th February, 1537, order- 
ing that all Jews should wear a badge by which 
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they might be distinguished from Christians." While 
Portugal was united to Spain during the reigns of the 
bigoted Philips^ they were treated as cruelly as in all 
the' other Spanish dominions; but on the revolution 
and the accession of tlie house of l)raganza, as their 
wealth had assisted John IV. to deiend his cro>vn, he 
again tacitly tolerated them. 

In Portugal, in proportion to its population, they 
had been as numerous as in Spain, and were there also 
allied yvith the chief nobility of that kingdom. Orobio 
3tates that in the synagogue at Amsterdam he met 
brothers, sisters, and near relations of the first Portu- 
guese families, and that the greater part of the clergy, 
even archbishops and bishops, are descended from 
-tibem ; this is corroborated by the foUomng anecdote 
of the famed Marquis de Pombaly/^seph 1. ordered i 
' that all Portuguese, who were i^any way allied or/ 
descended from the Hebrew race, should wear a yellow 
hat. The old marquis shortly after ap[)eared at court y 
with three of them under his arm. The king, ' 
smiling, asked him, What he had to do with them?" 
He replied, That he had them in obedience to his 
miijesty's cuinuuuid, for he did not know a single' 
Portuguese uf note who had not Jewish blood in his . 
veins." But said the king, *' Why have you three ? " ' 
He answered, ^' One for myself, one for the inquisitor* i 
general, and o^e in case your majesty should wish to^ 
be covered.'* 

Many who had been friars and nuns, of almost 
evezy monastic order, not excepting the Jesuits, 
sought at Amsterdam, Leghorn, and other places, to 

make atonement for their former apostasy, and to re- 
enter the ilock of Israel. Among other instances is 
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870 SrANlSU AND rOUTUGLESE LANGUAGES PRESEIiVED. 

that of a New Christian, whose catholicitv was so 
undoubted, that he was entrusted with the sale of 
indulgences in Spain; from Malaga he went to Bar- 
bary, where he disposed of the remainder of his stock 
to «ome resident Cutholics. As soon as he received 
payment, he declared himself to bo a Jew, upon wliich 
the purchasers upi>ealed to the Oadi against the im- 
position ; but he claimed the privilege of a free port to 
sell any description of goods. 

In the congregations of the Spanish ami Portuguese 
Jews, those languages are yet more or less preserved, 
and many in Europe keep their records in them; but 
the custom is falling into desuetude, and since their 
closer amalgamation with the inhabitants of the north 
of Fiirope, thoy have generally adopted the Lmernaire 
of their respective countries. Notwithstanding, some 
remembrance of them is yet preserved; even here^ 
in London (where the congregational records are 
kept in English), this is the case; and many of its 
members, who have never visited the Peninsula, speak 
the languages of their ancestors. 

At Jerusalem, where the major part of its Jew 
inhabitants are of Spanish descent, that language is 
genemlly bpoken, as well as throughout the East and 
in Italy. 

From the general knowledge of these languages by 
their co-religionists, many of the Hebrew authors of 
the seventeenth century, at Amsterdam and in Italy, 

wrote and translated from the Hebrew into theui, 
some of the most esteemed works of the ancient Span- 
ish rabbins, 

■ 

With the destruction of the Inquisition, persecution 

has ceased in those countries; and in return for the 
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tasistance rendered by the Jews during the scarcity 
in Portugal, John VI., in 1820, granted them per- 
mission to settle at Lisbon, where, by their conduct, 
they have gained the estuein of the other inhabitants. 
They have there a synagogue, and follow the religion 
of their forefathers unmolested. They are allowed 
to hold and possess landed property; for^r Isaac 
Lyon Goldsmid has bought from government tlie 
estates of San Antonio e Palmeira, in the suburbs of 
Lisbon, adjoining the ancient Moory. in 1840, the 
present queen conferred on him a commandership of 
the Tower and Sword ; and in 1 845, created hifn a baron, 
with the title of Barr>n de Goldsmid and da rnhueira, 
as she expresses iu the patent, " in manifestation of 
ibe important services rendered by him on various 
occasions to the Portuguese nation f and our gracious 
sovereijj^n lias been pleased to grant her royal sanction 
to his bearing the title in (ireat l^ritain. Since tlio 
independence of the former Spanish and Portuguese 
possessions in the Americas, where formerly Autos da > 

blazed, Jews are now freely admitted; and the 
emperor of the lii azils, following the enlightened policy 
of the Braganza family in Europe, has created Sir L 
L. Goldsmid an officer of the Order of the Rose. 

In Spain, the laws against the Hebrews are yet 
unrepealed ; which may be attributed more to the fre- 
quent ministerial changes titan to the (lisinelinauon 
of the ruling powers. The Israelites of Bayonne 
have formed establishments at St. Sebastian, where 
they are respected, and carry on their commerce un- 
molested. The Hebrews of Gibraltar trade openly 
with Cadiz and the [xuts of tlie Mediternmean with- 
out obstruction ; and a Jew can at the present day 
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travel in Spain without fear of insult, as the aathor has 

experienced. 

A laiv luinistcr of justice in that country infonned 
the author, that no judge in S|nuii would now dare to 
act on the antiquated laws against the Jews; and an 
ambassador to this court assured him of personal 
safety in travellinof in a country from which his 
ancestors had been exiled. 

To them, and a late prime minister of Spain, he is 
indebted for introductions to some of the most en- 
lightened individuab of the Spanish capital. They, 
as well as uU other ilhistrious Spaniards resident in 
this country, are of opinion that Spain must, and 
shortly will acknowledge the principle of universal 
toleration and freedom of conscience, as necessary to 
its welfore. 

May the day soon arrive when a difference in 
serving the Creator of all shall cease to disturb the 
harmony and union the Eternal intended should ever 
exbt among mankind 1 
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No. h'^EoUrat^frfm Power's Sfittoiy of tlie Empire of Ute Mussubaana, <■ 

The writers from whom these details are taken, relate also the sums 
which it cost to hnild tliis palace, aud the tovm r f Zahara, ^vliich 
amounted to :J(>0,000 dinars of jrold (about sixty millions of our 
monej') per annum; and it occupied a space of time of nearly twenty- 
fiye years to complete the -work. To these immense expenses, it is 
necessary to add, the maintmance of a seraglio, in which his wives, 
his ooncubines,and slaves, together with his black and white eunuchs, 
amounted to 6,300 persons. The officers of the palace of the caliph, 
.•Old the horses, set apart for himself, were in equal proportion, 
i2,l'00 horsemen composed his guard alone; and if one rellects that 
Abderachmun, lu a state of continual war with the Spanish princes, 
was obliged to keep on foot a numerous arm^, to maintain a marine, 
to puxehtise finqnent stipeadiaries finm Afrtca, and to fertify those 
pibioes on the frontierswhidiw^ continually menaced, it is difficult 
to conceive how his revenues could have been suflicient. But his 
resources were immense; and the sovereign of Cordova was perhaps 
the richest and most powerful potentiUe in Eui'0}>e. An idea of his 
opulence may be formed, from the presents Abderachman received 
from one of his snbjects, Abduhnelec ben Chica, who was elevated to 
the dignity of grand vizier. They consisted of 400 lbs. of gold; the 
value of 420,000 sequins in bars of silver; 420 lbs. wood of aloes; 
500 ounr<'s of ambergris; 300 ounces of camphor; 30 pieces of 
drapery ol ^;old aud bilk, so costly that none but the caliph?: had tlie 
privil<^e of wearing them; 10 I'urs of the sable or mai tia ot Kliora- 
tan; 100 other of common martins ; 48 trailing hoosings of doth 
of gold of Bagdad; 4000iba. ofsilk; 30 Persian oarpets of superior 
Ix-auty ; 800 suits of steel armour for horses of war; 1000 bucklers ; 
10(»,0l»0 ari-'W '^: 15 Arabian led horses, adorned as richly as those 
of the cali{)h ; 100 inferior Araliian horses for the suite of the prince ; 
20 mules with their saddles ayd trailing housings; 40 young hoys 
aud 20 girls of exquisite beauty, dressed most splendidly. The 
vizier accompanied 'this present with a copy of verses, in which the 
praises of lum to whom it was offered, and the protestations of the 
seal and devoti<m of him who ofiered it, were not forgotten. The 
present and poem pleased the caliph extremely, and contributed not 
a little to the favour the viaier enjoyed during his administration; 
aud the prince, as a recompence, assigned him a revenue of 100,000 
pieces of goldL Abderachman possessed Portugal, Andalusia, the 
kingdoms of Granada, Murcia, Valencia, and the greatest portion of 
New Castile; that is to say, all the most beautiful provinces of Spain. 
These provinces were at this time extremely populous; and the 
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MiiMulnuuit bad carried agricaltare to the highest degree of perfec* 
tioil* Hi-f< r i.tiia nsMiro us, that on the borders of the Guadalquivir, 
thcn»et«i<> l l*J.(KyO \ ill.ijc* . uri'l tli it a traveller could not advance 
for a quarUr of huiu, vviiliotit meeting u hamlet. Tlie «?tjites of 
the oUiph contained 80 great towns, 300 of the second order, and 
an Infinite nninber of oountr^ Tillages. Cordora, tlra capital, en> 
cloMd within ita walli S00,0UO houaeSp and 900 public bathg. AU 
then hare anfiered a great change siooe thr cxpuL^ion of the Mua- 
siitmnn" : th<» n-n««>ti i<\' \s\\u \i is olivions, for th«.' Miissulninns, cou- 
fpirror.s ut thr Sji;aiiaitlji, who conquered them, n<>t only poi sccutetl, 
iml deprivinl tlit'in of tlu'ir posses^^ioas. It ia caiculate<l, that the 
revenue of the caliphs of Coidova amounted to 12,045,000 dinars of 
guld, which is more than 130 millions of our monej.* Indepoidently 
of this gold, a number of the imposts wen- paid in the produce of 
the land; and amongst a peoplf Ia1>orious and prone to agricultural 
ptir5iiir5. and jMi«8»^ssing a country the most fertile in the world, 
thtiw riciies lauit have K-en incalculable. The mines of gold and 
silver at all times common in Spain, were another source of wealth. 
Commerce, too, that fniitfuljree of treasure, which enriches at the 
same time the sovereign and pet)ple, had many branches. The silks, 
the oil, the sugar, the cochineal, the iron, and the wool of Spain, 
wore |M»culiarly estimable at that period; to which may he added, 
ambergris, anibrr, the loadstone, antimony, the marauisite stone, 
rock crystal, sulphur, saflrou, and ginger; tlie coral collected on the 
shores of Andalusia, and the pearl fisheries of Catalonia; the rabies, 
of whidi they had disooTcred two mines, one at Malaga, and one at 
Beja. All these productions of the eartli were transported into 
Africa, F.L-'Vpt. and the East. The emp< ror of Constantinople, always- 
a iicci ;^sary allv to ilie caliphs of Cordova, favoured lliese lirauciies of 
commerce; and the immense extent of coast, and the vicinity of 
Africa, Italy, and France, contributed to render them more flourish- 
ing. Such was the state of Cordova during the reign of Abderach- 
man, who occupied the throne more than flftj years. Must we not 
acknowledge that it was with glory? 



No. IL — Extract from EpUaph o/M. Jos^ Bm Shothan, 

jtM Zkaronj No. 75. 

* The antbor here eolcaliites the dinar at abottt half what he states it to be 
at the bqtinning of this extract. 
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No. III. — EoBiraetfi'cm Epiteq>h of R. JoHpk Ben Daaud, 

mm Oil nuD y^n o^d ipSni D^nrsj?^ nny 

Abne Zicmvn, No. 49. 
No. IV. — Extract p-mn Epitaph of R. Joseph X^evi Ahulaphia. 

r)im h]f anin Dfirn 

AhieZiearon^ No. 22. 

No. V. — Extract from a Poetical Satire on Saneko the Brave for hie 

Proteeiion of the Jewe. 

Despnes desto llego Don Abnmt y Bon Samuel, 
Con 5ti8 dvilces palabras que parecen la miel; 
T faeen una puja sobre los de Ysra^l, 
Que monta en todo el Key no cuento y medio de fiel. 

JXecwrso sobre he Judiaa de Eepana. 

Which may be thus rendered in English 

Tiien Don Afannn and Don Samuel stood forth and pleaded well, 
And words of honied sweetness and of wisdom from them fell; 
And thoy ninpnifierl the sons of the faithful Israel, 
Of whom a luiUion and a half do iu the kingdom dwell. 

No. YL^Exiraet from Epitaph of R. Abraham ben AhuihovcL 

ynsa auo unn 

HTiyaf? pioi nnfiioi «D31 pyts^ nb& 13 jmi 

ilWZtbam, No. 28. 

No. YII. — FrwiUffee granted bgf the Br&iek Government to the Jewe of 

Surinam, 

Whereas it is goo<l and sound policy to encourage as much as 
possible whatever may t*jud to the increase of a new colony, and to 
invite personF of whataoever country and religion, to come and reside 
here and traffic with us: and whereas we have found that the 
Hebrew nation, now already resident here, have, with their persons 
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and propertyt proved thanuehriM meAil and beneficial to Ibis coIoqj; 
aiid being desirous furt!i<'r to encourage thein to continue thoir n^- 
gi,),. nr*^ nn'i tra^fi^ hrre: we harp, with thr authority of the goverQOr» 
his council, Htiil ti^omhly, passed tlie t'ollowing act: — 

Kvery person lielongtng to the Hebrew aatioa now resident here, 
or who maj hereafter ooom to retide and trade here, or in any place 
or district witliin tin lunitiof this colony, shall possess and enjoy 
etery privilepj and libt^rty possessed by and granted to the citizens 
rtii'l innubitonts of this coif ny, and shuil he cousider«'<l fus En^lish- 
iKiru; and they and their heir;^ 8hall in thin manner possesa their 
properly, whether real or personal. 

It ia alio hereby declared, that iitej shall not be compelled to 
serve any public olfioe in this colony, and that we receive them 
under the protection and safeguanl of our government,- with all the 
prc^porty they n<nv li.>M, or slia!! herealYer |x>s«oss or import from 
iiuv foreiiTn p'.u c r ktiigUoni abroad. ^Vu also grant tiiem every 
privilege and liberty which we ourselves enjoy, whether derived 
from laws, acts, or customs, either regarding our hmds, our penona, 
or other property, promising them that nothing of what they now 
possess, or shall hereafter acquire, shall be taken from them or be 
appropriated amonpr oMr«c1ves, by any person of whatpoevpr mnlc : 
btit thrit. *Mi the euntrary, they shall have full liberty to plant, 
tjiuU-, iiad do whuthoever they may consider conducive to their 
advautjige and profit, on condition that they shall be true subjects 
of our Sovereign Lord the King of England, and shall obey all 
orden already issued by him, or which he may hereafter proinnl- 
gate. It is, however, to^)e well understood, that none of these 
oriler!» shall be contrary to^liat is herein contained. 

It is also hereby granted atkd )>ermitted, in the most ample man- 
ner possible, to the Hebrew nation, to practise and perform all 
ceremonies and customs of their religion, according to their usages ; 
also those relating to their marriages and last wills or testaments ; 
and that the acts of marriage made according to their rites and 
custom^? sliall be held valid in every respect. It is also hereby de- 
clnre l that they shall not 8uifer any let or hindrance in tlie observ- 
ance of their sabbaths or festivals, jiud those who shall trouble them 
on that account, shall be considered disturbers of the public peace, 
and shall be punished accordingly. Also diat they shall not be 
bound to appear, on the said days, before any court or magistrate; 
and that all pnmmonses and citations for the said days shall be null 
and void. N e it lier shall their refusal of j)aynient of any claim made 
agaitist them on these days prejudice them in any way, or diminish 
any right they may have. The possession of ten acres of land at 
Thoxarica, is also hereby granted to them, that they may build 
tlitTeon places of worship and schools; also for the burial of their 
d«'ad. They shall, moreover, not be compelled to do personal duty, 
l)iit sliall be permitted to send a substitute, except in case of war, 
when they also slmU be bound to come forward with the other 
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inhabitants. Permission is also hereby granted them to have a tri- 
bunal of their own; and tliat in cases so litifrated, the deputies of 
tlieir nation may pronounce sentence in all cases not exceediii^^ the 
value of ten thousand pounds of sugar. Upon which sentence, pro- 
nounced hj the said deputies, the judge of our court shall grant ex- 
ecution to iMue; and th^ shall keep registers and records of the 
same according to ctistom. When an oath shall be required* it 
shall be administered in conformitv with the customs of the Hebrew 
nation, and such oath shall he deemed valid, and have all the force 
and eff*ict oi a judicial oath, notwithstanding auj- law to the 
contrary. 

That all this may be fully known, I have, by order of his excellency 
the governor, his council and assembly, signed the present on the 
■erenth of August, 1666. 

(Signed) JOHN PAERY, SECHfiTAar. 

No. VilL — I'^ac-swiile of the Inscnphon tii the ^ynagoyue of Toledo^ 

taken in 1732. 

The following^ is a translation, as far as it could be made, of the 
Hebrew inscription of the synagogue at Toledo, as taken by Don 
Francisco Perez Bayer, in 1752, for the Ivoyal Academy at Madrid, 
according to the annexed iac-simile; being formed of stucco, 
many letters have fallen off. To render it intelligible in English, it 
has been necessary to add some words, which are printed in italics; 
they are mostly passages from scripture. 

ON THE UaST HAMD SmE. 

/ toitt fimtikm the kmng kindnesses of the Lord, and ku prauetf in 
respect to all he hath bestowed upon us, and according to the qttai 
tiinff8 that he haih done for us. He rescued us from the hands of 

eneniifs and |>er«!ecnt(>rs. Althoncrh there IS no king in Israel, he 

halli not left Ui> without a pi(»t('rtor even he {tr/iovi r/w a 

tnoii: of respect u-e call) the mighty tower, biiice the captiviiy of 
Aricd, none like him has arisen in IsraeL He ie distinguished by his 
noble lineage; hia deecmt from thote who m past tinm weie the 
fundamental pillars uf the state, the princes and valiant leaders, 
known from the high position in which they stood. His name is 
knr.wn in Israel by praise, fame and glory. Throughout his lil'e he 
stood iK lore sovereigns ns a hero iu the breiich, to preserve the 
weltare of his people. Chief ol" the captivity of Ariel, the chosen 
one of the nobles, the crown of grace and honour, and great among 
the Jews. To him came Genres from the farthest parts of the 
earth, to adopt him as the ]irotector of their paths, that he might 
defend thorn in the breaeh ot <laager. He was comman<ler over the 
land, the lofty trce.'tlie mighty tower; he ascended to the ht ighi of 
princely ride. From the high praise li€ enjoys^ and the magnanimity 
he diytluf/s, he may justly lie termed a holy man. He is the main 
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pillar that supports tlic house of Levi, and the house of Israel. Who 
eaii recount the praise he merits, and the good attributes that belong 
to liim? Whertiis the man v>ho can hUliicieuLly eeUibrate hi^ worthi- 
ness? He is the crown ot the nobility, the wondrous glorj, a Landing 
first in rank of the Levite princes, Sunnel a Levi, the man who was 
raisi d on high. Maj his Grod be with him, and maj he rise higher. 
He found grace and favour in the sight of Uie Great Eagle, with mighty 
wings, the renowned warrior and champion, whose f"(\'ir fi ll upon all 
nations. Great is his name among tlie people, the mighty King, our 
Lord and ruler. The Kim, DUN i^EDRO, may God be his 
help, and augment his strength and majesty, and preserve him .... 
The king aggrandised him {Samuel Xevi), advanced him, and set hie 
seat above all the princes that were with him* And oommitted to 
his charge all his house cnntained, and commanded, that without hia 
rnn.'ieiit rto man ishoiild lift his hand or his ibot, and that all other 
noblemen t^hould bow to him respectfully .... being thus mighty 
over all the land his fame was bruited in every king- 
dom, and he became a helper to Israel. 

ON THE LEFT (muck deftued), 

.... He rescued them from their enemies. Since the time of 
our captivity there has been ' none among the children of Israel of 

so high a rank. Tie may be compared to a stately tree: the great, 
pious, and righteous man ; the prince of the ])rinces of Levi. . . . 

lu former days and years ])ast there was not 

And he added above all this, the building of a house of prayer to the 
name of the Lord God of Israel. And he began to build the house • • 

and liiii>hed iu the year (good to the JetV8, numerically 

117 — 1357) .... Praise and glory be greatly given to Him 
(Goi>) wlio aided him to commence .... May the glory of Uiis 
house be extolled. Kyes never beheld like it, nor ears heard ihe 
exitUnce o f its egutd. For thy name's sake, with thy hand ever open 
and extended, may his God remember him for good, and prolong^ 
his >,flftf/!f ... In this everlasting house to stand and minister in 
the name of the Lord: he and his children; and to do unto him 

what is merciful and kind Let thy eyes be open on this house, 

and thy ears open to hearhm to the prat/ers therein addrmed unto ti^. 
7%y eervants found grace in thy sight to build the sanctuary of Ariel, 
to save Judah and Israel, and may the Redeemer come to Zion, 
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THE CONCILIATOR; 

BT 

« 

R. MANASSEH BEN ISRAEL: 

« 

A BBCONCHiBMENT OP THE APPARENT CONTRADICTIONS 

IN HOLY SCBIPTURE. 

M WttlCB ABB ABDBD, 

EXPLANATORY NOT£S AND BIOGRAPHICAL NOTiCRS 
OF THB QUOTED AUTHORITIES. 

BT 

£. H. LINDO, 

AUTHOR OV '*TlfB JKVIMI CALISimAJt.*' 



OPINIONS ON THE ORIGINAL W UHK. 

CiLin o& U panit plus d'eniditioii Jtuto, est intitiil^ en Espagnol 
" El ConcOiadorf'* imprim^ Tan 1638 k FtandbrL n tftche de con- 
cilier dans oe Uttc les passages de rEcritore, qui semble se contredixe ; 
et s*7 seit des t^moiguagcs des Babbins, tant aoolens que nouveaiix. 
II est avssi quelquefois Philosophe et Cabaliste; mais il ne laisse 
pas de s'appliquer k la kttre, et oet Ouvrage pent n*ltre pas moins 
utile anz dii^tiens qa*aiiz Jniia. On voit mime q[a*il a 10 les 
livres Chretiens^ dont il se sert, nuds plus rarement. Cenx qui 
aiment la litterature des Juifs, trouveront de quoi se satis&ire dans 
cet Ouvrage qui en est rempli. — Did. Hist du Firt Moreriddit, 1718, 
vol. iv. p. 185. 
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Tll£ OOMClUAluU, av UAMASSEB B£M ISRAEL. 



Thii wwk ihewt tbat the author had a profiyimd and Intimate 
ac<|iuiiBtaBea with the Old Teitament writuigt$ and it procured for 
him the eileem and admiration of all the learned, as well Christiana | 
as Jews. It was reoommended to the notioe of Biblical Seholar^ hy 
the learned Grotius.— Ass' Ci/clojfedia. j 

This work, which he afterwards finished, gained him the admir- 
ation and cetsem of all the learned, both Jews and Christians; and I 
it miHt be owned no Babbi, either befors or dnee, ever discussed 
these difficult points with so much eniditioa and soUdilj. — HitL of 
AtJnit^ p. 4Sd. 

A loamed and curious work, in which he reconciles thoso passages 
of S:hpture which seem to contradict each other. — I^ncy. Brit. 



oronONS ON THB TBANSIiATION. 

We hail with pleasure every attempt to render the treasures 
whi«h have be«« so long unheeded, more accessible to Christian 
students. ** The Coaciliator will doubtless be thankfully received 
by many who have begun to feel interested in books of this class. — ^ 

Jewish Intelligence, 

The object of this work, written by one of the most eminent 
Rabbins of modem Judaism, is to explain and reooooile the apparent 
inoonsistencies in various parts of the Old Testament* It is a valu- 
able odlection of Kabbinical opinions, intermingled with many origi- 
nal observations, and deserves the attention of Biblical students.— » 

Athmagum. 

Tlu' vast stores of erudition, research, and criticism in tliesc 
vt>liimcs, impart to them a value ui' another sort, and render tliem 
well deservim^ of tlie attention nut only of the Biblical Student, but 
of every intelligent scholar. — Liteiary Gazette. 

To some Biblical scholars, the present hint will be sufficient to 
lead them to examine a book, the tiUe of which so plainly indicates 
it^ use. They will find it a work of much learning and research, 
giving? the views of various learned men as to the mode in which 
apparently contradictory statements in Scripture ore to be reconciled—^ 

Voice of Ismel. * 
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